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Report on the Visit by the FGEA Chairman to Malawi and Zambia - September 2015  
 
Dear Friends,  

 
I am writing to give an account of my recent visit to Malawi and eastern Zambia on behalf of the Free Grace 
Evangelistic Association. I had previously visited three years ago, and it had been long requested that I should return. 
After a couple of recent visits by FGEA representatives from UK and Zambia to southern Malawi, the priority was to 
visit Lilongwe (Central Zone) and Mzuzu (Northern Zone) as well as Chipata in the Eastern Zone of Zambia. Local 
FGEA zones had been formed in these areas three years ago, and it was important that I should return. We were well 
aware that some who very enthusiastically came to the FGEA meetings three years ago, were only seeking the “loaves 
and the fishes” thinking that somehow they might make a financial gain from FGEA. However after the “chaff” had 
quickly lost interest in the work of FGEA, the “ears” were still present; so it was a joy to meet again and encourage 
the faithful brethren whose true thirst was for the Word of God.  
 
I left home at 1 pm on Monday 7 September, and arrived at Lilongwe Airport in Malawi in the morning of Tuesday 8 
September, having travelled from Heathrow via Nairobi in Kenya. I had packed out my bags to use up my free 
baggage allowance with some Bibles and large quantities of booklets and second hand literature (e.g. Bethel Pulpits, 
Gospel Standards, Zion’s Witness). On arrival at Lilongwe my bags were of particular interest to a senior customs 
officer, who had overheard that I was carrying Christian literature. He wanted to look through my bags again and 
commented how much more valuable Bibles were for Malawi than gifts of cars, money etc... He asked about my visit 
and requested if he could have a KJV English Bible for himself, which I very gladly gave to him. 
 
I was then met by Elwyn Maliwa (FGEA Malawi Co-ordinator) and Duwen Musaka (Regional Director and FGEA 
Zambia Coordinator). Elwyn had travelled 4 hours by bus from southern Malawi, but Duwen’s journey was as long as 
mine, having travelled all through the previous day and night by bus from Kabwe in central Zambia (540 miles). The 
first conference venue was at Lumbadzi close to the airport, so we could spend the first day resting and holding private 
meetings at a lodge. A key meeting involved two of the FGEA Malawi brethren from southern Malawi who are 
engaged in checking the revision of the Chichewa New Testament. This interim project is being done in partnership 
with the Trinitarian Bible Society (TBS) using principally the English KJV to revise and correct an extant Chichewa 
translation. Most current Chichewa versions of the Bible have serious problems, especially in the New Testament, so 
that a revision is urgently required. Elwyn Maliwa is leading this revision, having completed as far as the Four 
Gospels, but this work requires detailed checking by local ministers from a variety of tribal/geographical backgrounds. 
From both this meeting in Lilongwe and a similar one in Chipata (Zambia), we were able to complete the full number 
of checkers from both Malawi and Zambia, giving them encouragement and advice in the work. All of the checkers 
are experienced ministers with linguistic ability and 
members of FGEA local branches, whom I had also met 
three years ago in my previous visit.  
 
The three conferences in Lilongwe, Chipata and Mzuzu 
(northern Malawi) were the main focus of the visit. At 
each conference teaching was given on the Word of God, 
the doctrine and eternal blessings in Jesus Christ, and the 
union of Father, Word and Holy Spirit (1 John 5. 7). We 
warned against error, ignorance of the scriptures, 
unfaithfulness and false prophecy. The conferences each 
lasted two days and the combined attendance was about 
750, of which a large proportion were pastors and church 
leaders. All received Bibles (either English KJV, or the 

mailto:fgea@hotmail.co.uk


best current Chichewa and Tumbuka versions) and literature about the Word of God and the way of salvation. Duwen 
Musaka gave much emphasis to teaching the Word of God to the young and the importance of the family. We warned 
about the problem of false prophecy that is affecting many churches in southern Africa – many of these “prophets” 
were previously witchdoctors, who found that using the name of a “prophet of the Lord” was more lucrative. One 
pastor came up to me afterwards and said to me how these falsehoods had badly affected his wife and many others in 
various churches. May the Lord deliver many from this devilish deception of false prophecy, but rather that they give 
heed to the Word of God and the Lord’s faithful servants ! We pray for the Lord’s blessing upon the seed sown. 
 
