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Dear Members, Sponsors and Friends,  

 

Any visit to the Democratic Republic of the Congo is daunting, especially remembering the difficulties faced during 

my last visit to Eastern Congo in 2012. Nevertheless, the Lord’s calling was for me to pass this way, where many were 

eagerly awaiting my return visit in which we were to distribute Bibles and books in Swahili and French, and to visit 

the new orphanage at Fizi. The Lord was pleased to encourage me with the word: “Be strong and of a good courage; 

be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.” (Joshua 1. 9) 

 

By the end of June, the orphanage buildings at Fizi were virtually complete, including a kitchen/store/dining building 

and toilets. However, there was much opposition of Satan to the work. Various difficulties were arising, including a 

defective solar panel for the lighting system, lack of rain to provide water in the tanks and the illness of Pastor Fred 

Wakula (FGEA co-ordinator for E Congo). At the same time I was having problems in obtaining my entry visa to 

Congo. These things brought us to pray the more earnestly for the Lord’s help, which the Lord graciously gave. 

Suddenly every hindrance was removed; I received my visa, the solar panel was exchanged and refitted, a pit was 

completed and pump purchased to bring water to the orphanage until the rains commence, and the orphanage opened 

on 16 August. I was provided with photos and video clips of the opening on arrival in Congo two weeks later. 

 

The opening on the 16 August had to be conducted by the Chief of Social Affairs from the provincial government in 

Bukavu, with whom the orphanage is registered and the children’s details lodged. It is the first orphanage to be 

registered in Fizi Territory. There was a large gathering for the opening including the local Chiefs, representatives of 

the Territory government based in Fizi, local ministers, senior police and army representatives. At such a gathering of 

importance, it is traditional (as in Bible days) for a cow to be killed, prepared and then eaten as part of a special meal. I 

was provided with photos of the cow before, during and after preparation, but I only include photos of the first and last 

stages here! 

Other photos below show the inspection of the 

bedrooms by the Chief of Social Affairs, the people 

gathered outside the orphanage, and the orphans in the 

dining hall. This hall is large enough to be used as an 

indoor place of assembly, and is being used as the 

building in which the local church meets, which is a 

branch of the Congolese denomination led by Pastor 

Wakula (African Evangelical Christian Church).  

 

The orphanage supervisor is the local minister (Pastor Alembo) 

and the staff are members of the church. Their prayerful desire is 

not just to care for the bodily needs of the orphans, but that they 

should be instructed in the ways of godliness according to the 

Bible. The main orphanage and the kitchen/dining building have 

a lighting system powered from solar panels on the orphanage 

roof. However, on the day not everything went according to plan 

– instead of 32 orphans, there were 33 present at the opening 

ceremony, and they decided that they must take this extra child.  

Chief of Social Affairs from Bukavu opening the Fizi orphanage  
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The news of the orphanage opening was a great encouragement as I travelled, and this was a token for good from the 

Lord. The visit gave me the opportunity to personally see the work, speak with the people and better understand the 

challenges that are still before us. 

 

I left the UK on the evening of 1
st
 September, flying via Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) and Kigali (Rwanda), finally arriving 

in Bujumbura (Burundi) in the early afternoon of the 2
nd

 September. I was kindly met at Bujumbura airport by two 

local ministers and Fred Wakula. After disgorging over 200 French booklets and some Bibles from my cases, which 

were for distribution on my return to Bujumbura a week later, Fred Wakula and I were taken into the city and put on a 

minibus bound for the Rwandan border. We were crammed into the minibus with about 20 other people in the searing 

heat, but I was glad to be met by the brethren and be on our way to Congo. However, after about 90 minutes of 

travelling, we had need of prayer and the Lord’s help. We were stopped by a Burundian police check-point, the bus 

searched and identity papers demanded. The young man sat next to us on the bus had no identity card, and on being 

searched by the police was found to be carrying drugs. Thankfully, after some delay the bus and the rest of the 

passengers were allowed to continue on the journey. At the next town we were advised by a passenger to get a taxi 

through to Rwanda and on to the border with Congo; he was also travelling that way and agreed to pay towards the 

cost. But the taxi driver found that this traveller’s baggage included a concealed quantity of alcohol, so we declined his 

company! After 5 minutes we were on our way towards the border with Rwanda, but then a tyre failed. This was 

quickly changed, and praying unto the Lord we were soon crossing into Rwanda, and then covering the remaining 

hour’s journey through the mountains to the Congo border at Cyangugu. We found that the driver was a Christian and 

he gladly received a book in French. Arriving at about 7 pm at Cyangugu, we were too late to cross the border into 

Congo, so we stayed the night at a hotel on the Rwandan side of the border. 

