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PREFACE 

 

 

In the present day of affluence and earthly prosperity amongst the 

professing churches in Britain, there is one verse of scripture that 

stands out. "Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will 

send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for 

water, but of hearing the words of the Lord." (Amos 8. 11) The 

words of scripture are read and preached from, yet where is the 

spiritual hearing ? Rarely do we see and feel the powerful application 

of the word of God in the heart that transforms lives. So often we 

hear, but understand not; we see, but perceive not. There is not the 

spiritual prosperity of former days. 

 

In the midst of this, we find a spirit of restlessness. Many professing 

Christians appear to be like Israel in the days of the Judges; "In those 

days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right 

in his own eyes." (Judges 21. 25) Nevertheless, King Jesus does 

reign in the midst of the one true Church, even if his ways are 

beyond our understanding. 

 

It is with these things in mind that we seek once more to write, 

depending entirely on the Lord, praying that this book might be made 

a blessing to a few of his beloved people. In our former book 

"Mystery, Babylon the Great" we sought to warn of the spiritual 

Babylon in the midst of the nations and the professing churches. 

Now we feel a burden to set forth more of the precious truths of the 

gospel. A knowledge of error and sin alone will not save us in the 

day of judgement. We need to know and feel the power of the 

precious blood of the Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ. It is only in 

Jesus that there will be a revival in the churches and in our own lives. 

 

It is our burden that this book should be written in a 

non-denominational style. There is only one spiritual Church, one 
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divine Shepherd, although there are different sheep folds. Whilst 

there may be differences on some matters, the true Church of Christ, 

united to the living Vine, will agree on the foundations and bulwarks 

of the faith. We shall therefore seek to trace out the pathway of the 

Christian and the beauties of the Redeemer, praying that there may 

be some blessing, warning, instruction and exhortation which is 

profitable to the reader. We would entreat the reader to consider 

what is set forth, that there may be some spiritual fruit to the glory of 

the Lord. 

 

In entering upon the subject, the following verses of poetry have 

been laid on our mind. 

 

 

Jesus, my All, to heaven is gone, 

He whom I fix my hopes upon; 

His track I see, and I'll pursue 

The narrow way, till him I view. 

 

The way the holy prophets went, 

The road that leads from banishment, 

The King's highway of holiness 

I'll go, for all his paths are peace. 

 

This is the way I long have sought, 

And mourned because I found it not; 

My grief, my burden long has been, 

Because I could not cease from sin. 

 

The more I strove against its power, 

I sinned and stumbled but the more: 

Till late I heard my Saviour say, 

"Come hither, soul, I am the Way." 
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Lo ! glad I come; and thou, blest Lamb, 

Shalt take me to thee as I am; 

Nothing but sin I thee can give; 

Nothing but love shall I receive. 

 

Then will I tell to sinners round, 

What a dear Saviour I have found; 

I'll point to thy redeeming blood, 

And say, "Behold the way to God." 

     (Cennick) 

 

 

 

 

Scripture References 

 

Quotations from the Bible are taken from the Authorised King James 

Version of 1611. This is not from some feeling of tradition or 

sentimentality. The author used various modern versions as a young 

man. However, none had the accuracy of translation, the spiritual 

savour and the divine grandeur of the Authorised Version.  

 

Any reader wishing to know more on this subject is referred to the 

meticulous and scholarly work by Dr E Hills "The King James 

Version Defended" (4th Edition, ISBN 0-91592300-9) and to the 

Trinitarian Bible Society, Tyndale House, Dorset Road, London, 

SW19 3NN, England.
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CHAPTER  1 

 

THE NARROW BUT BLESSED WAY 

 

 

Christ the Way 

 

Before each one of us stands the awesome prospect of death and 

eternity. There are two ways; one which leads to God and life 

eternal, and one which leads to hell and eternal punishment. How we 

need the grace of God to know the difference between these two 

ways ! How we need to be given a spirit of prayer to seek the way 

that leads to eternal salvation ! How we need our eyes opened by 

God to recognise those flesh pleasing ways that lead away from the 

truth ! "By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be 

called the son of Pharoah's daughter; Choosing rather to suffer 

affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin 

for a season; Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 

treasures in Egypt." (Hebrews 11. 24-26) 

 

There is one vital and fundamental characteristic of the way to 

eternal life; namely, that it is to be found only in the Lord Jesus 

Christ. We read that the disciple Thomas said to Jesus; "Lord, we 

know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way ? Jesus 

saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 

unto the Father, but by me." (John 14. 5-6) Unless we are united to 

Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit, we are not in the way of life eternal. 

The Bible is emphatic about the Lord Jesus: "Neither is there 

salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven 

given among men, whereby we must be saved." (Acts 4. 12)  

 

Therefore, the Lord himself spoke of the narrow way. "Enter ye in at 

the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth 
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to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait 

is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few 

there be that find it." (Matthew 7. 13-14) The narrow way is one in 

which we will be a despised minority. It is one in which many 

sorrows arise, one of persecution and separation from the world. But 

should this surprise us ? The Lord Jesus himself, when upon earth, 

was "despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and 

acquainted with grief." (Isaiah 53. 3) Jesus also said, "The servant is 

not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also 

persecute you." (John 15. 20) However, the Lord went on to speak 

these words of encouragement; "In the world ye shall have 

tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world." (John 

16. 33) 

 

All those who are eternally chosen in Christ Jesus "before the 

foundation of the world" (Ephesians 1. 4) will come into this narrow 

way. All true Christians, who have been brought to a knowledge of 

salvation and are spiritually united to Christ, will be preserved in the 

way: for Christ said, "I am the way." Although at times they may not 

feel to be in Christ, and they may be bowed down and almost 

crushed by trials, their salvation is secure. It is like a dark cloudy 

day; the sun is still there, though for a time it is hidden from our 

sight. Therefore, David could say by faith; "Yea, though I walk 

through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou 

art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me." (Psalm 23. 4) 

 

 

The Narrowness of the Way 

 

We have spoken of the narrow way; but how narrow is "narrow" ? 

This may seem a strange question to ask. However, it is an important 

one, as some churches and believers fall into a temptation here. 

There is a danger of going towards one extreme or the other, rather 

than following the balanced scriptural pattern. We will consider this 
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a little now, but we will return to this general subject in later 

chapters. 

 

Firstly, let us search our hearts concerning the temptation of seeking 

to broaden the narrow way. Many excuses might be found for this. 

Perhaps it is felt that the churches should not put off some, who 

might otherwise be interested in Christianity, by appearing too strict. 

Alternatively, there is the fear of being called "narrow-minded" or 

"bigoted." However, we fear that all too frequently the reason deep 

down in the heart is the love of the world and its pleasures. To this 

we must answer firmly that the kingdom of Christ is not of this 

world, but it is a spiritual kingdom (John 18. 36). The words of the 

Lord Jesus Christ are very clear, that we cannot hold both the world 

and a profession of godliness at the same time. "No servant can serve 

two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or 

else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve 

God and mammon [worldly riches]."  (Luke 16. 13) Many other such 

verses might be added, but that of James is most forthright; "know ye 

not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God ? whosoever 

therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God." (James 

4. 4) 

 

If we feel the prick of conscience in this respect (and who has not 

fallen into this error ?), let us prayerfully consider the beautiful 

gospel exhortation of the Lord Jesus, "If ye love me, keep my 

commandments." (John 14. 15) The apostle John adds: "For this is 

the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his 

commandments are not grievous." (1 John 5. 3) 

 

It is a fundamental truth, that God honours those that honour him (1 

Samuel 2. 30). But how is his name honoured if we profess Christ 

with our lips, yet disobey his commandments and appear no different 

in our lives to unbelievers ? The apostle exhorted the Corinthian 

church, which had fallen into many errors, "Wherefore come out 



               The Narrow but Blessed Way  

 

 
7 

from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not 

the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto 

you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord 

Almighty." (2 Corinthians 6. 17-18) May the Lord give us a truly 

repentant heart and faith to believe those great and precious 

promises, and then to be "doers of the word, and not hearers only." 

(James 1. 22) 

 

Not only is seeking to broaden the narrow way injurious to our own 

souls, it can also have an unforeseen effect upon the churches. Satan 

is ever eager to sow discord; and so he takes advantage of this laxity 

to tempt those who are grieved by lightness and worldliness amongst 

Christians. As a consequence, the temptation arises to go to the 

opposite extreme, in which the way is made more narrow than that in 

the scriptures. It is particularly enticing in our present day, when 

there is little prosperity in spiritual things and sound churches are 

often scattered and isolated. Thereby, the snare of Satan can catch 

many unawares.  

 

The signs of falling into this opposite extreme may be discerned by 

asking the following questions. Do we judge other professed 

believers ? Do we, as it were, cut them off, if they do not conform to 

our traditions, church customs, style of dress or line of experience ? 

Since we hear of so much error, do we automatically assume that 

they likewise are not truly taught of God ? If we do admit that they 

might be enlightened in some things, do we look down upon them 

with a sense of superiority ? 

 

It is grievous when justification is sought for this by claiming, "truly 

the way is narrow; surely, if they were on the narrow way they would 

have been taught differently; surely they would have acted as we do, 

or had our experience ?" Truly would Job speak in irony to such, as 

he did to his three friends who laid accusations against him: "No 

doubt but ye are the people, and wisdom shall die with you." (Job 12. 
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2) However, it can be a sobering and humbling experience to 

discover that someone, who is despised on account of their outward 

appearance, knows more than us of brotherly love and assurance of 

salvation in their soul.  

 

This temptation can lead some to think that very few are saved, and 

that there are scarcely any true churches or ministers. However, let 

us consider the case of Elijah. When he fled from persecution to 

Sinai, he was asked by the Lord, "What doest thou here, Elijah ?" 

Elijah replied, "I have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts: 

for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down 

thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, 

am left." (1 Kings 19. 9-10) The Lord answered, "Yet I have left me 

seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto 

Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him." (1 Kings 19. 18) 

 

It is most striking that Elijah should flee to Sinai, which symbolises 

the law of Moses. Those who fall into such a temptation of despising 

others are in danger of being swept along with the error of the 

Pharisees, who followed the letter of the law without the knowledge 

of the gospel of Christ. Paul said to the Hebrews; "For ye are not 

come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with 

fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, ... But ye are 

come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the 

heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, To 

the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in 

heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men 

made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant." 

(Hebrews 12. 18-24) Therefore, to interpret the true meaning of the 

narrow way let us compare scripture with scripture, seeking the 

divine aid of the Holy Spirit. Then we shall walk in that middle way, 

which follows the scriptural pattern, avoiding the two extremes that 

equally dishonour God. 
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Isaiah is clear that the way of life, although spoken of elsewhere in 

the scriptures as a narrow way, is also a highway along which all the 

ransomed of the Lord will pass. The ransomed are a number that no 

man can number. Isaiah speaks, "And an highway shall be there, and 

a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall 

not pass over it: but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though 

fools, shall not err therein. No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous 

beast shall go thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed 

shall walk there: And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and 

come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they 

shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 

away." (Isaiah 35. 8-10) 

 

 

Neither to the Right Hand nor to the Left 

 

That which we have just considered, concerning the avoidance of 

unscriptural extremes, is first spoken of in the law of Moses.  "Ye 

shall observe to do therefore as the Lord your God hath commanded 

you: ye shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left." 

(Deuteronomy 5. 32) Again, the book of Proverbs speaks; "Let thine 

eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee. 

Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established. Turn 

not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil." 

(Proverbs 4. 25-27) 

 

On their own, these verses could be misinterpreted as implying that 

the good works of a Christian are needed to keep him in the way. 

However, Isaiah adds a precious explanation. "And thine ears shall 

hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when 

ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left." (Isaiah 30. 

21) This blessedly speaks of the Lord directing and preserving his 

people in the true way, and correcting them when they depart. Thus, 

every good work of a Christian flows from the grace of God. 
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This preservation of the Lord's people is by virtue of that perfect life 

walked out by the Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ. Despite all 

temptations, rebukes and threats of sinful men, he walked that way to 

the cross in perfect obedience to the Father. Isaiah also speaks of 

Christ in prophecy; "The Lord God hath opened mine ear, and I was 

not rebellious, neither turned away back. I gave my back to the 

smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not 

my face from shame and spitting. For the Lord God will help me; 

therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have I set my face like 

a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed." (Isaiah 50. 5-7)  

 

The law may command, and as vile sinners we cannot of ourselves 

comply, yet we have a Redeemer "touched with the feeling of our 

infirmities." (Hebrews 4. 15) Paul exhorts, "Wherefore seeing we 

also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 

lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and 

let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto 

Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set 

before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down 

on the right hand of the throne of God. For consider him that endured 

such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and 

faint in your minds." (Hebrews 12. 1-3) Our strength and our ability 

to hold on the way lies entirely in the Lord Jesus, who has gone 

before and leads his people to eternal life. 

 

The way is not in a lofty place, from which we look down upon 

others. On the contrary, "the work of righteousness shall be peace; 

and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever. And 

my people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure 

dwellings, and in quiet resting places; When it shall hail, coming 

down on the forest; and the city shall be low in a low place." (Isaiah 

32. 17-19). How else can we follow the apostle Paul, when he says, 

"in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves" ? 

