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This year's winter sports tournament was 
quite special in that it was dedicated to 
Father Eric Maclean, SJ. The Loyola News 
interviewed the guiding force behind the 
successful tournament, Mr. Richard 
Meagher, to get his feedback on one of the 
more successful editions of the thirty-eight 
year-old event.  
 
Could you describe his role with respect to 
the history of the tournament? 
 Fr. Maclean has always been a 
huge supporter of the tournament. When-
ever the Tournament Committee has 
asked for his support, he has come 
through. He was a regular attendee at the 

(Continued on page 2) 

Early this year, a new club 
sprung up, taking the Loyola 
community by storm. Though 
many had not heard of the 
martial art before, the Loyola 
“Aikido” club has met with 
great success. The club is 
headed by Sensei Michael 
Bush and Sensei Neil Houston, 
with help from students of 
another Aikido Club, also 
headed by Mr. Bush.  
          This past week, The 
Aikido Club was proud to 
welcome Sensei Kashimura 
(see interview on Page 9). He 
is a Master in aikido (a 

“Shihan”) from Sukagawa, Ja‐
pan, who came to celebrate the 
10th anniversary of Mr. Bush’s 
Montreal aikido club. He taught 
three classes in the Loyola 
atrium, each filled with students 
eager and ready to learn.  
          Kashimura‐Sensei gra‐
ciously granted the Loyola news 
an interview, which is split up 
into two parts: This article, fo‐
cusing on the actual art of ai‐
kido, and the second, focusing 
on Kashimura‐sensei as a per‐
son.  
          Aikido was created in the 
20th century by Morihei Ueshiba, 

38th Loyola-Ed Meagher Winter Sports 
Tournament dedicated to the memory 

of Father Eric Maclean, SJ 

Aikido:  The Way of Harmony with Ki 
who based his newer martial art 
on other styles of martial arts he 
had learned when he was a young 
man. As he grew older, he 
changed the style of aikido to 
become less strike‐oriented (less 
offensive) and more “soft” (as in, 
no punches or kicks).  
          Aikido became popular in 
modern Japan and eventually 
spread throughout the world by 
Aikido Masters, who set up dojos 
in many different countries.  
          Sensei‐Kashimura, the Japa‐
nese master who visited Loyola, 
when interviewed, spoke of how 

(Continued on page 11) 
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monthly tournament meetings. He 
had a special connection with the 
longtime members of the committee, 
and was one of the reasons that 
many of them 
have returned 
to help out at 
the tournament 
long after their 
son's have 
graduated from 
Loyola. 
 Finan-
cially, he sup-
ported the Ed 
Meagher DVD 
project that saw 
a half-hour 
video produced 
on the life of Ed 
Meagher. He 
supported fi-
nancially the Ed 
Meagher bronze 
plaque that is in 
the arena lobby, 
as well as the 
25-year maroon 
jacket purchase 
presented to 
committee 
members who 
have served on 
the tournament 
committee for 
25 years. 
  At the 
opening cere-
mony for many 
past tourna-
ments, he 
opened the ceremony with the Open-
ing Prayer, and occasionally gave his 
old college try at singing the Loyola 
Victory song. He also said mass an-
nually on the Saturday of the tourna-
ment, enabling committee members 
to continue to participate in the all-
important Catholic nature of the 
school.  
 
It seems that the tournament was a 
major success again this year. Do you 
have a magic formula that guaran-

(Continued from page 1) tees positive results? 
 The tournament was a huge 
success if one considers our goal of 
hosting a first-class high school sport-
ing event. While it is nice to win Gold 
medals in the various sports, those 

championships 
are really gravy 
when one con-
siders our pri-
mary mission. 
Our goal is to 
have every 
player and visi-
tor who comes 
to the tourna-
ment to walk 
away saying, 
"I'm glad I took 
the time to 
come to Loyola 
today." The 
magic formula? 
Get as many 
students, par-
ents, coaches, 
alumni, former 
parents as pos-
sible pitching 
in! 
  
Is it true that 
money raised 
by athletes and 
committee 
members 
through the 
selling of ads 
for the sports 
tournament 
program 
reached an all-
time high this 

year? 
 The program not only raised 
the most money ever, but it was the 
nicest program ever! A lot of credit 
has to go out to committee members 
as well as our current players and 
parents for doing their part to sell 
ads. It is so much easier and the re-
sults so much better when everyone 
pitches in. We are really fortunate to 
have so many sponsors, in particular 
RBC Royal Bank who became our ma-
jor sponsor this year when TD Canada 

Trust pulled out due to a change in 
corporate policy regarding the spon-
sorship of sporting events. Current 
Loyola parents Donna Trottier and 
Harry Meredith are the ones to com-
mend for the terrific quality of the 
program. With this year's tournament 
dedicated to Fr. Maclean, it is only 
fitting that they were instrumental in 
putting together the nicest program 
ever. 
 
Are there any new plans already brew-
ing for next year's edition?  
 With so many people involved 
in the tournament, we are never short 
of new ideas. Over the next few 
months, we will start to review some 
of the ideas as we work towards next 
year's tournament. It is important to 
always look for ways to change or im-
prove the tournament so that it never 
becomes stale. the risk, however, is 
not to do such a dramatic change that 
we lose the good thing we have going. 
I think the word NHL Commissioner 
Bettman often uses is "tinkering". 
That is really our goal and plan from 
year to year. 
 

One With God 

Father 
Have you heard 
The angels 
Are gathering prayers 
To be answered 
Received to know 
That  you  
Are still present 
To our hearts 
Falling love 
Rising again 
Gloriously shared 
One with God 

 
By Peter Racine 
Dedicated  to Eric Maclean  

38th Loyola-Ed Meagher, continued from page1 
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Above: Father Eric Maclean, SJ, at the 
commemoration of the Ed Meagher 
plaque during the 37th Loyola-Ed 

Meagher Tournament. Pictured to the 
right of Father Maclean is Ms. Margaret 
Meagher, the wife of the late Ed Meagher.  



 Last year probably wasn’t the 
best example of western culture as a 
whole.  On top of our growing obses-
sions   with impossible standards of 
body image, addiction and subsequent 
rehab, and general celebrity culture, 
it was also the year that the popula-
tion in general crippled creativity in 
such a manner that would make 
Kathy Bates squeamish (any excuse 
for a Misery reference). 
 You’ve probably heard of the 
writer’s strike by now, but for those of 
you who are unclear as to what ex-
actly it’s about, it basically boils down 
to this:  Thanks to the creation of the 
internet, major media empires are 
further profiting off of writers.  How-
ever, tired of being walked all over 
like the proverbial welcome mat, the 
writers are demanding compensation 
for works in the new media.  In re-
sponse to their pleading, media mo-
guls stuck their fingers in their ears 
and went “La-La-La-La.” 
 The excuse given to the writ-

ers for ripping them off is that it is too 
soon to determine the value of the 
internet.  Never mind the fact that 
Viacom is suing Youtube for a billion 
dollars for using its copyrighted mate-
rial, or that the said company will 
gain over $500 million this year in 
digital content, it’s just too soon to say 
how much the internet is worth. 
               Theoretically speaking, with-
out the writers, Hollywood would 
crumble, and the millions of moviego-
ers and media heads would come 
crawling back to worship at the feet of 
the writers.  However, here’s where 
things go from bad to worse for the 
writers:  People will buy into any-
thing.  ANYTHING.  It doesn’t need a 
coherent plot, sympathetic characters, 
or any artistic, entertaining merit.  It 
just needs to be marketed in such a 
way that people will throw money like 
rice at a wedding. 
 I wish I was just undermin-
ing the public’s taste, that people ac-
tually cared about cinematic value.  

But of the top ten grossing movies of 
the year, five were threequels (four of 
which made the top four), four were 
adapted from books, comics or graphic 
novels, three were adapted from car-
toons, and the highest grossing of all 
was taken from a ride at Disney 
World.  Out of all those movies, only 
two were adapted from completely 
original material.  And just to rub it 
in a little more, the movie at #11 
was... wait for it... Alvin and The 
Chipmunks. 
              Now let that sink in for a 
minute.  Yeah, my thoughts exactly. 
              That’s not to say that these 
movies are good or bad, it has more to 
do with how easily people will buy 
into names.  The most important job 
in film these days isn’t writing a 
movie, so much as it is marketing it.  
Such is the writer’s predicament; 
while media conglomerates need writ-
ers if they want intelligent work, they 
don’t need them to make a profit. 

Jeremy McQueen 

only a few students who actually gam-
bled and that almost all the people 
who played cards did it solely for en-
joyment.  

 One secondary five student 
commented, “I understand why it was 
done but it’s a shame for those who 
didn’t gamble. It just seems unfair to 
punish the entire school considering 
only a small portion of students gam-
ble.” 

 Another disgruntled secon-
dary four student said, “A lot of card 
games don’t really lend themselves to 
gambling. I can’t really imagine any-
one betting on many of the card 
games I used to play before the ban.” 

 Many high schools have had 
problems with gambling in the past. A 
few years ago there was a gambling 
problem at LCC that was very well 

 A few weeks ago, a very brief 
and sudden announcement on the 
bulletin stated that playing cards 
were no longer allowed in the school. 
There was no warning prior to the 
ban which is what usually happens 
before a privilege is taken away. The 
reasons behind the ban were very 
vague and many students are still 
unaware that there even is a ban. 

 Mr. Lafave was interviewed 
on the topic and said that playing 
cards were banned because students 
were betting money on the outcome of 
card games.  

