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Report on the visit to Zimbabwe by the FGEA Chairman & Mr J Salkeld (Trustee) – September 2013  
 

Dear Members and Friends,  

 

On 2 September we left Britain for Harare in Zimbabwe, flying via Addis Ababa and Lusaka. For me it was the fifth 

visit to Zimbabwe, but for James Salkeld travelling with me it was his first visit to Africa. The Lord was evidently 

with us in the very challenging schedule, not only in travelling long distances by road in Zimbabwe, but moreover in 

granting us help in speaking in His name. I cannot report any extraordinary events in one sense, but the thirst that we 

witnessed in Zimbabwe for the truth and the influence that this is now having upon society is truly remarkable and is 

of the Lord’s hand. I am indebted to the members of the FGEA(Zimbabwe) branch for their labours and sacrifice in 

organising the visit; in particular I would mention Maxwell Msindo (National Co-ordinator, on the far left of the photo 

above), Alex Matzongwe (National Secretary, on the far right of the photo), and Norman Kalilombe (Deputy National 

Co-ordinator, on the far left of the photo below).  

 

The fact that we were able to complete the schedule and distribute thousands of 

Bibles, books and booklets is itself a testimony to God’s goodness. In the months 

before we travelled, while the meetings were still being planned, there was the 

shadow of the elections in Zimbabwe. In 2008 there had been serious trouble, and 

if a re-run of the presidential election had been necessary, it would have occurred 

during our visit (making part of the programme impractical). However, it was an 

answer to the earnest and united prayers of many churches and believers in 

Zimbabwe that the election was peaceful; furthermore, no run-off was declared. 

When we were in Zimbabwe, we were told of the work of distribution of the 

scriptures amongst soldiers, police and other elements in society, and also of the 

involvement of the church leaders in openly speaking of the need for peace. It was 

also striking to hear that the question of the moral standing of the parties and their 

leaders was of great concern to many; the vile immorality advocated by Western 

politicians is not widely accepted in Zimbabwe. All these things are entirely 

neglected by the Western media, who either cannot or will not understand the 

divine power that lay behind the peace that prevailed in Zimbabwe this year. It 

has been a humbling privilege to be, in some small measure, used of God in 

sowing the Word of Truth that is now bearing fruit. As I observed in previous visits, we found that the Zimbabwe 

depicted by the Western media, is not the same Zimbabwe we visited; indeed this was a constant subject of 

conversation with many people. 

 

The theme for the FGEA meetings was “Building upon the sure 

foundation of God’s Word” and was particularly directed towards 

ministers, pastors and church leaders. We held two two-day 

conferences at Harare and Masvingo, and then two one-day 

conferences at Mbembesi and Bulawayo. In these I spoke from the 

scriptures on the divine Word, who is Jesus Christ - truly God, yet 

truly man. Then I spoke of the power, authority and faithfulness of 

the Word of God, both written and incarnate; and that God delights 

in those who are faithful in their service of His holy name. This was 
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the foundation for our detailed teaching on Bible versions, where we warned that so many modern versions have been 

corrupted by error and in varying degrees dishonour Christ. Duwen Musaka (FGEA Regional Director from Zambia) 

and Maxwell Msindo (FGEA Co-ordinator in Zimbabwe) spoke about Bible versions from an African perspective and 

gave numerous practical demonstrations in the African context. We are much indebted to the Trinitarian Bible Society 

(TBS) and the Bible Spreading Union (BSU) for large grants of KJV and Ndebele Bibles, plus large quantities of KJV 

New Testaments and TBS booklets. The numbers present were about 70 at both Harare and Masvingo, 120 at 

Mbembesi and over 200 at Bulawayo. Pastors at Harare and Masvingo were given multiple copies of the Bible and 

other literature to take out to their church leaders and elders.  

 

Some examples that Duwen Musaka gave in his address on the 

modern versions were where the name of Christ was 

systematically omitted in key versions. He also spoke of the 

omission of the one testimony of Christ by an African believer in 

Acts 8.37 (the Ethiopian eunuch), which to him as an African 

was particularly offensive. In open discussion over the Shona 

Bible versions, it was found that Romans 16. 24 (“The grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.”) was sometimes 

missing, sometimes in brackets (to cast doubt on the verse) and 

otherwise the latter part of verse 23 was relabelled as verse 24, so 

as to hide the removal of part of the scriptures. Other examples 

of this type of confusion and deceit in modern versions were 

identified elsewhere in the New Testament.  

 

 

In Bulawayo, we were shown a collection of corrupt Bible versions by our conference host. He had attended the first 

FGEA(Zimbabwe) conference in Bulawayo in 2010, and after searching these things whether they were so (Acts 

17.11), he had a purge amongst his own church membership, collecting erroneous versions in exchange for a faithful 

translation (i.e. KJV in English). Many of the versions he had collected were published by the Jehovah’s Witnesses, 

amongst other dreadful corruptions ! We pray that there will be more such purging of the churches following our visit 

in 2013.  

 

We received many testimonies after the meetings that ministers and leaders had been deeply challenged. At the 

Bulawayo conference we met a Zambian pastor who had been using the New King James Version, but afterwards 

realised the subtle corruptions of that version. Another pastor, whom Norman Kalilombe had invited to attend the 

Bulawayo conference, had this to say: ‘We have seen the light today and have done away with NIV and other modern 

versions. Keep it up.’ 