(Philippians 2. 3) 
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We need to be ever aware, that Satan would tempt us to turn aside by 

walking either in worldly lightness or in Pharasaical zeal. Therefore, 

as an antidote to the snares of Satan, let us meditate upon the blessed 

description of the Redeemer provided by the apostle Paul. "Let this 

mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the 

form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made 

himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, 

and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as 

a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even 

the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, 

and given him a name which is above every name: That at the name 

of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 

earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my 

presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your 

own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh 

in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure." (Philippians 2. 

5-13) 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Having considered some of the characteristics of the way, we must 

now turn in the next chapter to the grand truth of the sovereignty of 

God. This is a foundation of our faith, and is of great comfort and 

blessing. Once this foundation is laid, we shall then seek to trace out 

further what it is to be a Christian and to walk in the narrow way. 

 

Let us ask the important question, 

(Brethren, be not too secure), 

What it is to be a Christian, 

How we may our hearts assure. 
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Vain is all our best devotion, 

If on false foundations built; 

True religion's more than notion; 

Something must be known and felt. 

(Hart) 
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CHAPTER 2 

 

THE SOVEREIGN CREATOR 

 

 

Introduction 

 

In the opening chapter we looked at some of the vital features of the 

way. We must now consider the question: who is it that places the 

Christian in the way ? This is a fundamental, yet controversial 

subject. We shall therefore seek to explore this step by step, with all 

due care and reverence. 

 

The importance of this question is seen, when we realise that the 

praise, honour and glory is due to the author or originator of a work. 

Therefore, with a piece of great literature it is the author, not the 

printer or publisher, that receives recognition many years or 

centuries after his death. This is but an earthly illustration of a much 

greater spiritual truth. It is the one who is the cause of salvation, that 

is to be praised and honoured to all eternity.  

 

Let us then ask ourselves the question: what is the cause of our 

salvation, and how is it that we came to be in the way as Christians ? 

Is it because we have chosen Christ ? Did we decide to give 

ourselves to him ? Did we make the best decision of our lives ? If the 

answer is yes, then the honour should rest with us. But if that is the 

case, where is the honour due to God ? However, the Lord declares; 

"I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction. For mine own sake, 

even for mine own sake, will I do it: for how should my name be 

polluted ? and I will not give my glory unto another." (Isaiah 48. 

10-11) 

 

We say again, that if salvation comes to us as a result our decision or 

choice, then it is man that should receive the honour and glory. But 
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the scriptures speak thus of Jesus Christ: "Wherefore God also hath 

highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every 

name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 

heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that 

every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 

God the Father." (Philippians 2. 9-11). Likewise, Paul says to the 

Colossians, "that in all things he might have the preeminence." 

(Colossians 1. 18) 

 

The Lord God has recorded in the Bible many evidences of his 

absolute sovereignty in heaven and upon earth, some of which we 

will now consider. Yet we must also remember that the scriptures 

speak of man as being responsible and accountable. There are many 

exhortations in scripture concerning practical godliness, of which we 

will say more in the coming chapters. Therefore, let us again seek by 

the Holy Spirit to compare scripture with scripture. 

 

 

The Creator 

 

We cannot truly understand God's sovereignty or his divine power, 

unless we believe that he is the creator of the universe. It is in 

creation that the uniqueness of God is displayed. Man might make 

articles of great complexity or beauty, but they are all made from the 

materials provided for him. Whereas God created these materials and 

life itself from nothing. 

 

The theory of evolution strikes at the vital foundation of the true 

faith. If the world and life was not created, but developed as a result 

of natural processes, the Bible must begin with a lie. Let us also 

carefully consider the following words of Paul to the Colossians. 

"Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be 

partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath delivered 

us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the 
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kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have redemption through his 

blood, even the forgiveness of sins: Who is the image of the invisible 

God, the firstborn of every creature: For by him were all things 

created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 

whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: 

all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all 

things, and by him all things consist. And he is the head of the body, 

the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in 

all things he might have the preeminence." (Colossians 1. 12-18) We 

see from this how intimately was the Lord Jesus Christ involved in 

the work of creation. 

 

If evolution is true, then Jesus Christ is not the creator and not 

"Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending." (Revelation 1. 8) 

Then he could not be truly God, the second person in the Trinity. 

Then there would be no redemption through the blood of Christ, and 

no forgiveness of sins. Even the Pharisees knew the connection 

between the forgiveness of sins and God. After Jesus had said to a 

sick man, that his sins were forgiven, they reasoned, "who can 

forgive sins but God only ?" (Mark 2. 7) Jesus then proved his deity 

and authority to forgive sins by displaying his power over creation in 

performing an extraordinary miracle. "But that ye may know that the 

Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick 

of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy 

way into thine house." (Mark 2. 10-11) 

 

It is not difficult to see why evolution is so appealing. It seeks to 

exalt man to the pinnacle of the natural world and to the height of 

development. Nature and the creatures themselves are put forward as 

being the authors of life; they are given the glory. Sinful man wants 

the preeminence, and will not share his glory with another. 

Therefore, as the apostle Paul says, they have "changed the truth of 

God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the 

Creator, who is blessed for ever." (Romans 1. 25)  
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Many professing Christians try to maintain that God worked by 

means of evolution; but this is to distort the plain words of the Bible. 

Behind this lies a desire to compromise with the ungodly world, and 

to have a "gospel" that does not offend unbelievers. Let us be clear; 

if evolution took place, where is the fall of man ? If we did not fall, 

then why do we need a divine Saviour ? If God did not create the 

world, then why should there be a day of judgement ? If natural 

events brought the world into existence, will not natural events also 

bring life to an end ? In summary, if God did not create as declared 

in Genesis and elsewhere in the Bible, then our supposed faith is but 

a mere superstition. 

 

Perhaps the reader is one of many, who are assailed by the constant 

stream of evolutionary propaganda that is taught from childhood 

upwards. Although the testimony of scientists that defend creation on 

a scientific basis may be of help, this is not the rock to build our 

religion upon. The wiles of Satan and our sinful hearts will very 

quickly throw doubts on the soundest scientific arguments, and rob 

us of any comfort. Therefore, there is only one answer, and that rests 

with God himself to give us the precious gift of faith. If we long to 

be shown the truth, let us pray earnestly to God to grant us faith to 

believe the divine account. The Lord is faithful to answer even a sigh 

or cry drawn from the heart. Then our faith will rest in God, and not 

in man. That is a foundation built upon a rock, which will withstand 

the storm. "Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed 

by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of 

things which do appear." (Hebrews 11. 3) 

 

 

The Determinate Counsel of God 

 

Just as the scriptures declare that the Lord created the heavens and 

the earth, they plainly show that he is the sovereign ruler over 
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creation. After king Nebuchadnezzar had been humbled and brought 

into great affliction, he declared a profound truth concerning the God 

of Israel. "I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him 

that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and 

his kingdom is from generation to generation: And all the inhabitants 

of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will 

in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and 

none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou ?" (Daniel 

4. 34-35)  

 

What is clear from this account, is that the will of God prevails 

regardless of any other circumstance. A most blessed example of this 

is given concerning the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus. The disciples 

would not believe that such a thing should happen and tried to 

prevent it, not understanding that their very salvation depended upon 

Christ's sacrifice for sin upon the cross. Peter even rebuked the Lord 

saying, "Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee." 

(Matthew 16. 22) The Scribes and Pharisees plotted to kill Jesus out 

of hatred of his teaching and divine power, because it exposed their 

evil deeds and spiritual pride. The high priest Caiaphas said "that it 

is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people," yet he 

knew not that he prophesied profound truth. (John 11. 49-52) The 

Roman governor Pilate cared little for justice, and any attempt of his 

to have Jesus released was easily dropped when confronted with 

opposition: "And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but 

the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not 

Caesar's friend." (John 19. 12) To the Roman soldiers the crucifixion 

was relished, as it gave them liberty to mock Jesus and inflict awful 

cruelty (Mark 15. 16-20). Yet midst all the various conflicting wills, 

opinions and intentions of countless men throughout history, and 

despite all the evil stirred up by Satan himself, the Lord Jesus was 

crucified at God's appointed time and place. Once filled with the 

Holy Spirit, the apostles then understood that Jesus, "being delivered 

by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God," was taken, 
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and "by wicked hands ... crucified and slain." (Acts 2. 23) Jesus said 

to Pilate, an evil ungodly man, "Thou couldest have no power at all 

against me, except it were given thee from above." (John 19. 11) 

 

Even when the Lord Jesus went as a lamb to the slaughter (Isaiah 53. 

7), he lay down his life and no man took it from him (John 10. 18).  

He was not killed or overtaken with death, but laid down his life a 

finished sacrifice for the sins of his sheep, his chosen people. "When 

Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and 

he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost." (John 19. 30) The risen 

Lord Jesus himself taught the two disciples on the Emmaus road; 

"Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his 

glory ? And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded 

unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself." (Luke 

24. 26-27)  

 

We see that the greatest event in the history of the world, the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the son of God, was according to the 

will of God. The whole of history culminates in this to the honour 

and glory of God, and it is the means of salvation of his beloved 

people. 

 

The scriptures are full of God's sovereignty over the affairs of man. 

Many more examples might be chosen; but let us conclude with the 

words of the apostle Paul. "O the depth of the riches both of the 

wisdom and knowledge of God ! how unsearchable are his 

judgements, and his ways past finding out ! For who hath known the 

mind of the Lord ? or who hath been his counsellor ? Or who hath 

first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again ? For 

of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory 

for ever. Amen." (Romans 11. 33-36) 
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Sovereign in Salvation 

 

As the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ was according to the 

purpose and will of God, so also is the salvation of God's chosen 

people, the elect. We read in the prophetic  account of Christ's 

suffering and sacrifice upon the cross, that "He shall see of the 

travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied." (Isaiah 53. 11) Before 

entering Gethsemane Jesus prayed; "Father, I will that they also, 

whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may 

behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me 

before the foundation of the world." (John 17. 24)  

 

The virtue and power of the prayer of Jesus for the elect lies in his 

relationship with God the Father. "That they all may be one; as thou, 

Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that 

the world may believe that thou hast sent me." (John 17. 21) The 

blessed union between the persons of the Trinity (Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit) is conferred upon the church of Christ. Therefore, the 

salvation of every Christian, who is truly born again of the Holy 

Spirit and united with Christ, is according to the same determinate 

counsel of God as displayed in the death and resurrection of his dear 

Son. 

 

However, we are not left to draw even the most reasoned and logical 

conclusion on the certainty of salvation. The scriptures speak in most 

explicit terms. "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 

places in Christ: According as he hath chosen us in him before the 

foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame 

before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of 

children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of 

his will, To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made 

us accepted in the beloved. In whom we have redemption through his 

blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace." 
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(Ephesians 1. 3-7) In the Acts of the Apostles we find the clearest 

possible statement concerning those who believed the preaching of 

the gospel. "As many as were ordained to eternal life believed." 

(Acts 13. 48) 

 

However, it is a sign of the desperate wickedness of the heart of 

sinful man, that it would even seek to use such a divine doctrine as 

an excuse for sin. This is the subtle error of fatalism, whereby a 

Christian is overtaken by sloth and carelessness about the spread of 

the gospel. He then reasons that, as salvation is only of God, he need 

not concern himself about being a witness of the grace of Jesus 

Christ to others. We will return to this later in the book. 

 

But let us finish this chapter by looking at one of the most common 

objections to the sovereignty of God, namely that man has free will. 

In answering this we will mention the great man of God, Martin 

Luther. The division in professed Christianity on this subject during 

the 16th century is painfully relevant today. It is most essential to 

know from whence salvation comes and by what means. How else 

shall we walk aright, or how else shall ministers preach aright, if we 

are not clear on this point ? 

 

 

Luther and Erasmus on Free Will 

 

Luther and the other great Reformers taught the sovereignty of God 

in salvation, as revealed in the scriptures. This fundamentally 

undermined the supposed universal and absolute authority of the 

Church of Rome in matters of salvation. The teaching of the 

Reformers exalted God, rather than the priest; salvation did not lie in 

the hands of the priest to absolve, nor in any free choice of the 

individual to follow the teaching of the church. 

 

The significance of Luther's teaching on the sovereignty of God and 
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predestination was realised by Erasmus, who published his 

"Diatribe" against Luther, claiming that man had "free will." 

Erasmus was recognised as the greatest scholar of his day. Although 

his publication of the New Testament in the original Greek was 

greatly used of God in the Reformation, he was not taught the vital 

issues of sin and salvation by the Holy Spirit.  He did not know a 

spiritual and saving revelation of the truth. Erasmus had opposed 

many abuses in the Church of Rome, but when the threat of 

persecution arose upon those called "Lutherans", he shrank back 

from his former association with Luther. 

 

Erasmus considered his "Diatribe" to be a great work and an 

unanswerable attack upon the teaching of the Reformers. However, 

Luther responded with his famous book "Bondage of the Will." 

Erasmus was confounded and humiliated. Luther proved from the 

scriptures, that God is not truly God if man's will is free to frustrate 

the divine purpose. Although man might think he makes a free 

choice, his sinful and fallen nature is bound to do that which is evil, 

unless wrought upon by the grace of God. The prophet Jeremiah 

asked; "Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots ? 

then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil." (Jeremiah 

13. 23) He also declared; "The heart is deceitful above all things, and 

desperately wicked." (Jeremiah 17. 9) The will of sinful man enjoys 

and connives with evil. Therefore, man is accountable before the 

judgement seat of God.  

