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              James and Duwen in Zomba 

 

We send greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. “Grace be to you and peace 

from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we 

may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the 

comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. For as 

the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also 

aboundeth by Christ.” 2 Corinthians 1:2-5  

 

I left home (Kabwe, Zambia) early morning on Saturday 6
th

 

September 2014 for Malawi. In Lusaka, I got into a Chipata 

bound coach and started off around 08-40hours local time. 

After travelling for about 50km, we had a breakdown. The 

photo on the left shows the bus and passengers waiting for 

another bus from Lusaka. After some hours, another bus came 

and we continued with our journey to Chipata. We arrived in 

Chipata (Zambia, but close to the Malawi border) around 20-

30hours and I was welcomed by Pastor Peter Phiri, a member of 

FGEA, and went to his home where I met with Mr Andrew 

Lungu, a deacon in Kabwe, who travelled with me to Malawi.  

 

After spending the Lord’s Day with Pastor Peter Phiri’s church, 

we left for Balaka on Monday morning. We arrived in the 

evening and Pastor Elwyn Maliwa (FGEA(Malawi) co-

ordinator) was there to welcome us. The following day we left 

for Blantyre to welcome James Salkeld (FGEA Trustee from 

UK). We had serious transport difficulties and we were badly 

delayed and could not get to the airport on time. This caused 

James to stand outside airport buildings waiting for the hosts in 

the face of strangers close to an hour. Such was not a good welcome for James, but we prayed for the Lord’s 

help in these matters. The photo here shows the team having 

lunch in Blantyre. 

 

The following day 10
th

 September, the Zomba conference 

started. After some introductions by Pastor Malawi, FGEA 

national Co-ordinator for Malawi, I then introduced James and 

called on him to begin teaching. The picture on the left shows 

James teaching and Elwyn interpreting. The audience was 

comprised of ministers and church leaders with their wives. He 

taught on the subject: Teaching the Word of God to the Young. 

The teaching was so educative and challenging. In most cases 

adults never thought young ones could benefit from the very 

Word they receive from their churches, saying they will discover for themselves when they grow up. He also 

taught on the subject of Faithfulness and Faith. Some very important issues were outlined which brought 



about conviction on many church leaders in the area of 

faithfulness. People started confessing to one another in the way 

they spent God’s time, and that they had been stealing from God. 

A lot of areas which seemed not to be sin were exposed to light of 

the Word. 

 

It was a three days conference and organised for ministers, leaders 

and their wives. Both James and I spoke on the ministry to young. 

I talked about their place in the family and the church. The subject 

of teaching the Word of God to the Young came as a surprise to 

many church leaders. These are matters overlooked by many 

church leaders today. A leader’s first church is his family. But the other way round is taught and practised. It 

was a wake-up call to the church. Many leaders had their priorities wrong, while others were living 

according to their cultural norms and not the Word. The Word of God had been made of none effect because 

of the traditions of men. This had made the church become weak and less effective. Wonderful testimonies 

started coming out of the people during break times of eyes being opened to the truth. One pastor shouted 

from the crowd, ‘teach us because elders failed us!’ the zone Co-ordinator wished such teaching could be 

recorded and after the conference people can still be listen to such type of teachings. 

 

We also spoke on the different Bible versions prevalent in the church today. Pastor E. Maliwa spoke on 

different Chichewa Bible versions. All these come from corrupted manuscripts. He also brought out a new 

version which was introduced to the participants which is claimed to be a translation of the English 

Authorised (King James) Version New Testament. Pastor Maliwa is currently analysing this edition for 

Trinitarian Bible Society. 

 

The conference ended on high note with participants walking away with Bibles and books. People went back 

to their homes with new family and ministry priorities based on 

the Word of God. The Lord blessed the meetings we had all these 

three days. Many discussions were provoked concerning the 

family set ups and there were testimonies to the gracious teaching 

of the Word of God. It was discovered that fathers care more for 

their nephews and nieces, than their own children. “This is a 

cultural thing and has perpetuated poverty”, one pastor declared. 

The photo on the left shows participants displaying what they had 

received at the end of the conference. Having finished our mission 

in Zomba, and participants rejoicing for the teaching of the Word 

of God, Bibles and books received; it was now time for us to 

move on to Balaka.  

 

Now, the car we had been using was declared unfit to take us to Balaka. An alternative vehicle had been 

arranged, but it was out of town. After some difficulties and delays another vehicle (a light truck) was found 

that got us to Balaka around 21-00hours; we were exhausted after the day’s labouring in the Word and from 

the rough ride in the truck. On the Lord’s Day we taught at the church where Pastor Maliwa is the senior 

minister in Balaka. 

 

Our last FGEA conference was in Mangochi, near Lake Malawi. On Monday morning the 15
th

 September, 

we left for Mangochi using the car organised for our travels. We found people waiting for us. The Southern 

zone Co-ordinator and national Treasurer for FGEA had gone ahead of us and before we travelled the news 

came to Pastor Maliwa that the number had exceeded the expected. The organising brethren were given 

room to register up to no more than 120.  

The conference started by singing some songs of praise to God and then a word of prayer. Pastor Elwyn 

Maliwa (national Co-ordinator) was called to the podium, who gave a brief introduction of Free Grace 

Evangelistic Association, since this was the first ever meeting in this place. After that, he introduced the 

officials present. I then introduced Mr. James Salkeld (FGEA UK Trustee) and called upon him to 



commence teaching. By the time he started ministering the hall was filled by ministers, elders, deacons, 

pastors other church leaders and their wives. He had two sessions to teach in this conference; one in the 

morning and the last one in the afternoon. This time James expanded upon the teaching in booklet, 

“Teaching the Word of God to the Young”, which had been specially printed in English and Chichewa for 

the visit. The Lord gave James especially help in teaching. 