 96 students were surveyed on 
their opinion on the ban and an over-
whelming 80% said that they dis-
agreed with the administration re-
garding the card ban. They sited vari-
ous reasons for their opinion and 
many students said that there were 

publicised in the news. But according to 
students it isn’t much of a problem at 
Loyola. 95% of students surveyed said 
that gambling wasn’t a problem before 
the ban. Only six students out of the 96 
surveyed said that they had wagered 
money on card games.  

 Mr. Lafave was asked whether 
(Continued on page 19) 

2007: The year creativity got screwed 

Card controversy 

PAGE 3 THE LOYOLA NEWS VOLUME V,  ISSUE IV 



the hallways to find an answer to this 
pressing question. 
 I noticed a trend during my 
venture through the minds of the stu-
dent body. The younger grades (1-3) 
seemed to have harsh feelings for the 
new vending machine, whereas the 
older grades (4-5) appeared to take 

very rash reve-
lations such as, 
“It’s just a vend-
ing machine!” 
 On a 
personal note, 
I’m now enjoy-
ing my choco-
late milk with 
my meals! And, 
although I do 

feel as if I am being spied on some-
times by a rogue cow from Russia, I 
think it’s worth the milk. 
 However, I can’t leave it at 
that. I decided to ask another ques-
tion: Is it worth the dietary change? I 

did a little research…well, actually, I 
just looked at the conveniently placed 
Nutritional Facts at the back of the 
packages. A can of Pepsi packs 100 
calories with 27 grams of sugar while 
the Chocolate Milk we’ve been 
proudly chugging contains 150 calo-
ries along with 25 grams of sugar. 
The Dole replacements (which are 
surprisingly also made by Pepsi) con-
tain 120 calories and 26 grams of 
sugar! Keep in mind, however, the 
drinks that are replacing our soda 
have high levels of either Vitamin A, 
C, and Calcium.  
 To conclude, the bovine in 
the cafeteria is here to say, no matter 
what our polls or Nutritional Facts 
have to say. Personally, I see the new 
vending machines as a refreshing 
change and a somewhat healthy turn 
for the best. 
 
Joseph Symborski 

 Unless you don’t venture into 
the cafeteria too often, you’d have a 
hard time missing the new cow-
spotted, dairy bearing vending ma-
chine. This new vending machine 
stands in the place of 
the late Siamese twin 
of the vending machine 
infamous for its won-
derful chemically con-
cocted “food.” This has 
not been the only 
change, our vending 
machines no longer 
dispense soda but 
rather Dole fruit juice. 
 Mixed emotions concerning 
the new addition to our cafeteria have 
been expressed. Some see it as an 
intruding bovine with a clever dis-
guise; others see it as a refreshing 
change for the good. I decided to hit 

ing a bag that’s three times that size.  
It does work for sec 1s and 2s who are 
not allowed to leave 
the school for lunch 
but it doesn’t really 
work for most. It 
makes the school 
healthier but not 
the individual stu-
dents that go to it.  
Remember also that 
Loyola has one of 
the best sports pro-
grams in Quebec.  
How harmful can a 
few cookies really be? 

This argument was like a 
double- edged sword.  It sparked 
much controversy between those who 
wanted the cookies and those who 
wanted them banned.  Billy Campoli 
from 1-D commented, “It’s an out-
rage!”  I think that most people really 

As we came back from 
Christmas holidays I think we all 
noticed that something was amiss.  
Our cafeteria had changed, it had 
become healthier.  For students this 
was like the black plague; no more 
junky chips but worst of all-no more 
cookies.  Those freshly baked cookies 
that would melt in your mouth and 
would bring a smile to even those who 
failed a test and knew that their par-
ents would get angry at them, were 
GONE!!!  They were banned over the 
Christmas holidays by the ministry of 
health (the government).  Why? I 
wondered.   

Fine, they can take chips out 
of schools, but that doesn’t stop people 
from going to the dépanneur and buy-

liked those cookies, including faculty 
members.  Mr. Fulvio said “I was a 

little upset with the cookies 
as well.  They better not 
touch the morning special!”  
On the other hand, Mr. 
Campanelli and Mme. 
Trenholm agreed with the 
ban.  Mr. Fulvio did give me 
some hope though by say-
ing, “I was told that they’re 
coming back with healthier 
cookies which are going to 
taste just as good.”  So I 
headed to the cafeteria to 

get the scoop. I was told by our cooks 
that the cookies were coming back 
after spring break. 

So will these cookies really 
taste as good?  Who knows?  Only the 
power of taste will decide.   
 
By Lex Ducic 1-D 

Calf in the Caf? 

Cafeteria News: Milk and Cookies 

Cookie Crisis 

PAGE 4 THE LOYOLA NEWS VOLUME V,  ISSUE IV 



Who’s the new teacher walking the 
halls of Loyola High School this year? 
The teachers love her, the students 
love her, who is she? Mme. Nadeau! 
Mme. Nadeau is a Secondary three 
French teacher and a Secondary 2 
history, independent studies and ge-
ography teacher. She previously 
worked at Queen of Angels Academy, 
but now Loyola is fortunate enough to 
have Mme Nadeau added to the staff.  
          In response to the question how 
the transition has been between the 
all girls school and the all boys school 
Mme. Nadeau says it’s just as noisy! 
She grew up in a large family and 
currently has a large family so she is 
used to a lot of energy, and really en-
joys it! “The boys at Loyola are great 
and I am very impressed with their 
manners, which is one of my pet 
peeves.”  
          Mme Nadeau previously stud-

ied translation and law, but decided 
that what she really wanted to be was 
a teacher. Mme. Nadeau says it’s very 
important that her students can relate 
to what she is teaching, and that the 
students are able to use concepts that 
she teaches in the outside world. She 
also likes to incorporate parallels be-
tween what has happened in the past 
and what is going on in the present to 
add a little bit of fun to the classroom.  
          Mme. Nadeau is currently the 
moderator for the Multicultural Com-
mittee and is organizing the event on 
March 29. As a parent, she loved the 
Multicultural Evening and thought it 
would be appropriate to have it back 
at the school this year. Mme. Nadeau 
is further hoping to have a French club 
and a badminton team.  
          Mme Nadeau is really enjoying 
her experience at Loyola so far, and 
says she loves the family atmosphere 

that Loyola has. Mme. Nadeau is truly 
a great addition to the Loyola  
teachers!  

By Lucas Lawton  

Furthermore, the air in China is 
likely detrimental for world class ath-
letes training to perform at their best. 
The challenge ahead for the Chinese 
people is great and seemingly impos-

sible, but the 
government has 
said that they 
can do it so we 
have to hold 
them to their 
word.  

 More 
locally, in 
Loyola, the 
newly made 
ESP club made 

many promises for the 
New Year. Talks about 
getting plastic recycling bins have 
been held almost every meeting but 
we still haven’t been able to see any 
around. Word is that they will be im-
plemented soon.  

 One promise which the ESP 

 Since the beginning of the 
New Year, there have been many 
resolutions aimed at improving the 
environment. They range from prom-
ises from governments around the 
world to local resolu-
tions, even in our own 
school. 

 Internationally 
speaking, and in light of 
the 2008 Olympics, 
China has become deter-
mined to reduce Bei-
jing’s traffic by half.  A 
huge feat to complete 
because of the ever 
growing population and 
the fact that their economy is boom-
ing. With more and more Chinese 
earning money, the demand for cars 
has grown and who could deny the 
citizens that right? Not only is the 
traffic terrible in the capitals of  this 
rapidly developing country but the 
pollution from all of those cars idling 
at a near standstill is even worse. 

club has pulled through; the battery 
and ink cartridge recycling program. It 
is now possible to recycle these environ-
mentally harmful items by dropping 
them off into the bins in the Jr. Science 

Lab. Your participation 
in this program would 
lend a helping hand in 
the fight to save the 
environment. Another 
example of some of the 
changes that the ESP 
has initiated at Loyola 
is making double-sided 
printing the default for 
all public access print-
ers which greatly re-
duces paper waste. 

 For those who 
would like to join this exciting club, 
please listen to the bulletin for the time 
and location of our meeting.  

Benjamin La Schiazza 

New Teacher Feature: Mme. Nadeau 

ESP: New Year’s Resolutions 
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Are students’ jobs affecting their grades? 
The academic occupations of a student 
may not be considered a job but with 
six hours in school and up to two 
hours of homework a day, it requires 
the same amount of time, energy and 
stress as any full time job. Now that 
report cards have come out, students 
with part-time jobs can clearly see the 
influence of jobs on their grades. 

 98 students from secondary 
four and five were surveyed to deter-
mine whether part-time jobs are af-
fecting their grades. 31% of these stu-
dents currently have a part-time job 
and some of these students work regu-
lar hours after school which they say 
has hurt their overall average.  

 One student said, “It’s tough 
to study for tests and do homework 
when you’re committed to a part-time 
job.” 

 Many of the students, how-
ever, said that having a job is hard 
work but it’s worth the effort. “It’s good 
to have a bit of spending money and 
the overall ex-
perience is re-
warding,” said 
one secondary 
four student. 

 Another 
student said, “I 
don’t think hav-
ing a job has hurt 
my average at all. 
It has made me a 
better person more than anything 
else.” 

 At many high schools, there 
have been cases where students have 
put their jobs before their schoolwork 
and as a result, their grades suffered or 
they even to some extent, dropped out. 

However, this seems to not be a fac-
tor at Loyola. Only one of the 98 stu-
dents surveyed said that work was 
his first priority.  

