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Report on the Visit by the FGEA Chairman to Zambia - May 2011  
 

The following report is a summary of my recent visit to Zambia on behalf of the Free Grace Evangelistic 

Association. As with previous visits I must record the Lord’s goodness and watchful care over me and 

African brethren throughout the programme and our travelling.  

 

The schedule for the 9 days in Zambia was a challenging one, with 3 conferences organised by 

FGEA(Zambia), many hundreds of miles travelling in Zambia by public bus services and car, and 

preaching/speaking at a total of 18 sessions. I was also preserved through the total of 5 air-flights involved 

in travelling to and from Zambia. I proved the Lord’s faithfulness and His words “My strength is made 

perfect in weakness.” (2 Corinthians 12. 9) 

 

I left home at 2 pm on Monday 2 May, and arrived at Lusaka Airport just over 24 hours later on Tuesday 3 

May, having travelled from Heathrow via Addis Ababa and Harare. I had packed out my bags (to use up my 

2 piece/46 kg baggage allowance + 7 kg hand-baggage) with 55 KJV Bibles and 151 books/booklets to add 

to the large stock of Bibles and books waiting in Zambia. During the long hours of flying on the second 

flight from Addis Ababa to Harare, I felt much troubled and under spiritual attack: the physical strain of the 

travelling was also telling on me. I made it a matter of silent but earnest prayer for the Lord’s help. I did not 

know how I would be able to cope with the journey from Lusaka to Kabwe (90 miles) by Zambian public 

transport. However, the Lord graciously reminded me of the promises of His goodness; then I turned to read 

in the Psalms. I am reading through the Psalms in order and at this point the next one to be read was Psalm 

46, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” This was a great encouragement to me 

and I felt immediately strengthened and uplifted, so that I could thank God for His goodness. I arrived 

strengthened in spirit and body at Lusaka airport.  

 

At Lusaka airport I informed customs of what I was 

carrying and that it was for free distribution (exempt 

under Zambian customs regulations). The customs lady 

asked to see in my cases to check what I was carrying. 

The first literature she saw was the TBS booklet 

“Which Bible Version - does it really matter ?” She 

asked me, “So, does it matter ?” I replied that it did, 

and I asked her if she had a KJV Bible in English. She 

said that she did not have one, so I offered her a Bible, 

the TBS booklet and a copy of the book “Love of God”. 

All of which she gratefully received, and I went on my 

way wondering at the Lord’s hand in opening the door 

for distribution within minutes of landing in Zambia. 

 

 
Bibles and books ready to be carried by 

bus from Kabwe to Kitwe (Copperbelt). 
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Outside customs Pastor Duwen Musaka (FGEA(Zambia) Co-ordinator), Alex Chiswili (FGEA(Zambia) 

Secretary) and Pastor Lackson Banda (FGEA(Zambia) - Southern Zone Co-ordinator) were waiting to 

welcome me. They told me that in the morning they had unexpectedly been able to obtain more local 

language Bibles at very cheap prices in Lusaka and also were able to find a relative who would drive us 

straight from the airport to Pastor Musaka’s house in Kabwe. Pastor Musaka had been persuaded that this 

change in transport arrangements was necessary ! We then realised that the car became available just about 

the time I was praying for help on the aircraft. We thus saw the Lord’s almighty and gracious hand appearing 

for us in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, although we are but dust and unworthy sinners. 

 

The following day saw the first one-day conference in the centre of Kabwe 

organised by the central zone of FGEA(Zambia). Those attending paid a 

small fee to help with the organising costs. At the conference I spoke three 

times, placing emphasis on the Word of God, and the work of God the 

Holy Spirit leading sinners to Christ the eternal Word. The organisers had 

planned for 150 people coming, but almost 300 actually came, such that 

the venue was absolutely full and many had to stand outside and listen. 

After lunch it was difficult to get back into the building and make my way 

to the front, as it was so full of people who were eager to hear the Word. 

 

The conference was concluded by distribution of Bibles, books and 

booklets. These included the new 24 page booklet I had written entitled 

“Authority of God”, which was printed in Kabwe, and many copies of the 

Reformers series supplied freely by Gospel Standard Trust.  Given the 

numbers present the distribution proved quite difficult and not everyone 

could receive a Bible immediately; a uniformed soldier helped admirably 

to ensure that things were done in an orderly manner ! (Note: other 

FGEA(Zambia) stock could be made available the following week, so that 

all who were present will shortly receive a Bible. I acknowledge with 

gratitude the support provided by the Bible Spreading Union for granting a 

large number of KJV Bibles for distribution.) 

The photos on the left show the crowded conference 

venue in Kabwe (note the people sitting on top of a 

piano in the corner and some standing outside), with 

Dr Sadler speaking alongside the interpreter.  

 

The photo below is of the FGEA(Zambia) 

Management Committee, which is based in Kabwe. 

From left to right: Mrs J Musaka (Treasurer), Pastor D 

Musaka (Co-ordinator and Chairman), Dr I Sadler 

(International Director), Mr P Zulu (Trustee) and Mr 

A Chiswili (Secretary). 

