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Dear Friends,  

 
As I prepared for the visit to Eastern Congo I felt a mixture of trepidation at the challenges, yet anticipation of being 
with the dear Congolese brethren again. However, the Lord has been very gracious and merciful to help remarkably 
through the visit. “O ye of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?”  Not only were we preserved in long distances over 
difficult conditions, but we were kept in health and strength. We again witnessed a great thirst for the Word of God in 
a land that has been much troubled by poverty and unrest. 
 
As I left home my cases and hand baggage were groaning under the weight of 30 hardback David Martin French Bibles 
obtained from the USA, a few KJV English Bibles and about a thousand pens that I was carrying for a pastor in Congo 
donated by the charity “Pens for Kids.”  A large number of Swahili Bibles had already been purchased locally in Bukavu 
(Dem Rep Congo) using FGEA funds – this edition of the Swahili Bible is based on the KJV English and is the best 
available. The Trinitarian Bible Society kindly granted 2000 copies of their new translation of Matthew’s Gospel in 
French, and these had arrived in Bukavu. It was a little disappointing that a substantial quantity of French literature 
(Mystère, la Grande Babylone) had not arrived from Zambia by post, where it had been printed. However, we pray that 
this literature will soon arrive and can be distributed in Congo at a later date; but in the course of the visit, I felt persuaded 
that the Lord’s way and timing would be perfect, and I could leave it in His all-wise hand. 
 
I left home on Monday afternoon 5th September for Heathrow airport to fly overnight to Addis Ababa (Ethiopia), where 
I changed flights for Kigali in Rwanda.  I arrived midday on Tuesday 6th September to be met at Kigali by Pastor Fred 
Wakula (FGEA Co-ordinator for Eastern Congo) and Pastor Makelele Samson, who is a local pastor in Kigali with 
whom Fred had made contact. We felt a union of spirit with Pastor Makelele and others of the brethren who we met in 
Kigali. In discussions at my hotel it became apparent that the Rwandan brethren had no English or French Bibles and 
had no awareness of the attacks upon the text of the Bible in English and French. They were very receptive to the need 
for faithful versions of the scriptures and requested earnestly that English Bibles be sent to them (Rwanda has recently 
changed from French to English as the official language), and that we could consider helping them to buy native 
language Kinyarwanda Bibles. (Post visit note: An order of KJV English Bibles is already being arranged for Kigali, 
and God willing some English literature will be sent to Kigali in the near future.) After praying together, I took a couple 
of hour’s rest, then I preached at Pastor Makelele’s church (this was up a very steep rocky hillside in Kigali) on the 
subject “Giving glory to God” and I felt the Lord’s special help. It was a great encouragement to begin the visit in this 
way and to make new contacts in Kigali who were earnestly seeking the true uncorrupted Word of God. 
 
Early the following morning (Wednesday 7th September) it was necessary to 
leave for Kigali bus station so that Pastor Fred Wakula and I could take a bus 
to Cyangugu, near to the Congo border. Rwanda is known as “The Land of the 
Thousand Hills” and is very scenic and mountainous, but the tarmacked road 
was the road of a thousand sharp bends, each of which the bus driver took at an 
alarming speed and often on the wrong side of the road! Including a change to 
a minibus for the final few miles to the border crossing at Ruzizi I, the journey 
took over 6 hours from Kigali in which many silent prayers were put up to the 
Lord for preservation. After crossing the border by foot over the Ruzizi river as 
it exits Lake Kivu, we were now in Dem Rep Congo walking through piles of 
dirt (and being covered in clouds of dust if any vehicle went past) up to the 
immigration office.  
 

Pastor Mubibya (centre) giving Swahili Bibles to 

pastors from Baraka (Dem Rep Congo) 

Pastor Fred Wakula 
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All was dealt with properly at the border, but Fred had to take me immediately by taxi to the Head of Security’s offices 
to have my papers and schedule approved under new counter-espionage procedures. Having demonstrated to everyone’s 
satisfaction that I was not a spy, but a minister of the Gospel, my papers received the official seal, they wished me well 
and said “no one can touch you with this seal”. However, we decided to limit photography to within churches, houses 
or at the orphanage site. Then we went straight to my hotel and on to the church of the FGEA Deputy Co-ordinator, Paul 
Esambo, in the Bukavu suburb called Brasserie, which is perched high up on the mountainside above the port area of 
the city. There were many sights of indescribable poverty on the way to Brasserie, with a steep dirt track which the taxi 
driver very skilfully negotiated. I was very warmly welcomed at the church, at which I also met several brethren that I 

knew from previous visits to Congo. In particular, Pastor Mubibya had travelled from 
Nvozu-Shabunda (a day’s journey to the west of Bukavu). After the great ordeal he went 
through in April many people welcomed him emotionally as he travelled with us to 
different churches during the 7-day programme.  
 
