
“We have acquired the EksoGTTM to 
provide our patients with the best 
possible access to rehabilitation 
technology and quality of treat-
ment. We are pleased we took this 
step with Ekso.”  
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“Although the investment in a ro-
botic device such as the EksoGTTM  
is a significant cost, with the benefit 
of financial leasing models, Hobbs 
felt that the clinical benefits to our 
patients warranted the financial 
commitment.”

Hobbs Rehabilitation is an independent provider of neurorehabili-
tation services, including the comprehensive residential, communi-
ty and outpatient treatment for a broad spectrum of neurological 
conditions across the south of England. The EksoGTTM forms part of 
the treatment packages they are able to provide in a variety of be-
spoke therapy programmes – specifically those affected by stroke, 
SCI, TBI and MS. 

Hobbs is a top EksoGTTM training site and although clinically 
convinced about the role of the EksoGTTM in rehabilitation pro-
grammes, they were uncertain that the device was affordable for 
their business. After an initial trial period exploring the demand and 
clinical application of the EksoGTTM in 2015, they committed to the 
investment and started leasing the device. 

At present, Hobbs has around 15 EksoGTTM patients/week or around 
60/month. The funding for these patients comes from a variety of 
sources. These include medico-legal cases, health insurance, NHS, 
self-funding and the third sector. In the last couple of months, Hobbs 
has also secured funding through the CCG due to the positive results 
for TBI patients and have increased their overall Case Mix Index.

Louis Martinelli, Specialist Physiotherapist & EksoGTTM Lead at Hobbs 
Rehabilitation, has developed his clinical skills and experience in 
the use of the EksoGTTM. He has actively engaged in research with 
Winchester University looking at the healthcare benefits of its use, 
including vascular health that have led to recent publications. In 
addition to this, working with such an innovative device has also 
strengthened the professional profile of Hobbs and Louis as a lead 
clinician and ambassador for the clinical use across the country. 

Nicky Ellis adds: ”The EksoGTTM has helped us achieve improved 
outcomes for complex patients through the provision of an in-
creased intensity in gait re-education, allowing a patient to take 
hundreds of steps with the aid of one therapist, rather than far 
fewer steps with multiple pairs of hands.” 

As the lead provider in the UK, patients travel from all over the 
country to access these specialist services.

Helen Hobbs, co-founder of 
Hobbs Rehabilitation

Nicky Ellis, co-founder of 
Hobbs Rehabilitation

Prince Harry visits Hobbs in 2016. 

Hobbs Rehabilitation: 
pioneer in EksoGTTM training  

Case Study 