 

Nevertheless, God fulfils his eternal purpose. For we read that "all 

things work together for good to them that love God, to them who 

are the called according to his purpose." (Romans 8. 28) The will of 

both the righteous and the ungodly man is in God's hand. Joseph by 

faith could say to his brethren, when looking back upon the way in 

which they sold him as a slave: "ye thought evil against me; but God 

meant it unto good." (Genesis 50. 20) Truly he could say with 

Solomon; "A man's heart deviseth his way: but the Lord directeth his 
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steps." (Proverbs 16. 9) 

 

The sinful heart and will of man can do nothing of itself that is 

pleasing to God; but when God works by the Holy Spirit, then the 

heart of man is turned to that which is good. The sinner is then 

"delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of 

the children of God." (Romans 8. 21) Therefore, the apostle Paul 

could say to the Philippians: "Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have 

always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in 

my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 

For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good 

pleasure." (Philippians 2. 12-13) 

 

It is of great concern today, that so many professed Protestants and 

Evangelicals side with Erasmus and the Church of Rome, opposing 

Luther's scriptural teaching on God's sovereignty in salvation. Is it 

then a surprise that the Ecumenical Movement has made such 

inroads ? If the foundation of sound doctrine be undermined, then the 

outward form will also quickly fall into grievous error. 

 

We will close this chapter with the verses of the 17th century 

Icelandic minister Hallgrímur Pétursson, taken from his meditations 

upon the arrest of the Lord Jesus in Gethsemane. 

 

 

Our Lord in grace permitted 

His enemies to rise - 

The fools who vainly pitted 

Their might against the skies ! 

Again the question sounded: 

"Whom do you wish to find ?" 

And they our Lord surrounded 

Ready His hands to bind. 
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The Master was then heard speaking: 

"I told you that I am He. 

If it is I you're seeking 

Let these men here go free." 

Thus spoke our heavenly Brother 

Mindful of all His own, 

Tender as mildest mother 

Mankind has ever known. 

 

Jesu's great love and power 

Let us here ponder well. 

Though it was darkness' hour, 

His capture could none compel. 

So when my need is greatest 

And enemies hedge me round 

I know Thou serenely waitest 

Their strategies to confound. 

 

Willingly He surrendered, 

His Father to obey. 

Obedience He rendered 

For thine offence to pay. 

Hast thou thy debt forgotten, 

His loving sacrifice, 

God's only Son begotten, 

To grant thee Paradise ? 

 

They gathered then around Him, 

This rough, untutored squad. 

With harshest cords they bound Him, 

The holy Lamb of God. 

Delivered for my offences, 

The Lord was straitly bound. 
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Numbed were the tender senses 

His wrists and hands around. 

 

It was the Jews who bound Thee, 

But my sins were the cause. 

They clung like cords around Thee, 

For I forsook God's laws. 

Now deep is my contrition; 

I pray Thee set me free, 

For now is my ambition 

To serve and worship Thee. 

 

His liberty He yielded, 

And thus my bands He broke. 

My hapless head He shielded 

And freed me from my yoke. 

Bonds heavy and distressing 

On Him lay crushingly, 

That a full weight of blessing 

Might ever rest on me ! 

 

Now let Thy yoke, my Master, 

My wayward will control, 

That I may follow faster 

To reach the promised goal. 

Alone in Thine employment 

True freedom I can find, 

The only real enjoyment 

For soul and heart and mind. 

 

(From the English edition of A. Gook)
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CHAPTER 3 

 

JESUS CHRIST REVEALED AND KNOWN 

 

 

Introduction 

 

The apostle Paul made a profound statement when he said; "As ye 

have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 

Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have 

been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving." (Colossians 2. 

6-7) Unless we understand what it is to receive Jesus, we cannot 

proceed in the way of eternal life. Furthermore, we shall see how 

needful it is to seek those special graces bestowed by the Holy Spirit 

upon a new believer walking in his first love of Jesus. 

 

Therefore we must enquire, how is it that we first believed ? What 

are those special trials and blessings of conversion ? When we 

understand this, we will have a firm basis upon which to walk in 

Christ Jesus the Lord. 

 

 

The Holiness of God and the Repentant Sinner 

 

It is not those that have their supposed good works to present, who 

truly receive Christ. For Jesus said, "I am not come to call the 

righteous, but sinners to repentance." (Matthew 9. 13) The Lord has 

chosen the lost, the ruined and those without hope in themselves, that 

his grace and mercy might shine all the more brightly. 

 

At first a sinner does not fully understand the Lord's dealings with 

him. He is shown that God has set out in the Bible what is right and 

what is wrong; then he begins to see that sin is transgression of the 
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holy law of God. (1 John 3. 4) However, an attempt is made to 

follow the commandments in his own strength; but the more he 

strives to fulfil them, the more holy and spiritual does the law of God 

appear. He has to learn that it is not just the actual deed, but also the 

very thought of evil, that God must punish. 

 

When the sovereignty and holiness of God is revealed by the Holy 

Spirit, the sinner realises that God is so immeasurably higher, 

mightier and more glorious than himself (Isaiah 6. 1-7). This leads to 

a conviction of sin and heart-felt repentance. Let us illustrate this 

with an earthly example. When we go to meet someone just like 

ourselves, we feel quite comfortable, and perhaps think of our own 

abilities and how we might make a good impression. But if we visit 

one who is very senior, important, famous, powerful, discerning, and 

of irreproachable character and integrity, then we tremble and 

consider our own inadequacy and weakness. This is but a feeble 

example of how it is with a sinner, who understands the sovereignty 

and holiness of God. It brings to the heart a deepening conviction of 

sin. 

 

Under conviction the natural reaction of a sinner is to seek to put 

things right themselves. However, it is a vain struggle, for sin has the 

mastery. Each Christian has to learn that the "heart is deceitful above 

all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it ?" (Jeremiah 17. 

9)  But when the grace of God works in the heart by the Holy Spirit, 

the sinner is led in repentance to pray like the publican, who, 

"standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, 

but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner." 

In contrast, the proud so-called prayer of the Pharisee, who told God 

about all his "good" deeds, was an abomination in God's sight. But 

what does Jesus say of the effect of this distraught humble plea of the 

publican ? "I tell you, this man went down to his house justified." 

(Luke 18. 10-14) 
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As we have seen, every true believer in Jesus Christ must know the 

holiness of the law, commonly called the law of Moses, which is 

summarised in the ten commandments. But what is the relationship 

of the law to the gospel in the experience of a believer ? The answer 

is given by the apostle Paul, who wrote thus to the Galatians. 

"Wherefore then serveth the law ? It was added because of 

transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the promise was 

made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator. Now 

a mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one. Is the law then 

against the promises of God ? God forbid: for if there had been a law 

given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have 

been by the law. But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that 

the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that 

believe. But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up 

unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the 

law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be 

justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under 

a schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ 

Jesus." (Galatians 3. 19-26)  

 

Those who are brought under the schoolmaster of the law, and who 

feel the sad effects of the fall of man, can say with the prophet; "But 

we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as 

filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the 

wind, have taken us away. And there is none that calleth upon thy 

name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of thee: for thou hast hid 

thy face from us, and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities." 

Then comes a grain of faith, a plea drawn forth by the Holy Spirit. 

"But now, O Lord, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our 

potter; and we all are the work of thy hand. Be not wroth very sore, 

O Lord, neither remember iniquity for ever: behold, see, we beseech 

thee, we are all thy people." (Isaiah 64. 6-9) 
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Coming to Jesus 

 

As the repentant sinner is given a glimmer of hope in Jesus, precious 

promises are brought forth by the Holy Spirit. Many of the Lord's 

people have been blessed with the prophetic invitation of the 

Redeemer, the son of David. "Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye 

to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, 

come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 

Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread ? and your 

labour for that which satisfieth not ? hearken diligently unto me, and 

eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. 

Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; 

and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure 

mercies of David." (Isaiah 55. 1-3)  

 

With such precious promises and invitations the Lord's people are 

drawn out of darkness into light.  As the Lord promised the 

restoration of Israel by the prophet Jeremiah, so the words are also 

recorded for the comfort and blessing of the church, the spiritual 

Israel; "Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore 

with lovingkindness have I drawn thee." (Jeremiah 31. 3) Under the 

influence of the Holy Spirit a repenting sinner, who by faith looks to 

Jesus as his saviour, is made willing in the day of God's power. 

(Psalm 110. 3) The bondage of sin and corruption is broken, and the 

sinner knows the glorious liberty of the gospel. We read of Lydia 

who worshipped God, and "whose heart the Lord opened, that she 

attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul." (Acts 16. 14) 

 

Sinners are justified by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (Galatians 2. 

16), their heart and understanding being opened to know that Jesus 

died for them. They see by faith, that through the love and free grace 

of God, Jesus paid the awful penalty for their sins. Although Jesus 

walked out a perfect life in obedience to God the Father, fulfilling all 

the law, he laid down his life and shed his own blood. The apostle 
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Paul explained that the law of Moses required the shedding of the 

blood of beasts, which was a type that pointed to the necessity of the 

shed blood of Jesus, the Lamb of God. "Christ being come an high 

priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect 

tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; 

Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he 

entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal 

redemption for us. For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the 

ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying 

of the flesh: How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through 

the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your 

conscience from dead works to serve the living God ?" (Hebrews 9. 

11-14)  

 

Not only did the Lord Jesus shed his precious blood, but we read at 

Calvary that when the soldiers "came to Jesus, and saw that he was 

dead already, they brake not his legs: But one of the soldiers with a 

spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. 

And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true." (John 19. 

33-35) This speaks of several blessed things that the Holy Spirit 

reveals to a believer. Firstly, there is the atoning blood from the 

loving heart of Jesus, to make God and the sinner "at one" in blessed 

union. Secondly, there is the water of life to cleanse the sinner from 

all unrighteousness in the sight of God. But further, this is a 

fulfilment of the prophecy, "and they shall look upon me whom they 

have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one that mourneth for 

his only son." (Zechariah 12. 10) This shows that, although the 

Roman soldier physically pierced the side of the Lord Jesus, the 

Lord's holy and sinless soul was pierced on account of the sins of his 

people. When by faith a sinner understands this, there will be a 

mourning on account of what sin has done, and a glimpse of how 

awful sin is. However, there will also be a fervent desire to be 

delivered from the corruption of sin, and to serve the Lord out of 

love in newness of life. 
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It is not just the death of Christ that is to be known in the heart, but 

the vital importance of the bodily resurrection of Jesus and his 

ascension into heaven. Paul writes of Jesus, "Who was delivered for 

our offences, and was raised again for our justification. Therefore, 

being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace 

wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God." (Romans 

4. 25 - 5. 2) By ascending into heaven in his human nature, he makes 

intercession before the throne of God for his people. "For verily he 

took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of 

Abraham. Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like 

unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest 

in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the 

people." (Hebrews 2. 16-17) As the Lord Jesus rose from the dead 

and ascended into heaven, so in union with Jesus every true believer 

ascends in newness of life to God. On earth they know a spiritual 

union, but after death their soul will be brought before the throne of 

God in love and mercy to dwell for eternity. For God "hath raised us 

up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus: That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches 

of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus." 

(Ephesians 2. 6-7) 

 

 

A Profession without True Salvation 

 

We have considered those for whom the seed of the gospel was sown 

on good ground, "that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which 

also beareth fruit." (Matthew 13. 23) However, let us contrast the 

true knowledge of salvation with the profession of many, who are 

like the seed sown amongst the stony places: they hear the word with 

joy, but fall away when persecution or trial arises on account of the 

gospel. Likewise, let us be warned of the professed Christian that 

"received seed among the thorns," who is he that "heareth the word; 
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and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the 

word, and he becometh unfruitful." (Matthew 13. 22) 

 

It is grieving to consider the state of so many professed Christian 

churches today. The truth is frequently trampled under foot by the 

very ministers who should be feeding the flock. It is therefore not 

surprising to find congregations  filled with men and women who 

know not the gospel, as revealed by the Holy Spirit and set forth in 

the Bible. Although they seem to speak of salvation, they know 

nothing about being lost ! A characteristic of this false religion is an 

absence of a conviction of sin and heart-felt repentance. For others 

their religion is only in the things of this world; yet Paul wrote, "If in 

this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most 

miserable." (1 Corinthians 15. 19) To build the church upon moral or 

social issues, artistic accomplishment, visions of great deeds, or 

ecstatic experiences, is to build upon the sand. They are no substitute 

for the rock, Christ Jesus the Lord, upon which the true church is 

built. (Matthew 16. 18)  

 

We have to confess, how few today can speak of a knowledge by 

faith of the power of the blood of Christ, which "cleanseth us from 

all sin."  (1 John 1. 7) There are few who attend a place of worship, 

that are satisfied with the gospel in all its blessed simplicity. 

Therefore, let us by faith search ourselves. Are we really upon the 

rock, Christ Jesus the Lord ? Are we truly united to the Vine and 

bring forth fruit, those precious tender grapes, to the honour of God ? 

Do we know the voice of the "beloved" who is Christ speaking to his 

church ? "My beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, my love, my 

fair one, and come away. For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over 

and gone; The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing of 

birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land; The fig 

tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with the tender grape 

give a good smell. Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away." 

