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Report on the Visit by the FGEA Chairman to the Orphanage at Ponnur India – January 2017  
 

Dear Members and Friends,  

 
As soon as I arrived at Hyderabad airport, I was welcomed by Pastor Sudhakar, his two sons and the orphan tutor, Isaac, 

before we set out for the long car journey for Ponnur. It was good to be with them again and to be able to speak face-to-

face after two years. 

After resting it was a joy on the following day to visit the 

orphanage at Ponnur in Andhra Pradesh, India, which FGEA 

supports with monthly grants. As I walked up to the orphanage 

entrance, I was warmly greeted in the traditional Indian manner 

with flowers and a garland; I was showered with flower petals by 

the orphans, who had much excitement at being able to throw the 

petals at me.  

At the orphanage, there was a large gathering of people. There 

were those who helped in the care of the orphans and many 

people from the local church, as well as other local pastors. Many 

children were also present who attended a Sunday school at the 

orphanage. In all, the place was packed to overflowing. After 

speaking to the large assembly, I was asked to give prizes to three 

of the orphans for their answers to scripture questions. We then 

undertook a distribution of 150 blankets, which FGEA had paid for, as a gift to each of the orphans and to the local 

children at the Sunday School; these were all children from poor families. Afterwards I spoke to the orphans and gave 

them opportunity to ask me some questions. They asked me what I did for a living and how it was that I came to be 

helping orphans in India. Finally, everyone had a meal 

together, with rice and curry being served from huge 

caldrons set up outside in the small yard.  

It was evident that some maintenance work is needed in 

the yard with the flag-stones. There is also no proper 

fence or wall with the neighbouring property, just some 

broken pieces of asbestos cement roofing sheets. If funds 

were available, these are areas that would benefit from 

improvement. 

I also saw some of the orphans on other occasions, 

including on the Lord’s Day at church. After the service, 

they presented me and my family with some small gifts. 

The orphans receive pocket money and they had put 

some of this aside to buy these gifts, which was very 

touching. 

During my time in India I discussed the orphanage with Pastor Sudhakar and his eldest son, Joseph. When I first visited 

in 2010, the children were all young; since then I have seen them grow up during my visits. However, several familiar 

At Ponnur orphanage with the orphans and other local poor 

children who attend a Sunday School 
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faces were no longer there.  Pastor Sudhakar and Joseph explained that they had reached the age of 15 or 16 and had left 

the orphanage, but their place had been taken by other younger children. At the age of 15 or 16 the orphans are free to 

leave the orphanage to get work or go to college or University. For those who are academically able higher education is 

paid for by the Indian government, who also provide for the orphan’s accommodation and living costs whilst studying. 

Other orphans leave at 16 to work, and some then 

get married. One of the former orphans was married 

last year and I met her at a church service on the 

Lord’s Day.  

Whilst the government provides free schooling for 

the orphans under the age of 16, their care is not 

paid for other than through the FGEA grants and 

local donations. However, I am very thankful that 

there is a clear route for the orphans to go out into 

society when they reach the age of 16. 

As older orphans are leaving, other orphans are 

taken in to keep the numbers at the orphanage at 

around 55 children, but no less than 50. Currently 

there are 56 orphans, 31 boys and 25 girls. New 

orphans are taken in on the recommendation of a 

local pastor who is known to Pastor Sudhakar. A typical scenario is that they are have been abandoned following the 

break-up of their parents’ marriage. New orphans are usually aged about 7 – 10 years old when they join the orphanage. 

The orphanage has a young man, Isaac, who is acting as tutor for the children. It is the prayer and labours of the brethren 

in India that the orphans may be helped in bodily needs and blessed in their souls through faithful teaching and loving 

compassionate care.  

It was evident that we face some challenges, and that we need to pray that the Lord would help. Firstly, that Pastor 

Sudhakar and his family and the orphans are preserved in health. When I arrived in India and was met by Pastor Sudhakar 

he showed me his injuries from a motor bike accident on 20 December; remarkably he was spared serious injuries, but 

was still sore, bruised and in some pain. Only a matter of days before, the orphanage supervisor in Fizi (Dem Rep Congo) 

also survived a motorbike accident. This shows Satan’s attack upon the work of the Lord. Secondly, Pastor Sudhakar 

requested that the monthly grant for the orphanage (which has remained the same for two years in terms of Indian 

Rupees) be increased. He explained that the division of Andhra Pradesh state, which led to the formation of Telangana 

State and the need for the Andhra Pradesh capital to be relocated, has resulted in increased local taxes. This again is an 

issue in which we need the Lord to appear; FGEA has already been pressured by the weakness of the Pound against the 

Indian Rupee. All we can say is “Lord help us.” Yet the Lord is faithful to uphold and to provide, which give us hope to 

press on with this vital work.  

I would wish to extend my heartfelt thanks on behalf of FGEA to Pastor Sudhakar, his wife, his family and all the other 

brethren who help to look after the orphans and to bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. May the 

Lord bless them and reward them for this labour of love. 

 

 

With warm Christian regards, 

 

Ian Sadler 

 

Chairman:  Free Grace Evangelistic Association 

 


