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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Judgment must begin at the House of God 

In the Old Testament during the time of the Judges, we read; “In those days 

there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his own 

eyes.” (Judges 17. 6) Truly we see this fulfilled today, not only in the home 

and in the nation, but also in the churches. One might ask though: “Have not 

the churches and Christians received in these New Testament days the 

revelation of Jesus Christ, who is King of Kings and Lord of Lords ?” Yes, 

this is true; but how has this blessed revelation been received ? In the head or 

in the heart ? In the flesh, or by the Holy Spirit ? Is God honoured in the lip, 

or in sincerity from the heart ? The evil fruits in our day, and the disregard 

for the authority of God even in the very professed church of God, surely 

testifies that many know not God in spirit and in truth; or if they do, have 

fallen into a back-sliding condition.  

One may ask; “What about the disregard of the authority of God and the 

blasphemy of his holy name in the nation by the ungodly ?” Yes, and we will 

come to this in due course. But why was the name of the Lord blasphemed 

amongst the heathen ? Was it not because of the hypocrisy of those who 

professed the name of the Lord, who boasted of their religion and descent 

from Abraham ? (Romans 2. 17-24) The apostle Peter wrote: “Judgment 

must begin at the house of God” (1 Peter 4. 17); and so must we in this book. 

So how is the authority of God disregarded by many professed Christians ? 

We answer, by their disobedience to the Word of God. Why ? Because the 

love of many has grown cold. (Matthew 24. 12) There is a vital need of a 

spiritual love to God that flows from the glorious love of Christ to sinners 

shown in His life and in His death upon the cross, and which is revealed to us 

by the Holy Spirit. This is the foundation and the power of gospel obedience; 

“If ye love Me, keep My commandments” (John 14. 15); and “We love Him, 

because He first loved us.” (1 John 4. 19)  

Alas, many today are more concerned about obedience to today’s fashions, 

denominational norms and traditions; a form of godliness that allows many 

worldly pleasures to be indulged, much money to be accumulated on earth to 

enhance our comfortable lives. But does not our conscience smite us ? Have 
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we no ears to hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches ? Did not the Lord 

Jesus Christ say, “If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and 

take up his cross daily, and follow Me.” (Luke 9. 23) Do we not tremble at 

the parable of the sower, where the Lord warned about the seed that fell 

amongst thorns ? “These are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear 

the word, And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the 

lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.” 

(Mark 4. 18-19) Are we so hardened in today’s comfortable religion that we 

are living lives of rebellion against God, yet still coveting the appearance of a 

sound profession of Christianity ? It is most needful that we seek the mercy 

of God in true faith and repentance. 

 

What is meant by “Authority” ? 

Before entering more fully into our subject, we must first define what is 

meant by “authority”. It is defined in a dictionary as “the power or right to 

enforce obedience” (Concise Oxford Dictionary, 8
th

 Edition). Whilst the 

word “authority” appears in the Bible, the original word is also translated 

many times as “power”, and in other places as “strength”, “jurisdiction” and 

“right”. Let us then briefly consider a few examples. 

Christ taught “as one that had authority” (Mark 1. 22), and “with authority 

commandeth He even the unclean spirits, and they do obey Him.” (Mark 1. 

27) However, the same original Greek word “exousia” that is translated 

“authority” in Mark 1, is also translated “power” in Mark 2. 10 in respect of 

the forgiveness of sins; “the Son of man hath power [exousia] on earth to 

forgive sins.” These texts are a proof of the divinity of Christ, who was “God 

... manifest in the flesh”. (1 Timothy 3. 16) Thus we see that when we 

consider the authority of God, we must also consider His power, strength, 

right and jurisdiction over all things earthly and heavenly, material and 

spiritual, whether for time or eternity. God is quite unlike those in positions 

of human authority, who, being only sinful men or women, have a limited 

power and jurisdiction (as ordained and permitted by God). However, the 

power of God is infinite, and the authority of God is absolute; nothing 

escapes His jurisdiction. Even the great King Nebuchanezzar was brought to 

confess concerning God; “I ... lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine 

understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised 

and honoured Him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting 

dominion, and His kingdom is from generation to generation: And all the 

inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and He doeth according to His 
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will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none 

can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What doest Thou ?” (Daniel 4. 34 – 35) 

The risen Lord Jesus Christ declared to the disciples: “All power [exousia] is 

given unto Me in heaven and in earth.” (Matthew 28. 18) Thus we see that 

power and authority are synonymous and are perfected in Christ Jesus. If we 

rightly understood the power and authority of a triune God, we would not 

trifle with religion and a profession of the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Poor hell-deserving sinners, who are taught by God the Holy Spirit to cry for 

mercy, are drawn by such a glorious power and authority. It is their anchor 

and hope in salvation that all power and authority rests with Jesus, who loved 

them and shed His precious blood for them. He has the power and authority 

to forgive their sins. He needs only to speak the word, and they are made 

perfectly whole. He has promised; “Ask, and it shall be given you.” 

(Matthew 7. 7) 
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CHAPTER 2 

AUTHORITY OF GOD AS CREATOR 

 

In the Beginning God 

The opening chapters of the Bible are a foundation upon which the scriptures 

are built. The modern trend is to regard these as a myth or allegory, rather 

than literal truth. Although the truth of God’s creation and His authority as 

Creator “is manifest in them; for God hath showed it unto them” (Romans 1. 

19), yet sinful man is in open rebellion. The denial of the inerrancy and literal 

truth of the whole book of Genesis strikes at the heart of the doctrine of the 

authority of God, and the principle of the sovereignty of God. Alas, many 

professed believers and churches have been shaken by the claims of 

evolution. Some have tried to accommodate evolution and the Bible, seeking 

to reconcile the irreconcilable. Others have spent much labour in examining 

all the scientific observations that are consistent with creation.  

Whilst it is undoubtedly helpful to know the arguments set forth by believing 

scientists against the absurdities and speculations of the Theory of Evolution, 

we need more than even the best of Christians can give; we need God given 

faith. (Ephesians 2. 8) Without this we shall never rightly believe and 

understand the authority of God as Creator. “Through faith we understand 

that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are 

seen were not made of things which do appear. ... But without faith it is 

impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, 

and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11. 3, 

6)  “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” (Romans 10. 