  Mr 
Greczkowski, 
the school’s 
guidance coun-
cillor, was 
asked whether 
or not part-
time jobs were 
affecting 
grades at 
Loyola. “No, I 

believe that part-time jobs are bene-
ficial for students and I will never 
discourage a student from taking a 
part-time job. They’re a great way for 
a student to explore future career 
opportunities. They also teach re-

(Continued on page 18) 

The ultimate dream for 
someone needing an organ transplant 
is to get one immediately. Unfortu-
nately, organs are not 
always readily avail-
able at the local hospi-
tal when required. 
This causes years of 
waiting and in most 
cases, the years be-
come costly. In Can-
ada, an average of 5 
people die each week 
awaiting the generous 
gift of a viable organ.  

 Luckily, this 
kind of tragedy may 
one day be a thing of the past. A re-
search team associated with the Uni-
versity of Minnesota recently made a 
stunning breakthrough. They re-grew 
a dead rat’s heart. Dr. Doris A. Tay-
lor, head researcher of the project, 
explains that they took a dead rat’s 
heart, cleaned out the cells, and in-
jected living rat stem cells into the 

remaining scaffolding. After 2 weeks 
of growth, the heart unexpectantly 
began to pump a small amount of 

blood, equivalent to 
about 2% of what a 
healthy heart would 
pump.  

 As much as 
this is a stunning 
achievement, what 
does this mean for 
the human race? For 
starters, if the tech-
nique can be mas-
tered, organs can be 
made voluntarily and 
provide hope for 

those who are waiting for a donation. 
However this kind of medical treat-
ment, according to Dr. Taylor, is at 
least 10 years away. 

  While it may seem like a 
long wait, it will be well worth it. Al-
though it is costly, scientists will be 
able to grow an organ such as a liver 

to match a specific body type. This 
will allow for everyone to have access 
to an organ grown from their own 
genetic requirements so the body can-
not reject the organ when it is im-
planted. 

 Other advances in the sci-
ence of cloning and regeneration in-
clude the creation of a two-chamber 
heart by using an inkjet printer. Also, 
scientists have been able to re grow 
the tip of a man’s finger which was 
cut off. These wild ideas are not only 
possible, but they are practiced every-
day by animals. For example, most 
lizards, while being chased by a 
predator, can “shed” their tail to di-
vert their enemies’ attention. 

 All we have to do is learn 
from what is around us in nature and 
before we know it, the seemingly far-
fetched ideas presented in the sci-fi 
movie “The Island” may soon become 
possible. 

Benjamin La Schiazza 

Cloning: a possible future 
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Cloning gone wrong 



Windows Vista is Microsoft’s attempt 
to compete with its greatest competi-
tion Apple. Vista was 
a failure in its pro-
duction. Many fea-
tures that Microsoft 
said would be imple-
mented into the new 
operating system 
were not, and many 
disadvantages arose 
after release. The 
largest of these was 
the implementation 
of a new file system. 
A file system is a 
process for storing 
and arranging com-
puter files and the data they contain 
to make them easy to locate and ac-
cess. 

What are the disadvantages 
with Vista? An interview with Mr. 
Bartlet and Mr. Houston was con-
ducted to answer this question. Mr. 
Bartlet stated that “Vista takes up a 
lot of resources to run, mostly because 
of the new graphics” this results in 

“slow performance,” from the operat-
ing system. Although this is a prob-

lem Vista is not a 
user friendly system. 
It has “many annoy-
ing features, such as 
the pop up that ap-
pears whenever you 
want to do some-
thing”. Mr. Bartlet 
acknowledged “Vista 
has a new learning 
curve to it, and XP 
users will find it dif-
ficult to use the new 
user interface.” How-
ever Mr. Houston 
had different 

thoughts saying “Vistas’ new interface 
is garbage.” 

So what should you do if you 
do not want to use Windows anymore? 
There are two options you can take. 
You could switch to Mac or to a Linux 
based operating system (such as Ub-
untu). Mr. Houston confirmed that “if 
you were getting a laptop Mac is a 
good choice. Their desktop value ra-

tios are not good.  Thus, you get more 
for your money with a Windows ma-
chine then Mac. But Macs are essen-
tially two computers in one due to its 
new Boot Camp feature, which allows 
the user to run Mac OSX and Win-
dows on the same computer.”  

 As a precaution people need 
to realize the reason why Mac is safer 
then Vista is because of its market 
share. Currently Windows has 
roughly 92% of the operating system 
market share, while Macintosh has 
7%, and Linux 1%. Because Windows 
has such a large hold over the market 
hackers can do more damage cracking 
Windows than Mac OSX. Considering 
Mac’s market share is increasing 
their security will inevitably decrease. 

Despite the fall of Vista, Mi-
crosoft still marches on and is cur-
rently in the production of their next 
operating system, codenamed 
“Vienna.” 

By Shawn Coverini 

the Loyola Auditorium, she explained 
some of her interesting personal his-

tory and what it is that 
drives her to write. She 
also spoke a little about 
each of her books. 

The main theme in her 
lecture was fate --- how, in 
some way, everything is 
cut and pasted from the 
beginning. She high-
lighted this point when 
giving the audience a sum-
mary of the story of her 
life. She personally feels 
that she was born to be a 
writer. Despite the obsta-

cles that arose in front of her, which 
either distracted her from this ulti-
mate goal, or pushed her farther away 
from it, she still managed to get back 

Meg Rosoff is an author. She came 
across the ocean from England to 
North America, though she 
was originally born in Bos-
ton. She is interesting. She 
is cool. Smart. Funny. Meg 
Rosoff was born to be an 
author. She said so herself. 
Meg Rosoff came to Loyola 
and Meg Rosoff was fantas-
tic. 

On Thursday, Feb-
ruary 14th, Meg Rosoff, au-
thor of acclaimed novels 
How I Live Now and What I 
Was (not to mention a few 
other interesting works) 
came to Loyola High School after a 
tour around various cities in North 
America, including Chicago and To-
ronto.  In a one-hour session, held in 

on track.  

 Early in her life, she worked 
hard at everything. She was a “Straight
-A” student, but as she explained, it 
was only because people pushed her to 
do that, by saying things along the lines 
of “You need to be good at everything.”  
She worked hard straight until univer-
sity, when she got into Harvard. After 
only a short while there, however, she 
realized that she was honestly tired of 
working her guts out. She moved to 
England and began studies at an art 
school, where she practiced steel sculp-
ture. She eventually moved back to 
New York, and played bass guitar in a 
rock band. After a while in New York, 
and after getting a degree in English, 
she forgot about writing. She began a 

(Continued on page 15) 

The downfall of  Windows Vista operating system 

The Day Meg Rosoff came to town  
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qu’ils arrêtent de jouer pour que Thri-
ce puisse commencer.  Finalement, 
après beaucoup de patience, “Thrice” 
a commencé à jouer.  Ce groupe était 
tout simplement incroyable. Leur pre-
mière chanson a été “Digital Sea”, qui 
est une de mes favorites de leur nou-
vel album “The Alchemy Index”.  Cet 
album est aussi incroyablement bon 
et consiste en quatre parties avec des 
effets et des qualités différentes.  
 Thrice a eu le temps de jouer 
environ dix-huit chansons dans une 
heure et demie.  De mon point de vue, 

le concert en général n’était pas si 
pire mais le meilleur groupe était 
“Thrice” sans contredit.  Ils ont beau-
coup de talent et je recommande d’al-
ler les voir la prochaine fois qu’ils 
viennent à Montréal.   
 Aussi, je pense que la pro-
chaine fois, on devrait avoir le droit 
d’apporter des caméras pour capturer 
ce fantastique groupe musical, 
“Thrice”. 

Ryan Murphy 

 La dernière fois que le groupe 
musical “Thrice” est venu à Montréal, 
c’est en 2004.  Or, ils sont venus le 16 
Fevrier 2008 avec deux autres grou-
pes : “Attack in Black” et “Say Any-
thing”. Le concert a debuté avec 
“Attack in Black” qui on joué sept 
chansons et ils étaient plutôt ordinai-
re si on les compare à “Thrice.” Or, ils 
étaient quand même pas si mal.  Le 
deuxième groupe était “Say any-
thing”.  Ce groupe là était terrible. Ils 
étaient le plus groupe le plus mauvais 
du concert. Je voulais simplement 

la décision étaient : La Grande-
Bretagne, la France, l’Allemagne et 
les États Unis. Ces pays ont dit que le 
Kosovo est un pays qui a besoin d’un 
nouveau départ. Ils ont dit que pour 
assurer un bon futur pour les habi-
tants du Kosovo, le pays a besoin de 
l’indépendance pour crée la paix entre 
les multitudes de cultures. 

 Les pays contre l’indépendan-
ce de Kosovo étaient: l’Espagne et la 
Grèce. Ces pays ont contesté que l’in-
dépendance du Kosovo va créer des 
problèmes pour les pays collés sur le 
Kosovo. Les pays ont déjà de gros pro-
blèmes et une action discutable com-
me celle-ci pourra créer de plus gros 
conflits. 

 C’est certain que les deux 
côtés possèdent des arguments vali-
des. D’après moi,   c’est la Chine qui a 

Le 18 février 2008, demeurera une 
journée inoubliable pour les habitants 
du Kosovo car cette journée marque 
l’indépendance de la province située 
en Europe. Au moment de l’annonce, 
le débat a commencé pour savoir si la 
journée aura des conséquences positi-
ves ou négatives pour le nouveau 
pays. 