 



 

 

 

The following day a group of us travelled by 

bus to Kitwe in the Copperbelt (close to the 

Congo border), for another one-day 

Conference in the township of Mindolo the 

following day. This time I spoke particularly 

on Bible versions, as well as the subjects 

covered at Kabwe. Most of those present had 

never heard of the problem of the corruption 

of the true Biblical text and the poor 

translations of so many modern versions.  

 

 

 

 

 

Approximately 120 attended and received Bibles in both 

English and local languages and literature. At first, the 

conference venue was almost empty, but as the meetings got 

under way with my first address I noticed faces peering in 

through the windows at the back. It transpired that many in 

the locality did not believe that a white-man from UK would 

be speaking in Mindolo and distributing Bibles. After that the 

venue started filling up. 

 

On the Saturday we travelled back to Kabwe by bus, and rested and prepared for the Lord’s Day. On the 

Lord’s Day I took a series of Bible studies at the church in Kabwe over which Duwen Musaka is Pastor, 

taking the subject of Christ revealed in the Books of Esther, Proverbs and Song of Solomon. The services 

were held in a hired school classroom, as the church has no building of its own to meet in (which is common 

in Africa). I was also greatly encouraged by the comments and questions of some of the young people 

during the day, which were spiritual and demonstrated an earnest desire to walk with Christ and to honour 

Him.  

 

On the Monday, we travelled by bus to 

Lusaka and met up with FGEA 

representatives from Zimbabwe (Pastor 

Maxwell Msindo (FGEA Coordinator), 

Pastor Norman Kalilombe, and several 

other brethren) and Pastor Elwyn 

Maliwa from Malawi, who had all 

travelled to Lusaka. It was a great 

favour for us to meet and prayerfully 

discuss the work of the ministry and 

Bible distribution across the region. 

Pastor Maliwa brought with him over 

500 copies of “Love of God” which he 

had translated into Chichewa, and had 

just been printed for FGEA in Blantyre 

(Malawi).  

 

This marked the first distribution of a book translated into a local African language by FGEA. Pastor Msindo 

also brought with him an initial copy of “Jesus, the Way” which he had translated into Shona in Zimbabwe 

for FGEA; this is going through the final stages of printing/binding in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. 



The FGEA(Zambia) conference in Lusaka was held in a dusty township on the edge of Lusaka, where there 

were evidently many poor people living. This conference was held over three days, the final session ending 

as I left for Lusaka airport at mid-day on Thursday 12 May. In all about 180 people attended, and again most 

Pastors and leaders (unless already FGEA(Zambia) members) had not heard about the issue of Bible 

versions. Many were astonished to find verses such as Matthew 18. 11 and Acts 8. 37 missing from their 

“Bibles”; and more so when they learnt of what fundamental truths had been omitted. Pastor Msindo noted 

that by omitting Acts 8. 37 the only explicit profession of Christ by an African believer in the New 

Testament is removed, which he found offensive as an African. So much for these modern versions of the 

Bible being acceptable in Africa ! 

 

 

The photo on the left was taken 

outside the conference venue in 

Lusaka, and shows the organisers 

from the  FGEA(Zambia) 

southern zone based in Lusaka 

and visiting FGEA 

representatives from Zimbabwe 

and Malawi. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Kabwe, Kitwe and Lusaka we also held meetings of the local FGEA(Zambia) zone committees to discuss 

the openings for distribution in their particular part of Zambia, and across the border into Angola and 

Congo. At Lusaka there was also a meeting involving FGEA representatives from Zimbabwe and Malawi to 

discuss the needs more widely, including in Mozambique and Malawi. It is hoped that (God willing) an 

FGEA branch can be formed later this year in Malawi. Brethren in Zimbabwe are working towards setting 

up more formal structures to organise FGEA(Zimbabwe) across the nation (with zone committees 

responsible for different parts of the country) following the lead of the Zambian brethren. Needless to say 

there were a number of problems encountered that had to be prayerfully tackled, not least because of the 

poverty of so many that are involved and their limited resources. 

The return journey back to the UK was uneventful, the Lord giving safe and timely journeys including sleep 

on the overnight-flight. This was another humbling token of the Lord’s goodness and gracious hand.  

On my return, we find that there are many more immediate openings for the distribution and teaching on the 

Word of God in Zambia.  In particular, the Lord is now opening a door at a town called Mumbwa (west of 

Lusaka), where information about FGEA(Zambia) has reached them. They have contacted Pastor Musaka to 

say that the numbers seeking Bibles are about 900 from different churches and denominations in the 

Mumbwa district. God willing, Pastor Musaka will visit in June to make formal contact with the leading 

ministers in Mumbwa and to verify the position. May the Lord be pleased to grant the means to supply these 

pressing requests for God’s word. 

I would conclude by thanking all those who have supported this visit, either locally in Africa or in the UK 

through prayer, donations or grants. 

 

 

 

Ian Sadler 

 

Chairman: Free Grace Evangelistic Association 


