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Report on the Visit by the FGEA Chairman to India – January 2013  
 

Dear Members and Friends,  

 

I am writing to give an account of my recent visit to Andhra Pradesh in India on behalf of the Free Grace 

Evangelistic Association. In this the Indian brethren and I knew the Lord’s watchful hand and preservation; 

and we watch for the Lord’s blessing upon the seed of the Word of truth that was sown. I cannot report 

dramatic events, but that the precious Word of God has been given to hundreds of poor believers, and that 

the gospel has been proclaimed in the ears of many more. I also sought to encourage the humble believers 

and to warn of the need of faithfulness, especially faithfulness before God in how the precious gift of the 

Bible is used.  

Influential elements of Indian society are strongly 

(even violently) opposed to the preaching of the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ. Therefore, even obtaining an entry visa 

is an area of great concern and one in which we had to 

pray for favour in the sight of the officials. It is 

tempting to apply for a Tourist visa and just say “I am 

visiting friends.” However, before God this would not 

be entirely honest. (2 Corinthians 4. 1-4) Therefore (as 

in 2011) we prayerfully applied for an Entry visa with a 

letter of invitation stating (with judicious and careful 

wording) the purpose of the visit and giving the 

FGEA(India) registration certificate. I was granted the 

visa, but it had written across it “Free Grace 

Evangelistic Association Andhra Pradesh”, which 

tempted me concerning whether I would be let in the 

country at Hyderabad, where a pastor was recently 

murdered on account of his testimony of Christ. 

 

It was with the felt need of an increase of faith that I set out from home at 3-30 am on Tuesday 15 January, 

and arrived safely at Hyderabad Airport (via Abu Dhabi in the United Arab Emirates) at 3-30am Indian time 

on Wednesday 16 January. On approaching immigration control I silently prayed to the Lord that I would be 

let past. The officer only briefly looked at the visa, scanned it into the computer, handed me my passport and 

then shouted “Next !” So by God’s grace I was through, and soon met by Pastor Sudhakar (FGEA(India) 

Co-ordinator) and several other brethren and set off by car for Ponnur, where Pastor Sudhakar and the 

orphanage are based, and then further to the town of Bapatla where I was accommodated with Pastor 

Sudhakar in a lodge. On the way we stopped at a church building that was only part finished and I was asked 

to pray and briefly speak the word of truth; then a number of children from nearby hovels, on seeing me, 

came running and intently listened to all that was spoken. Finally we reached the lodge after a journey of 

Outside an Indian church 

At an open air meeting, none interfering with 

the preaching of the Gospel. 

mailto:fgea@hotmail.co.uk


about 220 miles that took 9 hours, but I was under strict instructions to remain in my room at all times with 

the door locked. This was not a tourist area ! 

 

As usual it was necessary to hire a vehicle with driver for the visit, due to the poverty of the brethren. In all I 

visited 13 churches, preaching and distributing Telugu Bibles and books, but I never saw anyone connected 

with these churches that possessed a car. Most did not even possess a bicycle; only one pastor had a small 

motorbike. The need to stay in a lodge (very basic by western standards, but acceptable) is that most people 

live in a small single or two-roomed house. I was entertained for meals in several such houses by local 

pastors, where the table on which we ate also served as the family’s bed; for many their bed is a mat laid on 

the floor. 

 

The first engagement of the visit was to 

visit the orphanage at Ponnur, where I was 

to open officially the extension to the 

orphanage that had first been discussed 

during my last visit to India. It was with 

thankfulness to God and appreciation to 

local brethren that the work was completed. 

After being welcomed in traditional Indian 

style with garlands and flower petals, I then 

preached at a service held in the new upper 

floor of the orphanage, which was packed 

with children, adults and a number of local 

pastors. Distribution was then made of 

towels to the children, followed by Bibles 

and books to the older children and adults. 

 

The extension to the orphanage (funded 

mostly by FGEA) added an extra floor to the 

building that accommodates Pastor Sudhakar 

and his family plus 46 orphans. Previously 

they all lived in 3 small rooms ! The original 

plan had been to have 3 additional rooms 

upstairs. However, the local Building 

Inspector (India appears to have inherited our 

planning system) would not permit this, 

insisting that the upstairs should be one 

single room, with a covered balcony. This 

single room is now where the 20 boy orphans 

live, and the 26 girls share the two rooms 

down-stairs split according to age. The upper 

room serves also as a general assembly area 

and, on the Lord’s Day, as a place for 

worship for the orphans and others who join 

from the neighbourhood.  