 

At the close of each meeting we called upon those present to search prayerfully these things for themselves in the sight 

of God, carefully reading the TBS literature that was given out and comparing diligently modern versions with the 

faithful versions we were distributing (KJV English and TBS Ndebele). We also taught about the problems with 

current Shona Bibles (and to a lesser extent the Xhosa), distributing the most faithful versions that are currently 

available. There is much anticipation amongst those we met, 

when we told them of planned publication (DV) of a TBS 

Shona New Testament next year. It is hard to quantify the 

demand that there will be for a faithful Shona Bible, but it will 

be immense. Ndebele TBS Bibles in Matabeleland are in very 

short supply; the openings for distribution through the 

FGEA(Zimbabwe) Southern Zone based in Bulawayo would 

alone run to at least ten thousand Ndebele Bibles were they to 

be available. As I left Zimbabwe I was passed a copy of a 

request by Norman Kalilombe from the Northern Zone of 

FGEA(Zimbabwe) requesting 8000 Bibles for immediate 

distribution. May the Lord provide the means to supply the 

many who are longing for a faithful Bible in their mother 

tongue, and indeed those who long for a faithful Bible in any 

language that they can understand ! 

 

  

Some of the thousands of items of literature 

distributed freely during the visit. 



James Salkeld, who is a Deacon and Sunday School Teacher, spoke 

at the meetings on the subject of “Teaching the Word of God to the 

Young”. This was a subject that FGEA has not previously touched, 

but is most necessary. We were told afterwards that there is a great 

lack in Africa of such practical and scriptural teaching, as most 

churches have little idea what to teach the young, nor how to teach 

it. Pastors testified 

to us that they felt 

condemned as they 

listened to James 

speaking; one of 

them confessed that 

he was in the habit 

of letting his 

children play 

outside during 

worship. It was the united desire of the brethren that James’ address 

on “Teaching the Word of God to the Young” should be written up as 

a booklet and published in Africa. God willing, we shall venture to 

do this. During the conference at Masvingo, James also took a 

parallel Bible class with a group of children in a separate room and 

distributed New Testaments and scripture colouring books. 

 

As well as speaking at FGEA conferences, on the Lord’s Day we were in the mining town of Zvishavane and I 

preached at a small Baptist Church that met in a pre-school building. It was a joy to speak on the scriptures to a room 

crowded with about 60 people, many of whom had just been given a Bible. I was also asked to speak on a weeknight 

evening by Mark Sukulao (an old friend and a trustee of FGEA(Zimbabwe)) at Marlborough Methodist Church in 

Harare at a young people’s meeting. I was given the subject of “Trusting in God”. I felt much help in speaking to 

about 100 people of all ages. I was told that the church was a new one, seating about 500, but that the number at the 

week-evening meeting was depleted due to an impending funeral of a leading church member. However, by UK 

standards this was a very large gathering.  

 

I should now say some words about the rural churches. The 

FGEA meeting in Mbembesi was different in that it was 

held in a poorer rural area with many ordinary people 

present, not just church leaders or officers. It was therefore 

necessary to set forth the message more plainly and in very 

straightforward terms. The location was amidst arid thorn 

bushes under a scorching sun. The meal was prepared for 

the people outside using cauldrons heated by branches 

from thorn bushes. At the meeting we asked those with a 

Bible or New Testament to hold it up.  

 

 

 

In all we counted 6 Bibles and 3 New Testaments, only 

one of which was a sound version. Yet there were about 

20 Pastors and 100 other church members or attendees 

present. Even then, one of these Bibles ended at John 

chapter 1 (see photo - right). When Bibles were 

distributed an elderly lady wept when she received a 

Bible. 

 

 

 



It was noticeable when basic questions were asked, that the 

many of the people had received very little scripture 

teaching; I was told that many rural churches have pastors 

who do not regard the Word of God in the manner that 

they should. We saw numerous rural communities as we 

travelled, and wondered how it was in those churches ? 

There is much need of native teachers going forth to teach 

the Word of God. FGEA(Zimbabwe) is prayerfully 

seeking to go out more into such rural places to teach and 

distribute the scriptures and sound literature. 

 

On the final Wednesday (11 September) we travelled 320 

miles from Bulawayo to Karoi to speak at a meeting to 

award certificates to those who had completed the first 

FGEA Bible Instruction Course. This course had been 

conducted in a rural area by the FGEA(Zimbabwe) Deputy National Co-ordinator, Norman Kalilombe. We were given 

safe travelling, leaving at 06-15am and arriving just in time at 13-45pm. It was a pleasure to present the “Certificates 

of Completion”, to give a word of exhortation and to distribute further Bibles and books to the brethren. 

 

Early on the following morning we left Karoi for the 130 

miles to Harare to catch our afternoon flight to Addis Ababa, 

for transfer to London. We were left with the abiding memory 

of the friendliness of the people and how people of all races 

were going about their business peaceably, and that the 

churches enjoy a degree of religious freedom that we no 

longer have in the UK. As we arrived at Harare airport we saw 

another stark reminder of the difference between Zimbabwe 

and the UK. At the roundabout at the airport entrance, there 

was a large notice erected by the authorities – on it was a 

Bible verse. Then in the airport concourse there were some 

shops selling souvenirs and books, but it was striking that 

many of these were Christian books. What a difference to 

Heathrow airport ! We pray that the Lord would turn us again 

in the West and give a revival by the Holy Spirit, and that the 

Lord would continue to bless many in Zimbabwe and to 

establish the churches in the truth, as the truth is in Christ Jesus. 

 

I would conclude by thanking all those who have 

supported this visit, both locally in Zimbabwe and in the 

UK through prayer, practical help, donations or grants.  

 

       

 Ian Sadler 