The following two days in Bukavu were spent in teaching/preaching from God’s Word 

in Fred Wakula’s church. This was located down a network of narrow alley-ways in the 

suburb of Muhungu la Voix. The church building structure was the same as I preached 

in 2014, but the church building had had to be dismantled and moved to a different 

location. The church owns the structure, but has to move it to a different location if the landlord wants to stop renting 

out the land on which the church building stands.  As I started speaking for the first session of the two-day meeting on 

the Thursday morning, the first of the heavy rains started (the dry season was about to end). I had to stop preaching and 

wait for the rain to ease, as the noise of the rain was so deafening on the metal roof that I and the interpreter could not 

be heard. In this my patience was tried, but I knew that I must press on and patiently wait the Lord’s hand. Within an 

hour we could resume and also more people came 

to the meeting. By the Lord’s gracious hand the 

church was full by the second day, the rains held 

off and I felt the Lord’s special help in speaking 

about the subjects of “Prayer” and “Reading the 

Scriptures”. Afterwards about 110 Bibles (French 

and Swahili) were distributed. Pastors with 

schools were also given quantities of French 

gospels for distribution to their students. In total 

about 16 churches were represented.  

 

Early on the morning of Saturday 10th September, 

myself, Fred and a number of other brethren left 

Bukavu by public bus for Uvira (a town by Lake 

Tanganika) carrying large quantities of Bibles 

and Gospels. The bus travels partly through 

Rwanda (crossing the border at Ruzizi II) to 

negotiate the mountains south of Bukavu, then 

returns to Congo at the Kamanyola crossing to 

travel along the Ruzizi Plain to Uvira. On re-entry 

to Congo, I was asked if I was going to do mineral prospecting in Fizi, but again we had to demonstrate that I was there 

for preaching the riches of Jesus Christ, which are far more 

precious than the gold that perisheth. At Uvira we met the 

driver and 4x4 vehicle that FGEA had hired for the journey 

down Lake Tanganika towards Fizi; this road is often very 

rough and has several unbridged rivers to cross. The journey 

was also somewhat trying due to an abundance of dust, the 

absence of functional seat-belts, a roof-rail that kept coming 

adrift, and a cap for the radiator fluid that did not fit properly 

(we had to stop to top up the radiator with water that had 

been lost by the violent movement of the vehicle over the 

rough and rocky road surface). At about 4pm we arrived in 

the town of Baraka and immediately went to the place where 

an open-air meeting had been arranged and the people were 

waiting. This was most refreshing after the 10 hour journey 

to be with the brethren who most warmly greeted us and 

eagerly listened to the ministry. Afterwards 12 Bibles and 

some French Gospels were distributed.  

 

Dem Rep Congo 

Rwanda 

Tanzania 

Uvira 

Baraka 

Ruzizi 



3 

 

Early on the Lord’s Day morning we left Baraka for the last part of the journey (just over 1 hour) for Fizi. The road was 

a little better than before, but the last stretch involves a long climb up the mountains on which Fizi is located. We arrived 

in time for the morning church service held at the orphanage site. After such a long journey from Bukavu, we returned 

thanks to the Lord for his goodness in bringing us safely to Fizi. 

 

On Monday and Tuesday 12-13th September we held a meeting at the Fizi orphanage site for pastors and church elders 

(from 24 different church organisations) at which I spoke on the need for faithfulness to God’s Word. I began by setting 

out the doctrine of Christ and the Trinity as a foundation of our most holy faith. At this point I was told by Paul Esambo 

(my interpreter) that there were several present who belonged to a cult that denied Christ’s divinity and sovereignty, 

being supposedly superseded by a Congolese “Prophet”. Nevertheless, they stayed throughout the two-day meeting, and 

we cannot but hope that they may have their eyes opened by the Holy Spirit of truth. However, most of those present 

were pastors, including officers from the soldiers’ church, who had heard me preach before in 2012 and 2014. 

Afterwards they testified that since 2012 there had been a growing together in the Lord around the Scriptures, and Fred 

Wakula encouraged the pastors to meet regularly for prayer and study of the Bible. Not only at Fizi, but elsewhere, it 

was testified that Bibles had never before been distributed to all pastors regardless of their denominational connections. 

