
SWIMMING POOLS & ASSOCIATED SAFETY BARRIERS
MAKE SURE YOUR POOL PASSES ITS FINAL INSPECTION

ACROCERT - BUILDING APPROVAL & INSPECTION SERVICES

Common problems leading to your pool failing the �nal inspection and an Occupation Certi�cate not 
being issued:

1. Ensure the pool fence is properly secured/constructed and structurally stable.

2. Ensure all pool gates open outward away from the pool. �ey must self-close and self-latch 
when opened and released from any position.

3. Ensure the gap under the pool fence (from the bottom rail to �nished ground level) does not 
exceed 100mm.

4. Ensure any gaps between upright posts do not exceed 100mm.

5. Ensure there are no foot or handholds located within 300mm on the inside of the pool fence. 
�is includes pumps, �lters, garden taps and any other �xed object.

6. Ensure there are no footholds, objects or items within 900mm from the top of the pool fence as 
shown in Figure 1.

7. Ensure any boundary fence that forms part of the safety barrier is a minimum of 1.8m in 
height; this is measured from ground level inside the fence. It must also provide a minimum 
900mm non-climbable zone; measured from the top of the fence on the inside as shown in 
Figures 2 & 3.

8. Ensure all windows (which can be opened) within the pool area are screened with child-safe 
grills or similar, or are permanently �xed so that the window cannot be opened by any more 
than 100mm.  If you are choosing to restrict the window to no more then 100mm, you will 
need to ensure that the room containing the window still has the required amount of natural 
ventilation as speci�ed in the Building Code of Australia.

9. Ensure there is a current resuscitation chart in a prominent location within the pool enclosure.

10. Ensure all conditions of the development consent are complied with.

If you have any queries or require additional information please contact one of our o�ces and we will 
be happy to address your needs and concerns.

Maitland O�ce: 02 4933 5626 

Forster O�ce: 02 6554 7648
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Figure 1. Front Elevation - No climbable object may be located within the non-climbable zone on the outside of 
the fence or within 300mm on the inside of the fence.
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Figure 2. Front Elevation - The �rst panel coming o� boundary fence incorporating the 900mm non-climbable zone
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Figure 3. Front Elevation - extension on top of boundary fence to ensure min 900mm non-climbable zone
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