17) We are completely dependent upon God to speak the word of power into 

our hearts. Until He speaks, we are in darkness. It should be our prayer and 

desire that God would speak as He did on the day of creation. “And God said, 

Let there be light: and there was light.” (Genesis 1. 3)   

Yet we have recorded in the inspired Word of God that the disciples came to 

Jesus and asked for an increase of faith. (Luke 17. 5) We also read of one 

who cried out in distress; “Lord, I believe; help Thou mine unbelief.” (Mark 

9. 24) And the Lord did hear the cry of the needy. Therefore, as Jesus Christ 

is “the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever” (Hebrews 13. 8), let us also 

come to God in submission to His sovereign will, in repentance, pleading in 

the name of Jesus for the precious gift of faith be given unto us by the Holy 
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Spirit. If we seek in heartfelt submission and repentance, then there is true 

evidence that we acknowledge the authority of God. However, if we should 

come before the Lord proudly or without reverence, or place demands upon 

the Lord as if we deserved something, then we deny the authority of God as 

our sovereign Creator. The Word of God is very plain about who the Lord 

looks upon in mercy. “Thus saith the Lord, The heaven is My throne, and the 

earth is My footstool: where is the house that ye build unto Me ? and where 

is the place of My rest ? For all those things hath Mine hand made, and all 

those things have been, saith the Lord: but to this man will I look, even to 

him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at My word.” (Isaiah 

66. 1-2) 

The book of Genesis begins with the account of creation, which intimately 

involved each Person in the Trinity. "In the beginning God created the 

heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void; and 

darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon 

the face of the waters." (Genesis 1. 1-2) Then we read for each creative act of 

God, "and God said;" this speaks of the Word, the Son of God. Paul says of 

the Son; "Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every 

creature: For by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are 

in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 

principalities, or powers: all things were created by Him, and for Him: And 

He is before all things, and by Him all things consist." (Colossians 1. 15-17) 

Indeed, the authority of the Word of God is set forth from the very beginning 

of the scriptures, and it is a foundation truth from Genesis to Revelation. 

The Lord not only created the world, but also the sun, the moon and the stars. 

"And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide 

the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for 

days, and years: And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to 

give light upon the earth: and it was so. And God made two great lights; the 

greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the 

stars also." (Genesis 1. 14-16) These are all the work of a triune God, who 

has authority over the sun, moon and stars.  

The world was created perfect. Adam and Eve were created sinless, in 

complete harmony with God their Creator. Then God declares by His word 

the authority or dominion of man over God’s other living creatures. “And 

God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and 

replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, 

and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the 
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earth.” (Genesis 1. 28) Here in the opening chapter of scripture we have the 

principle set forth that whatever authority man may exercise in union with his 

Creator, it must be entirely founded on the Word of God. May we never 

forget this in the church of Christ. If we seek to exercise authority contrary to 

the Word of God, it will not prosper in God’s sight, even if it appears to 

prosper for a time in our own sight. 

 

Rebellion against God’s Authority 

The opening chapters of Genesis also declare the hatred and opposition of 

Satan to the authority of God. Whereas the first words spoken by God in 

Genesis are concerning the giving of light, Satan’s first words to Eve are 

“Yea, hath God said ?” (Genesis 3. 1)  From the very beginning Satan 

challenges God’s authority and tempts man to rebel against God’s word to 

lead them into spiritual darkness. Casting doubt upon the Word of God lies at 

the root of rebellion against God. The temptation is that much will be gained 

by eating of the forbidden fruit: "ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil." 

(Genesis 3. 5) Satan is still tempting men, women and children today, 

questioning the Word of God; “Is the Bible really applicable to all that we do 

in today’s modern world ? Surely there is a better way to get along ? Times 

have changed, and you do not want to be branded as old fashioned by 

following God’s word so strictly ? So long as we do things with the best of 

intentions, God will not mind.” Let us seek grace of God to answer Satan, 

following and depending upon the Lord Jesus Christ. He answered Satan, “It 

is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 

proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” (Matthew 4. 4) We will not live by 

some of God’s words and some of Satan’s. “No man can serve two masters.” 

(Matthew 6. 24)  

Let us remember the penalty against Adam and Eve on account of their sinful 

rebellion against God and His authority. After they had partaken of the 

forbidden fruit, their eyes were opened. They knew that they were naked and 

made themselves aprons from fig leaves. This covering which they had made 

was a covering too short; it could not cover their sin in God's sight. Adam 

and Eve were afraid at God's presence and hid. They were driven from 

paradise and they and the ground were cursed on account of their rebellion 

against God. Yet the Lord had mercy upon them, giving the precious promise 

of the Messiah, the seed of the woman. (Genesis 3. 15) Moreover, the Lord 

clothed them: “Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats 

of skins, and clothed them.” (Genesis 3. 21) Blood was shed to clothe Adam 
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and Eve, which represents in type the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, Jesus is our only hope, as we are all by nature sons and daughters 

of Adam and vile sinners before God. Jesus Christ perfectly obeyed God the 

Father and wrought out a righteousness to cover naked sinners, that by the 

Holy Spirit they might be brought to repentance and constrained by love to 

come to God, believing upon and pleading the precious name of Jesus.  

Evolutionary teaching about the origin of the earth, life and mankind is a 

direct challenge to the authority of God. It strikes at the very opening 

passages of scripture, saying to multitudes, “hath God said ?” We must not 

compromise on such an issue. It seeks to undermine the distinction God made 

between male and female, between mankind and animals. In these opening 

chapters of the Bible, God placed the husband to rule over his wife in love. 

(Genesis 3. 16, Ephesians 5. 22-29) We also read; “The Lord God formed 

man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; 

and man became a living soul.” (Genesis 2. 7) Therefore, every man, woman 

and child is distinct from the animals in having a never-dying soul. Whilst we 

may think we can escape God’s authority in this life, we shall certainly know 

His authority in eternity, when our bodies die and our soul must appear to 

give an account of our lives before a holy God. 

Serving the Creature or the Creator 

We must also warn about the danger of serving the creature more than the 

Creator. (Romans 1. 25) This is rampant today in various forms, not just in 

the world, but it is feared this exists amongst professed Christians even of the 

strictest sort. This can be seen in materialism. We must ask; is there a 

constant seeking after the riches and luxuries of this world, and a refusal to 

sacrifice this world’s comforts for the cause of Christ, yet seeking to justify 

our supposed spirituality like the Pharisees ? Let us always remember that 

God sees through a cloak of religion. Adam and Eve tried to hide from God 

what they had done; so did Ananias and Sapphira. (Acts 5. 1-11) Are we so 

hardened against the authority of God to think we can deceive God, where 

others have failed ? 

The worship and honour of the creation above the Creator is not only seen in 

the pagan worship of the New Age Movement but also in many strands of 

environmentalism. Again we must warn Christians against the dangers of 

dabbling in these things, thinking that we can play with fire and not be burnt. 

There are many fashionable views today concerning the environment, diets, 

modes of food production and medicines. It is common to find professed 

Christians putting forward the view that everything natural is good and that 
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which is man-made is bad. Firstly, we must warn that this is contrary to 

God’s word. As we mentioned before, the book of Genesis is clear that it is 

not only man that is cursed, but also the ground and that which it brings forth. 