It was most encouraging to see that the work of FGEA over the last 4 years had brought many churches together in 

spiritual unity around the Word of God and the true doctrine of Christ. Afterwards about 120 Bibles, mostly in Swahili, 

were distributed along with French Gospels for churches 

with students. Other Bibles were reserved for church 

members from Fred’s churches in a number of locations 

around Fizi; pastors from as far as 45 miles away had come 

to Fizi for the meeting, and they each took back 5 Swahili 

Bibles for their home churches. 

 

During the period I was at Fizi, I had opportunity to meet the 

orphans and those who care for them, as well as the school 

teachers at the school on the site. I prayed with them and 

thanked them on behalf of FGEA for their faithful labours. 

It was good to see the care being taken of the orphans and 

they were clean, well-fed and happy. However, there were 

some issues that need resolution. The most pressing is for 

replacement of some of the foam mattresses that the orphans 

sleep on, which had deteriorated through use and the climate. 

In the near future there is also going to be the need for more 

clothes for the orphans and some other minor maintenance work on the building. Nevertheless, we can say “What hath 

God wrought”. When I left Fizi two years ago, I did not know how we could continue to support the work, yet here was 

the orphanage and school continuing by the Lord’s gracious provision. 

 

Not all of the school children had yet joined the school for the new 

term, and we were taking over some of the area they used for the 

pastors’ meeting. However, I could see the lessons being conducted 

and hear the whistle for the start or end of break-time. Before I left 

for Congo, Fred had informed me that the Fizi Territory education 

authorities wanted to close the school because the temporary 

structures were not suitable for children to be taught in. This was a 

source of much deep concern, as these children otherwise would 

have no education, and with a history of war and conflict (including 

child soldiers) this 

is not good for the 

future. When I 

arrived, I was told 

that the local Chiefs had interceded with the Territory authorities and 

the school was given a reprieve until January. This shows the pressing 

urgency of the project to build a permanent school building. I was 

shown the foundations which have been laid, but we need the Lord’s 

almighty appearing for funds (just over £20000) to be made available 

for the building to be completed; although if only half of the building 

could be completed by January this would go a long way to satisfying 

the local officials.  
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The local people are still in pressing need of a proper water supply to the town of Fizi. At present we do not yet have 

any sponsors for the Fizi Water Project. This again requires the Lord’s miraculous appearance. 

 

Given the precarious state of the 4x4 car, we all decided it best to leave Fizi 3pm on Tuesday 13th September and go to 

Baraka for the night, so that we would have at least completed part of the journey. Early the following morning we left 

for Uvira, stopping to preach on “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and today and for ever” at a church at Mboko. In 

answer to prayer and by God’s faithfulness and mercy, we made good progress and arrived safely at Uvira just after 

midday. We then had to find a bus going to Bukavu, via Rwanda and the Ruzizi I border crossing. By 5 pm we were at 

Ruzizi in Rwanda; Fred and I said good-bye to the brethren who carried on back into Congo to Bukavu, while we stayed 

the night at a hotel on the Rwandan side of the border. 

 

Pastor Mubibya and another pastor were planning to 

travel back to Nvozu-Shabunda a couple of days later. 

About 50 Swahili Bibles had been reserved for them to 

carry back to this part of Eastern Congo which is 

suffering much from rebel incursions and conflict. The 

brethren in Bukavu had also made a collection of 

clothes to be taken back to Shabunda territory for those 

in one of the villages whose few clothes had been 

looted by rebels. 

 

The following day Fred and I got a taxi for the 5 miles 

to Kamembe airport, where I took a Rwandair internal 

flight to Kigali. Despite the rather tight change at 

Kigali, I was helped through the airport security and 

other formalities, and by the evening of 15th September 

was on my way to Addis Ababa, where I changed for 

the overnight flight back to London. 

 

 

Truly I can look back in wonder at the answers to prayer in completing this programme despite the extremely challenging 

nature of Eastern Congo and the distances that we had to travel. We pray that the many Bibles distributed and teaching 

given may continue to bear fruit to the glory of God. Yet we pray for the Lord’s appearing with the great and pressing 

needs at the Fizi orphanage site. 

 

 

With warm Christian regards,    
 
Ian Sadler 

Pastor Mubibya (left) and Pastor Paul Esambo (right) at Fizi 

pastors’ meeting  