(Song of Solomon 2. 10-13) 
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Let us also illustrate the difference between true and false 

Christianity with a natural example.  Let us suppose we have set out 

in a ship on a voyage with many worldly hopes and ambitions; 

perhaps it is to set up a new life and make our fortune abroad. Then 

suddenly the ship strikes a hidden rock and starts to sink. All our 

hopes are lost; we cry out to be saved. Then just as we are about to 

perish, another vessel or lifeboat arrives to rescue us and take us to a 

completely different land from that which we ever thought of. This is 

like the sinner who knows not God, but is suddenly brought into 

deep trouble by God, to see his lost condition and to cry out for 

mercy. The Lord then draws near and saves him by living faith in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

There is also the similar case where we set off on our voyage, but 

little by little we realise that the boat is not as sea-worthy as we first 

thought. We try hard to repair it or to bail out, but the state of the 

vessel just gets worse, until at last we cry out for help and are 

graciously saved. This illustrates the case of one who is brought step 

by step, perhaps over many years, to see their lost condition. Yet 

there is still that cry for mercy, and that same revelation of salvation 

in Christ Jesus. 

 

Now let us contrast this with those who are at leisure on the seafront 

and are attracted to an advert for a pleasure cruise. It is very 

appealing, and the day is calm and sunny. The money is paid for the 

trip in the boat, and after a little while the passengers are returned to 

exactly the same place from which they set out. This is false religion. 

There is no crying out for mercy, no sense of perishing on account of 

breaking the holy law of God, and the sinner is left in his sins. 

Although this false profession of Christianity may have many 

pleasures and benefits in this life, hell is still waiting to receive the 

unrepentant sinner ! We would do well to remember the parable 

about the rich man and Lazarus. (Luke 16. 19-31) 
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Let us then ask ourselves; what do we know of a true saving 

knowledge of Jesus Christ revealed by the Holy Spirit ? Are these 

things a concern to our soul ? If we fall short, or are not sure whether 

we know these blessed truths personally in the heart, may we then 

seek them earnestly in prayer to Jesus. If we feel a drawing after 

Jesus, may we then unburden our heart in prayer. May we ask that 

the Holy Spirit opens up the Bible and gives us true faith and 

repentance, and that the hindrance of worldly reasoning and unbelief 

be taken away.  

 

The Lord Jesus gave a precious encouragement to those that seek. 

"Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it 

shall be opened unto you. For every one that asketh receiveth; and he 

that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. If a 

son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a 

stone ? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent ? Or if 

he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion ? If ye then, being 

evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much 

more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 

him ?" (Luke 11. 9-13)  

 

The Lord is the saviour of all them that believe by divine faith. He is 

"not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 

repentance." (2 Peter 3. 9) May the Lord draw out true spiritual 

desires, and may we by grace have ears to hear the invitations and 

call of the gospel. Jesus said, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and 

are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." (Matthew 11. 28)  "For the 

law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." 

(John 1. 17) May these things be ours ! 

 

 

Graces of a New Believer 

 

To each Christian the time of first love, in which they were brought 
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to know salvation in Jesus, is very special. However, let us not just 

rest in memories, but may we consider again the text that we started 

this chapter with; "As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the 

Lord, so walk ye in him." (Colossians 2. 6) These special graces and 

blessed effects of salvation are to be coveted in later years and to be 

walked in. Whilst there will be a growth in grace and knowledge of 

the Lord during a Christian's life, these special graces of conversion 

are fundamental to a Christian's walk: they do not change. Then let 

us now consider them. 

 

Repentance is needful throughout the life of a Christian. Although he 

may know redemption and forgiveness of sins, the Christian is no 

less a sinner whilst upon earth. This is testified to by the apostle 

Paul, who knew himself to be the chief of sinners (1 Timothy 1. 15). 

Paul also records that inward conflict between the old man of sin and 

the new man of grace. "I find then a law, that, when I would do good, 

evil is present with me. For I delight in the law of God after the 

inward man: But I see another law in my members, warring against 

the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin 

which is in my members. O wretched man that I am ! who shall 

deliver me from the body of this death ? I thank God through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of 

God; but with the flesh the law of sin. There is therefore now no 

condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after 

the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 

Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death." (Romans 7. 

21 - 8. 2) 

 

How we need to walk in repentance and faith, coming again and 

again unto Jesus ! May we be led by the Spirit to ask for mercy and 

for strength to walk in his commandments, that the old man of sin 

might be subdued. May we be drawn by the Holy Spirit to pray like 

Jabez; "Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my 

coast, and that thine hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest 
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keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me ! And God granted him 

that which he requested." (1 Chronicles 4. 10) 

 

A new believer has a child-like faith and trust in Jesus. When found 

in an older Christian, it is such a precious ornament to the power of 

the gospel. The fruit of this  simple coming to Jesus in prayer, in 

which the cares of the heart are laid at his feet, is to see many 

answers to prayer that bring honour to God. The outward evidence of 

this childlike faith is the laying aside of worldly pleasures, being 

drawn in love to Jesus to walk in his commandments and to see the 

emptiness of this world. 

 

A further distinguishing mark of a new believer is the love of fellow 

Christians. There is none of that suspicion and prejudice that sadly so 

often disturbs a church. As the new believer knows sweetly the love 

of God towards him, he loves his spiritual brethren. "Beloved, let us 

love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is 

born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; 

for God is love." (1 John 4. 7-8)  

 

When one comes to know the heavenly treasures in Christ Jesus, 

there is a burning desire to tell others of the precious truths that have 

been revealed. Therefore, the joy of being a witness of Jesus shines 

forth in a new believer. When the Lord Jesus revealed himself to the 

woman of Samaria, she "went her way into the city, and saith to the 

men, Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not 

this the Christ ?" (John 4. 28-29) Likewise, the mad Gadarene was 

commanded by Jesus, when he had driven the legion of devils from 

him, "Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the 

Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee." (Mark 5. 

19) Should there not always be a desire that others may know how 

precious Jesus is ? If that witness is missing in our life, does it not 

show that we have forgotten our first love; or worse, that we have 

never known the love of Jesus in our heart ? 
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Let us remember how a new believer gives careful attention to the 

scriptures, avidly reading the Bible. There are those new discoveries 

of Jesus in the scriptures, as revealed by the Holy Spirit. These 

provide sweet comfort and meditation in the midst of trials and 

difficulties. Then what heart-felt thanksgiving goes up to God for all 

his many gifts, both in grace and in providence ! 

 

These things, especially coming to Jesus, are needful not only once, 

but throughout the pilgrimage of life. Let us then remember the 

Lord's warning to the church in Sardis. "I know thy works, that thou 

hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. Be watchful, and 

strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have 

not found thy works perfect before God. Remember therefore how 

thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore 

thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not 

know what hour I will come upon thee." (Revelation 3. 1-3)  

 

 

Christ Jesus the Lord 

 

Let us now turn to another aspect of our text in Colossians; namely 

the way in which the apostle Paul refers to the Redeemer as "Christ 

Jesus the Lord". (Colossians 2. 6) May we not pass over this in haste, 

but by the Spirit consider the vital importance of this title. 

 

The word "Christ" is from the Greek "Christos" meaning "anointed"; 

in Hebrew this word is "Messiah." The name "Jesus" is the Greek 

version of the Hebrew "Joshua", which means "Saviour". Therefore, 

Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the anointed one of God, and the 

Saviour. The words of the angel to Joseph were, "thou shalt call his 

name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins." (Matthew 

1. 21) The third part of the title, "the Lord", speaks of the deity of 

Jesus Christ as the Son of God, the second person of the Trinity. 

Jesus is anointed as Prophet, Priest and King; and if we receive any 
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anointing or unction from God, it is by virtue of our union to Jesus 

Christ the anointed one. 

 

The combination of these titles as "Christ Jesus the Lord" is of great 

importance. It separates between truth and error; it exposes those 

who know not the truth (as revealed by the Holy Spirit), but whose 

words sound superficially to be Christian. There are many who will 

believe in a "Christ"; it is not Jesus, but some other saviour. Others 

follow Jesus only as a good man, who has set an example of 

self-sacrifice. There are yet others who believe in a "Lord", but it is 

not the Lord God of Israel. However, when we speak of "Christ Jesus 

the Lord" there is no room for multi-faith ecumenism. On the 

contrary, Jesus Christ is set forth as truly man and truly God, the only 

Saviour. Let us then look at this subject further. 

 

When God appeared to Moses in a burning bush, he enquired 

concerning the name of God. "And Moses said unto God, Behold, 

when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The 

God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, 

What is his name ? what shall I say unto them ? And God said unto 

Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the 

children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you." (Exodus 3. 13-14) 

The title "I AM" in Hebrew is rendered "Jehovah" in the Authorised 

Version; otherwise it is translated "LORD" (denoted in the AV from 

other titles translated "Lord" by the use of capital letters). This 

Hebrew word, which we render "Jehovah", was considered so sacred 

by the Jews, that it was never pronounced for fear of taking the name 

of the Lord in vain. 

 

Therefore, we see the deity of the Lord Jesus, when he said to the 

Jews, "Before Abraham was, I am." (John 8. 58) Likewise, in the 

garden of Gethsemane we read; "Jesus therefore, knowing all things 

that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom 

seek ye ? They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto 
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them, I am he. And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them. 

As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, 

and fell to the ground." (John 18. 4-6) Here we see the glory of the 

Godhead shining forth as Jesus spoke the words "I am", thereby 

displaying that he was not just the despised Jesus of Nazareth, but is 

God the Son.  

 

Further examples are to be found in the Old Testament, which refer 

in prophecy to Jesus as "LORD". Let us compare the words, "I the 

LORD, the first, and with the last; I am he" (Isaiah 41. 4), with the 

words of the risen Lord Jesus; "I am Alpha and Omega, the first and 

the last." (Revelation 1. 11) Another example is found by comparing 

Isaiah 40. 3 with Matthew 3. 3. Furthermore, when Paul cried out to 

God on the road to Damascus, he said, "Who art thou, Lord ? And 

the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest." (Acts 9. 5) 

 

We have spoken briefly of the union between God the Father and 

God the Son, but there is also God the Holy Spirit. Jesus, the Son of 

God, spoke of the Spirit proceeding from the Father and the Son 

(John 15. 26). The blessed office of the Holy Spirit, the third person 

in the Trinity, is to reveal Jesus to God's chosen people; "the 

Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in 

my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your 

remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you." (John 14. 26) 

"When he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all 

truth: ... He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall 

shew it unto you." (John 16. 13-14) Therefore, the apostle John 

wrote of the Trinity; "For there are three that bear record in heaven, 

the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one." 

(1 John 5. 7)   

 

The historic and scriptural teaching of the church, is that the Son of 

God is eternally begotten of the Father. He is begotten in respect of 

the relationship as Persons of the Trinity, but not in respect of their 
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divine essence which is co-eternal (see J C Philpot, The Eternal 

Sonship). It is also a fundamental truth that the Son of God took into 

union with his divine nature "the seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all 

things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren." (Hebrews 

2. 16-17) The vital difference between Jesus Christ and all other men 

and women is that Jesus was not begotten by a human father, but was 

born of a virgin. He was not tainted by the fall, and therefore was 

sinless. Moreover, unlike Adam and Eve, Jesus was not only sinless, 

but incapable of sin. It is by virtue of this unique union between the 

divine and human natures that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is the 

one mediator between God the Father and believing sinners, being 

revealed by God the Holy Spirit. "For there is one God, and one 

mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus." (1 Timothy 

2. 5) 

 

Jesus Christ walked a perfect life and fulfilled all righteousness, yet 

God the Father "made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 

might be made the righteousness of God in him." (2 Corinthians 5. 

21) As a man Jesus suffered death, which is impossible for the divine 

nature to do. However, in union with deity, Jesus Christ made a 

perfect sacrifice for sin of infinite value, which human nature alone 

is incapable of. In the union of the divine and human natures, in the 

blessed Person of Jesus Christ the Son of God, redemption is 

accomplished. 

 

Furthermore, the eternal love of the Father to the Son is bestowed 

upon each believer chosen "before the foundation of the world". 

(Ephesians 1. 4) The Lord Jesus declared in his prayer to God the 

Father; "I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in 

one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast 

loved them, as thou hast loved me." (John 17. 23). To deny the 

Eternal Sonship is to dishonour the Son and to oppose the eternal 

love of God to the church. 
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However, there is a further fundamental aspect to the sacred 

humanity of the Lord Jesus. The early church was plagued with 

heresies on this subject, which like other errors on the Trinity are 

reappearing today. Many of the Gnostics denied that Jesus had a 

human body, but was only present in spirit form. But then there 

could have been no shedding of blood, without which there is no 

redemption (Hebrews 9. 22). On the other hand in the 4th century, 

Arius and his followers (known as Arians) denied that Jesus had a 

human soul (see Robertson's Church History, 3rd Edition, (John 

Murray), 1864, volume 1, pages 208 and 275). However, Isaiah 

spoke in prophecy of Jesus; "Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; 

he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering 

for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the 

pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. He shall see of the 

travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my 

righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities. 

Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall 

divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul 

unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare 

the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors." (Isaiah 

53. 10 - 12) The Hebrew word for "soul" is the same as that used for 

the souls of ordinary men (see Young's Analytical Concordance). 

 

Both of these heresies, Gnostic and Arian, strike at the heart of the 

gospel. If Jesus did not suffer in human nature in body and soul, 

there would be no salvation for the body and soul of believing 

sinners. If Jesus was only human in respect of his body, as claimed 

by the Arians, there would be no cleansing and redeeming of the 

soul. There would be no delivery out of soul trouble, no blessing, 

and no joy and peace in believing. 