(Genesis 3. 16-19) The whole earth is ruined by man’s sin on account of his 

disobedience to God’s word.  Secondly, many of today’s fashionable trends 

have their roots in the occult and paganism; so how can we expect God’s 

favour unless we are separate from them ? (2 Corinthians 6. 14-18) We do 

well to examine ourselves carefully in these things, so that our lives are 

founded upon God’s word and are to God’s honour and glory. Therefore, let 

us not make our religion a call for a return to nature. Rather may we seek 

grace to return unto God according to His Word, both written and incarnate, 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Especially in the book of Genesis, it is revealed that God is the Creator and 

has authority over all that takes place in His creation. However, in this fallen 

world our fallen nature does not see this. Whilst we might understand in the 

head what the Bible teaches, our fallen hearts are filled with hatred and 

rebellion at such doctrine. Unless we are born again by God the Holy Spirit, 

we cannot receive the truth of God’s sovereignty and authority.  

 

All Things Work together for Good to Them that Love God 

It is by God-given faith that a believer sees the almighty hand of God in all 

their life and circumstances. To the natural eye we only see the fruit of sin 

and man’s rebellion in the wickedness, violence, lust and greed prevailing in 

the world. However, by faith “we know that all things work together for good 

to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.” 

(Romans 8. 28) Even in tribulation, affliction or persecution we see by faith 

that a far greater purpose is being fulfilled by God, which will end in our 

eternal comfort and communion with God in Christ Jesus. May we then 

submit to God’s gracious hand and as His subjects bow to His divine 

authority, remembering “His great love wherewith He loved us.” (Ephesians 

2. 4) May we also see that whilst Satan seeks to exercise authority, Satan can 

go no further than what is permitted by God. This truth is revealed in the 

opening chapters of the book of Job. May we then be comforted in the midst 

of affliction that, like Job, these fiery trials are in God’s hand to teach us to 

abhor ourselves in repentance and to give God the honour and the glory. 

Then we read, “So the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his 

beginning.” (Job 42. 12)  



Chapter 3               Authority of the Word of God 

9 
 

CHAPTER 3 

AUTHORITY OF THE WORD OF GOD 

 

The Holy Law of God 

From the very beginning of creation we read of the power of the Word of 

God, as we noted in the previous chapter. For every creative act the Bible 

records “and God said”, thereby revealing the power and authority of the 

Word. The first temptation of Satan was to cast doubt upon the Word of God; 

the serpent said to Eve, “hath God said ?” The sin and fall of mankind in the 

Garden of Eden was on account of disobedience to God’s command. The 

scriptures record that there was a fearful consequence on account of man’s 

disobedience. If the Lord’s righteous anger was revealed to Adam and Eve, 

how can we think that we shall escape the authority of the Word of God ? 

The law of God, given to mankind in the written Word of God through His 

prophet Moses, is the absolute standard of what is right and what is wrong. 

We have the definition, “sin is the transgression of the law.” (1 John 3. 4) 

Whilst we may make excuses in man’s sight and may challenge inwardly or 

outwardly God’s righteous judgements; yet in God’s sight there can be no 

questioning of that law, as it is of divine authority. The Word of God must 

stand; sin is transgression of the law, and is deserving of eternal death. 

When the Israelites at Mount Sinai were given the law of God, they quickly 

turned away to abominable idolatry. Moses had scarcely received the tables 

of the law, when the Israelites were dancing before the golden calf. (Exodus 

32) They had the plainest evidences of God’s power and might before them, 

but still the carnal heart of sinful man was at enmity with God. Their hearts 

hated the hard and trying pathway, and they wanted to seek out some other 

easier way; and our hearts are no different. The heart of natural man has not 

got any better since the Adam fall, nor has it improved since the golden calf 

at Mount Sinai. “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 

wicked: who can know it ?” (Jeremiah 17. 9) 

We live in a day of relative morality. The Biblical standard of what is right 

and wrong is cast aside, many rejoicing that they have broken the yoke of 

outdated and unfashionable religion. It has been replaced by the moveable 

standard of whatever is accepted by the majority. Thus, what was wrong 

today might be right tomorrow, provided that enough people change their 
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opinion. However, “the word of the Lord endureth for ever.” (1 Peter 1. 25) 

The agreement of sinful men against God’s word, cannot make it void. 

The profane world shows hatred against God’s authority by open rebellion 

and disregard of the Word of God; but what of those who profess to be 

Christians ? In the churches there is a more subtle, yet more serious, rebellion 

against the authority of the Word of God. Some are guided by the fashions of 

today, others by the traditions of the past. A church and a ministry may be 

chosen because it is popular and well attended, rather than “choosing to 

suffer affliction with the people of God.” (Hebrews 11. 25)  There is little 

searching of the scriptures, little zeal for the truth of God, no sense of the 

glory of God and no desire to appear different to other worldly-minded 

members of the congregation.  

This rebellion may also manifest itself in tenaciously clinging to tradition, 

whether family or denominational. Any calling or command in the Bible that 

might put them outside the norm is avoided, even though it is the plain Word 

of God. Supposedly spiritual reasons might be put forward, such as “we must 

wait on the Lord” or “I am not led of the Spirit in this”; and in the meantime 

worldly comforts are quietly enjoyed so far as the form of religion allows. In 

reality, this is plain and wilful disobedience of God’s authority.  

In respect of those who are truly seeking to follow the Lord, let us note the 

case of J C Philpot when exercised about leaving the Church of England on 

account of its unscriptural practices. Although he was earnestly calling upon 

the Lord to deliver him and lead him, Philpot later confessed: “I expected 

some miraculous interposition - to hear some voice, to have some wonderful 

leading; and in waiting for that, I was waiting for what the Lord never meant 

to bestow.” He had to be brought to the simple obedience to God’s word and 

the power of its conviction in his conscience. Philpot then forsook these 

erroneous connections and followed Christ in faith and love, walking in the 

true spirit of gospel obedience. 

 

The Power of the Gospel 

Just as the Word of God declares the absolute standard of right and wrong, so 

it declares the way of salvation through Jesus Christ with the same divine 

authority. The scriptures set forth His divinity, His sacred humanity, His 

perfect obedience to the holy law of God and death as the Lamb of God, 
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offering a perfect sacrifice for sins of the true Church of God upon the cross; 

and then rising again from the dead that we might have eternal life in Him. 

It is only the truth in Christ Jesus, the eternal Word of God, that frees sinners 

condemned under the law of God (including religious sinners) from the 

bondage of sin, death and hell. The Lord said, “If ye continue in My word, 

then are ye My disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth 

shall make you free.” (John 8. 31-32)  It is the blessed work of God the Holy 

Spirit to guide into all truth. (John 16. 13) Thus we should be much in prayer 

that the Spirit would lead us, draw us and give us strength to venture on the 

Word of God. He will never fail a poor sinner that ventures forth at His 

command. We need the Holy Spirit’s deliverance from the evil spirit that 

whispers that “the majority must be right”, and its kindred demon that says 

“you must keep up our traditions.” Rather we should say, “Let God be true, 

but every man a liar.” (Romans 3. 4) Let us pray to be filled with zeal for 

God’s word, His truth, His glory and be gladly submissive to His authority. 

