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Report on the Visit by the FGEA Chairman to Malawi and Zambia - September 2012  
 
Dear Members and Friends,  

 
I am writing to give an account of my recent visit to Malawi and eastern Zambia on behalf of the Free Grace 
Evangelistic Association. This was the first time that I have visited Malawi, and also the first visit to the Eastern 
Province of Zambia. For a number of years I have had requests to visit Malawi, but until now the Lord had not opened 
the way. During the last year FGEA has formed a branch in Malawi with Pastor Elwyn Maliwa as Co-ordinator, and 
this was vital preparation for the visit. He has worked tirelessly and I am greatly indebted to him. The schedule was a 
very challenging one, but the Lord watched over us throughout the programme and our travelling. If anything, it was 
the most demanding and intense visit that I have yet known. But this should not surprise or discourage us, for the 
apostle Paul wrote about preaching Christ; “Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all 
wisdom; that we present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: Whereunto I also labour, striving according to His 
working, which worketh in me mightily.” (Colossians 1. 28-29) Throughout we proved the Lord’s great faithfulness. 
 
I left home at 2 pm on Monday 3 September, and arrived at Lilongwe Airport in Malawi just over 24 hours later on 
Tuesday 4 September, having travelled from Heathrow via Addis Ababa in Ethiopia. I had packed out my bags (to use 
up my 2 piece/46 kg baggage allowance + 7 kg hand-baggage) with 20 KJV Bibles and 154 books to add to the large 
stock of Bibles and books waiting in Malawi and Zambia. I was burdened before God that I must have a Bible and a 
few books in my hand luggage, so this was arranged when packing. 
 
Nothing remarkable occurred during the journey until I was on the flight from Addis Ababa to Lilongwe, when I 
found myself seated next to an Asian man. I was reading my Bible, but I was aware that he was intently looking across 
to what I was reading. He then spoke to me, and it became evident he was seeking Christ and had been going to a 
church, although he was in much need of sound teaching. On enquiring he said he was from Myanmar (Burma) and 
was going to work in Malawi for a year. He was quite astonished when I told him I was a minister and that one of my 
books (“Jesus, the Way”) had been translated into Burmese. I asked him if he could read English; he said he could. 
However, when I enquired whether he had a Bible, he said he had not. Therefore, I gave him the Bible I had packed in 
my hand-luggage and a copy of “Love of God” in English, which he greatly appreciated. When the meal was brought 
to the passengers, he asked me if I would give thanks openly, and so I also prayed with him there in the aeroplane. I 
asked him to write to me when he had read the book. When a couple of hours later we arrived at Lilongwe, I declared 
what I was carrying in my luggage to a customs officer, who likewise was seeking and had just started going to a 
Bible class at her church, but again did not possess a Bible. It was very clear that she was not seeking a bribe, but 
genuinely desired to have a copy of the Scriptures, which I gladly gave her along with a book. In these things we sow 
the seed of the Word and pray that the Lord would give an increase. 
 

On arrival at Lilongwe airport I was met by my hosts Pastor 
Maliwa (FGEA(Malawi) Co-ordinator - right) and Pastor 
Musaka (FGEA(Zambia) Co-ordinator and Regional Director 
- left). After depositing my stock of books in Lilongwe, we 
went to the bus station and bordered a battered old minibus 
(this is known as a “Combi” in Africa) to travel to the 
Zambian border near Mchinji. Our patience was sorely tried 
when the driver and other passengers without warning all 
went off to a street market in Mchinji, leaving us in the 
vehicle.  
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Eventually we were driven to the border, crossed without difficulty and were taken in a waiting vehicle with Zambian 
friends to the nearby Zambian town of Chipata, arriving at about 7-30pm. It was with thankfulness for the Lord’s 
goodness that we rested that evening. 
 
A two-day conference was organised by FGEA(Zambia) in Chipata through the labours and dedication of Pastor 
Lackson Banda (FGEA zone Co-ordinator from Lusaka) and other local ministers. The format of this conference was 
repeated in Malawi. Participants paid a small registration fee and a collection was taken, so as to help with local costs. 
I spoke on the following themes at these conferences, depending much on the Holy Spirit to give life and power to the 
word spoken: 
 

Christ the Eternal Word 
The Authority of God 
Noah - a Preacher of Righteousness 

Necessity of a Faithful Bible Translation 
Preaching the Word 
Redeeming the Time 

 
At the end, the following literature was distributed (as appropriate to the language spoken by each one, and whether 
they were a pastor or not) - many left the conferences rejoicing to receive God’s word and the other literature: 

 Bibles in English and/or local languages (Chichewa, Tonga or Tumbuka) 