 

In conclusion, we see the electing love of the Father to vile unworthy 

sinners, sending his only begotten Son, that we may become sons by 

adoption (Galatians 4. 5, Ephesians 1. 5). These heavenly and eternal 
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blessings in Jesus are revealed to sinners by God the Holy Spirit.  

But beware ! The Trinity cannot be explained or fathomed by human 

reasoning; it is a divine mystery that must be revealed by the Spirit. 

"And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was 

manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached 

unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory." 

(1 Timothy 3. 16) 

 

 

Unity of the Written and Incarnate Word 

 

The apostle John wrote of Jesus Christ: "In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." (John 

1. 1) Not only does this provide further testimony to the deity of the 

Redeemer, but it leads us to consider that the written word of God, 

inspired by the Holy Spirit, is in glorious union with the incarnate 

Word of God, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Therefore, how can we say that we follow Jesus, if we wilfully 

disobey the precepts of the gospel set forth in the Bible ? If we love 

Jesus, there must be manifested in us a love and reverence of the 

written word. Jesus said, "If ye love me, keep my commandments." 

(John 14. 15)  The poet expresses it thus. 

 

 

Say, Christian, wouldst thou thrive 

In knowledge of thy Lord ? 

Against no Scripture ever strive, 

But tremble at his word. 

 

Revere the sacred page; 

To injure any part 

Betrays, with blind and feeble rage, 

A hard and haughty heart. 
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If aught there dark appear, 

Bewail thy want of sight; 

No imperfection can be there, 

For all God's words are right. 

 

The Scriptures and the Lord 

Bear one tremendous name; 

The written and the incarnate Word 

In all things are the same. 

(Hart) 

 

It is God's will that his chosen people shall bring forth spiritual fruit 

to his eternal honour. (John 15. 16, Romans 7. 4) However, let us 

remember that the strength and ability to perform good works does 

not lie in the sinner, but in the Saviour. "For by grace are ye saved 

through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of 

works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 

ordained that we should walk in them." (Ephesians 2. 8-10)  

 

May we then be earnest in prayer to God that we may be taught of 

him, and that we know a growth in grace, God's grace. Then we will 

be "sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ." 

(Jude 1. 1) Nevertheless, in this life a Christian will be no less a 

sinner, but will gain a deeper revelation of his sinnership as time 

goes on. Thus the Christian will be taught to be ever more reliant on 

the grace and mercy of God throughout his earthly pilgrimage. The 

prayer of the Psalmist is then most suitable to those who follow Jesus 

in the way. 

 

"My soul cleaveth unto the dust: quicken thou me according to thy 

word. ... I will run the way of thy commandments, when thou shalt 

enlarge my heart. Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes; and I 

shall keep it unto the end. Give me understanding, and I shall keep 
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thy law; yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart. Make me to go 

in the path of thy commandments; for therein do I delight. Incline my 

heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetousness. Turn away mine 

eyes from beholding vanity; and quicken thou me in thy way." 

(Psalm 119. 25, 32-37)
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CHAPTER 4 

 

THE WITNESS OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

The Union of Believers 

 

In the previous chapter we dwelt particularly on a personal 

knowledge of Jesus. Now we must turn to consider the body of 

believers, the Church. 

 

It is a fundamental truth that Christians, who are redeemed in Jesus 

Christ, are spiritually united. This is shown by the prayer of Jesus for 

all believers, "That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, 

and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may 

believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me I 

have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one." (John 

17. 21-22). 

 

Let us give careful attention to the Lord's words. These speak of a 

union of the Lord's chosen people that will be real, and will be seen 

by those outside the Church; it will be a powerful witness to the 

gospel and the love of Christ. Consequently, there will be little 

blessing of souls with salvation, where there is disunity and conflict 

between true believers. Such things are dishonouring to God. Let us 

remember that unbelievers will see, and they may blaspheme the 

name of the Lord. 

 

Therefore, Paul besought the Ephesians that "ye walk worthy of the 

vocation wherewith ye are called, With all lowliness and meekness, 

with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; Endeavouring to 

keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, 

and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One 
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Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is 

above all, and through all, and in you all." (Ephesians 4. 1-6) 

 

The Psalmist also wrote of the beauty and blessing of the unity of 

believers. "Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 

dwell together in unity ! It is like the precious ointment upon the 

head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: that went 

down to the skirts of his garments; As the dew of Hermon, and as the 

dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the Lord 

commanded the blessing, even life for evermore." (Psalm 133) 

 

These scriptures should be a salutary warning to those who seem to 

thrive on contentions with fellow believers. Between true Christians 

there should be a gracious agreeing to differ. There can never be any 

excuse for discourtesy or rudeness; nor should there be an abrupt 

cutting off of those with whom we differ on matters not essential to 

salvation. Let us beware of strife that so often comes from the sinful 

pride of man. On the contrary, may we walk in a child-like love of 

Christ and his commandments, following the words of the apostle 

Peter; "be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, 

love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous: Not rendering evil for evil, 

or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are 

thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing." (1 Peter 3. 8-9)  

 

If united to Jesus, believers will set aside their differences when they 

meet.  The graces of love and the precious fruits of the Spirit, 

flowing from the love of Christ, will overpower any outward 

distinctions. The barriers of culture, tradition, nationality or race fall, 

when true believers are united to Jesus the vine. Thus the apostle 

Paul writes concerning the new man of grace, "which is renewed in 

knowledge after the image of him that created him: Where there is 

neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, 

Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. Put on therefore, 

as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
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humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing one 

another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against 

any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these 

things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. And let the 

peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in 

one body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you 

richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 

hearts to the Lord." (Colossians 3. 10 - 16) 

 

Sadly, sin is still present within each one of us. As the apostle John 

wrote; "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us." (1 John 1. 8) The earthly Church is made up of 

sinners. The only perfect Church is in heaven, the Church 

triumphant. Let us also remember that not all Christians have the 

same understanding; some are given more light on the word of truth 

than others. Yet there is still a spiritual union in Jesus, despite any 

denominational differences. 

 

However, we should not seek any union or accommodation with 

churches that deny the scriptures or the fundamentals of the faith 

(Romans 16. 17-18, 2 John 9-11). Those in the Ecumenical 

Movement have sought a visible union of all churches that profess to 

believe in Jesus. In doing so they have tried to reconcile truth and 

error, thinking that the cause of truth will be advanced by some 

worldly visible union. However, may we realise that true believers 

are already united by the Spirit and are already one in Christ Jesus, 

regardless of the striving of men.  

 

Let us now, without entering into denominational differences, turn to 

a number of profitable issues concerning the Church, the body of 

believers. 
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Churches ordered according to the Word 

 

Wherever the apostles preached and the gospel was prospered, those 

who were converted were formed into a church (Acts 14. 21-23). 

This visible company of believers was to worship God in spirit and 

in truth, giving testimony to the death and resurrection of the Lord 

Jesus. But in what manner was this to be done ? 

 

God is a God of order. This is seen in creation, in the holy law of 

God, and in the plan of salvation in Jesus Christ. David could say at 

the end of his earthly pilgrimage, despite all his sins and the 

tribulations that had come upon him, that God had made an 

everlasting covenant with him "ordered in all things, and sure." (2 

Samuel 23. 5) Therefore, it is the Lord's commandment that churches 

are likewise to be orderly. Some church members are appointed 

office bearers or ministers, and these are to be held in respect. Paul 

could say to the Colossians, "though I be absent in the flesh, yet I am 

with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your order, and the 

stedfastness of your faith in Christ." (Colossians 2. 5) 

 

As the Holy Spirit cannot teach contrary to the scriptures, it is vital 

that a church is ordered according to the word of God. It is then a 

solemn apostasy if a church is ordered according to worldly 

conformity or modern ideas. It is also grieving to the Spirit if the 

basis of church order is denominational tradition or family ties, no 

matter how sound the official creed of the church. 

 

 

Love and Fellowship in Jesus 

 

There are two further fundamental principles behind scriptural 

church order. These are to be found in the two great commandments 

from the Old Testament, which the Lord Jesus spoke of. "Hear, O 

Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord 
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thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 

mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. And 

the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 

thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these." 

(Mark 12. 29-31)  

 

If we are to love our neighbour (although that does not mean 

condoning what they do or believe), how much more should there be 

love between believers ! Thus the apostle John wrote; "Beloved, let 

us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is 

born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; 

for God is love. In this was manifested the love of God toward us, 

because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we 

might live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 

that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation [i.e. 

atonement or appeasement] for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, 

we ought also to love one another. No man hath seen God at any 

time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is 

perfected in us. Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, 

because he hath given us of his Spirit." (1 John 4. 7-13) May we be 

taught these things in the heart by the Holy Spirit. How we need to 

pray to be kept from a proud and selfish spirit, through which Satan 

would sow discord and strife within a church. 

 

Alongside mutual love, another precious grace of the true Church is 

fellowship in Jesus. This is not to be confused with socialising or 

earthly friendship. Many in the professed churches fail to understand 

that Christian fellowship depends upon our personal relationship to 

God. The apostle John explains this truth. "God is light, and in him is 

no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him, and 

walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the 

light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and 

the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin." (1 John 

1. 5-7) If there is a close walking with God in love and a spiritual 
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union with Jesus, then there will be true fellowship. This can be felt 

even between those who are complete strangers, as it derives from 

their common union to Jesus the vine. 

 

It is therefore right for believers to meet together for prayer and 

worship. Jesus spoke a precious promise, that "where two or three 

are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them." 

(Matthew 18. 20) Yet to those who are alone or in persecution and 

cannot meet together, there is still the beautiful example of the 

apostle John on the island of Patmos, where he had been exiled on 

account of the gospel. We read that John received his blessed 

revelation when he was "in the Spirit on the Lord's day." (Revelation 

1. 10) The Lord is gracious to visit those bowed down under the trial 

of loneliness or isolation. 

 

However, it is God's commandment that a Christian should meet for 

worship with other believers who hold to the fundamentals of the 

faith, wherever it is practicable. The apostle Paul warned the Hebrew 

believers; "Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without 

wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) And let us consider one 

another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the 

assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but 

exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 

approaching." (Hebrews 10. 23-25) 

 

We must further observe that the Lord has set forth two ordinances 

(or sacraments) to be followed by Christians within a church. These 

are baptism and the Lord's supper, which are an open witness to the 

death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus. Concerning baptism, the 

apostle Paul wrote: "Know ye not, that so many of us as were 

baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death ? Therefore, 

we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was 

raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 

should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together 
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in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his 

resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, 

that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should 

not serve sin." (Romans 6. 3-6) Likewise, Paul wrote to the 

Colossians; "Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen 

with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised 

him from the dead." (Colossians 2. 12) 

 

Concerning the Lord's supper we read; "That the Lord Jesus the same 

night in which he was betrayed took bread: And when he had given 

thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is 

broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. After the same 

manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup 

is the new testament in my blood: this do ye as oft as ye drink it, in 

remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this 

cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come." (1 Corinthians 11. 

23-26) 

 

The Lord has not given these ordinances to be ignored. Do we read 

in the Bible of true believers, taught by the Holy Spirit, who are 

exempted from them ? The sad neglect of baptism and the Lord's 

supper by many in the churches is a sign of a lack of spiritual 

teaching in the heart. The word of God is very plain: "If ye love me, 

keep my commandments."  (John 14. 15) 

 

 

 

The Spread of the Gospel 

 

If there is a true love to the Lord and a knowledge of salvation, then 

there will be heart-felt desire that others may hear the gospel and 

believe. This should result in a prayerful and an active concern for 

the spread of the gospel, both personally and in the churches. But 

one may ask; "Is it not God that saves his chosen people in his 
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sovereign mercy ? Is it for man to put his own sinful hand to this ?" 

It is true that salvation is of God, not man. Jesus said, "All that the 

Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will 

in no wise cast out. ... No man can come to me, except the Father 

which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day." 

(John 6. 37 and 44) However, whilst it is God's eternal purpose that 

"as many as were ordained to eternal life believed" (Acts 13. 48), it 

is also his purpose that sinners are to be saved through the preaching 

or spreading of the gospel. 

 

Therefore, Jesus gave his great commission to the disciples. "Go ye 

into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature." (Mark 

16. 15) "And that repentance and remission of sins should be 

preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem." 

(Luke 24. 47) The apostle Paul also instructed Timothy; "And the 

things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same 

commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also." 

(2 Timothy 2. 2) This scripture is a commandment to the churches, 

down through the ages, to strive for the spread of the gospel and 

sound doctrine. 

 

Let us be clear: there is no contradiction between the open 

proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ and the doctrine of 

election, which teaches that it is God's chosen people who are saved. 

Was the teaching of God's sovereignty in salvation a hindrance to 

Paul or Peter in their ministry ? Did it lead Martin Luther into sloth 

or indifference about unbelievers ? The answer is an emphatic, no ! 

As we have already mentioned, the Lord Jesus taught election 

openly; and will any Christian dare say he was wrong to do so ? 

However, we do not read of God's sovereignty being the only 

doctrine in the Bible; nor was it the only subject of the apostles' 

sermons or epistles. There is a scriptural balance. 