The Word of God declares with authority the pattern for the Church and the 

life of every believer. However, this is not with a legal power. The power is 

through the blessed work of the Holy Spirit. “Then will I sprinkle clean water 

upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your 

idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit 

will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, 

and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put My spirit within you, and 

cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep My judgments, and do 

them.” (Ezekiel 36. 25-27)  

Thus, the authority and power of the Word of God upon the believer is by the 

sweet influence of the Spirit revealing the dying love of Christ. So often in 

the epistles, the inspired writer brings us to “consider Him” (Hebrews 12. 3), 

to “let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2. 5), 

bringing to our remembrance the love of God manifested in Christ Jesus. It is 

through the resurrection power of Christ that we live and serve God in 

newness of life, with fruits to the honour and glory of God flowing through 

spiritual union to Christ (John 15). “For the love of Christ constraineth us.” 

(2 Corinthians 5. 14) 
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Preach the Word 

We have spoken of the congregation, but what of the minister ? Where is he 

seeking guidance and teaching ? Is it from the television, or from a video of 

someone else preaching ? Or just taking his material from theological 

writings ? Is the minister just seeking to copy others who seem successful 

and enjoy the praise of men ? However, the apostle Paul declared, “if I yet 

pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.” (Galatians 1. 10)  

The minister of the gospel must declare “all the counsel of God.” (Acts 20. 

27) The counsel of God is revealed to man in the inspired (God-breathed) 

Word of God that is given unto us in the Holy Bible; every word is divinely 

inspired and of authority. (2 Timothy 3. 14-17) It is through the written Word 

that we have a complete revelation of God, His judgements and His way of 

salvation in Christ Jesus. Therefore, Paul exhorted Timothy, “Preach the 

word”; and “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 

needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 4. 

2 and 2. 15) This preaching of the Word of God must never be in the form of 

dry doctrine, nor intellectual learning, but must be the faithful declaration of 

the Word of God with the anointing of the Holy Spirit. “For our gospel came 

not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in 

much assurance.” (1 Thessalonians 1. 5) 

The minister of the gospel must bear witness to the things which he 

personally knows as a man under divine authority. The apostle John declared 

by inspiration of God: “That which was from the beginning, which we have 

heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and 

our hands have handled, of the Word of life; (For the life was manifested, 

and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, 

which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) That which we have 

seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with 

us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus 

Christ.” (1 John 1. 1-3) Otherwise, there will be no spiritual authority in the 

ministry. Men may try what they please to entice or bully, to influence or 

impress, to deceive or flatter; but a minister who uses fleshly means to exert 

authority over the people or to increase his church (however successful he 

may appear to be in eyes of men) is in rebellion against the authority of the 

Word of God. 
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Hold Fast to the Faithful Word of Truth 

One of Satan’s masterpieces in recent generations has been to put forward 

corrupt translations of the Word of God. These variously appeal to the fallen 

desire for novelties and for fashionable versions of the Bible. Often the 

motives for their production lie in the publishers’ desire to make large profits 

from naive Christians, or from erroneous or heretical theologians seeking to 

impose their beliefs upon the churches. Otherwise, some versions arise from 

the misguided view that spiritual truths can be taught by simplifying the 

language given by inspiration of God. Many sincere and indeed genuine 

believers are misled by the claims that certain ancient manuscripts (long 

rejected by the churches down the ages as unreliable) should now be used in 

re-constructing the scriptures and thus used in the churches. 

A visit to a typical Christian bookshop will find a wide range of different 

versions of the Bible all claiming to be the Word of God, yet in so many 

places they do not agree with each other. Many of these are lying witnesses 

that sow confusion amongst the churches and unsettle believers as to what 

exactly is the Word of God. The author of such confusion is not God, but 

Satan who ever since Eden has sought to whisper, “hath God said ?” The end 

result is the situation we witness today, where the reader is left to choose 

which version they like best, rather than humbly falling under the authority 

and power of the Word of God. These modern perversions have undermined 

the authority of the Word in the hearts and lives of so many professed 

Christians. 

It would be going well beyond the scope of this little book to engage in a 

detailed discussion of Bible versions. However, in the English language the 

Authorised King James Version of 1611 is the most faithful translation of the 

divinely preserved original text of the Word of God, translated by faithful, 

learned and spiritual men; and thus in English it is received as the written 

Word of God. It is vital for the spiritual welfare of the churches that the 

uncorrupted Word of God is used, publically read and preached. 

However, let us beware lest we use a faithful version of the Word of God, yet 

are unfaithful in the manner in which we use the scriptures ourselves. Are we 

interpreting the scriptures according to our own traditions ? Then we are 

confessing that the Word of God is subservient to our traditions and are in 

fellowship with the Pharisees, not the Son of God. Whenever we do not 

understand the scriptures, let us follow the divine principle that scripture 

interprets scripture. As God the Holy Spirit has inspired the written Word of 

God, shall not the Spirit reveal the truth unto humble believers that ask for 
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light and guidance in prayer ? (Luke 11. 13) Let us pray that God the Holy 

Spirit would open our hearts to receive the Word and give us strength to walk 

in it. There is much need in the churches today of earnest personal prayer, 

reading and searching of the Word.  

Despite all the attacks upon the authority of the Word of God, the promises 

of God are sure. “Thus saith the Lord, The heaven is My throne, and the earth 

is My footstool: where is the house that ye build unto Me ? and where is the 

place of My rest ? For all those things hath Mine hand made, and all those 

things have been, saith the Lord: but to this man will I look, even to him that 

is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at My word.” (Isaiah 66. 1-2) 
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CHAPTER 4 

AUTHORITY OF CHRIST AS HEAD OF THE CHURCH 

 

The Resurrection 

We have considered the authority of the written Word of God, and so we 

must now consider the authority over the church of the Lord Jesus Christ, the 

incarnate Word. (John 1. 1-14)  

The Lord Jesus Christ, at the commencement of His earthly ministry, came to 

Jerusalem and entered into the temple. There He found all manner of buyers, 

sellers, and money changers. In His righteous anger He purged the temple of 

such things. “And when He had made a scourge of small cords, He drove 

them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the 

changers’ money, and overthrew the tables; And said unto them that sold 

doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father’s house an house of 

merchandise.” (John 2. 15-16) The Jews then demanded from Jesus a sign of 

His authority to do such things. Jesus answered, “Destroy this temple, and in 

three days I will raise it up.” Jesus was speaking of the temple of His body, 

declaring the proof of His authority over the church was to be His death and 

resurrection. Furthermore, the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the proof that He 

is the Son of God. Paul wrote that He is “declared to be the Son of God with 

power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.” 

