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48th Loyola-Ed Meagher Sports Tournament

Honorary Chairwoman Rita Apa
By NICHOLAS
MARTINO

It’s been a tradition for fortyseven years at Loyola High
School to host the annual winter sports tournament. At this
tournament, students compete
against other schools in hockey,
basketball, and wrestling. A
significant part of the tournament since 1977 is the recognition of an individual who has
generously given of his or her
time to the tournament committee. The “honorary chairperson” award was first given to
tournament founder Ed
Meagher. This year, the winner
is Mrs. Rita Apa. This is the
first time in history that a woman wins this award by herself.
In the past, two women have
been given the award alongside
their spouses.
Mrs. Apa grew up in
St. Leonard, the youngest of
four children, and attended
McGill University. At one
point she lived in Laval, but

then movedto Pierrefonds,
where she lives with her husband James and her two sons
Adam (Class of 2013) and William (Class of 2018). Her family is very important to her.
“The first people I told [when I
found out I was winning the
award] were my husband and
my sons. They’re always the
first people I call when I get
exciting news. They also know
the special spot Loyola has in
our hearts for everything it has
provided to Adam and William.” Rita currently works in
human resources, and for the
past thirty years has been at
McCarthy Tétrault, a national
law firm.
She started volunteering at Loyola High School ten
years ago. Her brother, Carmine (who’s two sons attended
Loyola) is an extensive volunteer at Loyola, and his words
about the sports tournament are
what inspired her to get involved.
Mrs. Apa’s first volunteer activity was the Wine
and Cheese, and it was quite an
eye-opening experience for her.

“I was amazed with how many
parents came out to help with
cutting cheese, decorating the
gym…I soon discovered the
level of involvement of Loyola
parents and continue to be impressed by it.” She has volunteered at Loyola numerous
times, yet the Loyola-Ed
Meagher Sports Tournament is
where her heart truly rests. “I
also helped out at the Teacher’s
Appreciation Breakfast and, for
the past ten years, I have been
responsible for the hospitality
room (the coaches’ hospitality
room and reception area) for
the tournament. I also look
forward to contributing my
time as a member of this year’s
Grad Committee.”
The honorary chairwoman award that Mrs. Apa
has been given is something
that means a lot to her, “I’m
very privileged and honored to
be named the honorary chairwoman. The annual Loyola-Ed
Meagher Sports Tournament is
rich in history and tradition.
Every time I hear the story of
how this tournament got started, along with Ed Meagher’s
vision, it makes me proud to be

a part of it. I am truly privileged to be involved in a tournament that was started by
someone who was truly committed to making a difference
and who believed that it was
important that parents be involved in it.”
This historical moment
acts as a step forward for Loyola High School and the Ed
Meagher Sports Tournament.
Rita seems to feel the same
way, and has not forgotten what
the true meaning of the sports
tournament is. “Thank you to
Ed Meagher - we should never
forget the people who came
before us. The tournament is a
success because we are all riding on Ed Meagher’s wave. He
was and continues to be the
inspiration for us all. He
showed us that this is much
more than a sports tournament
– it unites the school, it welcomes opportunities to meet so
many people and it provides an
opportunity to give back.”
Pictured below: Mrs. Rita Apa
with her two sons and husband.
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Honorary Athlete Matthew Brues
By CONNOR
WAREHAM

Loyola High School will be
welcoming back Matthew
Brues, class of 2017, who will
be returning to accept the Ed
Meagher Scholarship Award.
This award is given to the previous year’s graduate who most
exemplified the best qualities of
the Loyola athlete.
Matthew played hockey all five years at Loyola and
competed in the tournament for
the Scouts, Braves and Warriors, winning the tournament
three times. Matthew was also
named one of the assistant captains in grade eleven, which
demonstrates that his teammates not only respected him as
a quality player but as a quality
teammate and a quality person
on and off the ice.
In an interview with
Matthew, he mentioned that he
could not pick one specific
tournament which was his favourite or most memorable
because all the tournaments
were unique and were a lot of
fun.
Brues has some great
memories of the tournament
including, “cheering on the
basketball and hockey teams
early on the Friday morning when our teachers would let
us go watch.” He also had a
good laugh watching all the
representatives from each classroom compete for a chance at
winning the half day off for
their class. He concluded by
saying, “there are just so many
parts of the tournament that I
will never forget.”
When asked about the
award, he said, “I was really
fortunate to be in a grade with
so many great athletes and men
for others. To be given this
award when there are so many
other deserving candidates
makes it truly feel like an hon-

our to me.” The award winner is
someone who best exemplifies
the qualities that Loyola emphasizes so much-being a man for
others is definitely a big part of
the award.
For the few who may
not know, Matthew now goes to
LCC and is part of the hockey
team who will be playing in the
tournament against Loyola.
These two schools have quite
the historic rivalry-not only in
hockey, but in many other
sports.
Matthew believes that
this tournament is going to be a
very different experience-not
only because he is the award
winner this year, but because he
is not wearing the maroon and
white jerseys of Loyola. The
biggest difference for him is
going to be the crowd, “I always
loved having the stands nearly
full and cheering for me and my
team. Now, if we end up playing Loyola, they won’t be
cheering for me, but against
me.”
Matthew says he is
enjoying his time at LCC and
finds the two schools very similar. He says the academics are
competitive and the sports are
similar which makes it easy for
him to make the transition. Loyola and its students are excited
to welcome Mr. Brues back
even if he is wearing the red,
white and blue instead of the
maroon, white and green. And
Matthew is definitely happy to
be revisiting the place he called
his second home for five years.