 

It is not for the Christian minister to know who in a congregation will 
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hear the word of truth to the saving of their souls. The commandment 

is, "Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season." (2 Timothy 

4. 2) There is also the following exhortation to those who are called 

to sow the seed of the gospel, whether it be in the pulpit, in 

distributing godly literature or by personal witness. "He that 

observeth the wind shall not sow; and he that regardeth the clouds 

shall not reap. As thou knowest not what is the way of the spirit, nor 

how the bones do grow in the womb of her that is with child: even so 

thou knowest not the works of God who maketh all. In the morning 

sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand: for thou 

knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they 

both shall be alike good." (Ecclesiastes 11. 4-6) 

 

When the sovereignty of God is rightly viewed by faith, the minister 

preaching the gospel, or a Christian giving witness to Jesus, know 

that the outcome rests with God, and they can safely trust in him for 

all. It is a great comfort that salvation does not depend upon their 

own fickle sinful hearts or upon their labours. The Lord will have the 

honour and glory in the salvation of souls, and by faith they are 

content that it should be so. But from love to the Lord, they are 

active in following his commandment to be faithful witnesses of so 

great a salvation. Although it is recorded that Paul was "forbidden of 

the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia" or to go into Bithynia 

(Acts 16. 6-7), it was because the Lord had graciously decreed that 

the ministry of Paul should be blessed abundantly in Macedonia. 

Rather than be any licence to sloth in the ministry, it was part of the 

Lord's direction into the field of labour where the gospel was to be 

prospered. 

 

The sovereignty of God in salvation undermines the view that 

redemption depends upon the good works of a sinner. It also testifies 

against the grievous error that salvation rests upon following a 

particular minister or denomination. Many professed Protestants 

have stumbled at this point. Let us ever remember that the minister is 



                   The Witness of the Church  

 

 
53 

to be held in honour and respect, but never put in the place of God (2 

Thessalonians 2. 1-4). 

 

 

Glad Tidings of the Gospel 

 

Whenever the gospel is faithfully preached, there is the proclaiming 

of good news or glad tidings, for this is what the word "gospel" 

means. The grand theme is delivery, through repentance and faith in 

Jesus Christ, from the condemnation and wrath of God on account of 

sin. This is a joy to every believing heart that seeks the forgiveness 

of sins. However, to those who believe not, and who wish to 

maintain their own supposed righteousness, the gospel is an offence 

(Romans 9. 30-33, 1 Peter 2. 8). There were those, even of Jesus' 

disciples, who were offended at his teaching and said, "This is an 

hard saying; who can hear it ?" (John 6. 60) If men were offended by 

the words of the Master, shall not his servants find that many today 

are offended by the preaching of the gospel ? 

 

May we always keep in mind that the preaching of Jesus is essential 

to the gospel ministry. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, "I determined 

not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him 

crucified." (1 Corinthians 2. 2) It was when Jesus was preached that 

the blessing of salvation came with power. Paul could therefore say 

to the Romans, "I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is 

the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the 

Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of 

God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by 

faith." (Romans 1. 16-17) 

 

Let us then examine ourselves. Is Jesus truly preached in our midst, 

or is the main message in the ministry some other doctrine ? Yes, 

there is a need for instruction in doctrines such as the ten 

commandments, man's inability to save himself, church order, God's 
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sovereignty, and love to the brethren (to name but a few). But unless 

these point to Jesus, the ministry and witness of the church will be 

without spiritual life and power. Are we content to hear sermons that 

barely mention the name of Jesus ? If so, we have solemnly departed 

from Christ. 

 

The ministers, who are greatly used of God in the saving of sinners 

and the comforting of believers, are those who exalt the Lord Jesus 

and bring forth by the Spirit his power and beauty. As Paul wrote to 

the Corinthians; "For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was 

preached among you by us ..., was not yea and nay, but in him was 

yea. For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, 

unto the glory of God by us." (2 Corinthians 1. 19-20) Without Jesus 

Christ there will be no joy and peace in believing. 

 

However, let us be warned that a gospel ministry, which may rightly 

be termed an "experimental" ministry, does not only consist of 

preaching experience. There are to be three vital elements to the 

ministry, as shown by the pattern in Paul's epistles. These are 

doctrine, experience and practice. Without a foundation of sound 

doctrine and instruction in the scriptures, the wildest experiences 

may be credited as being of the Holy Spirit, and we may fall into the 

deception of Satan and our own sinful hearts. Paul wrote to Timothy, 

"And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which 

are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in 

Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly 

furnished unto all good works." (2 Timothy 3. 15-17) But if the 

ministry only reaches the mind or intellect, it is dry and dead; there 

must be an experience of the power of the gospel. Therefore, Paul 

wrote; "And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing 

words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 

power: That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in 
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the power of God." (1 Corinthians 2. 4-5) 

 

Likewise, unless there is a putting into practice of the word of God, 

we are merely hypocrites. Whatever be our knowledge of sound 

doctrine or however spiritual our experience seems to be, our faith is 

dead if not accompanied by a practical walking in the 

commandments of Jesus. "For as the body without the spirit is dead, 

so faith without works is dead also." (James 2. 26) May we 

prayerfully seek grace to know that right scriptural balance of 

doctrine, experience and practice. 

 

 

The Bride of Christ 

 

As we conclude this chapter, let us remember that the redeemed 

Church is the bride of the risen Lord Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul 

sets this forth in the type of earthy marriage. "For the woman which 

hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he 

liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her 

husband. So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to 

another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be 

dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though 

she be married to another man. Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are 

become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be 

married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we 

should bring forth fruit unto God. For when we were in the flesh, the 

motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to 

bring forth fruit unto death. But now we are delivered from the law, 

that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in 

newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter." (Romans 7. 

2-6) 

 

In his labours and concern over the church at Corinth, the apostle 

Paul wrote; "I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present 
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you as a chaste virgin to Christ." (2 Corinthians 11. 2) May we be 

led as churches into this truth, that our eyes might be fixed upon 

Christ and none else. May we seek his glory, not our own. May our 

love for him be kindled by the Holy Spirit, knowing that the 

redeemed believer is clothed with the glorious wedding garment, 

which is the righteousness of Christ. 

 

We end with the meditation of Hallgrímur Pétursson on the wounded 

side of the Lord Jesus. If these things are known in our hearts, there 

will be a tender love of the brethren, a close walk with God and a 

clear scriptural witness in the churches. May we earnestly seek these 

blessings in prayer. 

 

Adam's lonely state perceiving, 

God created him a bride. 

Deepest sleep the pain relieving, 

Drew her from his wounded side. 

To her husband ever cleaving, 

With him ever to abide. 

 

Thus to Christ His bride was given, 

Taken from His wounded side. 

By the spear His side was riven, 

Setting free the cleansing tide. 

Thus her sins were all forgiven, 

She for all time sanctified. 

 

See, my soul ! with heavenly vision 

Blood and water thou dost know. 

For thee God has made provision, 

Baptized in the cleansing flow. 

Faith concedes the recognition 

Of the grace He doth bestow. 
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Since the gracious Lord permitted 

Doubting Thomas to draw nigh, 

To his startled touch submitted, 

Thus approach Him may not I ? 

Doubts and fears are all outwitted 

When His wounding I descry. 

 

From His heart the streams of healing, 

Shed to save His people, flowed; 

All God's care and love revealing; 

All His grace on us bestowed, 

When, redemption's franchise sealing, 

He repaid the debt we owed. 

 

So that I might see more clearly 

The full measure of His grace, 

He reveals His wounds more nearly; 

Brings me to Him face to face, 

That His feet I more sincerely 

And more humbly might embrace. 

 

Through the heart of Christ, my Saviour, 

Faith may on God's heaven gaze; 

In the sunshine of God's favour 

Bask for everlasting days; 

Strengthened for devout behaviour, 

Walking in His holy ways. 

 

Israel, with the prophet Moses 

Thirsted in the wilderness. 

God, in mercy, interposes; 

Hastes to help in their distress. 

Moses' smiting rod discloses 

Cooling streams to cheer and bless. 
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For our learning this was given - 

Scripture says: "that Rock was Christ." 

When the Saviour's heart was riven, 

By God's judgement-rod chastised, 

Living waters, straight from heaven, 

Our eternal thirst sufficed. 

 

By this fount I make my dwelling; 

Ever quaff its crystal flow, 

Thirst and fear and doubt dispelling; 

Here content and peace I know. 

And my joy all joys excelling, 

In its wondrous overflow. 

 

Look, Lord, on my heart's condition, 

Guilty, full of sin, I own. 

Hear, oh hear now my petition - 

Let Thy precious blood atone. 

For Thou art the Great Physician; 

Thou canst heal, and Thou alone. 

 

Now my heart its fervent praises 

Offers ever unto Thee, 

For Thy blood my sin erases; 

Brings eternal life to me. 

Songs to Thee my spirit raises, 

Now and through Eternity. 

 

     (From the English edition of A. Gook)
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CHAPTER 5 

 

ASSURANCE IN THE MIDST OF TRIALS 

 

 

God's Ways are Perfect 

 

We have just considered the fellowship of believers in the Lord Jesus 

and the spiritual unity of the brethren. However, there is a further 

aspect to fellowship, spoken of by the apostle Paul. "I count all 

things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 

my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do 

count them but dung, that I may win Christ, And be found in him, not 

having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is 

through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by 

faith: That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and 

the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his 

death." (Philippians 3. 8-10) 

 

This speaks of two apparently opposite things. Firstly, there is the 

suffering of loss and deep trials. Secondly, there is a glorious 

knowledge of Jesus Christ and assurance of salvation. The Christian 

is called to walk in both of these paths. However, they are a total 

mystery to those who are not taught by the Holy Spirit. It is common 

to hear of those who know nothing of Jesus Christ in the heart, 

saying that they cannot believe God would permit suffering, pain or 

untimely bereavement. The god of their conception is one who 

should allow everyone fair enjoyment of the things of this life. Even 

the Lord's people are tempted and tried about such things. 

Nevertheless, the truth of God is unshaken. 

 

Let us then seek to look at the Lord's dealings with his beloved 

people. May the Lord be pleased to reveal his love and sovereign 

purposes, especially to those who feel to be sinking under the weight 



            Assurance in the Midst of Trials  

 

 
60 

of trial upon trial. May we pray earnestly that the Holy Spirit would 

grant us the same faith and discernment as David. "And the afflicted 

people thou wilt save: but thine eyes are upon the haughty, that thou 

mayest bring them down. For thou art my lamp, O Lord: and the 

Lord will lighten my darkness. For by thee I have run through a 

troop: by my God have I leaped over a wall. As for God, his way is 

perfect; the word of the Lord is tried: he is a buckler to all them that 

trust in him. For who is God, save the Lord ? and who is a rock, save 

our God ? God is my strength and power: and he maketh my way 

perfect." (2 Samuel 22. 28-33) 

 

 

The Fruit of Sin 

 

There is abundant evidence around us that suffering, difficulty and 

trials are the lot of all men and women. As the Bible says, "man is 

born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward." (Job 5. 7) Let us then 

enquire why this is the case. It is a question that is frequently asked, 

but with no satisfactory answer. Sadly, the vast majority of people do 

not enquire of God by faith, but rather seek after the vain or 

sentimental explanations of fellow men. 

 

The scriptural answer lies in the account of the fall of man, when 

Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden. After the serpent (or 

the Devil) had been cursed by God for his deception, we read that 

the Lord spoke to Eve these words. "I will greatly multiply thy 

sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; 

and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. 

And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice 

of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, 

saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in 

sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; Thorns also and 

thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the 

field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return 
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unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and 

unto dust shalt thou return." (Genesis 3. 16-19) 

 

Not only were Adam and Eve ruined in the fall, but likewise the 

entire human race. "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the 

world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that 

all have sinned." (Romans 5. 12) Therefore, this life contains many 

trials, perplexities, and disappointments. The Old Testament writer 

exclaimed: "I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; 

and, behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit. That which is 

crooked cannot be made straight: and that which is wanting cannot 

be numbered." (Ecclesiastes 1. 14-15) The root cause of tribulation, 

death and suffering is sin. May we realise that it is not just the sins of 

others that have brought this about, but also our own sins ! 

 

 

 

The Lord's Chastening Hand 

 

Yet there is a deeper trial which a Christian is called to pass through. 

This is soul trouble, which the unbelieving world knows nothing of. 

By this is meant that inward trial and burden on account of ones' own 

sins, in which the sinner feels God's holiness and anger against sin. 

Not only is this felt when the Lord first convinces of sin in the heart, 

but subsequently from time to time a Christian is exercised by soul 

trouble. This is usually procured by ourselves, when we fall into 

some error and the Holy Spirit is grieved. 

 

We read of Peter, when he had denied the Lord Jesus, being brought 

into deep and bitter trouble in his soul (Luke 22. 54-62). Likewise 

David was brought into deep waters, when the prophet Nathan 

convinced him of the sin of adultery and murder on account of 

Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11 and 12). Then David exclaimed in 

repentance; "Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this 
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evil in thy sight.... Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash 

me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Make me to hear joy and 

gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. Hide 

thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a 

clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not 

away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free 

spirit." (Psalm 51. 4, 7-12) Although the Lord graciously forgave 

David in the blessed Redeemer, the Lord saw fit to bring David into 

deep trials in his family and kingdom for the rest of his life. David 

had to walk in the path of deep affliction of soul, and these things are 

recorded in the Bible for our instruction.  