(Romans 1. 4) The religious Jews would not receive this nor believe, though 

they zealously continued in their religious observances.  

So much for the unbelieving Jews, but have we ears to “hear what the Spirit 

saith unto the churches” ? (Revelation 2. 29) The risen and glorified Lord 

Jesus Christ appeared to the apostle John on the isle of Patmos and declared 

with authority His perfect judgment upon the seven churches of Asia. These 

things are recorded for our instruction and warning, and the churches shall 

not escape the righteous judgments of the great Head of the Church except 

we heed the exhortation from Christ Himself, “be zealous therefore, and 

repent.” (Revelation 3. 19) Paul warned the Hebrews; “See that ye refuse not 

Him that speaketh.” (Hebrews 12. 25) 

The apostle Paul also writes to the Ephesians of his earnest prayers that they 

should be given wisdom, knowledge and understanding of “the hope of His 

[God the Father’s] calling, and what the riches of the glory of His inheritance 
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in the saints, And what is the exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward 

who believe, according to the working of His mighty power, Which He 

wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and set Him at His 

own right hand in the heavenly places, Far above all principality, and power, 

and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this 

world, but also in that which is to come: And hath put all things under His 

feet, and gave Him to be the head over all things to the church, Which is His 

body, the fullness of Him that filleth all in all.” (Ephesians 1. 18-23)   

 

The Forgiveness of Sins 

Later in Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians, we read that “Christ is the head of 

the church: and He is the saviour of the body.” (Ephesians 5. 23) Christ as the 

Head of the Church has all authority and power to forgive sin. When they 

brought to Jesus one who was sick of the palsy and laid him by faith at the 

feet of Jesus, the Lord said, “Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. But there were 

certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts, Why doth 

this man thus speak blasphemies ? who can forgive sins but God only ?” 

(Mark 2. 5-7) Then Jesus demonstrated by the miraculous healing of the man, 

that He had power on earth to forgive sins and that He is truly God manifest 

in the flesh. (1 Timothy 3. 16)  

Jesus Christ is truly sovereign, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. He 

graciously exercises that power and authority, as Head of the Church, to 

redeem sinners through His precious blood. True believers are a purchased 

possession. “What ? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy 

Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own ? For 

ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your 

spirit, which are God’s.” (1 Corinthians 6. 19-20). This speaks of Christ’s 

work of redemption through His shed blood to save lost sinners, to bring 

them to Him through the blessed work of the Holy Spirit and to serve in love 

under His authority.  

The unbelieving Jews did not obey the gospel, but were disobedient to the 

words and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 10. 16) Though “He 

taught them as one having authority” (Matthew 7. 29), they still went about 

to justify themselves under the law. The apostle Paul wrote about how the 

Lord delivered him by grace and mercy to seek to “be found in Him [Christ], 

not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is 
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through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith.” 

(Philippians 3. 9) 

Salvation is not gained through our power and free will, “But as many as 

receive Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to 

them that believe on His name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the 

will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” (John 1. 12-13) In this 

passage of scripture the original word translated “power” is “exousia“, which 

as we previously observed also means “authority”, but also has the sense of 

“right” or “privilege”. Thus it is from Christ the Head of the Church who 

fulfilled the holy law of God, that the coming sinner is given power, authority 

and privilege by the Holy Spirit through faith to lay hold upon so great a 

salvation. This is seen in type in the account of Jacob receiving the blessing 

at brook Jabbok. “There wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the 

day”; this “man” is revealed to be a pre-incarnate appearance of the eternal 

Son of God, the Angel of the Covenant. Jacob said, “I will not let Thee go, 

except Thou bless me.” The Lord replied; “Thy name shall be called no more 

Jacob [supplanter], but Israel [prince of God]: for as a prince hast thou power 

with God and with men, and hast prevailed.” (Genesis 32. 24-28)  

With shame we must observe how little prevailing prayer there is today, 

whether in public or private. Time and again in scripture we read of the 

authority and power of the prayers of the prophets, such as Moses, Elijah and 

Elisha. This power was not from themselves, but of God. The Lord Jesus 

Christ reveals the secret of prayer. “Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My 

name, He will give it you.” (John 16. 23) “If ye have faith as a grain of 

mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder 

place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.” 

(Matthew 17. 20) “And when He had called unto Him His twelve disciples, 

He gave them power [exousia = authority] against unclean spirits to cast 

them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.” 

(Matthew 10. 1) We say again, this power and authority is from Christ, and 

Christ alone, and is known as we follow His sovereign calling. It cannot be 

presumed upon nor bought with money. (Acts 8. 18-21) May we earnestly 

beseech the Lord to graciously give us a true spirit of wrestling prayer and an 

increase of faith, as in these last days we pray for those things clearly 

revealed in the Word of God. 
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Authority over the Church 

As the Lord Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church, so He has divine 

authority over the lives and calling of both a church and the individual 

believers that make up that church. He has authority to call and direct as He 

wills; but no calling or direction of God can be contrary to the inspired 

written Word of God. There will never be any contradiction between the 

leadings of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God, both written and incarnate; 

and in all things the Spirit and the Word fulfil the eternal purposes of the 

Father. “For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, 

and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.” (1 John 5. 7)  

We have need of humility and submission, waiting for the Lord’s calling; and 

when it is received, so much more have we the need of obedience to walk in 

it. It may not be a calling we have sought, or a way that we have imagined. 

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, 

saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways 

higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55. 8-9) 

Nor will it be a path of ease: “we must through much tribulation enter into 

the kingdom of God.” (Acts 14. 22) “All that will live godly in Christ Jesus 

shall suffer persecution.” (2 Timothy 3. 12) But it is the way that leads to 

eternal life. He has the power and authority to deliver us from all our 

enemies, from sin, destruction, death and hell. He will bring us through every 

trial. 

When the Lord’s people deviate from the true path, whether in disobedience, 

pride, carelessness, or giving honour to the traditions of the fathers, the Lord 

has the divine authority to chasten or punish. Yet this chastening is done in 

love and for our good, and it is a token of His love. “For whom the Lord 

loveth He chasteneth.” This chastening is “for our profit, that we might be 

partakers of His holiness. Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be 

joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 

righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. Wherefore lift up the 

hands which hang down, and the feeble knees; And make straight paths for 

your feet.” (Hebrews 12. 6-13) 

 

The Great Commission 

After the Lord’s resurrection, which is the great proof of His divine 

authority, the Lord appeared to His disciples. He spoke words of comfort and 
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peace; and these came with power to their hearts. Then He gave to them what 

is commonly known as the Great Commission. “Go ye into all the world, and 

preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16. 15) In Matthew 28 it is also 

recorded that the Lord commissioned His disciples to “teach all nations”, and 

in Acts 1 the risen Lord said; “ye shall receive power, after that the Holy 

Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judæa, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 

the earth.” (Acts 1. 8) In considering the Great Commission, all our doctrine 

and practice must be founded upon the scriptures; no more than the Word of 

God, and no less. 