Matthew Brues’ Athletic
Record at Loyola
Secondary 1
Peewee football
Peewee hockey
Bantam rugby (GMAA Champions)
Secondary 2
Bantam Soccer - MIP
Bantam Hockey (GMAA
Champions)
Secondary 3
Cadet Football (RSEQ Champions)
Bantam Hockey (Captain,
GMAA Champions)
Midget Rugby (GMAA Champions)
Secondary 4
Midget Soccer (MDP, GMAA
Champions)
Juvenile Hockey (QIHL Champions)
Secondary 5
Juvenile Soccer (MDP, GMAA
Champions)
Juvenile Hockey (Assistant
Captain, Father Casey Award
Juvenile Tennis (GMAA
Champions)

Scouts’ Club Award – Hockey
To be eligible for the Scouts’
Club, a student must have participated in one interscholastic
sport during his entire Loyola
athletic career.
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HOCKEY
Peewee Scouts Hockey Division 1
BY ADAM
PELLEGRINO

The Peewee hockey Division 1
team has been successful thus
far in the season. Their record
is 13-4-3 and they are currently
ranked fourth in the QIHL Peewee division. The team seems
confident going into the tournament and hopes to take home
the gold.
Coach Brian Traynor
(pictured at right), who as a
teenager also played in the
tournament for St Thomas High
School, had the following to
say about his charges: “The
team that we have has the ability to go all the way, but also

has the ability to not go all the
way if they do not put the certain things that they’re able to
do together-focus, commitment,
consistency, and
confidence. If they
bring all these
things to the table,
they will be a very
difficult team to
beat.”
When
asked if he has any
concerns going
into the tournament, Coach Traynor replied, “ I have no concerns. I think the cards are on
the table, the kids know what
they have to do going into the
tournament and if they don’t
live up to those expectations,
which are their own expecta-

tions, well that’s on them.
We’ve done everything we can
as a team to be in a position to
win and I’m confident.
“They’ve
actually performed
really well in difficult or competitive
situations. When
they are called on,
they can really step
it up so I’m looking forward to what
they produce at the
tournament”
Number
five for the Scouts, Daniele
Vassallo, made it quite clear
that he is confident but has
some concerns. “ I am concerned with the lack of focus
during tougher games and being over confident during easier

games. The team is confident
about winning the tournament
and exceeding our coaches’
expectations.”

vanquish the competition next
week,” replied Zachary Alphonso,
when asked about his thoughts on
their chances at the tournament.
Being the only Division 2 team in
the Peewee section of the tourna-

ment, the Scouts have an uphill
battle. Nevertheless, the team is
playing with confidence and are
looking forward to representing
their school in the high school’s
premiere sporting event.

Peewee Scouts Hockey Division 2
By CONNOR
HOUSTON

The Loyola Division 2 Peewee
Scouts have had an amazing
year so far. They are in first
place, sporting a 13-1 record
and the vying for the gold medal at the 48th Loyola-ed
Meagher Sports Tournament.
Although they are playing Divison 1 teams in the tournament,
the coaches and the players
believe they still have a good
chance to compete for gold.
The team is coached
by Mr. Randy Burns and Mr.
Eric Vani. When I asked Mr.
Vani about his team, he stated,
“The boys work well together
and have the ability to wear

down teams.”
The Scouts are lead
by their captain, Zachary Alphonso, their leading goal scorer-Francesco Farrugia, and the
top point getter, Tyler Burns.
The team has many offensive
minded players who produce
numerous scoring opportunities
and an outstanding defensive
unit that takes pride in shutting
down opponents. The Scouts
have scored 54 goals and surrendered only 9 in 14 games
thus far this season.
The Scouts sit comfortably in first place with a 9
point cushion. Loyola’s biggest
competition in the tournament
is the other Loyola Peewee
team, the Division 1 squad.
Hopefully, we will get to witness an all-Loyola final. “Our
team chemistry is getting a lot
stronger and hopefully we will
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HOCKEY
Bantam Braves Hockey Division 1
By KYLE
GORDON

While the Loyola Division 1
Bantam Braves have had their
fair share of ups and downs
throughout the season, there is
no denying that they are a
strong team. In the regular season they have a record of 9-1-1
with a goal differential of 37.
They have dominated most of
their opponents and have a
good chance to win the league
championship.
The coach of the team is
Mr. Alain Cloutier (pictured at
below) and the assistant coach
is Mr. Matthew O’Neil. Coach

