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Dear Friends, 
 
Once again we have seen the Lord’s goodness in providing for the orphans and the great needs of scripture 
distribution, despite the challenges. Indeed “we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” Yet our glorious 
hope is that Christ has risen “far above all principality and power.” (Ephesians 6.12 and 1.21)  
 

Summary of the Work of FGEA with Orphans in Democratic Republic of Congo and India 
 
Back in January, we had hoped that by now the orphanage would be open. However, a number of issues arose that we 
had not foreseen (although in hindsight I must confess that they ought to have been). After having purchased the two 
large 10,000 litre rainwater collection tanks in Bukavu, which will provide a water supply for the orphanage, there was 
then a significant problem in obtaining transport to carry these on the 12 hour journey to the remote area of Fizi. Either 
the vehicle was not big enough or too much money was being demanded. Thankfully, after a delay of several weeks a 
suitable lorry was hired and the tanks were delivered and installed at the orphanage. 
 
A further problem was identified, when the local minister who is overseeing the work brought together the ladies from 
the church, who were to be employed as cooks. They pointed out that the building could not be used for cooking, as 
the only means of cooking was to light an open fire with sticks (Fizi has no water, sewerage nor electricity services; 
but it does have a mobile phone tower !). Furthermore, outdoor cooking could not be relied upon during the rainy 
season. It was established that a kitchen/store out-building was needed along with some simple latrines (i.e pit-toilets) 
before the orphanage could be opened. To me this felt like one step forward and two backward. Nevertheless, within a 
few days the Lord had provided a kind donor who offered to meet the cost of this out-building, such that a grant could 
be sent for the work to undertaken.  
 
Work has progressed well on the 
kitchen/store outbuilding and the 
toilets. The building work is almost 
completed. The photo on the right 
was taken in May and shows the 
roof already on the kitchen 
building. It had been hoped to open 
the orphanage and the children to 
enter at the end of June, but Pastor 
Wakula (FGEA coordinator) wrote 
in early June: 
“About the Orphans entering in the 
Orphanage, this morning I went to meet the Chief of Social Affairs and informing her about the entering date, but she 
said we should change the date, for at that date we said [28 June] it will be hard for her to be there, for this is the time 
of preparation for our Independence celebration. So she said that it is good to plan on July 26th, 2014, so this is now 
the date that we agreed together. She said that she must participate and see the children and the Orphanage.” 

Once the orphanage is open, we will then face a new set of challenges and needs, but we believe that God is faithful to 
provide. 

Young people receiving TBS Scripture Calendars in Zimbabwe 
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The regular support to the orphans at Ponnur in India has continued during the quarter. This has included an additional 
amount to help with school equipment (e.g. bags) for the new school year, which in India began in June. The photos 
below show the orphans, Pastor Sudhakar and his family and other helpers from his church. 

      

      

One of the large needs that are now before us is for further Bibles and literature. The demand in India for God’s word 
is great, yet the labourers are few. Orders for books and Bibles will have to be placed in October. 
 

Summary of the Bible and Literature Distribution 
 

The Lord has graciously made provision for the further purchase and 
distribution of a very large number of Bibles and other Christian literature in 
the period 1 January to 30 June 2014. This includes large print runs of books 
in English, French and Burmese for free distribution in Africa and Asia.  

Bibles     1061 
New Testaments/Gospels    122 
Books     4279 
Booklets    4682 
Scripture Calendars      15 
2

nd
 hand magazines/sermons  63 kg 

We are also very grateful for grants in English paid for in full by other 
organisations including the Bible Spreading Union and Trinitarian Bible 
Society (TBS); these amount to a further 770 Bibles (English) and 120 
TBS booklets, plus 11238 scripture calendars (mostly in French).   

 

Literature Translation Work  
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Over the last two years, we have seen increasing openings for distribution of literature in French, especially in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. One of our members has recently been working on translation of “Jesus the Way” into 
French, and this French edition is about to be printed in Bukavu, Eastern Congo. The translation has involved the 
following stages for each chapter: 

1. Running an automated computer translation, to give a rough initial version to work on. 
2. Detailed translation 
3. Review of the translation by myself 
4. Final check by the translator. 