 

Previously, worship had to be conducted in the open air (enduring either scorching sun, unless it was night 

time, or torrential rain in the monsoon). The covered balcony is an area that can be used for the older 

children to do their school homework. The design of the extension also provides an open second floor roof 

area where orphans could do some craft or other work. Pastor Sudhakar said that the final layout was the 

Lord’s wise doing, as it is more suitable that what was originally planned. I was introduced to the builders, 

who according to Indian custom were presented with a new set of clothes. Many were members of Pastor 

Sudhakar’s church, who with Pastor Sudhakar had laboured to do the building work. 



It was humbling and encouraging to hear 

of the older girl orphans great and 

prayerful interest in the cause of the 

Gospel. I also received encouraging 

testimonies from those who had received 

Bibles and books in 2011 through FGEA. 

Pastor Sudhakar’s eldest son Joseph, who 

is 14 years old, was continually with us 

throughout the visit assisting with the 

distribution of the Bibles and books, as 

well as taking photographs. He is a 

gracious lad in whom it was evident the 

Lord is working. Pastor Sudhakar’s wife 

(Treasurer for FGEA India and a very 

gracious praying Christian lady) and their 

other two younger children (one a baby) 

also spent much time with me. It is deeply 

challenging to see how they have 

sacrificed all for the sake of the Gospel. 

 

On returning from the orphanage, so that we could rest and prepare for the evening preaching meeting on 17 

January, an undercover policeman saw me outside the lodge in Bapatla and then demanded to know who I 

was and what I was doing, requiring to see my passport and visa. Pastor Sudhakar confirmed with the police 

commander that this was indeed a police detective who had approached us. It was at this point I was heartily 

glad and thankful to the Lord that I did not have a Tourist visa, and that my visa plainly stated “Free Grace 

Evangelistic Association Andhra Pradesh.” How foolish we are to fear those things that are in God’s wisdom 

and foreknowledge for our good and preservation. With prayers unto God, my passport, visa and air-tickets 

had to be presented at the police station, but all was in order in the sight of the police and no further 

hindrance was made. 

 

In the subsequent 6 days I preached at a further 12 

meetings, all in different places, some close to 

Bapatla, but some requiring a 1½ hour drive to 

remote rural areas. The whole region is low-lying 

coastal fens, criss-crossed with drainage and 

irrigation canals, with no shortage of stagnant 

water and mosquitos. Vast areas are cultivated 

largely by hand, where various crops were grown; 

including cotton, rice, maize and chillies. The 

temperature during the Indian “winter” was 30°C 

in the day and 20°C at night, with generally 

cloudless sunshine. One meeting would be held 

around mid-day, the other at 9-00 pm, each 

followed by a meal which was always a curry and 

had to be eaten without any cutlery. Often I would 

return to the lodge at mid-night or even after 1 am, 

but the Lord gave me the strength sufficient and an 

enlargement of heart towards the many poor people 

before me. 

 

At most of the places I visited there was poverty of the most dreadful nature. Church buildings were 

sometimes built from sticks, mud, reeds and pieces of plastic sheeting. At two places there was no completed 

church building, so the meeting was held in the open air. There were people obviously diseased, who at the 

end of the service would ask for me to pray for them (there is no free health care system in India). I felt an 

overwhelming sense of my impotence. I thought of how different with our Lord, when he healed the 

On the covered balcony of the orphanage with Pastor Sudhakar and his wife. 

The church “curry” after the meeting. I am sat next to Pastor 

Sudhakar’s eldest son Joseph. 



impotent folk, the blind, the halt and the maimed. I could but commend these poor people to the mercies of 

the Lord in prayer. 

 

At the meetings, after I had preached on the 

Word of God and salvation in Christ, the 

hosting pastor would present a list of church 

members or regular attendees who needed a 

Bible. After these were called up by name 

and also given copies of my books “Love of 

God” and “Jesus, the Way”, then any already 

possessing a Bible were given a copy of each 

book. Pastors were also given a copy of 

“Mystery, Babylon the Great”. Children of 

an age to read were given New Testaments. 

In some cases English AV Bibles were given 

to pastors or students who could read 

English. 

