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July 2011:  Update 

Dear friends, 

 
It is by God’s grace that we are spared to write again. I have much to record of the Lord’s goodness and mercy, yet the 
needs and openings in Africa and India still increase. I will summarise some of the developments in the past few 
months, which show forth the Lord’s mercies. My recent visit to Zambia is covered by the report separately posted on 
the FGEA website. 
 
There is a great thirst for sound teaching and the Word of God, and a particular challenge is in supplying the great 
needs for Bibles, especially in the rural areas where people cannot read English. This is shown in an account of an 
FGEA(Zambia) visit early this year. I include below an extract, and the photo below was also taken during this visit; 
the photo was taken in a church “building”. 
 

“In answer to prayer, the Lord provided Bibles in Chinamwanga a local language which is spoken by the natives. 
They distributed 80 Chinamwanga and 34 English Bibles, second hand Gospel Standard magazines and Friendly 
Companion to the participants…in Nakonde district, the border town of Zambia and Tanzania. The FGEA mission to 
Nakonde was announced by the hosting church, which made church leaders from distant places to bravely cycle 
through thick forests and mountainous places to camp for two days waiting to receive a copy of the Bible in their own 
language “Chinamwanga,” which has been out of the tribe line for decades. 

 

One Pastor who is pastoring a church in a 
chiefdom bordering Zambia, Tanzania and 
Malawi for 26 years now said, he has been 
preaching and teaching the Word of God in 
Chinamwanga without a Chinamwanga bible. 
Upon receiving his copy, he broke down 
uncontrollably that lead other recipients to be 
emotional too. When interviewing him, he said, 
at his age of 54 years he has never seen or 
received this kind of a gift, “the Word of God in 
his own language, the Bible.” He came from a 
place which is over 90km away from Nakonde, 
deep in the remote parts of the country, on a 
bicycle. 

 

The recipients of the Bibles were very happy and excited for being in possession of the Bibles in their language. I saw 
the relief on their faces and gladness of their hearts because of what the Lord had done to these people. A number of 
them wept as they came forward to receive a copy of the Chinamwanga Bible.” 
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Such an account as this emphasises the great needs in other lands. This type of situation is typical of very many parts 

of Africa. If we are favoured to have Bibles in our own language in a faithful translation, then let us ask ourselves: 

how are we using that which has been given to us ? “Blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it.” (Luke 

11. 28) 

 

Summary of the Work of FGEA in Africa 

 

Again, despite our fears and unworthiness, I must record the Lord’s great goodness in supplying our need. Such that a 

number of substantial Bible orders and book printings have been possible.  

 

Zambia, Zimbabwe and Malawi: 

 

Bulk quantities of AV English Bibles have been purchased, and a range of local language Bibles have been purchased 

locally for free distribution. This is in addition to the grants of Bibles given by other charities (see below). 

Furthermore, 1200 copies of a new 24 page booklet that I have written entitled “Authority of God” have been printed 

locally in Zambia for distribution.  

 

1010 copies of “Jesus the Way” in Shona have now been printed in Bulawayo (Zimbabwe). Likewise, over 2000 

copies of “Love of God” in Chichewa have been printed in Blantyre (Malawi) for distribution in Malawi and Zambia. 

The translation and verification of “Jesus the Way” in Chichewa has also been completed, and the book is now at the 

printers in Blantyre. All of these Chichewa and Shona books can be downloaded from the FGEA website. The 

distribution of local language African books represents a very important step. Those who can not speak or read English 

are often the poorest of the people, and those who are in greatest need of help. 

 

In this part of Southern Africa, we are seeing many new 

openings, and seeking grace of God we have put in place 

local zone committees in Zambia to carry forward the 

work. This has also begun in Zimbabwe, and (God 

willing) it is hoped that it will be possible to form a 

branch in Malawi later this year. The photo was taken in 

Bulawayo at a meeting to co-ordinate the work of FGEA 

and free distribution in that part of Zimbabwe. The 

meeting was chaired by Pastor Maxwell Msindo (FGEA 

Co-ordinator in Zimbabwe) to agree initial arrangements 

and the photo on the right shows the recording of Bible 

distribution to those present. 

 

 

 

Eastern Congo: 

 

Further Kiswahili Bibles have been purchased and 

have been distributed, and Pastor Wakula (FGEA 

Co-ordinator) has sent the following photos from 

Bukavu. We are thankful that the work in 

translating FGEA documents into French has been 

completed and FGEA(Eastern Congo) has now 

been registered in Bukavu as “Association Libre 

Évangélique de Grâce”. There is a great need in 

this war-torn part of Africa for Bibles, books and 

assistance for orphans. Registration is a necessary 

step under local laws, but we have much need of 

additional funds to supply the many needs.  

 

We are also most grateful for grants from Chippenham Chapel Bible Aid Fund and the Bible Spreading Union for 

additional Bibles to Zambia and Malawi (following my visit to Zambia and the identified great needs there). Whilst 
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the arrival of this grant will (God willing) supply the immediate opening for English Bibles in Zambia, there is a great 

cry for local language Bibles in the rural areas, where most people cannot read English. It is much a matter of prayer 

that we might receive the funds necessary to make significant purchases of such Bibles for distribution, not only in 

Zambia, but also in India, Zimbabwe, Malawi and Congo. 

 

Summary of the Work of FGEA in India 

 

Monthly grants have continued to be sent to provide the 

basic needs of 46 orphans in the Orphanage which FGEA 

supports in Ponnur, India. An additional grant was sent to 

provide schooling equipment (e.g. book bags shown in the 

photos below) and new clothing for the orphans, which 

was needed for them to start the new School Year on 6 

June. We pray that the Lord will go before them and teach 

them by the Holy Spirit. A reprint of 2000 books (“Jesus 

the Way” and “Love of God”) in Telugu and the supply of  

Telugu Bibles and Telugu New Testaments have been 

possible. The photos below show Pastor SudhakarRao 

distributing some of the books. Another photo of Telugu 

Bible distribution is given at the top of this update. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The photo below shows the recent opening of a new 

church in India. These are the type of churches for 

which Bible distribution, instruction in the 

scriptures, and provision of Telugu literature is so 

needed. “The poor have the gospel preached to 

them.” (Matthew 11. 5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Over the last few months we have again 

seen the Lord’s faithfulness to provide and 

to bless the word. However, there is much to 

pray over, and in all things we must look to 

the Lord who is gracious and faithful to 

supply all our need. 

 

Once again, it is our earnest prayer that the 

Lord would be pleased to bless many souls 

with the light of the Gospel, and that the 

poor of Christ’s flock in other lands may be 

encouraged and built up in the most holy 

faith. 