During the first day of the Lilongwe conference, a local Malawian minister said to me “You cannot have a testimony 
without a test” – I thought, how very true. Indeed we were about to walk this way ourselves. Having set our face to 
attack the strongholds of Satan and his deceits, and to proclaim the Word of God, we proved 1 Corinthians 16. 9; “For 
a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries.” The schedule at Lilongwe was intense 
and most challenging, but it was after we left Lilongwe that we met much more bitter opposition from Satan.  
 
Three years ago we had great problems with the Malawian buses, so it was resolved that private vehicles would be 
used this time. Elwyn worked hard to arrange the hire of a car in southern Malawi, to have an FGEA official who 
could drive, and then to use that vehicle throughout our time in Malawi. However, at the very last minute this 
arrangement fell through, and Elwyn and others had to travel to Lilongwe by bus, and then hire taxis whilst they were 
in Lilongwe. This then left us with the 90 mile journey to Chipata (eastern Zambia) on the Thursday afternoon after 
the close of the Lilongwe conference. However, the FGEA zone co-ordinator in Lilongwe very kindly offered to drive 
us to the border at Mchinji if we paid the fuel. This went well until part-way to Mchinji, when his car suddenly 
developed some form of wheel or suspension problem, such that the car was shaking if he drove above 35 miles per 
hour. Thankfully we made it to the border, and we were met by a Zambian friend with a vehicle the other side. The 
friend from Lilongwe also managed to get his car home that night. 
 
This journey was only the start of our trials. Shortly after arriving in Chipata I realised that I was not well with an 
intestinal problem. In discussing what could have caused this, we concluded that some of the bottled water that had 

been sold to us in Lilongwe (which had an unusual taste) was actually 
counterfeit. I was strengthened to carry on through the Chipata conference, 
despite high temperatures, and preached on the Lord’s Day. On the Saturday 
night I asked the brethren to pray for me because of my condition, and the 
Lord was gracious to answer prayer as I immediately felt an improvement 
that night.  
 
Whilst in Chipata the brethren started enquiring whether a car could be hired 
so that Duwen, FGEA Regional Director from Zambia who has a driving 
licence, could drive us back into Malawi for the remaining part of the 
schedule. After a while a car was offered to us for hire that had been used to 
drive us around Chipata, but there were a few matters that had to be resolved, 
such as the vehicle was uninsured. However, when Monday morning came 
the vehicle was prepared for our travel (oil and fluids being topped up and 
checks made) and we went to an insurance office to pay for insurance in 
Zambia and in neighbouring countries. Then the car was carefully cleaned 
inside and out, we filled up with fuel and set out for the border at about 
10am, hoping to get to Mzuzu in northern Malawi by the evening (a distance 
of 280 miles).  After 40 minutes we reached the border crossing to discover 
that we had not got the correct paperwork for the car (as it needed to be 

temporarily exported to Malawi for 5 days for us to cross the border). The friends in Chipata were contacted by mobile 
phone, but it took 6 hours for all the relevant paperwork to be assembled and to be brought to us. This was quite a 
blow, but we resolved to pray and commit this into the Lord’s hand. Whilst waiting in the car at the border, I suddenly 
recalled the text of my sermon from the previous day. I said to Duwen, “do you remember what I preached from 
yesterday – “let us run with patience the race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12.2) ? We certainly need that patience 
now !” Whilst sitting at the border we became aware that the driver’s window on the car did not work properly and 
would not easily close. I also noticed that all four tyres were almost bald, and that they were of different widths ! The 
boot also did not open properly, but required a metal rod to be inserted through a small gap in the boot and bodywork 
to gain access ! 
 