Whilst it must be emphasised that no man can rightly preach, unless he be 

sent by God (Romans 10. 15), it is the calling of all churches collectively and 

believers individually to be witnesses of Christ in a dark and evil day. May 

we seek the grace of God so to do in a truly loving spirit, wholly following 

the Word of God. Finally, we must also note that there is a distinction 

between the Great Commission and the signs that the Lord promised would 

follow according to His sovereign will. 

When a beloved member or minister is about to depart from a church, they 

might give parting words of advice; perhaps it is their dying words. Great 

importance is often attached to such words, and church members are often 

reminded later of the departed saint’s counsel. If this is the case, why then is 

so little attention paid to the departing words of Jesus Christ, the Head of the 

Church ? Before we consider this further, let us read the fuller account of the 

Great Commission given in Matthew’s Gospel. “And Jesus came and spake 

unto them, saying, All power [exousia = authority] is given unto Me in 

heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching 

them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am 

with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” (Matthew 28. 18-20) 

The scriptural means of sending forth the way of salvation not only include 

preaching, but also the written word (John 20. 31) and personal testimony 

(Mark 5. 19). 

From Matthew 28 we see that the very reason to “go ... and teach all nations” 

lies in the power and authority of Christ; and that in going forth according to 

his command He gives a blessed promise of His presence unto the end of 

time. However, some make the doctrine of the sovereignty of God in 

salvation their justification for neglecting the Great Commission, reasoning 

that salvation is of God and it is not for man to put his hand to the matter. But 
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where God the Holy Spirit is leading, we will be made submissive and 

obedient to the call of God’s word. The kingship, power and authority of 

Christ are the very reasons for obeying the Great Commission.  “Where the 

word of a king is, there is power: and who may say unto him, What doest 

thou ?” (Ecclesiastes 8. 4) Let us beware of grieving the Spirit through 

disobedience. 

Others have seen the abuses of the Great Commission and recoil from the 

very thought of “missionary work.” However, the Great Commission is not 

only to “all nations”, but crucially it requires the faithful preaching and 

teaching of “all things whatsoever I have commanded you”; in other words, 

the whole counsel of God revealed in the Word of God. It is not serving God 

if we only preach or teach part of God’s counsel to all nations, let alone a 

corruption of it.  

Neither is it a part of the Great Commission to use theatrical dramas, acting, 

puppet shows, musical events, and so on. It is not even scriptural to sincerely 

and soberly “offer” the gospel, if it is so implied to the hearers that they have 

the power of themselves to be saved. The scripture simply states “preach the 

gospel”. Men may call preaching “foolishness”, but the apostle Paul wrote: 

“For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it 

pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. For 

the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: But we preach 

Christ crucified.” (1 Corinthians 1. 21-23) The principles of what we have 

just said about preaching equally apply to the other aspects of the Great 

Commission, namely teaching and bearing witness. They likewise must be 

carried out according to the scriptural pattern, not a worldly one. 

Let us also illustrate how God is honoured in accordance with the Great 

Commission by the godly witness of believers, who, though not called to 

preach publically, testify of the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 

their holy conversation and loving deeds. We have many gracious examples 

in the scriptures. For example there is Dorcas, who cared in many practical 

ways for poor widows (Acts 9. 39); we have Gaius with his acts of charity 

and hospitality (3 John 1-6); and there is Phebe “a servant of the church at 

Cenchrea” who “hath been a succourer of many.” (Romans 16. 1-3) 

In a day of many discouragements, some see the diminishing and closure of 

churches as inevitable, having lost the vision of the Great Commission. This 

indeed is a vicious circle, for the Word of God states, “Where there is no 

vision, the people perish.” (Proverbs 29. 18) The parable of the pounds given 

unto the servants (Luke 19. 11-27) records how the Lord commanded them 
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each; “Occupy till I come.” When the Lord returned, he enquired as to how 

“every man had gained by trading.” Some had been diligent in attending to 

their Lord’s command, despite the hatred of the “citizens” to the Lord. 

However, one servant hid the pound and received the wrath, not the 

commendation, of the Lord. We have the similar parable of the talents in 

Matthew 25. Both parables set forth a severe warning against hiding the great 

treasure of God’s truth.  May we then show heart-felt repentance over these 

things, seeking earnestly grace of God for an increase of faith. Only God the 

Holy Spirit, in answer to prayer and real repentance, can deliver us from such 

a state. It is by prayer and supplication in the name of Christ that the 

churches and individuals should seek by the Holy Spirit the grace, wisdom, 

courage and openings to testify of the gospel according to the Word of God 

in the spirit of love and humility. 

We must also consider the question: where should the gospel be preached 

and to whom ? In church or chapel only ? We read in Mark that the disciples 

“went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and 

confirming the word with signs following.” (Mark 16. 20) So can we expect 

“signs following” if we restrict where the gospel should be preached ? 

Likewise, the Word of God is clear that the gospel is to be preached to “every 

creature”, although we are warned that many will not hear, their hearts being 

hardened. However, we are not to cast our pearls before the swine to be 

trampled under foot (Matthew 7. 6); and so discretion and the Spirit’s 

guidance is truly needed in answer to prayer as to how, where and when we 

set forth the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to unbelievers, whether we 

preach, teach or bear witness. 

Finally, there are set forth in Matthew 28. 19-20 and other scriptures the 

ordinances of believer’s baptism and the Lord’s supper. We must remember 

that these were instituted by the Lord Himself for all true believers, who have 

been brought by the Holy Spirit to repentance and faith in Christ. Let us 

consider that the dictionary definition of the word ordinance is “an 

authoritative order or decree.” It is only when we walk by faith in obedience 

to Christ, that God is honoured and glorified through our profession of His 

name. 

Whilst much more could be said, we must conclude with the vital need of 

following Christ by faith, in love to Him as the great Head of the church. If 

through disobedience we are walking contrary to God, or if we are not 

walking in God’s commandments through sloth, fear of man, tradition or any 

other reason; be assured of this, we shall not prosper. Let us then lay to heart 
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the words of Christ, praying earnestly for His grace; and may we truly repent. 