 Le Kosovo est une province 
avec une multitude de cultures. Pen-
dant les dernières vingtaines d’an-
nées,  cette population multiculturelle 
a crée des problèmes pour la province. 
Pendant les années 90, la province a 
eu une longue lutte violente pour ga-
gner son indépendance. 

 Après l’indépendance du Ko-
sovo, les pays de l’Union européenne 
ont réagi à la décision avec des émo-
tions mixtes. Les pays en faveur avec 

pris la meilleure position sur le Koso-
vo. Les représentants de la Chine ont 
protesté contre l’indépendance du 
Kosovo à cause des conséquences que 
cela pourrait créer. Ils ont dit que la 
meilleure solution est pour le Kosovo 
et la Serbie de trouver un accord suite 
à des conversations entre les deux 
côtés.  

 Cela va prendre des mois ou 
même des années pour savoir quels 
pays ont pris la bonne décision sur 
l’indépendance du Kosovo car le dra-
me se déroule encore. Le destin du  
pays du Kosovo n’est pas encore fina-
lisé, mais ce qui est certain c’est que 
la conclusion va avoir des effets au-
tour du monde. 

Sean Messenger 

  

Concert de “Thrice” 

Semaine de Francais 

Le Kosovo est enfin libre 

PAGE 8 NEWSLETTER TITLE VOLUME V,  ISSUE IV 

In recognition of French Week at Loyola, The Loyola News is print-
ing a selection of articles written in French by Loyola students on the 
next couple of pages. Enjoy and Joyeux de Semaine de Francais! 
 



Venditti et Soubry, ont représenté Loyola au concours 
d'art oratoire français organisé par la QAIS 

Semaine de Francais 

trouvons là ce que nous pensons être 
l'univers musical. On ne peut donc 
plus trouver la satisfaction d'avoir 
initié quelqu'un à un groupe,  car tout 
le monde écoute la même chose. On ne 
peut pas avoir d'opinion à propos d'un 
genre de musique, car nos émotions 
suivent le tempo des palmarès. La 
diversité musicale a disparu et s'est 
fait remplacer par une espèce de 
bouillie fade. Sommes-nous des bébés 
qui devont nous faire nourrir à la cuil-
ler? 

 Nous avons cessé de considé-
rer la musique comme un art; nous 
l'utilisons maintenant comme bande 
sonore pour rendre plus supportables 
les moments pénibles de nos vies. 
Preuve de fait: en effectuant les der-
nières modifications à ce discours, j'ai 
passé à travers deux ou trois albums 
de David Bowie et un des Beatles. De 
plus, les lecteurs  portatifs deviennent 
de moins en moins utiles et de plus en 
plus à la mode. On n'en achète pas 
parce qu'on veut écouter de la musi-
que, mais plutôt parce qu'on veut ac-
cessoiriser! Les iPods, avec leurs cour-
bes alléchantes, leurs publicités atti-
rantes, leurs quinze modèles en sept 
ans et les cinquante-six mille acces-
soires qui viennent avec,  y compris 
les étuis en cuir, les écrans protec-
teurs, les chaussettes, les brassards, 
les télécommandes radios et j'en pas-
se, ont dépassé le stade de technologie 
pour devenir l'équivalent du sac à 
main Gucci. Somme toute, nous 
n'écoutons plus, nous entendons. Cet-
te vulgarisation de l'art me rend fran-
chement triste, car on ne ressent pas 
la même émotion lorsqu'on écoute une 
chanson dans le train que lorsqu'on y 
prête l'oreille de bonne grâce et avec 
la véritable intention de l'écouter et 
de comprendre l'émotion qu'elle porte. 
La musique deviendra banale et insi-
gnifiante si nous ne ranimons pas la 
passion qui enflammait les musiciens 

d'autrefois. 

 En Grèce antique, là où Pla-
ton attribua à la musique de si hautes 
qualités, on devait assister à des réci-
tals publics ou apprendre comment 
jouer d'un instrument soi-même pour 
être capable d'entendre certaines des 
compositions plus complexes de l'épo-
que. Les morceaux de musique étaient 
donc légèrement modifiés par l'esprit 
des musiciens chaque fois qu'ils 
étaient joués. La véritable inspiration 
provenait de l'imperfection et de l'im-
provisation des musiciens, qui ne 
jouaient que pour la joie de l'art, sen-
timent qui se fait encore ressentir de 
nos jours lorsqu'on assiste à n'importe 
quel concert. L'âme de la musique ne 
survit que lorsque la musique est 
jouée pour quelqu'un—ne serait-ce 
que soi-même—ou lorsqu'elle est véri-
tablement écoutée. Combien de gens 
s'asseoient confortablement avec l'in-
tention d'écouter de la musique et de 
l'apprécier à sa juste valeur? La musi-
que est devenue un complément des 
autres arts—on l'écoute en lisant, en 
écrivant, on l'entend dans les films et 
les galeries d'art, mais jamais n'est-
elle considérée comme une chose à 
laquelle il faut prêter une attention 
particulière. Il faut reprendre en main 
ce magnifique art quasi-oublié et ap-
prendre de nouveau comment appré-
cier la musique, peu importe le genre. 

 Si Platon donnait à la musi-
que des qualités aussi inspirantes il y 
a des milliers d'années, il serait bien 
désemparé en voyant l'état du cin-
quième art de nos jours. La musique 
est passée d'un art spécial et inspi-
rant à une bande sonore répétée ad 
nauseam à partir de nos radios et de 
nos iPods. Peu de gens dévouent une 
partie de leur temps libre à écouter les 
notes et le silence qui les séparent ou 

(Continued on page 19) 

 Les 12 et 19 février derniers, 
deux élèves, soit Alexander Venditti 
(1B) et Bernard Soubry (5A), ont 
représenté Loyola Alexander et Ber-
nard ont livré leurs discours avec brio 
et nous les félicitons chaleureusement 
pour leurs excellentes prestations. 

Madame Nadeau  
pour le département de français 

 
Bernard Soubry  

«La musique donne une âme à nos 
coeurs et des ailes à la pensée»—

Platon  

Il y a bien longtemps, la musique était 
un art. Elle inspirait, adoucissait les 
moeurs, donnait une âme à nos coeurs 
et des ailes à la pensée. Malheureuse-
ment, je commence à croire que la 
musique des temps modernes a perdu 
ses qualités anciennes. Sa vulgarisa-
tion et sa reproduction l'ont transfor-
mée en un bouche-trou (ou un bouche-
oreilles) qui a cessé d'inspirer la popu-
lation et l'a enchaînée au banal; de 
plus, il me semble que moins en moins 
de gens prennent un réel plaisir à 
écouter de la musique. 

 Je crois qu'une censure com-
mence à s'effectuer non par interdic-
tion mais plutôt par excès dans notre 
société. L'industrie de la musique pri-
vilégie la quantité au détriment de la 
qualité musicale. Les lecteurs mp3 
sont maintenant capables d'enregis-
trer jusqu'à  40 000 chansons qui peu-
vent être jouées n'importe où, n'im-
porte quand. Nous dévouons des chaî-
nes de télévison entières aux vidéos 
de musique populaire. Ce sont nous, 
les jeunes, qui sommes les plus tou-
chés. Lorsque des canaux comme Mu-
siquePlus et MTV diffusent à s'en 
laisser tomber les oreilles les plus 
récents succès, la majorité d'entre 
nous ne cherchons même plus : nous 
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Super Sensei-Kashimura 

Boy Scout too. He owns a BMW mo-
torcycle and has tried jet skiing as 
well.  

          That being 
said, Sensei does not 
always enjoy the 
tournament type of 
sport. He prefers 
sports where you can 
challenge yourself to 
do better, so that you 
are only working to 
better yourself and 
not to necessarily win 
over others. 

          In Kashimura-
Sensei’s hometown of 
Sukagawa, it is inter-
esting to note, there 

is also an annual Torch Festival, 
which began four hundred years ago. 
It involves the lighting of many 
smaller torches, which by the end of 
the night forms a 25 metre tall 
“Super” torch. 
The festival is 
held in Novem-
ber. It was per-
haps started 
when, back in 
Feudal Times, 
the Sukagawan 
king died and 
his people held 
a light festival 
to mourn his 
passing.  

          When 
asked what 
differences he noticed between mar-
tial arts clubs here in North America 
and those in Japan, he remarked how 
here, we tend to use and train with 
weapons earlier than in Japan. How-
ever, he believes that the spirit of the 
martial arts stay the same in both 
Japan and North America, with the 
essence staying true.  

          When the topic came up, Kashi-

mura-Sensei said that his opinion of 
Loyola is that it is a “Big school” and 
that it looks like a “Great school.”  

          Kashimura sensei was very 
happy to have gotten to train here in 
Montreal, because it means that he is 
able to reach out internationally 
(between nations) with the sharing of 
his knowledge of aikido.   

Sensei made a fantastic point to end 
the interview as well. He explained 
how, in a very uncertain world, aikido 
is good culture. Though it is Japanese 
in nature, it applies to all peoples.  

          Aikido, in Japanese, literally 
means “The Way of Harmony with 
Ki.” “Ki” is the Japanese term for 
“Energy,” which in this context, ap-
plies to the “Universal Energy” which 
surrounds each and every one of us. 
This means that aikido is a martial 
art which teaches the way of harmo-
nizing with all of that which sur-

rounds you in 
life. Aikido is in 
essence human 
feelings, like 
peace, love, and 
that which 
comes from the 
heart. It is a 
physical expres-
sion of that 
which we cannot 
express in 
words. As Sen-
sei-Kashimura 
stated, Aikido 
has begun to 

reach out internationally, to people of 
varied ethnicity, religion and age.  
 