Cloutier is a teacher at Loyola
High School and the head
coach of the team. He said,
“The most important aspect of
coaching is communicating
with your players so I try to do
that a lot.” He also said he likes
to coach defense only to the
point where it's necessary and
he spends a lot more time
coaching offence.
The team’s captain is
Giancarlo Paolucci and the
assistants are Wilson Belley
and Duncan Cook (pictured at

right). Cook is the Braves’
leading scorer. These three
players have been leading by
example on and off the ice.
The Braves are in second
place in their league behind
Heritage Regional High School.
Heritage will not be participating in this year’s tournament.
Heritage has more games
played and is 1-1 against Loyola in the regular season.
Loyola’s biggest competition in the tournament is
Collège Brébeuf, who recently
tied Loyola in a league game.
“I thought we played well in
the game,” stated Duncan
Cook. “We tied against them
and had some bad calls against
us. We focused more on penalties than the game and I think
we learned our lesson from
that. I think we should just play
our own game and play as a
team.”
Another tough opponent will be Lower Canada
College, who have had a good
season but have not lived up to
their expectations. Coach
Cloutier believes that the Loyola Division 2 team can be a
dark horse and a team to watch
out for.
Home ice advantage
might have a huge impact in
this tournament as the Division
1 Braves are undefeated at
home, outscoring their opponents 19 to 1. Goaltending has
not been a problem this year as
their goaltenders have remained
consistent throughout the campaign.
Recently, however,
the team has been having trouble scoring goals. This may be
why they have lost 4 out of
their last 7 games (including
tournaments). They have not
been able to get their power
play going and have wasted
many good opportunities. This
being said, Cloutier claims that
“We haven't forgotten how to

play hockey or become bad
players over the Christmas
break. The only way to get out
of a funk like this one is to
work harder. If we focus on
giving our best on each shift,
we'll be OK.”
Although they have had
a rough start to 2018, they hope
to turn things around and rebound from last year’s tournament loss in the finals to
Collège St. Anne. Several current players were on that team
and said it was a hard loss to
take and that it took a while to
sink in. “It was tough to take in
last year’s loss,’ according to
Cook. “Our veterans will want

it that much more this year and
the rookies just want to win a
home tournament. This year
we're coming with a team that I
think can bring home the championship.”
The players and coaches
are confident in their team.
“Loyola hockey players really
care about the Ed Meagher
Sports Tournament,” added
Coach Cloutier.” Now, it’s up
to the Braves who will need to
return to how they were playing
earlier in the season if they
want to keep their perfect home
record intact.
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HOCKEY
Bantam Braves Hockey Division 2
By JOHN A.
FERRUCCI

The Bantam Braves Division 2
hockey team is coached by Mr.
Claude Dupuis (pictured at
right) and thus far are off to an
exceptional start, with a commanding 15-0 record in the
2017-18 season. This is a team
with a great amount of determination, work ethic, sportsmanship and a whole lot of skill.
This formidable team
is led by Captains Vito Rizzuto,
Sami Al Asmar and Christos
Mikas, who are all excellent

leaders who continuously support their teammates.
Although
most games have not
been extremely challenging for much of the
season, the Loyola-Ed
Meagher Tournament
will be the ultimate test
of this team’s ability to
withstand pressure and
compete against stronger and determined
clubs.
Captain Vito Rizzuto
stated that “the tournament will
definitely be difficult for our
team. Considering we are currently in Division 2, competing
versus Division 1 teams will be
quite challenging. Distributing

the puck well and unselfish
play will be a necessity. Also,
to ensure we are the commanding force on the ice,
we will need to step
up our physical game.
Adjusting to the faster
game will be a difficult process no doubt;
however, we must
make the most of the
situation and we will
come out with confidence and effort in all of our
games.˝
Given that this is the
team’s first time competing
against players of a higher level, many players can get nervous and begin to break down.
Contrarily, these Loyola boys

Juvenile Warriors Hockey Division 2
By WILLIAM
MOLSON

As the annual Loyola-Ed
Meagher Tournament approaches, all hockey teams are
looking forward to hitting the
ice. One team in particular is
even more pumped; that team is
the Juvenile Division 2 Warriors. In the first ever season of
the Loyola Division 2 team, the
Warriors currently lead the
league with a solid record of
12-3.
As this is a new team,
many players were excited to
hear that they made the cut and
would represent Loyola. The
team has had struggles, especially with Howard S. Billings
High School. Injuries haven’t
helped the team either, with
several players unfortunately

having not played for several
games.
On the bright side, the
team has a strong work ethic.
“A few ups and downs didn’t
stop us from getting back on
the winning path, and that’s
what makes a good team,” said
Connor Houston, who plays
center for the Warriors.
A big challenge now
lies ahead for the Warriors. The
team will be the only Division
2 team in the tournament. The
team will have to play a different game in order to keep up
with the level of speed, skill,
and toughness of the Division 1
teams. It will not be easy.
“We’ve been playing
strong, the team is slowly bonding, and we as a unit like our
chances moving forward,” stated goalie Ryan Santini.

use their great bond and strong
chemistry to overcome the usual nerves.
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HOCKEY
Juvenile Warriors Hockey Division 1
By Joseph
Warash

