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July 2013:  Update 

Dear Friends, 
 
We continue to see the Lord’s good hand, both in provision of funds and grants for Bibles and literature, but also for 
the support for the orphans in India and Congo. There have been a number of times when the needs have been very 
pressing and our funds exceedingly stretched, yet “the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, 
according to the word of the Lord.” (1 Kings 17. 16) God is faithful to His word and promises. There is much detail 
and many photos that could be included in this update of the work of FGEA from January to June 2013, but I must 
present just a selection, beginning with the orphanage work which has been a significant commitment. 

 

Summary of the Work of FGEA with Orphans in Democratic Republic of Congo and India 
 
Through the generosity of a number of friends, work on construction of an orphanage building began in Fizi in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, which is situated in the mountains of Eastern Congo over-looking Lake Tanganika. 
This is an area that was badly affected by civil war and by extreme poverty. The work on the orphanage commenced 
in January (see photos below) through the hard work of many in Fizi. 

 
The photograph at the top of the page was taken in June and shows the building substantially complete and weather 
tight. A further grant has just been sent to complete the work and to start providing beds for the orphans. On-going 
support has been sent for the orphans’ schooling. As we are not just concerned about the bodily needs, but moreover 
the spiritual needs, we are seeking to distribute the Holy Scriptures in Fizi and other parts of Eastern Congo. 
 
In India, FGEA has continued the regular support for 48 
orphans at Ponnur in Andhra Pradesh. Photos and more 
details are covered by the report separately posted on the 
FGEA website on my visit to India in January 2013. Since 
my visit, the FGEA(India) co-ordinator has continued the 
distribution of the stock of Bibles and literature in the 
Telugu language. 
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Summary of the Bible and Literature Distribution 

 

The Lord has graciously made provision for the further purchase and despatch of many Bibles and other Christian 

literature in the period 1 January to 30 June 2013. This includes the first publication of approximately 2000 copies the 

booklet “Authority of God” in Burmese (Myanmar) and French (Eastern Congo) for free distribution.  

Bibles     1021 

Gospels      203 

Books       308 

Booklets    3882 

Scripture Calendars    375 

2
nd

 hand magazines/sermons 92 kg 

 

We are also very grateful for grants of over 1500 Bibles in 

English and Ndebele for the FGEA branch in Zimbabwe 

from Bible Spreading Union and the Trinitarian Bible 

Society. We continue to pray that the Lord would bless 

many souls through the Bibles and literature distributed, and 

that local churches may be edified and strengthened in the 

true faith. 
 

Reports from Africa on the Bible and Literature Distribution 
 
Co-ordinators and members of the FGEA branches in Southern Africa have organised a number of public meetings for 
teaching on the scriptures and the free distribution. Many small and poor rural churches have also been visited, in 
which Bibles and literature are given out. Extracts are given below of reports received concerning this labour of love 
in the Lord’s service. 
 

The FGEA (Zambia) Co-ordinator and Regional Director for Southern and Central Africa, Pastor Duwen Musaka, 

recounted a visit made in January; and this account could be repeated many times over in other parts of Southern 

Africa: 

“Last Saturday, 26
th
 January 2013, I travelled to Ngwerere 

near Lusaka to have a meeting on FGEA with pastors and 

elders. I carried 15 Bibles, 15 “Which Bible Version”, 17 

Gadby’s Catechism, 20 BSU sermon booklets and 18 Calendars 

to go give to those present. 22 pastors and other leaders came 

for the meeting. Before I finished talking about FGEA, some 

people started asking about Bible versions. I then switched on 

Bible versions and gave a brief address on The Necessity for a 

Faithful Translation of the Bible. This brought light to people in 

the meeting. One minister said, “This organization has brought 

light to us, why should we continue in darkness? We need what 

they have.”  
 

 
 

In April two conferences were also arranged by 

FGEA(Malawi) in Blantyre and Zomba. FGEA provided 

support for the costs of the meetings and associated travel 

by the co-ordinator, Pastor Elwyn Maliwa. Pastor 

Musaka travelled from Zambia to speak at these meetings 

after visiting the east of Zambia. The country of Malawi 

is very poor and so support is necessary for these 

meetings. The photograph on the left was taken at the 

FGEA meeting in Zomba, Malawi. 
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Whilst in Eastern Zambia, Pastor Musaka (FGEA co-ordinator in Zambia) visited a group of churches at Sinda. His 

report is a far cry from the UK in 2013, but more like a scene from the days of the Evangelical Revival in 18
th
 century. 

“There were many people who had come for this 

conference and especially in that one from a Bible 

distributing organisation was coming as guest 

speaker. What I had was nothing compared to the 

number of people who came and are need of Bibles 

and books. The pastor wanted at least each 

participant to receive something, but this could not 

work out as the people were too many. I never 

expected what I saw. On the Lord’s Day, over 900 

people had gathered to hear the word of God and to 

celebrate the Lord’s resurrection. Out of this, I could 

see very few people with Bibles. And some of those 

had torn Bibles, which is a common sight in Africa. 