 Literature on Bible versions from the Trinitarian Bible Society and the Bible League 

 The books “Jesus, the Way”, “Love of God” and “The Authority of God” in English and Chichewa 
 
As I have witnessed many times before in Africa, there was astonishment 
amongst even senior pastors, when evidence was set forth that their Bible 
versions had been corrupted. By God’s grace FGEA teaches those vital 
things that most Bible Colleges will not dare to mention. We seek for the 
purity of God’s word, the public reading of God’s word, and for 
faithfulness in our conduct and ministry. These are sadly wanting in 
many churches. African brethren spoke in detail from an African 
perspective about problems of the corruption of the Scriptures in the local 
languages (the main language in this part of Africa is Chichewa). My 
friends, Elwyn Maliwa and Duwen Musaka, have studied in detail many 
local language versions. Following the corruption of the Biblical text that 
originated with Westcott and Hort in the 19

th
 century revision to the 

English version, serious problems have arisen in the Chichewa versions. 
For example in Romans 8.1 “There is therefore now no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit.” The equivalent in Chichewa of the underlined words is missing. 
In 1 Timothy 3.9, “bodily exercise” becomes “bodily habits”. In Hosea 
11.12 “but Judah yet ruleth with God, and is faithful with the saints” 
(KJV), becomes in the Chichewa version the contradiction “Judah fights 
against God, and is faithful with the saints” !! The English NIV also turns 
the truth on its head in this and many other passages, by saying “Judah is 
unruly with God”. It was pointed out; how can someone fight against or 
be unruly with God, and yet be faithful? Sadly many professed ministers 
in Africa secretly fight against God, whilst claiming to be faithful with 
the saints.  
 
Recommendation was given on the best Chichewa version currently in print (even so, some verses are sadly still 
omitted). For those who could read English we advised that they should be comparing with the King James Version 
(KJV) to ensure that they are not missing any verses or reading incorrect teaching. We called upon those present to 
pray for God to raise up those who would faithfully translate the Bible into Chichewa and other African languages. 
 
The conference at Chipata was attended by over 300 people, with about 45 churches represented and 59 pastors. The 
venue was absolutely packed for the whole of two days, such that additional seating had to be obtained. After the 
public meetings, the evenings were spent in private meetings to consider prayerfully future work in Zambia and the 
adjoining part of Congo (Katanga province). I was also greatly touched by the many phone calls and messages of 
greeting I received from other parts of Zambia. Indeed one of the young men who heard me speak over five years ago 
in the Zambian town of Kabwe is now one of the pastors who did much to help with the conference in Chipata. 
 
On Friday 7 September we set off just after 8-00am to travel from Chipata to Kande in northern Malawi, via Lilongwe. 
We took with us a significant stock of literature and Bibles, as some of the literature sent from the UK to Kande was 
still delayed in the Malawian postal service. The journey was about 500 km (350 miles) using cars, Combi’s and a 
large bus.  



After various border delays, police road blocks and other hindrances, we 
realised in Lilongwe that we would not catch the necessary bus to Kande. The 
Zone Co-ordinator in Lilongwe kindly offered to drive us part way if we paid 
the fuel costs, so as to catch up with the bus. We agreed, but he had to drive us 
200 km ! Whilst travelling in his car, we passed the area where Pastor Maliwa 
had lived as a child. Pastor Maliwa said that nearby was a monument to where 
the first Chichewa Bible translation started. I asked about the dates of this 
work. We then realised that the work, which is evidently now long out of 
print, may provide a source of a more faithful translation of the Bible into 
Chichewa. It was only because of the delays and the change of travel 
arrangements that we passed this spot and had this conversation. We agreed 
that Pastor Maliwa would follow this up after the conferences, and seek to 
obtain further information about the original Chichewa version of the 
Scriptures. 
 