The Loyola- Ed Meagher
Sports Tournament takes place
every year at the end of January. Each year, schools from all
over Quebec and sometimes
schools from other provinces
and the United States come to
Loyola to compete for glory.
Once again, Loyola
tries to win it all in front of

their home fans. This year will
be no different, especially for
Loyola Juvenile Division 1
hockey team. The team is composed of mostly secondary 5
students, so this is their last
chance to win a gold at their
home tournament. For many
players, a tournament victory is
even more special than a league
championship.
The team is coached
by Mr. Phil Lafave and Mr.
Michael Elie. These coaches
work together every year to try
to put the strongest team on the
ice and they always emphasize

the importance of this tournament in front of alumni, students, and families who attend
this event every year.
The team has some
great leaders this year, including Captain Jeremy Iacobacci
and the three assistants: Henry
Molson, Johnny Bountonis and
Jackson Cook. The team has
suffered only one loss this season and sit atop their division
with a 10-1 record. They have
done very well in every tournament they’ve been in and a big
part of this is because of the
leadership that these young

men have shown.
I spoke with Johnny
Bountonis recently and he stated that, “Our team is in a really
good spot right now, bouncing
off of two big wins heading
into the tournament. We are
expecting to give it our all to
make up for last year.”
The young men who
make up this team will stop at
nothing to win gold. Hockey is
a big part of their lives and
winning this tournament would
mean a lot to all these young
men.

Page 8

The Loyola News

48th Loyola-Ed Meagher Sports Tournament

BASKETBALL
Juvenile Warriors Basketball Division 1
By JEREMY
MANCUSO

The Juvenile Warriors are dominating the league this season,
sitting on top of their division
with a 9-1 record and securing
the a spot in the playoffs. The
basketball team is composed of
secondary four and five student
-athletes, led by Captain Lucas
Giangi.
The Warriors have
come a long way since November and have worked their way
to the top. Since starting the
season with an 0-4 record at the

beginning of the season, all
positive. We run a complicated
offence, but now we’re instinctively doing the right things.
We are starting to be more aggressive and to be in the right
spots. Defence, too. The one
Secondary four student Konstantinos Tsatoumas
has been a tremendous contributor to the team’s success and
has really proven himself this
season by being one of the
leading point scorers and leading the team in steals. According to Konstantinos, “If we
keep playing the way we do, I
don’t see how anyone can stop
us. We know what we want and
that’s a championship. No matter how hard the other team
plays, we need to top them.”

Lower Canada College Tournament, the Warriors worked
together to quickly turn things
around-improving on their fundamentals, offensive play and
defensive coverage.
When asked about the
team’s development throughout
the early season, Coach Kelly
Burke replied, “There have
been a lot of changes since the

[change] that makes me feel the
best is that the team is becoming less selfish and we’re playing more and more as a team.”

The Juvenile Warriors
will be participating in the 48th
annual Ed Meagher Sports
Tournament, going against
tough Division 1 competitors
like Saint Thomas and Selwyn
House. Despite the odds being
against them, the Warriors will
give it their all, leaving their
blood, sweat and tears on the
court in an effort to redeem
themselves from last year’s
tough loss in the final versus
Selwyn House.

Roster
Mr. Kelly Burke (coach)
Micheal Callegari
Managers:
Jeremy Mancuso, #6
Calvin Zullo, #8
Thomas Stewart, #25
Players:
Lucas Giangi, #23
Matthew Plescia, #14
Alessio De Angelis, #20
Anthony Soles, #9
John Peter Misiasz, #24
Joshua Donovan, #10
Marc Lachance, #16
Grant Allatt, #19
Tarek Gohar, #17
Konstantinos Tsatoumas, #21
Andrew Singer, #12
Matthew Flaherty, #2
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BASKETBALL
Midget Warriors Basketball Division 1
By CONNOR
CLOW

The Loyola-Ed Meagher Sports
Tournament is a time for the
Loyola sports teams to put all
of their training and strategy on
display for the entire school to
see. The Midget Warriors Division 1 basketball team is currently undefeated with a perfect
9-0 record and are more than
likely going to continue with
their success not only in the
tournament but throughout the
rest of the season.
The team's outstanding season has been a major
accomplishment considering
past years when the team struggled to make it to the playoffs.

The Warriors are
coached by Mr. Wesley Sanders and Mr. Denburk Reid.
According to the
team’s center, Noah Miranda,
the Warriors’ biggest competitor is Hebrew Academy. “They
are in second place right behind
us. They have one loss and it
was against us.”
Although the team is
undefeated, Miranda knows
there is always room for improvement. “There are many
things we can work on to improve because no one, or team,
is perfect. But I think that we
can improve our communication on and off the court. We
need to talk to each other while
we are playing, and when we
are off the court, we should
cheer on our teammates and
encourage each other.”