Aikido has no limits.  
Aikido: No borders.  

 
By Mark Weissfelner, with sincere 
thanks to Sensei-Kashimura, Mr. 
Bush, and Mr. Houston. 
 

Kashimura-Sensei, the high-level Ai-
kido Master who visited Montreal 
from Sukagawa, Japan, graciously 
granted the Loyola news a fantastic 
interview. Just to 
note, some of the con-
tent of the interview 
is also included in the 
accompanying article: 
“Aikido: The Way of 
Harmony with Ki – 
Universal Energy.” 

          Kashimura-
sensei began training 
in Aikido a full 29 
years ago. When 
asked why, he ex-
plained that he began 
aikido training 
mainly to stay 
healthy. Another reason was because 
his brother, who had attained a 3rd 
grade black belt in judo in university, 
had asked him to begin as well.  

          Kashimura Sensei began train-
ing under Takashi, Suzuki-Sensei, 
who was considered a “Grand-Master” 
of Aikido.  

          Kashimura-sensei is not a full-
time aikido practitioner. That is to 
say that he also has another job: Ka-
shimura-sensei is a photographer by 
day.  

          In Japan, as he put it, it is 
sometimes possible that an amateur 
martial arts student may surpass a 
person who does the martial art in the 
professional field, because martial 
arts are so engrained in traditional 
Japanese culture. Kashimura-Sensei’s 
former teacher, Suzuki Takashi Sen-
sei, was one such person.  

          Sensei Kashimura, however, 
does not only practice aikido in his 
free time. He is also an avid skier, 
with a license to teach skiing in Ja-
pan. He enjoys many outdoor sports 
like swimming, and he is a master 



on the power play until a shorthanded 
goal by Vincent Massey blew the wind 

out of Loyola’s sails. They 
never did return to their 
characteristically in-
tense, disciplined play 
and lost by a score of 6-3. 
 The Juvenile 
Warriors played excellent 
hockey toward the end of 
the season and despite 
having the odds stacked 
against them in the play-
offs, came away with 
stunning victories over 

College Francais and Bourget to win a 
trip to the finals against arch rivals 
L.C.C.  The rivalry was particularly 

intense this year, featuring epic bat-
tles in regular season and tournament 
play. After jumping out to a 1-0, 
L.C.C. proved to be too much for 
Loyola and scored four answered 
goals to win the championship 4-1. 
 The Loyola News would like 
to congratulate the following players 
who played Loyola hockey for all of 
their five years at the high school, 
gave much blood, sweat and tears, 
and are excellent role models for all 
high school athletes: Michael Pul-
trone, Ryan Boyd, Thomas Ricci and 
Connor McRae.   
 

Despite having two teams in the city 
championship hockey finals on Tues-
day, February 26, Loyola 
could not capture the gold 
and both the Peewee 
Scouts and Juvenile War-
riors fell to their oppo-
nents. The Scouts had a 
successful season, finish-
ing the regular season at 
12-3 and in first place in 
their division. After a 
semi-final victory over 
Laval, the Tribe advanced 
to their fourth-straight 
city final and were up against Vincent 
Massey. After falling behind 3-0, the 
Scouts battled back to 3-2 and were 

Warriors and Scouts lose in hockey finals 

Aikido is unlike other martial arts in that it 
does not involve 
punches or kicking 
techniques. Rather, 
aikido arose from 
jujitsu, a martial art 
practised in the times 
of Samurai in Japan, 
which involved grap‐
pling techniques and 
hand to hand com‐
bat.  

However, in time, 
martial arts them‐
selves have changed 

(Continued from page 1) as well. Wars are fought with firearms and 
remote weapons today, instead of hand‐
to‐hand combat as it was long ago.  

Jujitsu, which had not 
only been a martial art 
before, but a way of 
survival on the battle‐
field, was now unnec‐
essary in everyday life. 
When aikido was de‐
veloped, it took this 
into account, resulting 
in a martial art which 
could be considered to 
contain some com‐
mentary on modern 
life.  

Aikido Club, continued from page 1 
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          Sensei‐Kashimura also made a point of 
explaining how Aikido is a martial art that 
allows great growth, in both the physical and 
spiritual aspects of one’s life. This is because, 
in aikido, there is great freedom to learn, 
and no set limit. The idea behind Aikido is to 
“Free Your Mind,” the premise of which 
would be (translated from Japanese) 
“Moving Zen.” 

          The ultimate goal of aikido in an actual 
conflict is to stop any further hostile action 
and maintain peace in the given situation. In 
many other martial arts, the goal is to not 
only stop the conflict, but to defeat your 
opponent in the process. In aikido, the only 
goal to using the martial art is to stop the 
conflict from escalating: To simply stop it 
dead in its tracks.  

          Aikido is an extremely interesting mar‐
tial art to study and practise. It is unique in 
nature, and certainly worthy of the attention 
is has received from the international martial 
arts community. Anybody interested in a 
new martial arts experience should definitely 
give it a try.  

          The Loyola Aikido Club meets every 
Friday a little after 3:00 pm in the Wrestling 
Room. Shorts or sweatpants, and a tee shirt 
are required dress.  
 
By Mark Weissfelner 

LHS 



Most swimmers agree with this deci-
sion, commenting that they can still 
eat on the bus and get to the pool 
much faster.  

Also new to the team this 
year are head coach, Mr. Ryan, and 
assistant coach, Mr. Moore. Former 
coach, Mr. Hein, who stepped down 
from his position to take on the chal-
lenge of coaching football, tagged 
along to the last meet to sub-in for 
Mr. Moore. When asked what he 
thought about Mr. Ryan taking over 
the reins of the Swim Team, Mr. Hein 
stated that he was, “very pleased with 
this decision, because [Mr. Ryan is] 
not only a great guy,” and a confident 
leader, but also a swimmer himself, 
and thus, “the right man for the job.” 
Many swimmers said that they miss 
Coach Hein, and were thrilled to see 
him at the last meet. However, they 
are impressed by Mr. Ryan’s dedica-
tion and inspirational leadership, as 
well as his knowledge and passion for 
the sport of swimming.  

In an interview with the 
Loyola News, Mr. Ryan said that he 
can see the team doing well this year 
due to its strong swimmers. He men-
tioned that although the team is 
smaller this year, this gives swim-
mers more of a chance to swim in dif-
ferent events. He added that he wants 
to give anybody who wants to swim 
the opportunity to do so. As well, he 
said that swimming appeals to many 
people because of its short season and 
fun, yet competitive atmosphere. 

When asked if swim meets are easier 
to organize than other sporting 
events, he replied that everyone 
thinks they are easy, but they’re not. 
“There is a lot of prep work to do at 
the meets,” including timing the 
swimmers and assigning pool lanes 
for the races. He was grateful for all 
of Coach Hein and Coach Moore’s 
help, and wondered if the Loyola 
Scorekeeper’s Club “could help us 
out.”  

Many new swimmers enjoyed 
the experience of Loyola’s first meets 
and many team members have quali-
fied for the finals, which are on Feb-
ruary 19th, at the Point Claire Aquatic 
Club. Those who have not will con-
tinue to have the opportunity to do so 
at the next two meets. 

When asked for a final com-
ment, Mr. Hein said that “everyone 
has positive character,” and that he is 
proud of them. Mr. Ryan was all 
smiles, as he said, “It seems like eve-
ryone is relaxed and having fun, yet 
competitive when their hands touch 
the water. I am looking forward to 
future meets and seeing the potential 
of each and every swimmer.” 

If students want to be in-
volved in a team that is both competi-
tive and fun, they are encouraged to 
contact Mr. Ryan to join the Swim 
Team. After all, as one swimmer 
pointed out, “Whether we win or lose, 
we are still Warriors.” 

By Seán Duffy 

The Loyola Swim Team’s 
2008 season began with a splash at 
the Centre Aquatique Côte-des-Neiges 
with their first meet on January 16th, 
and their second on January 23rd. 
Many familiar faces returned to the 
challenge of competing in timed com-
petitions at the Bantam, Midget, and 
Juvenile levels, hoping to qualify for 
the prestige of swimming in the 
GMAA’s final meet. The events were 
the same as in the past—at the first 
meet, 50m Freestyle and Butterfly, 
100m Individual Medley, and the 
popular 200m Freestyle Relay; at the 
second, 50m Backstroke and Breast-
stroke, 100m Freestyle, and the 200m 
Medley Relay. However, several as-
pects of the team had changed. 

The usual trip to the pool had 
been a long ride on the 105-bus route, 
followed by a short metro trip to  
Plamondon station, throughout which 
the swimmers ate their lunch. How-
ever, after an incident last year where 
a student was mugged in the shady 
metro station, it was decided that it 
would be much safer for the students 
to travel on a chartered school bus. 

 The Loyola Braves went to 
Lindsay Place with an 11-3 record, 
looking to continue their hot streak 
against the undefeated Eagles. All 
that the Braves needed to do was to 
believe, believe that they were able to 
win, and to go out there and do there 
best. But all that confidence was 
pretty much destroyed after the first 

few minutes with the Braves already 
down by 10. One of the reasons the 
game was so one-sided was due to the 
fact that the game was played at a 
very fast pace -  not really the style of 
the Braves. 
 Despite the quarterfinal loss, 
the Braves had a great season and 
showed that they were a dedicated 

team, with all the practices and hard 
fought games. Each individual on the 
team is to thank for the success of the 
season, especially highest scorer Jon 
Eccles, and a special thanks to Mr. 
Campanelli and Mr. Ruscito for their 
effort with the team.  