His promise has divine authority and is sure; “I will come in to him, and will 

sup with him, and he with Me.” (Revelation 3. 20) 
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CHAPTER 5 

AUTHORITY OF THOSE ORDAINED OF GOD 

 

Order in the Church of Christ 

Christ as Head of the Church ordained the apostles and sent them forth: “And 

when He had called unto Him His twelve disciples, He gave them power 

[exousia = authority] against unclean spirits to cast them out, and to heal all 

manner of sickness and all manner of disease.” (Matthew 10. 1) After the 

ascension of Christ into heaven, the apostles exercised authority in the church 

of Christ. This authority was derived from Christ Himself by the Holy Spirit, 

and it was bounden upon them that they exercised that authority in love and 

in obedience to Christ. (2 Corinthians 12. 15)  

The apostle Peter likewise writes concerning those who have the rule in the 

church of God. “The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an 

elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the 

glory that shall be revealed: Feed the flock of God which is among you, 

taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy 

lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but 

being ensamples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye 

shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.” (1 Peter 5. 1-4) The 

analogy given here is of an under-shepherd caring for the part of Christ’s 

flock that He, as “chief Shepherd”, has placed them over. That care should be 

in love, as Christ loved them, showing by their lives and ministry the love of 

God. As Christ rules over the Church in love, so should the under-shepherd 

rule the flock assigned to him faithfully and ruling by the power of love. 

Peter then writes to those who are members of the flock; “Likewise, ye 

younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to 

another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth 

grace to the humble.” (1 Peter 1. 5-6) Paul also writes, “Obey them that have 

the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as 

they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: 

for that is unprofitable for you.” (Hebrews 13. 17)  

We are seeking to set out the principles here, mindful that different churches 

have their own particular form of order, and officers have various titles that 

are mentioned in the Bible (for example pastor, bishop, deacon or elder). 
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Nevertheless, whatever the detail of that order is, it must be in accordance 

with scripture.  

However, a number of conclusions may be drawn here. We cannot expect to 

see prosperity in the church if the officers of the church rule in a callous, 

greedy or unsympathetic manner, thinking that they have some sort of 

“divine right” to domineer in the church. In so doing, they have no authority 

of God whatsoever. Nor should we expect to prosper by rising up to 

challenge those who have the scriptural rule over us. Therefore, whether we 

are in the pulpit, desk or pew, there is a need of a personal walk with Christ 

for there to be true fellowship and union in a church. “If we walk in the light, 

as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of 

Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.” (1 John 1. 7)  

But what shall we say of churches where the positions of officers remain 

vacant indefinitely ? Should we expect the Lord’s blessing where the 

heavenly pattern revealed in the Word of God is neglected ? Take for 

example a pastorless church. Christ on one occasion saw the multitudes; He 

was “moved with compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not 

having a shepherd: and He began to teach them many things.” (Mark 6. 34) 

So the churches need an under-shepherd to teach the Word of God and to 

care for the flock. Even in natural things a flock without a shepherd is liable 

to stray, starve, be led astray or otherwise attacked by foxes or wolves.  

So how can we expect a church to prosper where there is neither a pastor, nor 

a prayerful seeking and desire for one either. It might be said, “we must 

content with such things as we have”; but this quotation from scripture is 

about contentment with earthly goods avoiding covetousness, not about being 

content with an unscriptural order in the church. Another might say, “the 

church has not had a pastor for many years and the Lord has helped us 

through”; yes, this shows the long-suffering and mercy of God, but we must 

never presume upon it. It has also been said, “if we have a pastor, we would 

not hear the variety of ministers we currently enjoy”; well, the world’s motto 

is “variety is the spice of life”, but that should not be taken up by the church. 

The plain truth from scripture is this, “I will give you pastors according to 

mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.” 

(Jeremiah 3. 15) A candid examination of the Word of God shows that the 

pastoral office is part of scriptural order (1 Timothy 3, Titus 1, Acts 14. 23 

and 20. 17-38). If we seek for any other pattern, we are in rebellion against 

Christ the Head of the Church. Whilst there are different ministerial gifts and 

callings that God sovereignly bestows, such as those of pastors, teachers and 
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evangelists (Ephesians 4. 11), the pastoral office is ordained by God for the 

benefit and edification of the churches. It is neglected or despised at our peril. 

 

Order in the Family and Nation 

The Word of God sets forth a clear order in the family, which is based upon 

the sacrificial love of Christ to the Church, and the Church’s loving 

obedience to Christ. “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as 

unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the 

head of the church: and He is the saviour of the body. Therefore as the church 

is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every 

thing. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and 

gave Himself for it.” (Ephesians 5. 22-25)  

So why has the modern trend gained so much ground in churches for both the 

man and the women to make exactly the same vows, omitting the vow of 

obedience on behalf of the woman ? How do those who profess to follow the 

Word of God insist on vows in line with modern secular beliefs on equality ? 

In many cases it is through ignorance of the scriptures. But where is the 

faithful stand of the minister of the gospel ? Such an unscriptural wedding 

service cannot proceed without a minister allowing these corrupted vows to 

be made. It is upon the minister that there rests a solemn accountability 

before God, not only at the wedding service, but rather to teach the whole 

counsel of God in the first place. 

In God’s perfect pattern for the family, the obedience of the wife is balanced 

by the husband’s sacrificial and caring love for the wife. The husband has the 

authority of the Word of God to rule over the household, but it must be done 

in love. The husband is not to be a dictator, but one who rules in humility. 

One godly minister (now in glory) very aptly summarised the key to family 

contentment and happiness in the word “joy”. He took the three letters of the 

word, and said that when Jesus is first, the other person (husband or wife) is 

second, and yourself is third; then there will be joy in the family. “Let 

nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each 

esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, 

but every man also on the things of others. Let this mind be in you, which 

was also in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 2. 3-5) 

Likewise, the Word of God commands children to “obey your parents in the 

Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and mother.” Parents are 
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commanded not to provoke their children, but to “bring them up in the 

nurture and admonition of the Lord.” Servants are to obey their masters “as 

unto Christ”, and masters are to forbear threatening, “knowing that your 

Master also is in heaven.” (Ephesians 6. 1-9) 

However, today we see the breakdown of respect for the authority ordained 

by God. It is seen in the family, especially by the insistence that both 

husband and wife should pursue their own careers, leaving the children to be 

brought up under the nurture and admonition of the television, the mobile 

phone, the internet, or the foul mannered and ungodly. It is also seen in the 

defiance shown by employees for the authority of their employers.  