After driving through the mountains to Salima and alongside Lake Malawi, we passed through largely Moslem areas. 
This road was funded from abroad on condition that along its route a Mosque was built every 5 km ! As we 
approached Nkhotakota, we were stopped at a police road block. We asked the police if they had seen the bus we 
needed, to which they replied that the bus had passed a few minutes before. As we came into Nkhotakota our driver 
prayed aloud and asked in Jesus’ name that the bus would be stopped. Within a minute we saw the bus stopped ahead 
of us. The driver parked in front of the bus (so it could not drive away), then we got out and climbed into the bus as 
darkness was drawing on. The bus was absolutely packed with about 90 people, and entry was only obtained by 
climbing over piles of luggage and sacks of grain. Pastor Maliwa pleaded with the driver and conductor to let us on, as 
we were ministers travelling to a conference; and we obtained favour and were admitted. We had to stand in very 
cramped conditions for over 3 hours. Nevertheless, we rejoiced that in answer to prayer we had caught the bus we 
needed, and we were on our way to speak the word of truth at Kande. The journey was also punctuated by a search of 
the bus and luggage at a police road block and a very heated argument between the conductor and some passengers 
over tickets being sold to people who had to stand. This again required prayer and the intervention of Pastor Maliwa to 
calm tempers, as the driver was refusing to drive the bus any further unless people moved further back in the bus. The 
shouting and arguing also involved reference to the “Muzungu” (i.e. “white man”, or in this case “me”), and I 
wondered whether I would be ejected from the bus in the darkness. It was only after we had reached the end of the 
journey that I could be told that the passengers felt sorry for me having to stand, and thought it a disgrace that the 
conductor had even sold tickets to a “Muzungu” when he knew there were no seats. However, this was God’s 
appointed means of us reaching our destination where we must minister the word of truth. By His overruling hand we 
reached Kande at about 8-30 pm, where we were taken to the small Bible College (VIBITAC) where the Principal is 
the deputy Co-ordinator for FGEA(Malawi) - Pastor Sydney Kansengwa - who was hosting us. We were 
accommodated in a small cottage just on the beach overlooking Lake Malawi. Such a beautiful and relaxing location 
for the weekend was a great provision by the Lord’s providence, in the midst of such a challenging schedule. 
 
On the Saturday, I spoke at a one-day FGEA conference organised by the northern zone of FGEA(Malawi). The Lord 
favoured us by His presence in the meeting. There were 68 attending, many were ministers. Some had travelled from 
the regional capital of Msuzu, where the FGEA(Malawi) northern zone is based. There was also a young man from 
Nottingham, who had come from Msuzu where he was working to help disabled people. However, we found one man 
there with a Jehovah’s Witnesses “Bible”, and personally spoke to him about this. Like many in Africa, he had been 
completely ignorant that this was a vile corruption of the truth. It was a joy to be able to give him an altogether 
different version of the Bible. During the conference we were brought a parcel of TBS literature on Bible versions, 
which had just arrived that day in the post after a long delay. This was another remarkable answer to prayer, as we 
knew the importance of distributing this material to the participants. There was joy as the Bibles were distributed. 

After the conference, Pastor Musaka and I went 
for a short walk along the beach. We were joined 
by a local man who seemed very keen to talk 
with us, whose name was “Wise Man”. He 
wanted to sell us carvings, and asked us to go off 
into the bushes amongst the trees with him. I 
sensed potential danger, having read Pilgrim’s 
Progress recently; so I politely declined. He said 
he would see us at church on Sunday, but we 
never did see him again. After this incident, we 
thought about how many churches and ministries 
are led astray by the wisdom of this world, rather 
than following the Word of God. Again the Lord 
had preserved us. 



Pastor Maliwa reported afterwards about an interview with one participant at the Kande meetings, that “he was 
blessed by the teachings which had come at the right time, and were a great eye opener to the Church in Malawi. He 
also appreciated the gift of Bibles and literature which was distributed at the Conference.” 
 

On the Lord’s Day I was asked to preach at a local Baptist 
Church in the village of Chifira, but as there were fuel 
shortages, we were told that it would involve a long walk along 
the beach. I did not feel able to do this in the African heat and 
baking sun, but then at the last moment some fuel became 
available so we could be driven there. I felt helped to speak 
from Psalm 73. In the course of the meeting we noticed that the 
Sunday School teacher had a Chichewa Bible that began at 
Genesis 23 (the first 22 chapters having disintegrated). We 
asked her to come to a meeting at the Bible College in the 
afternoon, where we would give her a new Bible. In the 
afternoon she was given a new Bible, but we saw that her 
fellow church member was using the remains of a Chichewa 
Bible that had lost its covers and began at Numbers 8 and ended 
at John 21 (see photograph). This was quite a pitiful and 
shocking sight. We likewise ensured that she left with a 
complete Bible. I am told that if anyone has a Bible in the rural 
areas, it is often in this type of condition.  
 