By Peter Dranias and Phil Palisaitis 

Swim team’s season begins with a splash 

Bantam Braves basketball loses in quarterfinals 

PAGE 12 THE LOYOLA NEWS VOLUME V,  ISSUE IV 

Chris Kavanagh 



The tension ran high as Loyola 
boarded the bus for their last away 
meet against their formidable oppo-
nents K.S.S. You could say that the 
younger wrestlers had to deal with 
the intimidation factor, as they were 
all told of the power that K.S.S holds 
on the wrestling mat. Every single 
match fought was fought gallantly, 
but the only wrestler to win his match 
against K.S.S was Geoff Morton, and 
for that we commend him. At the end 
of the day, all the wrestling warriors 
felt they had done all they could and 
boarded the bus home for a well de-
served sleep. 
 The road to wrestling star-
dom held many challenges for the 
Warriors on January 22nd, where they 
hosted a dual meet against Selwyn 
House and LaSalle at home. Even 
with home mat advantage, the warri-
ors were extremely hard-pressed to 
look good and perform better than the 
week before at K.S.S. Expectations 
were met and with great success. 
Every match up was fought hard and 
long. The end result was quite pleas-
ing, with many of our more experi-
enced wrestlers winning their 
matches.  Loyola lost the meet by a 
score of 38-36. LaSalle High is known 
for their wrestling coach, a man of 
great experience, and each of our 
wrestlers were sweating gallons to 
face off against what he would throw 
at us. However, the wrestling warri-
ors prevailed, winning the meet 41-
33. 
 The day every wrestler in 
Loyola has been waiting for has come 
and gone quite quickly; the 38th An-

nual Ed Meagher Winter Sports Tour-
nament. For some veteran wrestlers, 
it was the last Ed Meagher Tourna-
ment they would participate in, but 
they made the best of it and walked 
out with great memories to keep. As 
always, the two visiting schools were 
Selwyn House and K.S.S. All three 
teams put up outstanding fights but 
K.S.S dominated once again and 
added to their twelve year winning 
streak. Two Loyola wrestlers won gold 
medals for their individual weight 
classes; Andrew Racanelli, in the 
84lbs weight class and Geoff Morton, 
in the 160lbs weight class. The most 
exciting match up that day, did not 
however come from one of our wres-
tlers, but pitted the Selwyn House 
heavyweight Greg Rossy against the 
K.S.S captain, Tatie Mosses. Indeed, 
as the gym floor shook, both Selwyn 
AND Loyola were cheering on Rossy 
for the win, but he came up short af-
ter a long tiring match. A huge con-
gratulations goes to the wrestling 
warriors for their superb effort in the 
Ed Meagher Tournament!  
 Finally, the moment has 
come, for the wrestling warriors to 
show the real stuff that drives them 
forward. The warriors hit the road to 
K.S.S where the G.M.A.A finals were 
held once again. Anxiety and excite-
ment hang in the air as the team rode 
the bus, which meant everyone was 
ready to give it all they had. The day 
went smoothly to the delight of Mr. 
Schnitzer with both wins and losses 
for the warriors.  
 One extremely strange match
-up is worth reciting. Veteran wres-
tler Bobby Griffin had a scheduled 
fight halfway through the day in his 
lighter-weight category and his oppo-
nent apparently made a mistake to 
his fight, so he fought Bobby and 
Bobby beat him down. It’s also worth 
mentioning that Bobby’s opponent 
was fifty pounds heavier then him.  
 It seems that throughout the 
day, the ten plus schools that at-
tended the finals were all gearing to 
go against K.S.S and no matter what 
team they were on, the warriors and 
every other school cheered each other 

against the home team anyway.  
 The wrestling Warriors won 
some medals of their own as well and 
deserve to be mentioned. Anthony  
Racanelli won a gold medal and Peter 
Limeburner won a silver medal in 
their category. Justin Matteo won a 
silver medal after a hard fight in the 
finals and Geoff Morton won a bronze 
medal in the wrestling category that 

Killer Season for Warriors Wrestling 
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Gold medal winners Anthony 
Racanelli and Peter Limeburner 
(left to right). 

Silver medal winner Justin 
Matteo (left) and bronze 
medal winner Geoffrey  
Morton. 

was rightly deemed to have all the 
“all-stars” in it.   
 Congratulations to the 07-08 
wrestling warriors on a well fought 
season. Huge thanks go out to the 
coaches Mr. Schnitzer, Stephen  
D’Intino, and Alex and Sandy Dyas 
for all the hard work and sweat they 
contributed and left on the mat. 
 
By Mateo Modafferi 



Joey Dalleva, and Jesse Seravo. To-
gether, the four of them made one 
funny team. The jokes never stopped; 
from a simple play on words, to a com-
plete costume mixup, these four 
brought the crowd to laughter. The 
sound systems and lights were at 
their best, and the judges were at 
their sharpest. In fact, these were 
some of the best judges I’ve seen yet! 
One of them was even a famous rock 
and roll guitarist; Andy Snoddy of The 
Stars. What a night!  Such talent! 

 And finally, the winner 
was… The 80’s Tennis All-Stars! Af-
ter a few short rock filled hours, the 
place went wild. Trevor Ayre, Ben 
Beland, Marc Beland, Jeremie Le-
gault and Andrew Novosad (the band 
members) were ecstatic after their 
hard work paid off. The band played 
Give it Away and Walk This Way in 
the elimination round. But their win-
ning song was All These Things That 

I’ve Done. And after a great victory, 
they celebrated with the Immigrant 
Song. But not only was their music 
great, so were their eccentric cos-
tumes! When later asked how he felt 
about winning, lead singer Jeremie 
Legault said with a smile: "I've been 
working hard for it since secondary 
two, so it was a really happy feeling; 
kind of surreal!" 

Let’s not forget the coordina-
tors along with the entire Battle of 
the Bands committee who did a fan-
tastic job putting such a great show 
together.  The young 80’s Tennis All-
Stars are sure to have a bright future 
up ahead of them in the music indus-
try. And good luck next time to all the 
other great bands. My rating? Four 
thumbs up, see you again next year! 

Christos Simitsakos 

 January 18, 2008 Loyola 
High School hosted its third ever Bat-
tle of the Bands. And what a night it 
was! Hilarious MCs, Guitar Hero, 
great judges and a sellout crowd fill-
ing the entire Loyola Auditorium. But 
most importantly, was the great mu-
sic, played by the fantastic young and 
aspiring rock bands: The Moolez, Fa-
vorite Worst Nightmare, Inheritance, 
A Squeak of Evil, 80’s Tennis All 
Stars, LockBox Understatement, 
Fallen Forever, Right on Red, and 
The Real Horrorshow. No word can 
sum up this awesome night:. The feel-
ing was electric.  “It was a rush, hav-
ing all those people cheering for you, 
hearing your name in the crowd, 
makes you feel like you belong up 
there,” said Jonathon Lanni of Lock-
Box Understatement. 

To add to the exciting at-
mospehere, were the show’s hosts: 
Sean Messenger, Domenico Michetti, 

Loyola Rocks at the Battle of the Bands 

Arts & Entertainment 

PAGE 14 THE LOYOLA NEWS VOLUME V,  ISSUE IV 



career in journalism, and saw signs of 
being in the wrong job after some 
harsh job trouble. Though she worked 
at the New York Times for close to ten 
years, she saw herself as being the 
“Surly Minion” of journalism. When 
her boss left the office to go into ad-
vertisement, and she was offered the 
chance to join him, she ended up hav-
ing to reflect on life, and declined the 
offer, deciding to go back to England.  

In England once again, she 
met and married her husband, a 
painter, and she began thinking once 
again about writing. She was, how-
ever, certain that she would only be-
gin writing when she was older, per-
haps writing a great piece of litera-
ture at 70 years old. It was only until 
her sister died from cancer, at thirty-
nine years old, that Meg realized that 
she had no guarantee to live so long. 

Meg Rosoff wrote her first 
book with the help of an Australian 

(Continued from page 7) illustrator, and became rather serious 
about writing. She felt that she was 
good at the writing part of novel-
making, but that she was not so tal-
ented at making plots. It was at this 
point that she realized that you can 
“Steal” plots, in a way (as in taking 
parts of something you’ve already 
heard about and putting your own 
twist on it – obviously not plagiariz-
ing). She wrote a controversial horse 
book, and mentioned how fate had a 
way of playing in the publication of it.  

To get the book published by the peo-
ple she wanted it to be published by, 
she had to write another book, which 
is where her fantastic novel, How I 
Live Now, came about. The book was 
written in three months, and, as Meg 
Rosoff put it, the book was typed as 
fast as she could think. How I Live 
Now went up for auction in the U.K., 
and then in the U.S. Soon enough, 
Meg Rosoff had enough money to quit 
her job. However, the week that the 
novel hit book store shelves, Meg Ro-
soff was diagnosed with cancer. She 

did, however, survive, and continues 
to write to this day. 

To end off the presentation, 
she read a few excerpts from each of 
her novels, and then took some ques-
tions. It was at this point that Meg 
Rosoff revealed that what it is that 
drives her to write is panic: The idea 
that she may not even have enough 
time on Earth to finish the book she 
wants to write. She also mentioned 
how writer’s block is a luxury, and 
that, if you feel plagued by it, you just 
have to turn your brain on automatic, 
and do something else for a while.  