When asked about
what he expects from the team
in the tournament, Coach Sanders replied, “I am hoping that
the players appreciate all the
behind the scenes organizing
and hard work that goes into
making the Loyola-Ed Meagher
Tournament a reality. I am hoping they take the time to enjoy
the experience, and to cherish
the memory. It is a fun tournament, and many of these players will never get the chance to
play in front of a bigger crowd.
It makes the game much more
exciting when there is a crowd
cheering you on.”
The players are living
up to Mr. Sanders's expectations. “I am really excited to
play in the tournament,” stated
Miranda, “Playing in front of
my whole school; I couldn't ask
for anything better.”

With both the Division 1 Juvenile and Midget
warriors sporting perfect records, the Loyola-Ed Meagher
Tournament should offer up
some of the most exciting tournament basketball in recent
years.

Midget Warriors Basketball Division 2
By NICK BRIEN

Loyola High School’s Division 2
Midget basketball team will be
participating in the annual Ed
Meagher sports tournament for
the first time. “We got off to a
little bit of a slow start because
we normally only have one
Midget team,” according to
Coach Wesley Sanders, “[...] then
we realized that there was
enough talent to create another
team.”
The team ended up
being created after the deadline
for league scheduling so the
coaches had to email every coach
in the league to schedule games.
Due to this process, the team

ended up missing many games,
which held them back.
Coach Sanders explained how the early season was
a struggle. “For the first three
games, we played the first placed
team twice and the second place
team once, so we lost the first
three games. But, in the first
game, we only lost by three or
four points so we knew we had a
good squad. Yesterday, we
played against the third place
team and we managed to win by
15, so we're in the right league.”
In the tournament, the
Warriors will be the only Division 2 team competing so it will
be a challenge to win. However,
more importantly, it will be a
good experience for the team
going forward.
At the end of the day,
the only thing that matters is that
the players try their hardest, have

fun, and learn and grow as a
team.
“We’re going to be
playing Division 1 teams, so you
know we’re not looking necessarily to win. We’re just looking
to be competitive and help the
guys see what it takes to make
the next level,” said Coach Sanders.
Team member Nathaniel Griffin is looking forward
to the event. “I am very excited
for the Loyola-Ed Meagher Tournament as it is a huge event in the
Loyola community and we get a
chance to play teams that we
otherwise wouldn't be able to
play.
“I think our team can
win the tournament with hard
work. I think this because our
defense and our team play are
getting stronger and these are the
keys to winning. I am enjoying

basketball very much this year. I
get the opportunity to represent
my school and play a sport that I
love at the same time.”
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BASKETBALL
Bantam Braves Basketball Division 1
By
TYLER
MACDONELLSEHN

The Division 1 Bantam basketball team makes yet another
appearance at the Loyola-Ed
Meagher Sports Tournament
this year.
The Braves are led by
veteran coaches Mr. J.P.
Mancini and Mr. Ryan Hurst
(pictured at right) and team
captain Charles Garafolo who
plays point guard. Even though
Charles is in secondary 1, he
seems to have a very good
sense for the game and the concepts and strategies that Coach
Mancini puts together.

The team competes in
the GMAA against some challenging opponents that will be
making an appearance at the
tournament. The Braves are
currently 5-4 on the season and
are seeking to improve as the
season continues.
When asked about
their chances at the Loyola-Ed
Meagher Tournament, Coach
Mancini said, "We feel pretty
confident about our chances of
winning the tournament this
year. We have a couple of
tough tests in Selwyn House
and St Thomas. Both of those
teams have played us tough this
year but we feel, with the home
court advantage that we can be
successful." Some things we
need to improve on before the
tournament starts is our scoring

consistency. Our offence is
pretty efficient and the players
are happy with their defensive
play but we need to work on
scoring consistently if we want
to win. Other than this, they
have a good chance and there
should be nothing holding us
back from winning the tournament.”

Bantam Braves Basketball Division 2
By GIANLUCA
MIUCCI

The Bantam Braves Division 2
basketball team is a competitive
extracurricular activity consisting of only secondary 1 students at Loyola. This team is
coached by Mr. Ryan Hurst and
Mr. J.P. Mancini (pictured at
right). Coach Mancini and first
year player Matthew Didone
were both interviewed about
their experiences with the team.
The Braves have had
their struggles this season and
are currently 1-9. Player Matthew Didone claimed that “the
team is a really good basketball
team to be on for your first year

of high school and the coaches
really help you learn from your
mistakes along the way. What
matters is that we are getting
better as a team. I also like that
the kids are really nice and
don’t make each other feel bad.
We all try to get better.”
Coach Mancini is enjoying
coaching the team and helping
them get better. “The Division
2 team is one of the most tenacious defensive teams I have
ever coached. Despite struggling to find much scoring, the
team stays in games because
they create numerous turnovers
and rebound the ball very well.
We need to improve our ability
to finish plays, but that will
come with time.”
The team is lead by
two players-Massimo Mancuso

and Stone Aitken. They are
great leaders and do everything
it takes to better themselves and
the team as a whole. “Both of
those players have picked up
the game quickly and are the
best two-way players that we
have, claimed Coach Mancini.
“Both of them have been so
impressive that they recently
were called up to play in a Division 1 game and they easily
held their own. The team also
relies heavily on Luc Boulch
who is asked to play significant
minutes because of our lack of
size in Division 2.”
This team has shown
their dedication and discipline,
although the results are not yet
there. Coach Mancini said that
the team is incredibly excited to
play in the tournament and