     
There was one lady in the audience, dressed in Islamic attire 

and sat on the second row just behind James and next Andrew 

(see photo on right). She came to the conference because she 

is about to get married to a Christian and was contemplating 

whether to convert to Christianity or convert the man to Islam. 

During break time, Andrew talked to her, and at the end she 

testified that, she had never heard such wonderful words 

preached before and desired to follow Christ. She was pleased 

to receive the KJV Bible and books. The brethren encouraged 

her to read the Word and books she had just received. 

   

We continued with the teachings one after another on the ministry to the young. I spoke on the subject from 

the African perspective. It was the blending of two streams which really gave meaning and sense to the 

people. I spoke on how families are framed up in this part of the world. I touched those parts where the 

culture contradicts the Word of God. Our cultures cannot be above the Word of God, but the Word must be 

above everything. The emphasis was laid on the Word of God being central in a Christian home. For “the 

Word of Lord endureth for ever.” Many of the people were evidently moved by the teaching. During a short 

break, some key ministers quickly held a brief meeting and requested through their ministers’ fraternal 

chairman that I should return soon to teach in Mangochi. The matter was then brought to the national Co-

ordinator. There is a great hunger and thirst for the Word of God, and we are called upon to feed the flock of 

God.  

 

People were saying; “this is the teaching of the Word we need 

here”. We taught what the Lord gave us for them within the time 

limit we had. They considered it a drop of water from the finger 

tip to a desperate, thirsty soul. “We need what these men have 

here in Mangochi”, one woman told Andrew. She is originally 

from Zambia, but married to Malawian. Others were saying; 

“give us the membership forms we want to join this Association, 

because they have the right teaching.” 

 

Sometimes in our planning for some areas, we least expect what 

we experienced here in Mangochi. People came, of course 

knowing that they were going to receive a copy of the Bible and some books, but did not know the kind of 

teaching they were going to receive. It is not strange for people coming to the conference with mixed 

feelings. This is because of the kind of false teachings and prophecies circulating the church fraternity: 

things which FGEA is challenging from the Word of God. And so they came, but found something different 

to what they are used to hear in such meetings. As a result they opened up their hearts to receive the Word 

set forth by us: not a ‘western gospel’ nor an ‘African gospel’, but the Gospel of Jesus Christ and Him 

crucified. 

 

We thank God for the union between the ministers and the audience. The Lord gave us such grace and 

fervour to minister to the hungry and thirst souls of men and women of God. At the end of the conference 

we had 122 participants who received the Bibles and books. In all our conferences we gave out AV Bibles, 

the best available Chichewa Bibles, “Which Bible Version”, “The Lord Gave the Word”, “The Authority of 

God” (English and Chichewa), “Why the King James Bible” and “Teaching the Word of God to the Young” 

(English and Chichewa). The photos below show participants lifting their Bibles and books just received, 

and James giving a Bible and books to one the senior ministers. 

 



           

After the conference program was over, we drove to view Lake Malawi, to refresh ourselves in a relaxed 

atmosphere. The lake is just a few kilometres from the town of Mangochi. It was a good time of reflecting 

on the creation and just what James had been talking about in relation to what children need to learn in 

Sunday School and at home. This was good for us to see the lake, snails on the shore and birds around 

including dead fish. The previous Saturday, we had been to a national park where we saw some animals. As 

ministers, this meant being practical; knowing exactly what we are talking about, not just from the books. 

For it was not just sight-seeing but looking at the creation stories in 

reality. It was a good experience for the rest of team members. The 

two photos below show Lake Malawi and an elephant in the park. 

 

We got back to our car 

as it was getting late for 

us to reach Balaka and 

allow James to rest and 

prepare himself for a flight back home the following day. The sun 

went down while we were still in Mangochi. After driving for 

some kilometres, the car lights went off while the car was in 

motion. It was a blackout and the driver immediately stopped. 

Smoke was coming out from the engine, something was seriously 

burning. We jumped out of the car to see what it was, opened the 

bonnet and the battery was covered in smoke. Emergency work 

was done to save the car from burning. After 30 minutes we were back on the road. We thank God for 

saving our lives and the car that night. From that point we drove cautiously and arrived safely. 

 

After our return from Mangochi conference, James and I had a meeting to review the Malawi September 

mission, since the following morning James was scheduled to fly back to England. We appreciated one 

another for the warm and brotherly care and for the ministry of the Word during the mission. I personally 

was blessed and count it worth being part of the team teaching alongside one another, addressing the need 

for the young generation to be given the Word of God. However, we saw that there is a need to put in place 

some more deliberate policies concerning all FGEA missions in the future to learn lessons from some of the 

difficulties encountered. After further travel difficulties on Tuesday morning, the 16
th

 September, we arrived 

safely at Blantyre Airport. Finally, James said, farewell, brethren! 

 

We thank God for Pastor Elwyn Maliwa (FGEA national Co-ordinator) and the FGEA (Malawi) team for 

their hospitality and work they did in making all the necessary arrangements for the mission to be a success. 

We also give thanks for many prayers and support without which this work was not going to be fruitful. 

However, we give all the glory to God Almighty for all the accomplishments, for protecting our lives and for 

the journeying mercies. 

 
In Christ, 

 

Duwen Musaka  