In the nation, the Word of God commands the citizen to show all due honour 

and respect to those in authority. The apostle Paul wrote; “Let every soul be 

subject unto the higher powers [exousia = authority]. For there is no power 

but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore 

resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall 

receive to themselves damnation. For rulers are not a terror to good works, 

but to the evil.” He goes on to write that we must be subject “not only for 

wrath, but also for conscience sake. For for this cause pay ye tribute [taxes] 

also: for they are God’s ministers, attending upon this very thing. Render 

therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom 

custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.” (Romans 13. 1-7)  

Moreover, we are bidden to pray for all in authority over us. “I exhort 

therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 

thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that 

we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this 

is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour.” (1 Timothy 2. 1-3) 

However, many in this world live under not only ungodly rulers, but under 

those that persecute true believers. So did the apostle Paul in his day. So 

where should we scripturally draw the line and say “no” to those in authority 

over us in secular matters ? The Word of God provides us with clear 

examples in the book of Daniel. Both the Hebrew children and Daniel 

himself at all times showed due respect and loyalty to the kings of Babylon 

and Persia. However, when called to do that which was explicitly forbidden 

by God (worshipping idols) and to cease from prayer unto God, they 

respectfully but firmly obeyed the commandments of God, rather than those 

of their earthly king. Despite all that man could do against them, the Lord 

stood by them and delivered them. There is a lesson for us today from 

scripture. 
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Alas in Britain today, we see an ever increasing rebellion of children against 

their parents’ authority, citizens against the rulers appointed over them, 

employees against their employers, wives against their husbands; and usually 

under the banner of “human rights”.  But if the professed church of God has 

gone after these things, how can we expect the world to be any better ? God 

is righteously angry; and He will require an account from mankind for these 

things, but especially from us who have His written Word before us, and yet 

have not walked in it. How much more so will He require of those who have 

preached folly in the churches, and by their unfaithful ministry have 

publically denied that God’s ways are perfect ! 

Disorder in the church, the family and the nation can only be truly remedied 

by the power of Holy Spirit. There is much need of prayer for the Gospel to 

come with power and life.  
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CHAPTER 6 

GOD’S FINAL VINDICATION OF HIS AUTHORITY 

 

Accountability of Man 

Although we vigorously uphold the doctrine of God’s sovereignty, man’s 

fallen ruined condition being “dead in trespasses and sins”, and the necessity 

of the work of a triune God in salvation (Ephesians 1 and 2); we also just as 

vigorously uphold the accountability of all mankind to God. “For the wrath 

of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 

of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; Because that which may be 

known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the 

invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being 

understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead; 

so that they are without excuse: Because that, when they knew God, they 

glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful.” (Romans 1. 18-21) The 

apostle Peter also wrote, “there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking 

after their own lusts, And saying, Where is the promise of His coming ? ... 

For this they willingly are ignorant...” (2 Peter 3. 3-5) 

In the above scriptures we see that God justly requires that all mankind gives 

to Him the glory and thankfulness due to Him as their Creator; but fallen man 

is willingly disobedient and rebellious. Therefore, those who are left to their 

own evil ways are without excuse. It is only through the pure and free grace 

of God in Christ Jesus that any are saved, and for them the blessed Redeemer 

has paid the price, borne the punishment and delivered them from 

condemnation. (Romans 9)  

All mankind are accountable to God, and they must give an account of every 

evil thought or deed to Him. Even if we seek to avoid this truth of God’s 

authority over our lives, we cannot avoid His divine appointment. “It is 

appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” (Hebrews 9. 27) 

“We shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written, As I 

live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall 

confess to God. So then every one of us shall give account of himself to 

God.” (Romans 14. 10-12) 

For the Lord’s people, that account before God is made good through the 

righteous life and perfect offering for sin at Calvary by the Lord Jesus Christ. 



Chapter 6                         Final Vindication of the Authority of God 

29 
 

(Romans 5 and Philippians 3) But dare we presume to sin lightly because 

Christ has redeemed us ? If we truly love Him, surely we earnestly desire to 

be free from sin and to mourn over our sinful nature and the sins that nailed 

Him to the cross. Else, it will be a fearful thing to have “trodden under foot 

the Son of God” and then “to fall into the hands of the living God.” (Hebrews 

10. 29-31) “Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let 

us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and 

godly fear: For our God is a consuming fire.” (Hebrews 12. 28-29) 

 

The Second Coming of Christ 

The return of the Lord Jesus Christ will herald the end of the world (Mark 13. 

24-31). This world will end at the time and in the way ordained by God. It is 

not something that can be predicted or foreseen by human wisdom; it must be 

received by faith according to the Word of God. The world will not end on 

account of any supposed process of cosmic evolution, nor will it end because 

man has emitted too much carbon into the atmosphere; but when Christ 

returns in His glory.  

We are therefore commanded to watch and pray for the Lord’s appearing. 

“But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are 

in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. Take ye heed, watch and pray: for 

ye know not when the time is. For the Son of Man is as a man taking a far 

journey, who left his house, and gave authority to his servants, and to every 

man his work, and commanded the porter to watch. Watch ye therefore: for 

ye know not when the master of the house cometh.” (Mark 13. 32-35) 

Christ’s appearance will be met by rejoicing by His redeemed people, and 

with rejoicing in heaven. His appearing will be to defeat the enemies of God 

and godliness. Although they unite with all their strength, they shall not 

prevail. The vision that the apostle John received shall come to pass 

concerning Christ at His coming. In the vision John saw that He “was called 

Faithful and True, and in righteousness He doth judge and make war. His 

eyes were as a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns; and He had 

a name written, that no man knew, but He Himself. And He was clothed with 

a vesture dipped in blood: and His name is called The Word of God.” 

(Revelation 19. 11-13) 

At Christ’s coming we read of Him delivering up the “kingdom to God, even 

the Father; when He shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 
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For He must reign, till He hath put all enemies under His feet. The last enemy 

that shall be destroyed is death.” (1 Corinthians 15. 24 - 26) Christ has the 

“keys of hell and of death” and the “key of David”; He is “He that openeth, 

and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth.” (Revelation 1. 18 

and 3. 7) The Lord has authority to deliver up to eternal punishment the 

ungodly who die in their sins, and He has the same authority to open up the 

gates of the heavenly Jerusalem to those that are redeemed by His precious 

blood shed at Calvary. (Matthew 25. 31-46) 

The reign of Christ as King of Kings and Lord of Lords will be an eternal 

one. The authority of God shall be enjoyed and praised by all the redeemed 

of the Lord; they shall cast their crowns before Him. (Revelation 4, 21 and 

22) For the wicked and ungodly, their place shall be the lake of fire 

(Revelation 20. 11-15), “and the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for 

ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night.” (Revelation 14. 11)  

The authority of God is to be finally and eternally vindicated even in the 

judgement and eternal destruction of the wicked. But the redeemed Church, 

the Bride of Christ, shall eternally rejoice to be free from the power of sin, 

Satan and death, and rejoice to sing, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 

receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, 

and blessing.” (Revelation 5. 12) They shall rejoice to be eternally under the 

loving and gracious authority of the King of Kings. 

 

Conclusion 

We must now draw this short book to a conclusion. We have sought to cover 

the main points of our subject, but there is so much more that could be said. 

The whole Bible speaks of the authority of God from Genesis to Revelation. 

Then, dear reader, may you prayerfully search the scriptures, seeking the 

grace of God and the almighty help of the Holy Spirit to give you 

understanding and to walk in the truth. As the Lord Jesus Christ says, “Surely 

I come quickly. Amen.” May we likewise reply; “Even so, come, Lord 

Jesus.” (Revelation 22. 20)   

 

 