 

Let us therefore consider that it is not only David, but all of the 

Lord's people, who "must through much tribulation enter into the 

kingdom of God." (Acts 14. 22) Some are called to walk in deeper 

trials than others; yet the Lord will have each of his people learn the 

awful and solemn effects of sin, that they may not grow proud or 

conceited. Thus they are led to seek daily for grace and mercy in 

Jesus Christ. Although the Lord has put away all the sins of his 

people in eternity, he will have them remember in this life the 

vileness of sin, that they might all the more earnestly flee unto Jesus. 

The Lord in his eternal purposes uses these means to humble, to 

teach and to preserve his people in the ways of righteousness, that 

they may receive the blessings of salvation. The apostle Paul wrote; 

"as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the 

consolation... But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we 

should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead." (2 

Corinthians 1. 7, 9)  Little do we realise what we may have been 

delivered from through the Lord's humbling pathways. 

 

Let us be encouraged by the case of the Psalmist, who was tempted 

to envy the foolish when he saw the prosperity of the wicked. They 

appeared to him not to be in trouble like others. But when the 
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Psalmist came into the sanctuary of God, then he understood the end 

of the wicked. "Surely thou didst set them in slippery places: thou 

castedst them down into destruction. How are they brought into 

desolation, as in a moment ! they are utterly consumed with terrors. 

As a dream when one awaketh; so, O Lord, when thou awakest, thou 

shalt despise their image. Thus my heart was grieved, and I was 

pricked in my reins. So foolish was I, and ignorant: I was as a beast 

before thee. Nevertheless I am continually with thee: thou hast 

holden me by my right hand. Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, 

and afterward receive me to glory. Whom have I in heaven but thee ? 

and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee. My flesh and 

my heart faileth: but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion 

for ever. For, lo, they that are far from thee shall perish: thou hast 

destroyed all them that go a whoring from thee. But it is good for me 

to draw near to God: I have put my trust in the Lord God, that I may 

declare all thy works." (Psalm 73. 18-28) 

 

Jeremiah was brought into the deepest of trials and grief in his soul, 

when he saw the desolation of Jerusalem on account of the sins of the 

children of Israel. Yet he could say: "It is of the Lord's mercies that 

we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They are 

new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. The Lord is my portion, 

saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him. The Lord is good unto 

them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him. It is good that a 

man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord... 

But though he cause grief, yet will he have compassion according to 

the multitude of his mercies." (Lamentations 3. 22-26, 32)  

 

The Lord sanctifies tribulations for the eternal benefit of a Christian. 

It is his loving, yet chastening hand, that brings us into these paths. It 

is a privilege reserved only for the children of God. May we look up 

by faith and not forget the "exhortation which speaketh unto you as 

unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, 

nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: For whom the Lord loveth he 
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chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth." (Hebrews 

12. 5-6)  

 

 

Fellowship with Christ in his Sufferings 

 

We have considered the Christians' pathway of suffering, which is 

used of the Lord to chasten us on account of our sins. But how can 

we have fellowship with Christ in his sufferings, when the Lord Jesus 

was sinless and we are such vile sinners ? The answer lies in the 

words of Paul: for God the Father made Jesus "to be sin for us, who 

knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in 

him." (2 Corinthians 5. 21) The Lord Jesus did not suffer on account 

of any sins of his own, but on account of our sins that were imputed 

to him. The prophet wrote concerning Jesus: "Surely he hath borne 

our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, 

smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our 

transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of 

our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we 

like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own 

way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all." (Isaiah 53. 

4-6)  

 

The Lord Jesus suffered terribly in his body from the cruelty of the 

Roman soldiers, yet we do not hear one word of complaint from his 

holy lips. We do not read of the Lord Jesus crying out on account of 

the cruel mocking or bodily torture from the crucifixion. He fulfilled 

the words of the prophet Isaiah: "He was oppressed, and he was 

afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the 

slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth 

not his mouth." (Isaiah 53. 7) Yet before Jesus "bowed his head, and 

gave up the ghost" (John 19. 30), he cried out from the cross in 

deepest distress the words of Psalm 22: "My God, my God, why hast 

thou forsaken me ?" (Matthew 27. 46) This gives a glimpse of the 
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terrible agonies and suffering of his human soul, which far 

outweighed the suffering of his body; for he "poured out his soul 

unto death." (Isaiah 53. 12) This was to save the sin polluted souls of 

his beloved people, that they may be delivered from all soul trouble 

and at last be brought to dwell with him in glory. 

 

We have that true fellowship with him in his sufferings, when we are 

brought by faith to "look on him whom they pierced" (John 19. 37, 

Zechariah 12. 10), realising that the Lord's sufferings were on 

account of our sins. This brings mourning and true repentance. It is 

perhaps in the midst of a bitter trial that a Christian is tempted to 

despair, or to bemoan their sad condition; when suddenly they look 

up by faith and realise that the Lord Jesus passed through the same 

trial, but in an infinitely deeper way. Has the Christian been deserted 

by friends ? The Lord Jesus was deserted and denied by his closest 

disciples. Is the Christian in great temptation ? The Lord Jesus "was 

in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin." (Hebrews 4. 15) 

And all this, that his beloved people might be delivered and 

redeemed ! Therefore, we may "come boldly unto the throne of 

grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 

need." (Hebrews 4. 16) Then the Christian can say with the apostle 

Paul; "For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh 

for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." (2 

Corinthians 4. 17) 

 

Once our own trials are put into perspective, and the Holy Spirit 

again reveals to us the sweetness of salvation, there will then be 

rejoicing and a peace that "passeth all understanding." (Philippians 

4. 7) We will find what James wrote: "My brethren, count it all joy 

when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of 

your faith worketh patience." (James 1. 2-3) In the midst of the awful 

events that were to come upon the children of Israel for their sins, the 

prophet Habakkuk could say: "Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 

joy in the God of my salvation." (Habakkuk 3. 18) May we, like the 
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prophet of old, seek grace to follow the apostle Paul's exhortation: 

"Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice." (Philippians 4. 

4)  

 

It is by the glorious conquest of the Lord Jesus Christ over sin, the 

world and the powers of evil that these blessings are given. As the 

Lord said to his disciples on the night before his death: "These things 

I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world 

ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the 

world." (John 16. 33) As the apostle John wrote in his epistle; "For 

whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the 

victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that 

overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of 

God ?" (1 John 5. 4-5) 

 

Then by faith the Christian is led to look at trials in a very different 

way from that of the unbeliever. The Christian is enabled to trust in 

the Lord with assurance, walking in the exhortation of Peter. 

"Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to 

try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: But 

rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, 

when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding 

joy." (1 Peter 4. 12-13) 

 

 

Erring from the Truth 

 

At this point we must observe that the subject of assurance is one 

which is frequently misunderstood. A warning is needful concerning 

this. There are two extremes which the Christian is to avoid. Let us 

look firstly at those who err by laying claim to an assurance of which 

they know little spiritually. 

 

Some have claimed, from the time they first believed, that they have 
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always had assurance and have not been troubled with doubts, fears 

or unbelief. However, such freedom from the fruits of sin are only 

for the Church triumphant in heaven, enjoying the eternal presence 

of God and the Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ. As no Christian can 

rightly say that they are without sin (1 John 1. 8), then it is but 

self-deception to claim that they are always enjoying unclouded 

assurance. 

 

This error is often associated with "easy-believism", which is a sad 

blight upon so many professed churches. It is to be feared that those, 

who claim to be so sure of salvation, do not know the vileness of sin 

and the holiness of God. Many of these are like unto the seed that 

"fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately 

it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth: But when the sun was 

up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away." 

(Mark 4. 5-6) The Lord Jesus then explained that this represents 

those, who, having "heard the word, immediately receive it with 

gladness; And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a 

time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's 

sake, immediately they are offended." (Mark 4. 16-17)  

 

Others, unless the Lord mercifully opens their blind eyes, will 

continue in the comfortable deception of a joyful and light religion 

until they appear before the judgement seat of God. Of such the Lord 

Jesus said: "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 

into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father 

which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, 

have we not prophesied in thy name ? and in thy name have cast out 

devils ? and in thy name done many wonderful works ? And then will 

I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work 

iniquity." (Matthew 7. 21-23) Let us then take heed of these solemn 

words. Let us search our own hearts to see whether sin and salvation 

are really known, or whether it is just an outward appearance. 
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When a true Christian falls into sin or error, the Holy Spirit is 

grieved. The Lord then chastens by withdrawing his felt presence, 

that the Christian may know in his conscience and soul that he has 

done wrong. It is by such means that the Lord graciously brings his 

people to repent of their back-sliding and to come earnestly, 

beseeching a renewal of his mercy in their soul.  

 

Having warned of those who profane the doctrine of assurance, there 

are other professed Christians who have gone to the opposite 

extreme. In fearing a religion that has no spiritual depth or 

conviction of sin, they fall into the error of neglecting the blessing of 

Christian assurance. The denial of assurance may not be intentional, 

but it can be encouraged by a ministry which always dwells upon sin, 

doubts, fears, trials, unbelief and a Christian's inability. As a result, 

the standard set forth in the church lacks many of the fruits of the 

Holy Spirit, such as love, joy, peace and faith (Galatians 5. 22). The 

ministry rarely has the fulness of the gospel of the glad tidings of 

salvation in Jesus Christ. Consequently, many in the congregation are 

left to think that doubts, fears and unbelief are the marks of a true 

Christian. They then eye with suspicion those walking in the 

enjoyment of assurance and the liberty of salvation in Jesus Christ. 

 

Let us be clear: doubts, carnal fears and unbelief are the fruit of sin, 

not the Holy Spirit. The words "hath God said ?" were spoken by the 

serpent, not by the Saviour (Genesis 3. 1). Unbelief, with all its 

consequent doubtings, is derived from the fall of man, not a fruit of 

his redemption in Christ Jesus. Nevertheless, we rejoice that the Lord 

is merciful to poor sinners, who are dead in trespasses and sins. He 

graciously does not leave them there. Where would be the Lord's 

glory and honour in a church, if there were no lively evidences of 

faith, no coming with boldness in prayer, no laying hold of the 

precious promises, nor any joyful praise of a precious redeemer ? 

Where Jesus is sweetly preached, the gospel will come "in power, 
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and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance." (1 Thessalonians 1. 

5) 

 

Let us then seek prayerfully a right scriptural balance, and desire that 

the name of Jesus might have the preeminence in our midst. The 

many quotations from the Bible, which we have considered earlier in 

this chapter, show this twofold path. Although there are trials, 

perplexities and suffering, yet the Christian is enabled to rejoice, 

knowing that these things are ordained of his heavenly Father in love 

for his chastening and instruction. In the midst of trials the Christian 

is led by faith to look unto Jesus. 

 

 

Assurance in Jesus 

 

The true assurance of salvation is one that is proved in doctrine, 

experience and practice. Those taught of the Holy Spirit will know 

something of the "full assurance of faith" (Hebrews 10. 22), the "full 

assurance of hope" (Hebrews 6. 11) and the "full assurance of 

understanding". (Colossians 2. 2) How confirming it is when the 

Holy Spirit opens up the Bible in answer to prayer, and gives us an 

understanding of the precious doctrines of salvation. Likewise, we 

know a precious assurance when we are given faith to believe and to 

feel the love of Christ flowing into our soul; our sins are washed 

away, and a peace is felt that passeth all understanding. Then, even 

in the deepest trial, the Lord is pleased to give us the gift of hope. 

This is not the vain hope of the unbeliever, but is a hope which "we 

have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which 

entereth into that within the veil; Whither the forerunner is for us 

entered, even Jesus." (Hebrews 6. 19-20) 

 

Another evidence that testifies to our faith is a consistent walk in the 

commandments of God. Let us consider that without this, we can 

have no true assurance of salvation in Jesus. The apostle John wrote: 
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"And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his 

commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his 

commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoso 

keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby 

know we that we are in him." (1 John 2. 3-5) 

 

Let us turn to consider the case of the martyrs, who gave their life for 

the testimony of Jesus. Many, especially during the Reformation, 

suffered terrible deaths. They gave proof of their assurance in Christ 

by their remarkable calmness, courage and even joy at suffering for 

the sake of Jesus, knowing that they had a crown of righteousness 

laid up in heaven (2 Timothy 4. 8). A light, worldly and spiritually 

empty religion would have quickly melted in the flames of 

persecution. Likewise, a ministry that barely spoke of assurance in 

Christ Jesus would have been little comfort to those tortured to 

death, sold as slaves or burnt alive at the stake. 

 

At the Reformation it was the knowledge of assurance of salvation in 

Jesus that was one of the great distinguishing features of the 

protestant churches. As a result, the Church of Rome responded at 

the counter-Reformation Council of Trent with the following curse. 

"If anyone says that man is truly absolved from his sins and justified, 

because he assuredly believes himself absolved and justified; or that 

no one is truly justified but he who believes himself justified; let him 

be accursed." ("Secrets of Romanism", J Zacchello, ISBN 

0-87213-981-6) By keeping its followers in continual doubt, the 

Church of Rome kept them in slavery to its system. May those who 

profess Christ flee from such a satanic error, and not unwittingly 

follow the errors of Rome. 