“look forward to playing in
front of the crowds on the
weekend. This team is hoping
to give themselves a chance to
show they’re among the best in
the city and they know that the
tournament gives them a
chance to prove that.”
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WRESTLING
Loyola Wrestling Club
By CRAIG SKY

When someone graduates from
Loyola High School, one experience that they always remember is the Loyola-Ed Meagher
Sports Tournament. This year’s
tournament is expected to be
filled with excitement and talented athletes giving it their all
to bring victory and honour to
their school. One sports team
that shows promise of doing
well is Loyola’s valiant wrestling team. So far, the team has
had an amazing year.
Up to this point in the
year, the Warriors are undefeated and plan to remain that way.
One thing that helps them remain on top is their constant
progress and will to improve.
Because the team is mostly
composed of young but auspicious athletes, there have been
many weaknesses that they had
to work on and turn to

strengths. “We have a young
team this year and many of our
veteran wrestlers are only in
secondary 4. We have seen a
significant improvement since
the beginning of the season. I
think the areas in which we
improved the most are leadership and toughness, two mental
qualities,” claimed Coach Bruno Cyr.
None of this would
have been possible if it were
not for their amazing coaches,
When asked about his confidence in his team and how they
will perform in the tournament,
Coach Cyr replied, “I’m never
nervous. You might say that
I’m antsy, in the sense that I
can’t wait to see our guys compete their tails off, but I’m not
nervous. If we compete well
and conduct ourselves in a respectable manner, being humble in victory and proud of our
effort in defeat, I’ll be satisfied.” He also says “I enjoy
watching all of our studentathletes wrestle. But I truly

enjoy watching the progress of
every single one of our wrestlers. In fact, we’ll try to give a
match to most of our guys and
have as many wrestlers as possible being actively involved in
the tournament.”
One of Loyola’s rivals
will also be competing in the
Loyola-Ed Meagher Sports
tournament. This team is no
other than the Kahnawake Survival School wrestling team.
Interestingly, there is one athlete who plays on both teams.
This wrestler’s name is Nick
Cross. Although he attends
Loyola, he is originally from
Kahnawake. He enjoys playing
on both team because he considers both of them as family.
When asked if he ever felt like
a traitor for playing on both
teams, especially since they do
compete against each other
from time to time, he answered,
“I do not necessarily feel like a
traitor because I do play fairly
for both teams. But because
there is a lot of tension between

K. S. S. and L. H. S., I sometimes feel caught in the crossfire.”
All crossfire aside,
Coach Cyr eloquently summed
up what the tournament is all
about: “The Loyola-Ed
Meagher Sports Tournament,
and our Loyola sports program
I might add, is all about competition and sportsmanship. When
it’s all said and done, we want
to be proud of the way we competed, leaving everything on
the mat, but most importantly,
we want to be proud of the way
we conducted ourselves, and
that is in victory or defeat. The
tournament means a lot to me,
as I’m sure it means a lot to all
coaches, competitors and the
entire Loyola community. It
represents what we’re about.”
Pictured below: last year’s Loyola-Ed Meagher Tournament
champions.
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Chairman Randy Burns
By GRAHAM
COCHRANE

Mr. Randy Burns is a teacher,
coach, Alumni Director and
Chairman of the Tournament
Committee at Loyola High
School. Even though this year
is the forty-eighth edition of the
storied competition, Mr. Burns
claims that there is much to
look forward to. “We have
more Loyola teams (twelve)
participating in this year's tournament than ever before.” With

six Loyola hockey teams, five
basketball teams and the wrestling team, one could almost
guarantee at least one victory
throughout the tournament,
especially given the statistics of
some of these teams so far this
season. Mr. Burns himself
coaches the Division 2 Peewee
Scouts hockey team.
When asked what he
thought about extra-curricular
activities and how he thinks
they affect a student’s academics, Mr. Burns responded by
saying, “Yes, any extracurricular activity generally
helps with student perfor-

mance.” Studies show that an
activity added to one’s schedule
can help teach time management skills with students.”
Remaining humble
when asked about his duties as
the chairman, Mr. Burns
claimed that “I simply help run
the tournament. We have many
parent, alumni and teacher volunteers that do most of the
work.” This goes to show that
Loyola High School is truly a
community of people from all
around, uniting under the fact
that they are all men and women for others.
As usual, Mr. Burns is

expecting the tournament to be
a great success, featuring a fun
opening ceremony and numerous competitive and exciting
athletic competitions.