On Monday 10 September we left Kande at 6-15am to take a Combi (which was in a worse than average state of 
disrepair) to Msuzu, where we needed to meet FGEA(Malawi) officials. Nevertheless the Combi took us through the 
mountainous roads and we arrived before 9-00am at Msuzu. By 10-00am all necessary business was done and we 
were seated in a large bus advertised for Lilongwe. However, this bus stood in Msuzu bus station for over 2 hours 
with its engine running in the burning sun. We asked why it was not leaving. The reply from the conductor was that it 
would leave when all the seats were filled. After mid-day we finally left the bus station on the 300 km journey to 
Lilongwe. By 5-00 pm we had passed Kusungu and were within an hour of Lilongwe as the sun was setting, when the 
bus engine suddenly stopped and we glided to a silent halt, having run out of fuel in a remote location ! Throughout 
the journey I had been praying for the Lord’s help, knowing that great challenges lay ahead at Lilongwe. The Lord 
was gracious to answer prayer at this point, as a Combi pulled in beside the bus and offered to take passengers. Pastor 
Maliwa advised that we should pay the extra fare for use of the Combi as he had no idea how long it would take the 
bus driver to find fuel (there being fuel shortages at the time). So we decamped all of our luggage and set off for 
Lilongwe in the Combi, then having to change to another Combi on the edge of the city. Nevertheless, we arrived in 
Lilongwe bus station at 8-00pm, being there delivered from a drunken man who accosted me in the dark and wanted to 
take our luggage ! At last we were picked up in a vehicle and taken to the church compound that was to be our venue, 
kindly made available for the FGEA(Malawi) conference on 11-13 September; the compound included a house where 
we were accommodated very warmly by the minister and his wife. 
 
At the Lilongwe conference there were 108 
attending in total, of which most were 
ministers or minister’s wifes, but it appeared 
to be the custom in Lilongwe that if the 
minister went to a meeting, he would not 
invite his elders or members. Thus I knew I 
was mainly speaking to those who were 
statedly ministers or pastors. I felt a particular 
burden and cried for help from God to speak 
on the need for faithfulness, and that those 
present might know a blessing in their 
ministry and where needed they would be 
given a true spirit of repentance by God.  
 
Pastor Musaka reported afterwards. “The audience was very attentive as Dr Sadler taught on The Need for a Faithful 
translation of the Bible. One Pastor came to me at the first tea break saying, “We need the interpreter to be so clear so 
that we don’t miss anything being taught, because today’s teaching is very important and besides, we have never come 
across these things. Now, we need to understand these matters as being taught.” The teaching was so challenging to 
the brethren and during lunch time they started testifying that for all these years we have been in the ministry, no light 
ever dawned on these issues. But today a light shone in their lives. Such were testimonies from those who talked with 
me.” 



Although all present were from nominally protestant churches or denominations, we found one minister with a Roman 
Catholic Chichewa version that had all the books of the Apocrypha interspersed amongst the inspired books of the 
Bible. Again this is not uncommon, but is done through ignorance. We strove to ensure that those present were warned 
about such things, and to teach that “them that honour Me [i.e. God], I will honour.” (1 Samuel 2.30) 
 
In Lilongwe we were joined by Pastor Maxwell Msindo (FGEA(Zimbabwe) Co-ordinator) and by Pastor Hungwe, 
who is the FGEA(Zimbabwe) representative acting as Co-ordinator for the work in Mozambique. They had travelled 
for many days to be present with us. It was a privilege again to be with them for a short while, and we used the 
occasion to discuss FGEA matters in Zimbabwe and Mozambique, including tentative plans for a future visit to 
Zimbabwe, if the Lord will. On the 12 September the brethren from Zimbabwe left for home, but with a large quantity 
of Chichewa literature for free distribution via FGEA contacts in Tete in Mozambique. In Lilongwe we also met 
FGEA(Malawi) representatives from the southern zone based in the south of the country, who had travelled up to 
Lilongwe. After the conference, they also took back literature to places such as Balaka and Blantyre for free 
distribution. 
 
The final session of the conference in Lilongwe ended as I left for the airport at mid-day on Thursday 13 September, 
which was immediately followed by the Bible and literature distribution. As we knew that there were still significant 
stocks remaining, these will be distributed in the coming months through FGEA(Malawi). Pastor Musaka also carried 
back parcels of literature for Zambia. We each returned home later on Friday 14 September. 
 
After the meetings, Pastor Maliwa travelled to the Kaso Bible Monument; the place where the first Chichewa Bible 
translation was commenced in the 19

th
 century. There is a monument and a house where the first translation is kept 

(see photos below). Pastor Maliwa also went to Nkhoma where there is a museum. A request has been made to make a 
formal visit and to inspect the documents and Bibles to establish whether the original Chichewa translation of the 
Bible is more faithful and accurate than the current versions in print. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would conclude by thanking all those who have supported this visit, either locally in Africa or in the UK through 
prayer, donations or grants. My especial thanks go to many brethren in Zambia and Malawi who laboured and 
sacrificed much time to organise the conferences and to provide hospitality during this visit. 
 
“It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new every morning: 
great is Thy faithfulness.” (Lamentations 3. 22-23) 
 

With warm Christian regards, 

 

Ian Sadler 

 

 

 