Meg Rosoff was interesting, 
funny and inspiring. Loyola was lucky 
to get a visit from such an individual, 
and thanks certainly goes out to all 
those who made the event possible. 
(Thank you Mr. Bednarczyk and Ms. 
Landry!) 
 
Meg Rosoff’s Novels, How I Live Now, 
What I Was, and Justin Case are 
available at the Loyola Library.  

Meg Rosoff, continued from Page 7 
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Upcoming shows in Montreal 
March would be The Hives, Sum 41 
and The Foo Fighters. Then, March 
16, the infamous return of the bass 
driven electro maniacs, Justice, play-
ing at CEPSUM At University of 
Montreal. If you didn’t catch them in 
October, then now is your chance to 
witness one crazy night.  
 That sums up the highlights 
for the month of February and March 
in shows, so be sure to check out a few 
sick shows, that can possibly (and will 
probably) change your lives. Forever.  

 
Jordano Aguzzi, The Music Guy 

 As the months of February 
and March are approaching, so are 
the likes of some great rock shows. 
Silverstein comes into town Febru-
ary 9, bringing along the likes of Pro-
test The Hero, illScarlett and The 
Devil Wears Prada. This will be one 
intense show because it brings along 
bands from all different directions of 
the scene, hardcore to ska to metal to 
punk. It is show not to be missed.  
 Also in February, Tom 
Delonge’s pride and joy, Angels and 
Airwaves, come into town, this being 
the first time he plays a show in 
Montreal since the breakup of blink-
182. The boss, Bruce Springsteen, 
also plays the Bell Centre on March 2, 
and is sure to sell out the entire place 
with a pack of classic rock fans (and 
most likely, your parents).  
 A few other highlights in 



dents and many more exciting acts 
from the students of Loyola and 
Queen of Angels Academy.  
          Tickets are $10 per adult and 
$5 for students and seniors. It truly 
will be a fun and exciting night. I en-
courage Loyola Students to come out 
to the event on March 29 and enjoy a 
wonderful and enriching evening. See 
you there! 

Lucas Lawton   

          The good news is buzzing! The 
multicultural evening previously run 
by Deacon Stimpson is back, and even 
better! The event is taking place on 
Saturday March 29,  from 5pm to 
9pm. The evening will begin with a 
Mass of Solidarity, followed by a pot-
luck dinner where families will bring 
dishes from various cultural back-
grounds. To finish the night off, the 
cherry on the cake, a talent show! 
Featured acts include the Loyola 
choir, the Loyola Theatre Arts stu-

300. Currently the club is watching 
the second season of the groundbreak-
ing series Rome.  
 If you’re aspiring to be a doc-
tor a basic knowledge of Latin and 
Greek is essential in helping to under-
stand medical terms like Coronary 
Thrombosis. Of the two languages, 
Latin is the easiest to learn and can 
help you if you’re struggling with 
French.  

 For those of you who don’t 
know, the classical languages club 
meets twice a cycle in room 351. In 
this club students are given the op-
portunity to learn how to read and 
translate Latin and Ancient Greek. 
Along with the half hour meetings, 
once a cycle all of the members are 
invited to watch a film relating to 
Roman or Greek society. Past films 
have included Troy, Gladiator and 

 It’s still possible for begin-
ners to join this club. I encourage any 
student who is even remotely inter-
ested in learning the languages of 
perhaps the two greatest civilizations 
of all time, to drop by one of the meet-
ings when they’re announced on The 
Bulletin.  
 
Chris Foster 

Multicultural Evening is back! 

The Classical Languages Club 
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worth of actual movie was spent com-
pletely butchering, not only the cine-
matic masterpiece 300, but also every 
other decent movie in recent history 
with unfunny, overused jokes and 
poorly-executed slapstick humour. 
The list of victims includes, but is not 
limited to, Casino Royale, Rocky Bal-
boa, Spiderman 3 and Transformers. 
Just when my hatred for Meet the 
Spartans was at its fever pitch and 
could not go any higher, enter Ameri-
can Idol and Britney Spears gags, 
devoid of any wittiness or novelty. 
These are the same jokes you’ve been 
seeing on Mad TV for the past five 
years, folks. 

 A word of advice, don’t go see 
this movie. Wasting your money on it 
will only encourage them to make 
more.  

Sweeney Todd: The Demon 
Barber of Fleet Street 
Adapted from the stage production of 
the same name, Sweeney Todd is a 
dark musical about a murderous bar-
ber on a bloody quest for vengeance, 
and one of Tim Burton’s best movies 
yet. At the story’s outset, which is set 
in mid-eighteenth century England, 
Sweeney (Johnney Depp) returns to 
London with a personal vendetta 
against a corrupt judge (Alan Rick-
man) who took everything he loved, 
including his wife and daughter. After 
renting a room above a failing meat 
pie shop, Sweeney and the owner, 
Mrs. Lovett (Helena Bonham-Carter) 
set in motion a gruesome plan which 

(Continued on page 18) 

Meet the Spartans 
Before seeing Meet the Spartans, I 
admit I had my doubts. After Epic 
Movie, I thought the silver screen had 
finally reached a point where movies 
couldn’t possibly get any worse, and 
seeing that film makers were releas-
ing another parody based on one of 
last year’s best movies left me skepti-
cal. But still, I remained cautiously 
optimistic. There was a good chance 
they had learned from their mistakes 
and made something decent, some-
thing worthwhile, something worth 
my ten dollars.  

 At this point I would like to say 
that Meet the Spartans was the abso-
lute worst movie I can recall seeing in 
my fifteen years’ existence. Despite 
being terribly short, the entire hour’s 

Movie Reviews: Meet the Spartans; Sweeney Todd 



Radiohead 

In Rainbows 

By now, you’ve probably heard of Ra-
diohead’s newest release, In Rain-
bows, and if you haven’t, turn in your 
musical license, you are no longer 
allowed to listen to music.  Ever.  
While it was possible to go and 
download the record for free, those of 
us who prefer to pay for the good old 
fashioned CD managed to get our 
grubby little hands on it at the begin-
ning of the year.  Whether that makes 
me honest or incredibly stupid is still 
up on the air. 
          That being said, the album is 
spectacular, and for me, ranks a close 
second best album of the year.  Sorry 
to all Radiohead fans reading this, but 
I still reserve the title of first for 
Feist’sThe Reminder, although feel 
free to disagree.  The entire album 
feels like the greatest impromptu jam 
session ever captured by a mike, and 
sounds like what might happen if you 
were to throw Queens of the Stone 
Age and Broken Social Scene into a 
very large blender.   
          The songs themselves range 
from the dirty garage rock of Bodys-
natchers, to the acoustically driven, 
violin lead mellowness that is Faust 
Arp, although the crowning achieve-
ments of the entire package come 
from the hypnotic drumming of Weird 
Fishes/Arpeggi, and the lazy strum-
ming of House of Cards. 
          In all, In Rainbows is such a 
well put together album, that you 
actually don’t mind forking over 
money for it when you could have got-
ten it for free.  Oh well, whatever 
floats your boat, really. 

 

Robert Plant & Alison Krauss 

Raising Sand 

          I have the utmost respect for 
classic rock bands.  Unlike most of 
today’s fare, they managed to create 
music that stays relevant even after 
twenty or thirty years.  In fact, I’m 

fairly convinced that if atomic bombs 
were to blow the world into little bits 
and pieces of earthy goodness, they 
would probably survive the nuclear 
apocalypse, kind of like Rock & Roll 
cockroaches (rockroaches?).  My only 
grievance is that as the artists get 
older and their leather pants and 
studded jackets become increasingly 
snug, they usually go through a mid-
life crisis stage, releasing subpar van-
ity projects and/or just becoming hor-
rible caricatures of themselves 
(example being Axl Rose, who now 
looks like the Rastafarian Pippi Long-
stocking). 
          Which is why I’m so enthralled 
with Robert Plant, who actually cre-
ates modern works that can hold their 
own against his classics (case in point, 
How the West Was Won. Yes, I know 
it was just a concert recording, but 
still, it’s really freaking good).  His 
newest work, an album of duets with 
Alison Krauss (yeah, I’m not sure who 
she is either), is a bit of change from 
his usual rock leanings, considering 
the entire thing comprises of soft, 
moody blues. 
          How anyone thought that the 
lead singer of Led Zeppelin and a 
country music star could possibly cre-
ate and album of decent blues duets is 
beyond me, but who cares?  The two 
go together like chocolate and peanut 
butter (mmm... Reese’s).  Those accus-
tomed to Plant’s banshee like singing 
will be simultaneously disappointed 
and relieved; the man’s voice is beau-
tifully restrained, which perfectly 
complements Krauss’s syrupy sweet 
coo.  The closest you might get to old 
school Zeppelin would be Gone Gone-
Gone (Done Moved On), where the two 
match each other note for note while 
backed by an upbeat guitar.  During 
the rest of the album, the pair takes 
turns singing backup for one another. 
          While the entire package is 

good enough to throw on repeat for 
quite a while, the more iPod worthy 
tracks from the album include the 
mournful, Robert Plant lead Polly 
Come Home, while Alison Krauss is at 
her peak with Sister Rosetta Goes 
Before Us, which is both eerily creepy 
and hauntingly beautiful. 
          So for those who enjoy a little 
peanut butter with their chocolate (or 
vice-versa), you might want to con-
sider picking up the bizarro bit of 
goodness that is Raising Sand.   