 

 

Remember the Way 

 

This brings us to the encouragement that the Lord gives, when 



            Assurance in the Midst of Trials  

 

 
71 

Christians are enabled to look back and see the way that the Lord 

their God has brought them. In the midst of trials the way is 

perplexing, but when looking back the Lord's gracious hand is often 

revealed. Perhaps it was some affliction or great disappointment, but 

in later years they realise it was for their spiritual good; it preserved 

them from a worldly snare that led away from God. Thus the apostle 

Paul wrote; "And we know that all things work together for good to 

them that love God, to them who are the called according to his 

purpose." (Romans 8. 28) Likewise, there can be much instruction, 

encouragement and spiritual fellowship with other believers, when 

we read they have passed through the same trials as us, and have 

triumphed in Jesus. 

 

It is also profitable to consider those great spiritual conflicts since 

New Testament times, in which men and women gave their lives for 

the testimony of Jesus. There are many lessons in church history, 

especially concerning the Reformation, which provide a timely 

example, encouragement and warning to us today. Enemies of the 

gospel rejoice that members of churches and congregations know 

little or nothing of these things. Those in the churches, who neglect 

history and our Protestant heritage, do so at their peril. 

 

This looking back upon the way is based upon the pattern of 

scripture. The Bible gives numerous examples where the children of 

Israel were commanded to remember the way the Lord their God had 

led them. Moses said to Israel before they were to enter the promised 

land. "And thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God 

led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to 

prove thee, to know what was in thine heart." (Deuteronomy 8. 2) 

Likewise, Paul wrote to the Corinthians; "Now all these things 

happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our 

admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. Wherefore 

let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall." (1 

Corinthians 10. 11-12) 
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Therefore, the Bible sets forth the historical context of the Lord's 

dealings for our instruction, warning and encouragement. After 

recounting the faith of various Old Testament saints in the midst of 

trials, the apostle Paul wrote; "Wherefore seeing we also are 

compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 

every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run 

with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the 

author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before 

him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the 

right hand of the throne of God." (Hebrews 12. 1-2) May we be then 

enabled to give glory to Jesus, rejoicing in his glorious salvation. 

 

 

Immortal honours rest on Jesus' head; 

My God, my Portion, and my Living Bread; 

In him I live, upon him cast my care; 

He saves from death, destruction, and despair. 

 

He is my Refuge in each deep distress; 

The Lord my strength and glorious righteousness; 

Through floods and flames he leads me safely on, 

And daily makes his sovereign goodness known. 

 

My every need he richly will supply; 

Nor will his mercy ever let me die; 

In him there dwells a treasure all divine, 

And matchless grace has made that treasure mine. 

 

O that my soul could love and praise him more, 

His beauties trace, his majesty adore; 

Live near his heart, upon his bosom lean; 

Obey his voice, and all his will esteem. 

(Gadsby)
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CHAPTER 6 

 

THE HEAVENLY PROSPECT 

 

 

Let not your Heart be Troubled 

 

The heavenly prospect is a subject closely connected with that of 

assurance in Christ Jesus, which we have just considered in the 

previous chapter. This blessed prospect is an encouragement to the 

Christian to persevere in the midst of trials. A spiritual view by faith 

of the glorious end of the journey gives renewed strength to walk 

through difficulties and to face even death itself. 

 

With such a heavenly view in sight, the apostle Paul understood that 

"death is swallowed up in victory". Therefore, he could exclaim; "O 

death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy victory ? The sting 

of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to 

God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 

labour is not in vain in the Lord." (1 Corinthians 15. 54-58)  

 

Nevertheless, the Lord's people are often troubled about many 

things, and are cast down with doubts and fears. How precious it is 

then, when the Holy Spirit speaks the words of the Lord Jesus into 

the heart. "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe 

also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not 

so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go 

and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 

myself; that where I am, there ye may be also." (John 14. 1-3) 

 

The Lord Jesus kindly spoke these words to his disciples just before 
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his crucifixion. The Jews thought that the Messiah would be some 

earthly ruler and deliverer of Israel. Even the disciples could not 

understand the events that were about to unfold, until it was revealed 

unto them by the Holy Spirit. They did not as yet fully realise that the 

Lord's kingdom is not of this world, but that it is a heavenly kingdom 

(John 18. 36). 

 

Therefore, let us be warned by the words of the apostle Paul; "If in 

this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most 

miserable." (1 Corinthians 15. 19) It is a solemn error to have our 

hopes and desires tied up in the things of this life. May the Lord 

deliver us from the bonds of sin that tie us to the world, its cares and 

its attractions. Only his almighty power can do this. David wrote; 

"Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power." (Psalm 110. 3) 

May we earnestly seek grace and spiritual strength to walk in the 

Lord's exhortation; "look up, and lift up your heads; for your 

redemption draweth nigh." (Luke 21. 28) May we always remember 

that the Christian's hope is to rest on the eternal and heavenly 

blessings in Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 1. 3) 

 

 

The Heavenly Jerusalem 

 

It was the apostle John, exiled on the island of Patmos for the 

testimony of Jesus, who was given a vision of heaven. This was 

recorded for our instruction and comfort. "And I John saw the holy 

city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared 

as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of 

heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he 

will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself 

shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all 

tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 

sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the 

former things are passed away." (Revelation 21. 2-4) John was then 
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shown the glories of the heavenly city; but there was one great 

feature revealed to him. "And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord 

God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. And the city had no 

need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of 

God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof." (Revelation 21. 

22-23) 

 

John was then shown that only those who are written in the Lamb's 

book of life come therein; nothing that is in any way defiled by sin 

may enter (Revelation 21. 27). It is only the Lord's people who enjoy 

the "river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the 

throne of God and of the Lamb." (Revelation 22. 1) Furthermore, the 

redeemed of the Lord shall serve him, and they shall see him. We 

also read that "there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, 

neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they 

shall reign for ever and ever." (Revelation 22. 5) The great focus of 

the redeemed in heaven is not each other, nor the world that they 

have left behind, but it is the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb, the 

risen Lord Jesus. 

 

How different this is to worldly conceptions of heaven ! We shall not 

descend into describing the flesh-pleasing or sentimental views that 

men (even those professing to be ministers of the gospel) have 

proclaimed. These views generally centre around carrying into 

eternity all the worldly pleasures that sinners enjoy most. However 

refined and acceptable in man's sight our earthly pursuits are, the 

word of God is clear; "whatsoever is not of faith is sin." (Romans 14. 

23) Outside of Jesus Christ there is no prospect of heaven, only 

eternal punishment in hell. (Matthew 25. 31-46) 

 

The Lord's people will know a little of the sweetness of heavenly 

blessings here below. There will be times when the Lord draws near, 

and they are overwhelmed by the love of God, in which there is a 

special and sacred fellowship with Jesus. This may only last for a 
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very short while, but it is a glimpse and foretaste of that prepared for 

them in glory. Sadly, a Christian is never rid of the old man of sin in 

this life below, and soon falls a prey to sinful thoughts and deeds. 

Nevertheless, these foretastes of glory will make them earnestly 

desire and pray to be holy, to be delivered from sin, and to be with 

Christ which is far better. Nevertheless, they will be submissive to 

God's will and desire to wait his appointed time, desiring to serve the 

Lord to his honour and glory (Philippians 1. 21-26). 

 

With this heavenly prospect in view, the apostle Paul wrote; "For we 

know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we 

have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the 

heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon 

with our house which is from heaven: If so be that being clothed we 

shall not be found naked. For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, 

being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed 

upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life. Now he that hath 

wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto 

us the earnest of the Spirit." (2 Corinthians 5. 1-5) 

 

It is a precious favour, much to be sought after in prayer, to have the 

view by faith of the heavenly prospect given to the poet. 

 

 

Yes, I shall soon be landed 

    On yonder shores of bliss. 

There, with my powers expanded, 

   Shall dwell where Jesus is. 

 

Yes, I shall soon be seated, 

   With Jesus on his throne, 

My foes be all defeated, 

   And sacred peace made known. 
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With Father, Son, and Spirit, 

   I shall for ever reign, 

Sweet joy and peace inherit, 

   And every good obtain. 

 

I soon shall reach the harbour, 

   To which I speed my way, 

Shall cease from all my labour, 

    And there for ever stay. 

 

Sweet Spirit, guide me over 

   This life's tempestuous sea; 

Keep me, O holy Lover, 

   For I confide in thee. 

 

O that in Jordan's swelling 

   I may be helped to sing, 

And pass the river, telling 

   The triumphs of my King. 

(Gospel Magazine, 1804) 

 

 

Watch and be Sober 

 

The prospect of heaven is not one that is only reserved for a 

Christian's last days on earth. Although many Christians have 

experienced a special blessing as they are about to enter glory, a 

view by faith of heaven is necessary throughout a Christian's 

pathway. We know not what a day may bring, nor when the Lord will 

come (James 4. 13-15). Nevertheless, it is an especial comfort to 

those nearing the end of their earthly pilgrimage feeling great 

weakness, pain or temptation. 

 

The word of God speaks of the effect in a Christian's life of the 
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heavenly prospect. The apostle John wrote thus of its purifying 

influence. "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 

upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the 

world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. Beloved, now are we 

the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 

know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall 

see him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth 

himself, even as he is pure." (1 John 3. 1-3) 

 

The apostle Paul also wrote of the sobering effect of a knowledge 

that the Lord will one day return. "But of the times and the seasons, 

brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. For yourselves know 

perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 

For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction 

cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they 

shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day 

should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children of light, and 

the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. 

Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be 

sober." (1 Thessalonians 5. 1-6) 

 

How needful is this exhortation to watch and be sober ! Likewise, we 

read of the exhortation of Jesus to the disciples in the hour of trial; 

"Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation." (Matthew 26. 

41) A spiritual sobriety is a precious grace when possessed by a 

Christian. It is based soundly on the Lord Jesus Christ, who is 

revealed as the incarnate and the written Word. An external sobriety 

without a knowledge of Jesus is worthless and an abomination in 

God's sight. 

 

Likewise, we are to be warned about being carried away with 

speculations that are not founded upon the word of God. These 

betray a lack of spiritual sobriety, as they tend to controversies rather 

than a blessed assurance in Jesus. Many have erred (even godly 
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ministers) into speculations about when the end-times will come, or 

in what manner the world will end. Let us rather heed the words of 

the Lord Jesus; "But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not 

the angels of heaven, but my Father only." (Matthew 24. 36) 

 

 

 

Divine Fulness in Jesus 

 

We must now draw the book to a conclusion. However, the author 

feels that there is so much more that could be written about Jesus. It 

was so with the apostle John at the close of his Gospel. "And there 

are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should 

be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not 

contain the books that should be written." (John 21. 25) There is a 

divine fulness in Jesus which the human heart and mind can only get 

a taste of here below; but in heaven the Lord Jesus shall be known in 

all his glory by every true believer. "For now we see through a glass, 

darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I 

know even as also I am known." (1 Corinthians 13. 12) 

 

Nevertheless, the apostle John could say; "But these are written, that 

ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 

believing ye might have life through his name." (John 20. 31) It is 

with this burden that the author has ventured to write, praying that 

the Lord might be pleased to grant eternal blessings to the reader. 

Although this book has only touched upon the truths of the gospel, 

there is a fulness and depth in the Bible which even our whole lives 

will not exhaust. Jesus the eternal Word is there throughout the 

written word. May we seek spiritual understanding and discernment 

to perceive this. May we search the scriptures by faith, praying that 

the Holy Spirit would reveal unto us the Lord Jesus Christ in all his 

beauty and majesty. May we be given a loving desire for the 

conversion of souls, praying that the Lord may be pleased to use us 
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as poor instruments in the salvation of others, that the Lord's name be 

honoured and glorified. Moses the man of God expressed it thus. 

"Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto their 

children. And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us: and 

establish thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our 

hands establish thou it." (Psalm 90. 16-17) 

 

We close with the poetry composed on the last words of the Scottish 

minister Samuel Rutherford, who laboured in the village of Anwoth. 

They express the desire of every true minister of the gospel. 

Likewise, the Lord's people are led by the Holy Spirit out of self to 

view the Saviour by faith. When the love of God is powerfully 

known, they earnestly desire that others might also have the same 

blessed prospect of heaven. 

 

 

The sands of time are sinking, 

   The dawn of Heaven breaks, 

The summer morn I've sighed for, 

   The fair sweet morn awakes: 

Dark, dark hath been the midnight, 

   But dayspring is at hand, 

And glory - glory dwelleth 

   In Immanuel's land. 

 

The King there in His beauty, 

   Without a veil, is seen: 

It were a well-spent journey, 

   Though seven deaths lay between: 

The Lamb with His fair army, 

   Doth on Mount Zion stand; 

And glory - glory dwelleth 

   In Immanuel's land. 
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Oh ! Christ He is the fountain, 

   The deep sweet well of Love ! 

The streams on earth I've tasted, 

   More deep I'll drink above: 

There, to an ocean fulness, 

   His mercy doth expand, 

And glory - glory dwelleth 

   In Immanuel's land. 

 

Fair Anwoth by the Solway, 

   To me thou still art dear ! 

E'en from the verge of Heaven 

  I drop for thee a tear. 

Oh ! if one soul from Anwoth 

   Meet me at God's right hand, 

My Heaven will be two Heavens, 

   In Immanuel's land ! 

 

The bride eyes not her garment, 

   But her dear Bridegroom's face; 

I will not gaze at glory, 

   But on my King of Grace - 

Not at the crown He gifteth, 

   But on His piercèd hand: 

The Lamb is all the glory 

   Of Immanuel's land. 

(Mrs Cousin) 