I have to confess, that I once thought that translations should be straightforward. However, I now know otherwise ! 
Some of the issues we have had to face include: 

 Using the right theological and scriptural terminology in French. This is not easy, especially as there is no 
concordance for the David Martin Bible in print; yet remarkably I found an on-line searchable concordance from a 
secular organisation on the internet. 

 How to deal with English expressions such as “easy-believism”, which do not appear in an English-French 
dictionary.  

 Ensuring the correct sense is conveyed with the appropriate choice of words in the context. 

 Translation of poetry (e.g. hymns), given that French usually requires more syllables than English.  
 
The photo below shows me in Lubumbashi 
(DR Congo) with the stock of mainly French 
literature to distribute; the photo on the right 
is of the distribution of French TBS scripture 
calendars to children in the Nyarugusu 
Refugee Camp in Tanzania (many of the 
refugees are originally from Fizi, Dem Rep 
Congo). 

 
After our Trustee’s (James Salkeld’s) address on “Teaching the Word of 
God to the Young” was so well received in Zimbabwe last year, James 
has expanded this into a booklet. We are planning to print 500 booklets 
in both English and Chichewa in Malawi, for distribution in September.  
The FGEA co-ordinator, Pastor Elwyn Maliwa, has been translating 
James’ booklet into Chichewa. His translation has just been checked by 
the FGEA(Zimbabwe) deputy co-ordinator, Norman Kalilombe; 
Norman’s first language is also Chichewa. An extract of the draft 
Chichewa version of the booklet is given below. Chichewa is spoken not 
just in Malawi, but in large parts of Zambia and Mozambique. 

 
 

 



Update – July 2014 

4 

Bible and Literature Distribution in Malawi and Zimbabwe 
 
Pastor Elwyn Maliwa (FGEA coordinator in Malawi) organised a series 
of meetings and visits to churches at the end of January in northern 
Malawi; Pastor Maliwa is shown standing on the left of the photo. In total 
327 KJV Bibles and 107 booklets were distributed at these meetings. 
Often they were amongst poor brethren who had otherwise no opportunity 
or funds to obtain a Bible for themselves, and greatly appreciated the gift 
they received. A series of further meetings in other parts of Malawi is 
being planned later this year, and FGEA has sent grants for the purchase 
of 460 local language Bibles and a much large quantity of booklets in 
English and Chichewa.  
 
At Karoi in Zimbabwe, Pastor Norman Kalilombe runs a Bible instruction 
course supported by FGEA. Pastor Kalilombe wrote as follows (he is also 
an old friend of Pastor Maliwa): 

“I would to express my gratitude on my behalf and the FGEA team 
here for your support to us in the past year. We praise the Lord for you 
brethren for giving yourself to the success of our ministry in this part 
of the world. You have enabled us to minister to people that you will 
never see here on earth, but through His grace you will see and hear 
them giving God glory to God at the Throne of Grace. I am very aware 
that we managed to preach, teach and train people in different places around Hurungwe [Karoi district] and other 
parts of this nation through your generous gifts. You were committed to us that we are able to achieve the vision 
that God has laid on hearts. Thank you for your love and obedience to the Word of the Lord. It is my prayer that 
you will continue to be partners with us in this mission of reaching our nation with the Love of God. As we look 
ahead in the year we are excited as we will again witness men and women come together to study the Word of God. 
We have many invitations from many cities that are eager to study and receive the undiluted scriptures. It is our 
prayer that through His grace we will be able to minister to these brethren. The year has started very positive with 
good rains; we have been receiving good showers since the 31st December to this morning. May we continue to 
thank the Lord that these rains will lead us into having good harvest as we need grain in this nation? Once again 
thank you for having Zimbabwe particularly Karoi on your hearts.” 

 

Scripture Calendar Distribution  

We have seen the Lord providing most remarkably for the 
distribution of scripture portions in calendars. Trinitarian Bible 
Society (TBS) very kindly granted to us over ten thousand 
calendars from their excess stock in various languages, principally 
in French. The pictures below show distribution in Zimbabwe 
(left) and Eastern Congo (below).  

In conclusion, I would thank you for your practical and prayerful 
support. Amidst the many challenges and trials that we face, 
God’s word gives us encouragement and strength by the Holy 
Spirit. 

       
“But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain 

in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 15.57-58) 

In Christ,    

Ian Sadler:  Chairman 


