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The Muree Golf Club Tree Management Committee met on the 18 Jan 2017 to review a range of 

trees that have come to the attention of the Club for various reasons, some of those reasons being 

that the trees have died, a request via email from a neighbouring property, borer infestation, 

lightning strikes and incursion into the playing zone of the course.   

 

Since the last report in August 2016, the Committee has had a resignation.  Just prior to the 

scheduled meeting, Anne Redman declined to continue, the Board thanks her for her assistance 

with the start-up of the Committee and will now seek a replacement.  As there were a number of 

issues that needed to be dealt with immediately for player and staff safety reasons, the Committee 

agreed to continue without a fourth member. 

 

The approach to the report is similar to the first report and will follow the course in chronological 

order. 

 

 

 

1st Fairway: In front of the 1st tee and adjacent to the social tee, are two Hills Fig trees, the 

branches are close to encroaching players drive off the 1st tee and second shots up the 18th 

fairway.  The root systems are spreading across the surface and at some stage in the near future, 

will impact on the paths.  It has also been noted that the root system had previously infiltrated 

the sewer line that crosses both fairways.  A watching brief on these two trees is required as 

pruning of both branches and root systems will be required in the future. 

 

2nd Tee: At the back of the tee on the other side of the path leading to the 4th tee is a medium 

sized callistemon that has a branch that snags passing traffic.  The offending branch should be 

removed.  While this is not generally a Tree Committee issue, it is noted so that the Grounds 

Staff can make sure it is removed in a timely fashion. 

 

5th Tee: To the back of the men’s tee is a casuarina that has been struck by lightning and 

is now infested with borers.  This tree presents a hazard to both players and course staff.  The 

committee recommend the removal of this tree. (refer Fig. 1) 
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Fig. 1 

 

 

5th Fairway: To the left of the bridge crossing from the fairway to the 5th green is a small copse 

of casuarina trees.  These trees present no impact on the rating of the course although their roots 

systems have encroached into the waterway.  In doing so, they capture waste material from 

upstream.  This is also the site for the replacement bridge.  The committee recommends that these 

trees be removed to make way for the bridge foundations.  Note: the replacement bridge has not 

yet been funded or programmed.  (refer Fig. 2) 

 

On the other side of the waterway is a stick willow that will also impact on the pathway once the 

bridge is constructed.  The committee recommends that this tree be removed also.  (refer Fig. 3) 

 

 

   
          Fig. 2     Fig. 3 
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Pathway from 5th Green to 6th Tee: To the right of the path leading down to the 6th tee there is 

a large (30 metre) eucalypt that has been struck by lightning that is leaning towards the houses.  

A large portion of the tree is already dead and this tree presents danger to both golfers and the 

neighbouring homes.  The tree committee recommends that this tree be removed as quickly as 

possible.  It is likely that professional tree removalists are used for this task. (refer Fig 4 & 5) 

 

  
  
 Fig. 4 Fig. 5 
 

 

6th Social Tee:  A stand of paperbark saplings has self-propagated in the wet area in front 

of the 5th social tee.  This tee can also be used when the main tee is renovated or rested.  Behind 

the stand of paperbarks is a radiata pine which also encroaches on a shot from that tee.  Removal 

of these saplings and pine tree is recommended by the committee as they do not impact on the 

rating of the hole and are presently preventing use of the alternative tee. (refer Fig 6 & 7) 

 

   
 Fig. 6 Fig. 7 
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6th & 12th Holes: There are numerous paperbark and casuarina trees/stumps lining the 

waterway between these two holes.  The ones closest to the walkway to 12th tee should be 

removed as the root systems provide snags for rubbish and fallen limbs from these trees regularly 

create dams which result in unsightly repositories for rubbish.  The committee recommends that 

these trees be removed as well as much of the root system that is possible.  The paper barks at 

the end of the 6th fairway are not included in this as they are an integral part of the rating of this 

hole. (refer Fig 8) 

 

 
Fig. 8 

 

 

7th Tee: There is a large paperbark that shades the 7th tee during most of the cooler 

months as well as some of the warmer months.  The lack of sunshine impacts on the quality of 

the grass surface of the tee.  The tree does not impact on the rating of either the 6th or 7th holes 

consequently the committee recommends that the tree be removed. (refer Fig 9) 

 

 

 
Fig. 9 
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7th Fairway: There is a large dead radiata pine tree on the fence-line of the 7th fairway and the 

Moffatt residence, this tree should be removed as it presents a hazard to passing golfers and 

grounds staff.  The tree committee recommends the removal of this tree. (refer Fig 10) 

 

 
Fig. 10 

 

 

9th Fairway: On the right-hand side of the 9th fairway at the bend are two small common fig 

saplings.  These saplings appear under stress, however should they develop into mature trees 

will present an ongoing maintenance problem for course staff and the surrounding native trees.  

The committee recommends the removal of these two saplings. (refer Fig 11 & 12) 

 

     
 Fig. 11 Fig. 12 



 6 

Pathway from the 13th Tee: There is a large copse of paperbark trees on between the 13th tee 

and 12th green.  One of these trees has a large limb hanging precariously over the pathway.  For 

safety reasons, the committee recommends the removal of the branch. (refer Fig 13) 

 

 
Fig. 13 

 

There are also a number of stumps left from tree removal after the large storm in April 2015 

which should be removed as they present an opportunity to snag rubbish washed down from 

upstream during wet weather events.  There is also a small stand of casuarina trees next to the 

12th bridge that should be removed for the same reasons.  The committee recommends the 

removal of the trees and stumps along this waterway. (refer Fig 14 & 15) 

 

   
 Fig. 14         Fig. 15 
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15th Green: On the left-hand side of the 15th green is a large camphor laurel.  The tree is 

impacting on the health of the green, blocking the sun and drawing nutrient and moisture from 

the green.  Removal of the tree does impact on the rating of the hole so the committee 

recommends that the bunker on the left-hand side be elongated a further 10 metres to 

compensate for the loss of the tree.  Behind the camphor laurel is a dead eucalypt.  The 

committee recommends the removal of both of these trees. (refer Fig 16 & 17) 

 

 

   
 Fig. 16 Fig. 17 
 

 

16th Hole:  There is a large casuarina to the right of, and adjacent to the start of the gully 

leading to the 16th green.  The tree is infested with borers at the base of the trunk and is 

considered to be a hazard as the photos reveal.  The tree does not impact on the rating of the 

hole as there is a taller tree in a more forward position.  The committee recommends this tree 

be removed as quickly as possible.  (refer Fig 18 & 19) 

 

   
 Fig. 18 Fig. 19 



 8 

 

 

18th Fairway: There are four large trees at the back fence of the property at 20 Truscott Street 

on golf club land.  The previous owner sought and received permission from the Board many 

years ago to plant the trees to provide shade from the afternoon sun and afford some protection 

from errant golf shots.  Two of these trees are now impacting on the new owners paving in the 

backyard.  The committee recommends that these trees be removed.  There is no impact on the 

rating of the hole should these trees be removed.  (refer Fig 20 & 21) 

 

 

  
 Fig. 20 Fig. 21 

 

This report has been compiled from an on-site inspection on Tuesday 17 Jan 17 by the Tree 

Committee comprising of the undersigned.  It will be presented to the monthly Muree Golf 

Club Board meeting scheduled for 30 Jan 17 for acceptance before it is invoked. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rob Baker 

     Jan 17 

 

 

 

 

 

Ian Lovell 

    Jan 17 

 

 

 

  

 

Ross Picot 

   Jan 17 