However, by 5-00 pm we were though the border and on our way to Lilongwe, where I suggested we spent the night at 
the same lodge we had used near the airport, then to arise at 4 am the next day to complete our journey to Mzuzu, 
hoping to arrive in time for the conference to start at 9-30 am. This was agreed, but as we were travelling a rear tyre 
had a blow-out; Duwen skilfully controlled the car and we stopped by the roadside in the dusk. Elwyn and Duwen 
then got the luggage out of the boot, and I found a lamp that I had brought from the UK. The car did have a spare 



wheel, a jack and a wheel spanner; so after some fiddling, the car was jacked up. On examination of the wheel with 
the failed tyre, it was found that there were only three nuts not four. More seriously for us, we then found that the 
wheel spanner did not fit the nuts on the wheel ! It was now pitch dark, but Elwyn was able to speak to some friendly 
locals, who told him of a pastor who had a car nearby. They went off and returned after a while with another wheel 
spanner that fitted. The wheel could now be changed, but alas the car would not start because the battery was flat and 
bump starting was not possible because the vehicle was automatic. Again the Lord answered prayer in that a vehicle 
stopped with jump-leads and helped us to start the vehicle, although we discovered that the battery was not fully 
anchored into place, but held in position by a piece of carpet by the bonnet. After a number of police check points we 
reached the lodge at the northern edge of Lilongwe at 10 pm having had little to eat all day. We rested until 4 am, 
loaded the car, but found that one of the tyres needed pumping up and the battery would not start again. After seeking 
for assistance at first light, we eventually got the tyres pumped up and the engine running, so that we set off at 6-15 
am having had almost no breakfast apart from biscuits.  
 
Duwen then drove solidly for over five hours through 
the mountains to Mzuzu, being stopped by 
innumerable police check points. However, the 
engine was kept running at all times, even at the fuel 
station. At the police check points we handed out 
Bibles and second hand literature (e.g. Gospel 
Standards or Bethel Pulpits), which were warmly 
appreciated. Although we arrived late in Mzuzu, we 
were able to complete the programme, the car was 
repaired (two new tyres, new battery terminals, and 
new bolt for the wheel) by a mechanic from one of 
the hosting churches. I cannot remember praying on a 
journey as much as I did that day, knowing that there 
was no spare tyre, all four tyres were nearly bald and 
we were driving through the mountains. The Lord heard prayer and we were given strength to minister the Word of 
truth. We were met by Joseph Mbewe (FGEA Malawi Secretary) with boxes of Bibles, which he had brought from 
southern Malawi by bus – his journey was no better than ours, having been stuck in Lilongwe overnight and then 
crammed into an overcrowded bus to Mzuzu. 

On the Wednesday afternoon Elwyn, Duwen, Joseph and myself set out from Mzuzu 
back towards Lilongwe so that we would reach Kasungu (140 miles) before the 
evening. However, at Mzimba the car stalled in a police check point and would not 
restart, but the police kindly lent us the jump leads from a police car, and we were 
able to start again. We safely reached Kasungu at night fall. The following morning 
a short meeting was scheduled for 8-00am – 10-00am, at which I preached and then 
we distributed Bibles and literature. After all that had happened, I was given the 
strength and much liberty to preach. After taking our leave we had to hurry to 
Lilongwe Airport for 12 noon for me to check-in for my flight home. The car needed 
further work done to it in Kasungu, but it carried us through the rest of the journey. 
Duwen was able to get the car back to Chipata, although not without more police 
check points, inspections of 
documents and demands 
for money; (however, on 
the way a Bible and 
literature was given to the 

man who had helped us by the roadside 4 days previously 
when we had the tyre blow-out).  We each arrived at our 
homes on Friday 18 September quite exhausted, but knowing 
that the Lord had brought us through. 
 
I would conclude by thanking all those who have supported this visit, either locally in Africa or in the UK through 
prayer, donations or grants. My especial thanks go to Elwyn Maliwa (FGEA Malawi Co-ordinator) and Duwen 
Musaka (Regional Director and FGEA Zambia Coordinator), as well as many other brethren in Zambia and Malawi 
who laboured and sacrificed much time to organise the conferences and to provide hospitality during this visit. There 
were many severe challenges during this visit, but we could say that “the Lord is my helper” (Hebrews 13. 6)   “It is of 
the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is 
Thy faithfulness.” (Lamentations 3. 22-23) 

 

With warm Christian regards, 

Ian Sadler 