 

As well as those inside the church buildings, there were often those outside. Sometimes the building was too 

small to accommodate all who wished to come, and a loud speaker helped to relay the message to them. In 

other cases, people who were not believers, would come to hear. At one church there were a number of 

people standing outside looking through the windows intently listening throughout my sermon (which Pastor 

Sudhakar translated into Telugu). May the Lord be pleased to bring them to know their sinful state, and draw 

them to Christ by living faith. At Pastor Sudhakar’s own church where all the members already had Bibles, 

there were 5 Telugu Bibles given out to people afterwards. I enquired about why they had not previously 

received a Bible; the answer was that they had just started attending worship in the last 3 weeks. This 

seemed quite usual in India. How in the UK we have grown accustomed to decay, coldness and lack of fruit. 

May we seek the Lord’s gracious return that the same reviving be given to us, as He is doing in India and 

Africa. 

 

India is a land of staggering contrasts. One is 

astonished at the opulence of the international airport 

at Hyderabad and the motorway links to the terminal, 

contrasted with the most ghastly sights of poverty. 

However, I also saw a number of grandiose churches 

and institutions controlled by the Jesuits and the 

followers of Don Bosco from the Church of Rome, 

with their palatial buildings. Yet more disgraceful was 

the sight of a large Baptist church which already had a 

magnificent building, but which was spending yet 

further fortunes on enlarging what they already had. 

On seeing this, I asked Pastor Sudhakar, “Do they use 

their money to distribute Bibles to the poor ?” The 

answer was “No” ! Pastor Sudhakar also commented 

about so-called protestant ministers who dressed in 

robes and appeared like the Pope ! Yet those who are 

labouring with FGEA to distribute God’s word have 

church buildings of the poorest nature, but it has ever 

been so that the Lord uses the humble and poor to His 

honour and glory. (1 Corinthians 1. 26-31) I was told 

that in living memory no one else has widely 

distributed Bibles to the poor believers in this part of 

India. 

 



Travelling conditions are not for the faint-

hearted. Although the roads are usually 

reasonable, the traffic is a confusing mixture of 

slow lorries, buses, three-wheelers, tractors, 

cyclists, over-loaded trailers pulled by a yoke of 

oxen, not to mention the cows, buffalo, flocks of 

sheep, hens, dogs, rickshaws etc, etc. The towns 

can often descend into a melee of grid-locked 

hooting motorists. Vehicles drive mostly on the 

left, but not always ! 

 

Throughout the visit the following approximate 

numbers of books and Bibles were freely 

distributed:  

Bible (Telugu)   550 

New Testament (Telugu)  200 

Bible (KJV English)    20  

Jesus the Way (Telugu)  600 

Love of God (Telugu)  600 

Mystery, Babylon (Telugu)   20 

 

Many more copies of the Bible, New Testament 

and books remain in stock for distribution in 

2013, God willing. Whilst I was in India Pastor 

Sudhakar was receiving phone calls from 

pastors asking him to come with Bibles and 

books to their churches also. They had heard 

that Bibles were being distributed and were 

anxious that their churches should also be 

thereby blessed with this precious gift given by 

inspiration of God. 

After taking a mid-day meeting in Bapatla on the 

23 January, a local pastor came to us with two 

girls (aged 12 and 14) who were orphaned and 

destitute. They were being temporarily looked 

after in a church building by the poor pastor. We 

were asked if they could be taken in to the 

orphanage. I said that proper and prayerful 

enquiry was needed by Pastor Sudhakar and his 

wife, rather than making an instant decision. 

However, the sight of these two girls is 

something that remains inscribed in my memory. 

(After my return to the UK, Pastor Sudhakar 

confirmed that these girls are to be taken in and 

housed in the orphanage at Ponnur.)  
 

We then set off on the long journey to Hyderabad airport, arriving at midnight in good time for my flight to 

Abu Dhabi at 4-00am. Then my patience was tried, as the flights at Abu Dhabi were badly delayed by fog. I 

finally left Abu Dhabi 5 hours later than planned, arriving home at 9-45pm on 24 January after a 35 hour 

journey. Yet the Lord had given safe travelling and had faithfully preserved and strengthened me by His 

grace. We look in prayer for the fruit to come forth by the watering of the seed by the Holy Spirit. 

 

I would conclude by thanking all those who have supported this visit, either locally in India or in the UK 

through prayer, practical help, donations or grants.  
         Ian Sadler 

Distributing towels to the older orphan girls at the orphanage. 

A typical village church (left) with homes and a hand pump. 