Current Teachers, Former Student-Athletes
By BILLY
ZERVAS

The Loyola-Ed Meagher Sports
Tournament has been a part of
Loyola tradition for forty-seven
years. The tournament consists
of multiple sports for students,
faculty, parents, alumni and
friends to enjoy. Every year,
there are awards given to honorary volunteers and a scholarship is given to an honorary
student. For example, Mr. Phil
Lafave was the honorary chairperson. He was also a former
participant, along with Mr. J.P.
Mancini and Mr. Ryan Hurst.
Mr. Lafave and Mr. Mancini
competed for Loyola and Mr.
Hurst competed for LCC.
Mr. Hurst was a basketball player for his team at
LCC and remembers being
amazed at how well the tournament was organized. “It was the
best tournament. There were
older guys in the Juvenile divisionand I was just the little guy.

Mr. Phil Lafave (left) and
Mr. J.P. Mancini

If you weren’t playing, you
could watch a hockey game.
You could see that the Loyola
spirit was really there. The
comradery was my favorite
thing while there. I had friends
at Loyola and we were wearing
different jerseys, but we were
all friends.”
Mr. Hurst’s experiences at the tournament demonstrate what the event is really
about-mutual respect, sportsmanship and good competitive
fun. “As a teacher, you get to
see the students enjoying themselves and that’s what it’s really all about,” added Mr. Hurst.
As the Athletic Direc-

tor at Loyola, Mr. Phil Lafave
is more committed to sports
than ever. As a Loyola student,
he was a participant when he
played center on the hockey
team. “It was a highlight for
me. It was a special time and I
have some very fond memories
of the event. In terms of differences, nothing has really
changed and I still always look
forward to it. The comradery
and the school spirit were the
best parts of the tournament.
“I love seeing the
Loyola community, parents and
kids from other schools get
together and enjoy themselves.
This is what Loyola is about.”
Mr. Lafave had friends going to
different schools who also
played in the tournament, but
he has also made new friends.
“When leaving the tournament,
you make more friends than
rivals.”
Another teacher and
coach who has also competed
in the tournament is Mr. J.P.
Mancini. Mr. Mancini thinks
that the tournament has

changed quite a bit from when
he was in it. “It is a lot bigger
than what it used to be and the
number of teams in each sport
is growing,” Mr. Mancini
played basketball for Loyola.
“If guys can understand their
role, that will help them in life
and it taught me how become to
a team player and to understand
that it wasn’t about being the
best player but helping however
you can.
When asked about his
favorite part of the tournament,
Mr. Mancini replied, “My favourite part of the tournament
is definitely the opening ceremony. It’s not just about opening up the tournament, we honor people that have helped the
tournament for years, like the
committee members who don’t
get the recognition that they
deserve, which gives the opportunity for the school, or the
students and the athletes, to say
thank you.
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Tom Reynolds: Loyola’s Photographer
Mr. Tom Reynolds is Loyola
High School’s professional
photographer. He started working for the school last September, but has generously given of
his time for many years, documenting some of the most significant events of the Loyola
community since 2001. The
Loyola News recently spoke to
Mr. Reynolds about his profession.
“ I started taking pictures at the school for personal
use in 2001 when my son Justin
started as a student. Loyola
started using my pictures for
different uses in 2010.
Mr. Reynolds starting
taking more pictures when former faculty member, and
school photographer, Mr. Jim
Newman retired. “I started get-

ting requests from the school,
because they did not have anyone to take pictures. I love taking pictures and getting feedback. It is a passion for me.”
When asked how his
experience has been thus far as
an official member of the
school’s staff, Mr. Reynolds
replied, “It has been great and I
have enjoyed being part of the
school.”
In terms of his subjects, Mr. Reynolds claimed
that he likes to take pictures of
“anything where the students
are enjoying themselves and I
can get relations in their faces.
Sports are a lot of fun-capturing
that special moment in a game
or match.”
The school, The Loyola News, the yearbook staff

and many other groups appreciate Mr. Reynolds’ hard work,
dedication, and professionalism. Perhaps no one is more
appreciative than our students
who have the opportunity to
view thousands of high quality
images of the many different
activities, sports and clubs that
are a part of Loyola life.
Outside Loyola, Mr.
Reynolds manages his own
photography business. “My
photography business consists
of covering personal events
such as weddings and anniversaries. I also do head shots,
corporate events and a variety
of different commercial photography.
During the sports
tournament, I’m sure you will
spot Mr. Reynolds beside the

glass in the arena or courtside
in the gymnasium. All the
sports pictures in this special
edition of the Loyola News
were taken by Mr. Reynolds.
Thank you, sir, for helping to
beautifully document the history of the school.
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Eating and Drinking at the Tournament
By MATTHEW
MONTONI