Jeremy McQueen 

Music Reviews: Radiohead; Plant and Krauss 
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Top: Radiohead 
Above: Robert Plant and  
Alison Krauss 



is a welcome twist on the genre. The 
lyrics are interesting, witty, funny, 
sarcastic and cynical all at once, and 
the use of melody only adds to the 
elegance of the film. And while it may 
be considered a horror movie due to 
violence (there’s quite a bit of barber 
knife throat-slitting) the special ef-
fects are meant to seem surreal and 
far-fetched.  

 With Sweeney Todd, the goal 
wasn’t to put the viewer in the vic-
tim’s shoes and frighten you to death, 
as is the case with most of today’s 
horror movies. The film set out to cre-
ate a beautiful story, albeit a brutal 
and tragic one, and it succeeded su-
perbly. 
 
By Alex Callard 

would allow him to exact his revenge 
on the judge, as well as many others, 
and help Mrs. Lovett make a few 
pounds off of her new, secret recipe 
for meat pies.  

 If you’re not a fan of traditional 
musicals, don’t worry; Sweeney Todd 

(Continued from page 16) 

Movie Reviews, continued from page 14  
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sponsibility along with time and 
money managing skills.”  

 When asked if he had any 
advice for students who have a part-
time job but want to maintain their 
grades, Mr Greczkowski responded, “I 
would recommend for a student to 
limit his work hours to 10-15 hours a 
week, anymore would be detrimental 
to his schoolwork. For students who 
feel overwhelmed I would recommend 
making a schedule of your average 
week. Decide what you want to make 

(Continued from page 6) time for, for example social life, work 
and homework. Then get a trusted 
friend or someone you know who will 
give you an objective opinion and get 
them to look at your schedule. You may 
have to reduce the amount of hours you 
work depending on what your goals 
are.” 

 According to the survey, only 
17 % of the students who have part-time 
jobs said that they worked more than 
the “magic number” of 15 hours a week. 
Surprisingly, only 30% of the students 
with part-time jobs said that their over-
all average was affected by their job. 

The majority of students who didn’t 
have part-time jobs said that they only 
worked during the summer to ensure 
that their grades weren’t affected. Also, 
many of the students who currently 
have a job said that they only worked 
weekends and devote their weekdays to 
schoolwork and friends.  

 To conclude, it’s evident that 
Loyola students are very conscious of 
their limitations and for the most part, 
make an effort to ensure that their jobs 
don’t interfere with their grades. At 
Loyola, part-time jobs may be affecting 
grades but only to a very limited extent. 

Chris Foster 

Jobs affecting grades? continued from page 6 

until Fall 2008 that is in honor of the 
40th anniversary of Expo ’67 and the 
use of Ile Sainte-Hélène throughout 
Expo ‘67. The exhibit contains many 
images, souvenirs, and items from 
Expo ’67. Another exhibit that goes 
until fall 2008 is “26 Objects in 
search of Authors”. This exhibit is 
from the museum of Civilization in 
Quebec City. There are 26 objects, 
each beginning with a different letter 
of the alphabet, and there were 26 
authors asked to write about them. 
They got 26 authors each with a dif-
ferent first letter of their last name, 
and paired them up with the object 
sharing that first letter. The museum 
is on Ile Sainte-Hélène just off the 
Jacques-Cartier Bridge. 

The David Stewart Museum 
 The David Stewart museum 
is a living history museum on Ile 
Sainte-Hélène. It has regular artillery 
demonstrations done by two units: La 
Compagnie Franche Marine, and the 
Fraser Highlanders. There are also 
musical demonstrations with fifes, 
drums, and bagpipes. The current 
exhibits are “The History Gallery”, a 
permanent year round exhibit that 
covers 400 years in Canada’s history. 
There is also a traveling exhibit called 
“Age of Enlightenment” that is on 
until spring 2008. It is all about the 
grandeur of the 1700’s, highlighted by 
a large number of objects reflecting 
many different aspects of human 
knowledge. There is also an exhibit on 

What’s Happening in Montreal? 

Chateau Ramezay Museum 
 This museum is a living his-
tory museum that is located just off of 
Place Jacques Cartier in Old Montreal. 
It has two permanent exhibits, one 
about life in Montreal when it was Ho-
chelaga and Ville-Maria. The other 
exhibit is called “Life in Montreal in 
the 18th century”. They are both 
about the society and style of life in 
colonial Montreal. The current travel-
ing exhibit is entitled “Rocket Rich-
ard”- the legend, the legacy. It is an 
exhibit all about The Rocket and ends 
April 20, 2008.  
 
Peter Limeburner 



or not gambling was a problem at 
Loyola before the ban. “It’s something 
that really just came up. There were a 
few incidents just before the ban and 
some complaints about students bet-
ting on card games and the ban was 
put in place.” 

 When asked if the ban would 
completely stop gambling Mr. Lafave 
responded, “No, students will always 
gamble and we can control only so 
much, once a student leaves the 
school its up to him to make the right 
decision.” 

 When asked if he saw any 

(Continued from page 3) circumstances that would lead to the 
ban being removed or relaxed Mr. 
Lafave responded, “I would really like 
to remove the ban because after all 
it’s the students own time. After five 
hours of school I know students like to 
relax but right now this is something 
the administration needs to look at.” 

 One student said that there 
should be an area where students 
could play cards while being moni-
tored to make sure there is no betting 
being done. The question of a card 
playing area was put to Mr. Lafave. 
“It might be something to look into. I 
wouldn’t be against a card playing 
club with a moderator but it’s some-
thing that will have to be approved by 

the administration.” 

 It’s doubtful students would-
n’t mind being constantly watched to 
make sure they weren’t gambling and 
the existence of the Briscola club 
makes another card playing club 
unlikely.  

 It’s a shame that playing 
cards were banned because according 
to both the survey and the interview 
with Mr. Lafave, gambling at Loyola 
didn’t seem to be a widespread prob-
lem. Students will learn to cope just 
as they always do when a privilege is 
taken away and card players can take 
solace in the renewed popularity of 
the Briscola club which has recently 
opened. There may be a chance that 
the administration will reverse their 
decision but I wouldn’t bet on it. 

Chris Foster 

Card controversy, continued from page 3 
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Un grand problème dans notre société 
est qu’on cherche le bonheur à travers 
la beauté extérieure.  Mais on oublie 
de chercher la beauté intérieure.   
          Où les gens vont-ils chercher 
cette perception de beauté extérieure?  
Dans les médias et en particulier en 
regardant et en imitant les vedettes 
qu’on voit à la télévision et dans les 
revues.  Un problème qui devient de 
plus en plus grave est que les gens ne 
se sentent pas assez minces.  Les gens 
font continuellement des régimes au 
lieu de manger sainement.  Des fois, 
cette obsession devient si grave qu’elle 
devient une maladie qu’on appelle 
l’anorexie.   
          L’apparence physique peut être 
un autre problème.  Les gens essayent 
de rester jeunes en utilisant des pro-
duits de beauté et des fois, ils ont re-
cours à des mesures extrêmes telles 
que la chirurgie plastique.  Cette in-
fluence provient toujours des médias.  
On cherche le bonheur à partir de ce 
que l’on voit dans les médias.  On 
croit que si on ressemble aux vedet-
tes, on sera content.  Mais ce bonheur 
est de courte durée.  
          C’est une image de nous même 

qu’on se fait. Une image qu’on croit 
négative.  
          Il faut penser et croire qu’on ne 
pourra jamais être parfait pour les 
autres mais on peut être parfait pour 
nous-mêmes.  Et pour réaliser ce but, 
nous devons avoir la confiance en soi.  
Il faut commencer par s’accepter et 
être à l’aise dans notre peau.   
          Oui, s'accepter veut dire accep-
ter nos défauts.  Avant que vous ne 
puissiez vous accepter, vous devez 
vous comprendre.   
          Beaucoup de gens n’ont pas de 
confiance en soi.  C’est pour ça qu’ils 
acceptent tout de suite la vérité qu’on 
leur dit lorsque quelqu’un critique 
leur apparence. 
          Alors, au lieu de vous concen-
trer sur vos petits défauts, essayez 
d’apprécier toutes vos forces et tous 
vos succès.  Chaque succès, petit ou 
grand, vous fera apprendre et grandir. 
          Ce que pensent les autres de 
nous n’a aucune importance : 
l‘important c’est d’être heureux com-
me on est et d’être fier de ce qu’on 
accomplit. 
 

à apprendre à jouer d'un instrument 
eux-mêmes pour pouvoir ajouter de 
leur propre âme à cette noosphère 
musicale. Peut-être devrions-nous 
éliminer les méthodes de diffusion de 
musique qui ne requièrent aucun ef-
fort... après tout, écouter de la musi-
que, c'est l'équivalent artisitique de la 
lecture, non? Nous le devons aux ar-
tistes d'écouter leur musique avec le 
respect qui lui est dû. Cela nous obli-
gerait à prêter l'oreille et à écouter le 
message que cet art si incompris es-
saie de nous transmettre. 

 
Alexander Venditti 

Aujourd’hui, je vais vous parler de la 
grande condition du bonheur, soit 
s’accepter tel qu’on est.  Mais qu’est-
ce que ça veut dire?  Tout simplement, 
c’est de s’aimer tel qu’on est.  
          Mais certains d’entre nous ne 
s’aiment pas.  Ils pensent qu’ils sont 
trop gros, trop petits ou trop grands.  
Certains pensent qu’ils ne sont pas 
assez beaux, gentils ou intelligents.   

(Continued from page 9) 
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