 

Early the next morning, Fred and I walked across the bridge over 

the Ruzizi river as it exits from Lake Kivu into Bukavu in the 

Dem Rep Congo and immediately commenced the two day 

conference being held at Fred’s church in Bukavu (see photo on 

right); the title was “The Word of God the Good Foundation”. 

The standard of living is very low in Congo, but there was such a 

great thirst for the truth and it is a great spiritual joy to be 

preaching there. “The poor have the Gospel preached unto them.” 

Much literature was distributed at the end of the meeting. 

Afterwards Fred Wakula said to me that some of the people 

present were Roman Catholics, and one lady said to him that as a 

result of what she had heard of the Word of truth she would be 

leaving the Church of Rome and coming to Fred’s church. Others 

were challenged to faithfulness in the service of God and in the 

exercise of the ministry according to the scriptures. In the midst 

of trials and poverty, there was a genuine spiritual joy and 

attention to the Word. 

 

Whilst I was in Bukavu, I presented to Fred Wakula and his wife 

Riziki a gift of a large family Bible in French (the Martin version 

of 1744, which is comparable to the KJV in English). This was a 

gift from FGEA to express the appreciation of the Trustees for all 

the labour and sacrifice that Fred and Ruziki (left) have made. 

The photo also shows Paul Esambo (right), who is the Deputy 

Co-ordinator in Eastern Congo for FGEA.    
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On Friday Fred, myself, a number of other brethren and a very large number of boxes of Bibles/books set off south for 

Uvira at the head of Lake Tanganika. The journey was by public minibus via Rwanda to cross the mountains south of 

Bukavu, and then back into Congo to follow the Ruzizi plain to Uvira. There was one very poignant moment when we 

passed a place with ruined buildings. Fred told me that a massacre of 100 people took place in March over a tribal land 

dispute; tribesmen had come down from the mountains at the time when there was an all-night service of prayer in the 

local church, set fire to the building and shot dead everyone who came out, and then attacked local houses. By the time 

soldiers had arrived, the gunmen had gone into the darkness. “Ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is 

your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” (James 4. 14)  

 

The weather now turned wet and the ground very muddy, so that I had need of the boots that I had brought with me. 

After arriving at Uvira we could not find a bus or taxi to take us to the church where I was to preach that afternoon. 

We walked for about half a mile in the mud and rain, and then someone from the church came out riding pillion on a 

motorbike taxi. I thought for one awful moment that I was about to have my first ride on a motorbike, but two of the 

Congolese brethren got on the back of the motorbike instead. Shortly afterwards a bus stopped by us, and the rest of us 

squeezed into it. On arriving at the church, I felt immediately uplifted in my spirit and felt much liberty in preaching.  

 

The following morning we started on the journey south along Lake Tanganika and then up into the mountains to Fizi, 

stopping at the village of Mboko for preaching and distribution of Bibles to pastors. The journey to Fizi and back to 

Uvira required the hire of a large 4x4 vehicle with a driver. Even so the vehicle was challenged by the mud, stones and 

rocks on the road in Uvira Territory, such that the automatic clutch developed a fault. Thankfully, the driver was a 

mechanic and he could fix the problem, but it meant a slower and long journey to Fizi. Some of the sights of the 

journey are shown in the photos below. 

       
As we arrived at the top of the mountain road that leads to Fizi, we were met by a crowd cheering and giving us 

flowers. Then at the orphanage the car was besieged by children and other people, all wanting to greet me and show 

me the orphanage, all the land and what they were doing. I was shown an area of ground that they were cultivating a 

root crop, some seedling fruit trees and a temporary structure that was to be a school. For some time FGEA has been 

paying for the orphans to go to state schools, but the location of the orphanage is not close by, and so they are starting 

to teach the younger children in a small primary school at the orphanage and paying teachers with this money instead. 

The challenge is that there are many more children nearby who are in 

rags and have no education at all. This presents us with a further 

funding challenge, but I was struck by the awful conditions that the 

people and especially 

the children live in. 

The photos show the 

orphanage supervisor 

(Pastor Alembo), 

myself and the 

temporary structure they are putting up for a school. I was told that they 

had no school note books or pens, because these were not available at 

Fizi. God willing Fred will buy some in Bukavu, 10 hours journey away 

and carry them back to Fizi. I was told of other pressing needs – a 

dispensary for medicine (particularly for antimalarial drugs), more 

clothes, a hut for a night watchman, and a fence around the area. 

However, in these we can only look up to the Lord for help, as we have 

scarcely the funds to feed the orphans. 