People were so excited to see books with sound 

doctrine written in their local language (Chichewa). 

The literature mostly available in the villages is 

Jehovah’s Witness magazines, which is not sound.  

 

“This is but a fraction of the need for sound teaching, Bibles and literature in the rural areas. The need for Bibles 

is so great in rural Zambia, and what was taken to Sinda is just like a drop in the ocean. This gathering does not 

represent different churches in the area, only congregations from one church (Baptist Fellowship) from one zone 

met for Easter conference. There is need for the Word of God to be taught and distributed in such needy areas in 

this nation and Africa at large. Where Bibles, books and logistics are available, we are able to go out and teach 

people the word of God and warn about different versions of the Bible.”  

 

Since then, Pastor Elwyn Maliwa (FGEA co-ordinator in Malawi) has made a series of visits to different churches and 

ministers’ meetings in Malawi, some just small churches where the people are very poor, and distributed many 

hundreds of Bibles, books and booklets.  

The photo on the left was taken at Chikwawa where a 

number of ministers were gathered. The local chairman 

of the meeting said, "We appreciate for this gift from 

FGEA. Our life is in the word of God. Knowledge is not 

cheap, knowledge is hidden in books. What has 

happened is good, it will also encourage us to read. 

Hosea 4:6 [‘My people are destroyed for lack of 

knowledge’] tells us that ignorance kills, let us pastors 

take knowledge. This will change our mindset and in 

turn change Chikwawa. The fruit of FGEA is seen. May 

God bless FGEA.”   

 

In September 2012 I had preached at Chifira Baptist 

Church beside Lake Malawi, where we had seen a great 

lack of Bibles. This church was one that Pastor Maliwa 

re-visited (despite the great distance involved) in May 

to bring additional supplies of Bibles in English and 

local languages. One of the elders of the church said; "It is encouraging to note that FGEA has come to our rescue in 

that after making a request, we had forgotten that we made the request. We thank God for this gift and this will 

enhance the building of up of the spiritual life of the believers in this church." 

 

Pastor Maxwell Msindo (FGEA co-ordinator in Zimbabwe) with Evangelist Hungwe (who is leading the FGEA 

contacts in Mozambique) made a return visit in April to Chimoio in Mozambique and distributed Portuguese Bibles, 

books and TBS calendars. The extracts below from Pastor Msindo’s report give some indication of what is involved 

on a practical level in travelling and holding this meeting, which FGEA helped to fund.   
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“I drove from Bulawayo to Kwekwe [both in Zimbabwe] at 08-30hrs on 5 

April 2013 and got to there at 12-48hrs. This is a 226km journey but was 

delayed by road constructions. We hooked up with Evangelist Hungwe 

(Photo:  M Msindo (left), T Hungwe (right)), but unfortunately we had to 

wait for the Bibles from Harare that were sent by bus. The Bibles arrived at 

14-09hrs and we had to take off immediately for the 559km distance to 

Chimoio. We got to the border at 20-08hrs to find that the border with 

Mozambique had closed by 8 minutes. We had been wrongly informed that it 

closes at 22-00hrs. We put up in Mutare [on the Zimbabwean side of the 

border] at one of our pastors’ place.  

“We left Mutare at 06-20hrs and were in Chimoio by 08-25hrs. At the Mozambican border, we gave three 

Portuguese Bibles to two police officers and one customs official who asked for them when they were searching our 

car. We trust God will use the scriptures and apply it to their 

hearts. 

“The Seminar venue was Igreja Evangelica Assembleia de Deus 

(Evangelical Assembly of God Church) in village (Bairo) 5 in the 

Makodamo area of Chimoio. We had twenty one pastors and 

leaders in attendance. There was a problem in communication, as 

the brethren who were planning had no contact details for most 

of the brethren who attended the previous seminar in March 

2012. The organiser in the previous visit was not available due to 

work commitments. The seminar went well however. In the 

opening remarks, I gave to each of the brethren a Bible for use 

during the seminar. I pointed again to them the destructive 

interest of the devil in the Word of God (spoken or written). I re-

emphasized the need for a faithful Bible translation. 

“Evangelist Hungwe spoke on “Living according to the 

Word of God.” I built up on that to speak about “Living and 

Preaching the Truth.” The question and answer session was 

very lively. It showed that most of the brethren were happy 

with being part of FGEA and eager to fight defilement and 

adulteration of the scriptures.  

“We distributed the following literature in Portuguese: 91 

TBS Bibles, 100 ‘The Lord gave the Word’ (O Senhor deu a 

Palavra), 450 ‘Jesus the Way’ (Jesus o Caminho) and 200 

Golden Thoughts Calendars. Just before the distribution of 

literature we prayed and asked God for direction and way 

forward of FGEA in Chimoio and Mozambique.”  

 
 
 
In conclusion, your prayers would be particularly appreciated for the Lord’s preservation and abundant blessing upon 
the continued preaching and distribution of the word of truth. 
 

In Christ, 

 

Ian Sadler:  Chairman 

 