Every year, Mr. Randy Burns
and his team at the Ed Meagher
Sports Tournament committee
put together a sports tournament with events such as hockey, basketball, and wrestling.
To complement these events, as
is traditionally the case in any
sports event, many different
services are offered that only
add to the enjoyment and participation of everyone during
the tournament. Among the
most popular services are the
refreshments being offered
throughout the tournament. Not
only are these refreshments
popular but they bring in lots of
money for Loyola.
Ray Spruzenieks
(Class of ‘77) is the organizer
of the canteen services this
year. He has been a longtime
member of the committee and
he has been organizing this
service for two years. The entire Ed Meagher Sports Tourna-

ment committee begins meeting
in October for general planning
of the tournament and Mr.
Spruzenieks and his team begin
intensively prepping a few days
prior to the tournament everything they need to serve food
and drinks. When approached
about the preparation needed
for the food and drink services,
Mr. Burns said “[Spruzenieks
and his team] will meet a little
more often [in January] in [this]
month in planning and preparing for the tournament itself so
they have a number of meetings
specifically this month. It gets
busy for the month of January,”
said Burns when asked about
the topic.
“There's no question
that the most popular items are
hot dogs,” said the organizer of
the tournament, when asked
about the most popular items. A
favourite amongst participants
and fans, the hot dogs often are
sold from the beginning of the
tournament until the very last
moment. The committee even
has a tournament within the
tournament to determine who
can purchase the first hotdog!
The amount of hotdogs sold has

averaged, in recent years, approximately one thousand eight
hundred hotdogs. This is only
for hotdogs and does not include items such as juice, water
and snacks. Burns also pointed
out that Spruzenieks and his
team tried to stay away from
unhealthy snacks as is the case
for this committee every year.
The food and drink items are
often donations from alumni,
students, sponsors, etc. For this

Students Working Behind the Scenes
The Loyola-Ed Meagher Sports
Tournament has been successful for so many years due mostly to the volunteers who have
generously given of their time
to help manage a myriad of
different tasks and activities.
These responsibilities have
only increased over the years as
the tournament has grown in
size. The parents, alumni, and
teacher volunteers have been
instrumental in making sure
that the event runs smoothly.
You can add one more
group to the list of volunteersstudents. Loyola students help
out in a variety of ways during
the tournament and are able to
earn Christian Service Program

hours for their work.
One activity that students involve themselves in is
scorekeeping. This is a very
important task that gives the
student the responsibility to
observe the game, control the
scoreboard and record statistics.
The coolest activity
for students may be to work as
a DJ. The DJ provides the music during the opening ceremonies and during breaks in the
action on the ice and on the
court. The music can help to
motivate the athletes and keep
the crowd on their feet.
A third activity for
students is ticket sales. Ticket
sellers need to manage the offi-

cial entry points to the competitions and make sure that visitors purchase a ticket or show
their ticket before entry. This is
an important job, considering
the fact that the proceeds from
ticket sales help to cover expenses, pay for new equipment
for the sports department, and
fund the athletic scholarship
program.
If you would like to
witness the Loyola community
adhering to the Jesuit motto,
“Men and Women for Others.”
you have no further to look
than our very own Loyola-Ed
Meagher Sports Tournament.

reason, the prices will not
change much from previous
years from the tournament. All
of these items together are expected to bring in over five
thousand dollars in revenue.
Sources
Burns, Randy, and Matthew Montoni. “Ed Meagher Sports Tournament Food and Drink Interview.”
12 Jan. 2018.
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Before the Games, the Opening Ceremony
By KEVIN C.
THOMPSON

This month, on January 26, a
ceremony held in the Ed
Meagher Arena will open up a
weekend full of competitive
sports. The 48th annual LoyolaEd Meagher Sports Tournament will be kicking off with
the Opening Ceremony, an
event presenting Loyola’s student athletes who make up multiple hockey, basketball and
wrestling teams.
“The Opening Ceremonies have always been part
of the annual sports tournament,” said Mr. Randy Burns,
Chairman of the Sports Tournament Committee. “It is a great
way for the entire school community to come together to
celebrate student athletes. It has
now become a long-standing
tradition started by Mr. Ed
Meagher and Mr. Jim Ruddy
forty-eight years ago.
“The school and the

tournament committee want to
pay tribute to all our student
athletes. All Loyola teams
(wrestling, basketball and hockey) are introduced, the committee members are introduced, the
Ed Meagher Scholarship winner is acknowledged, and the
Honorary Chairperson is presented. The school band plays
the national anthem as well as
the ‘Loyola Victory’ song, accompanied by some of our Sec.
1’s and 2’s. We always have a
fun student contest.”
Mr. Marco Santillo, a
Loyola teacher and graduate of
1984, stated that his favourite
part of the opening ceremony is
seeing student athletes also

being part of the band that
plays at the ceremony. He believes this truly depicts what
Loyola wants in its students-to
create a well-rounded and dedicated man. Mr. Santillo also
said that the opening ceremony
showcases the athletes and the
sports program and gets students in the stands excited for
their peers on the ice. It is a
great honour for the athletes
who are proud to represent the
school.
Mr. Kelly Burke, a
teacher at Loyola, said his favourite part of the opening ceremony is the singing of “O
Canada.” When the Loyola
teacher started working at the

school, there was only one Loyola Juvenile hockey team and a
Juvenile basketball team taking
part in the tournament and the
band never used to participate
in the ceremony. The opening
ceremony, added Mr. Burke, is
designed to involve the Loyola
community on a day that honours fair play and comradery.
Overall, the Opening
Ceremony to the Ed Meagher
Sports Tournament is a remarkable opportunity to get together
with fellow Loyola students
and show appreciation for the
fantastic school we make up.