 

I was taken down the hill to see the pit that had been dug to provide a temporary water supply (see photo on next page) 

until the rains fully come. From this pit, water was carried and pumped up the hill to the orphanage.  
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The next day was the Lord’s Day. Worship was held at the 

Orphanage using the Dining Hall as a church building. In 2012 the 

church building was in a very poor state of repair, therefore the 

orphanage buildings are being used for worship. This also ensures 

that the orphans are regularly present at divine worship. 

Furthermore an elder of the church is giving them instruction in 

the Word of God most evenings of the week. 

 

The numbers that were present on the Lord’s Day and the 

following day, at which I taught on the Word of God to local 

pastors and elders, were overwhelming. The hall could seat at a 

squeeze about 100, but there was simply not enough room. People 

were crowding round the windows and looking in and listening. 

On the Monday there were the local Chiefs, senior police, 

Territory officials and many others present. There were pastors and leaders from a very wide variety of churches – I 

was told afterwards that many may have 

had an uncomfortable time under the 

teaching, but we hope it was spiritually 

profitable. I had preached about the pre-

eminence of Christ and the written Word, 

warning against anything or anyone 

taking the place or even being placed on 

the same level as the Word. During the 

meeting I had noticed one man with his 

head down between his knees. Fred told 

me that he was from a “church”, where 

the pastor had built a monument in the 

church building, placed on it pictures of 

Moses and Christ, and then climbed on 

top of the pictures to show that he was 

above both Moses and Christ! Another 

man who came was a Moslem. After the 

meetings Bibles and books were distributed. The Swahili Bibles were an edition based on the English KJV, and this is 

the best Swahili version that can be obtained in Eastern Congo. I was also presented with a number of gifts, which was 

particularly touching given the poverty of the people. 

    

At the meeting I was also told about the great problems facing the people of Fizi, principally the lack of water supply 

to the town. FGEA had attempted to put forward a proposal to gain funding for piping water to tanks at the orphanage, 

but it was rejected earlier this year. I advised Fred that the proposal would need further work before re-submission, 

and it must include a set of tanks to dispense water at other locations in the town. This was discussed with the local 

chiefs, and we hope that the details can be included in an updated proposal. The situation is stark at Fizi. People are 

dying because of the lack of local and safe water supply; either they must walk for miles, or dig a well lower down the 

hill side beneath latrines (an obvious Cholera hazard). I was also told that the small hospital at Fizi does not have a 

reliable source of electricity. My visit has enabled me to personally verify this situation.  

 

In the late afternoon of the 8 September we visited the military church in Fizi and I preached to a gathering of off-duty 

soldiers and their families, and then distributed books. This invitation came about because last year FGEA had funded 

a distribution of Bibles to the soldiers at Fizi, as well as police and other officials. Their gratitude for this is very great. 
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Whilst in Fizi further orphans were brought to us, asking if they could be taken into the orphanage. At least they did 

have guardians; but it was with a heavy heart I had to say that the orphanage cannot take further children, being 

already one over the original number. There are many more orphans in this area than we can possibly take. Other 

ministers also told me of large numbers of orphans in their towns. May the Lord appear for their aid! However, it was 

encouraging to see some general improvements in Eastern Congo since 2012, especially that the armed forces can take 

a lower profile because security has generally improved. 

 

On Tuesday 9 September we left Fizi for 

Uvira, stopping to take a service in the open 

air at the village of Abumbe. A walk up the 

hill was necessary to reach the place, which 

took us between the very poor houses that 

people lived in, with thin looking children 

in rags. At Uvira, Fred and I took leave of 

the other brethren travelling back to 

Bukavu, and we took a taxi for the 50 

minute journey across the border into 

Burundi to Bujumbura, where we stayed for 

two nights.  

 

On the 10
th
 September I spoke for our 

Burundian hosts on the subject of prayer 

from the Word of God. I felt myself to be 

very unequal to this request, but the Lord 

gave me profitable meditation upon the 

Word and the help of the spirit in speaking. 

In subsequent conversation with the 

brethren in Bujumbura, it was evident that they had not been aware of the corruption of the modern versions of the 

scriptures. However, they were very concerned about these issues, and we were able to leave some literature in French 

and English for them to consider before the Lord. We are hoping to send some KJV Bibles and further literature to 

Bujumbura in the future, God willing. We were thankful for the kindness and fellowship with the brethren in 

Bujumbura, and it was good to make contact with them. Our short stay in Bujumbura was a profitable one. 

 

On the 11
th
 September, we set out for our journeys home; Fred Wakula back to Congo and myself to UK. We could 

rejoice in thankfulness to the Lord for His goodness.  

 

I would therefore conclude by thanking all those who have supported this visit, both locally in Congo, Burundi and in 

the UK through prayer, practical help, donations or grants. 

  

With warm Christian regards, 

 

Ian Sadler 

 

Chairman:  Free Grace Evangelistic Association 

 

 


