
Sinclair Tour and Travel 5494 5083 

A Million Stars & Outback Stations – Tour Number 2. 

Departs Wed 23rd August 2017. 7 days 

$2,450  per person twin share. Single $380 

 

LIMITED SINGLE ACCOMMODATION 

 

   

 

Tour Inclusions. 

Door to door transfers 

Flight from Brisbane to Charleville 

Charleville Town tour/Bilbys 

2 nights Ray Station 

Yowah Town tour/lunch 

2 nights Kilcowera Station 

Thargomindah/Eulo/St George 

ALL MEALS 

   

 

 



Day One. Wednesday 23rd August. 

After pick up from your door as usual, you’ll be transferred to Brisbane for your flight to 

Charleville. Here Peter will meet you with the bus and your Outback Station Adventure begins. 

Charleville is in the heart of Queensland's 'mulga country'. It is the largest town in the south 

west of the Outback region and was gazetted in 1868 and later named by the Government 

surveyor of the day, Mr WA Tully, after a town in Ireland where he had lived.  

 

 In March 1888, rail transport reached Charleville. This railway gave Charleville a direct link 

with the state capital, Brisbane. This line still operates passenger services twice a week to 

Charleville on board Queensland Rail's Westlander. Cobb and Co, the famous coach company, 

based their largest coach making factory in Australia in the township of Charleville in 1890. 

The factory was moved to Charleville because the wood used in coaches made in factories 

closer to the coast would split and crack in the dry, dusty conditions of Western Queensland. 

On the subject of transport, Qantas scheduled its first fare paying passenger service from 

Charleville to Cloncurry, via Longreach and Winton, back in 1922. The mulga country of 

Queensland's outback is rich in history, flora and fauna. Kangaroos, emus, birds of prey and a 

wondrous variety of Australian native wildlife can be seen whilst travelling this area. 

 

 

We’ll meet a local who’ll show us around this lovely town. The Information Centre is home to 

a display for the Steiger Vortex Guns – an example of the drastic measures taken to break the 

drought of 1902.  We’ll have lunch today at the famous Corones Hotel, full of history and 

charm.   Tonight we’ll be moved by our visit to the Bilby Centre. The fund raising story to save 

this beautiful little creature will surely touch your heart.  One of Australia’s most endearing 

native animals, the Bilby is captive bred in Charleville to ensure its survival. You’ll see live 

Bilbys with an expert guide and discover the fight to save the habitat of this rare and endangered 

Australian native.  Dinner at our Hotel tonight. (L) (D) 

Mulga Country Motel 4654 3255 

 

 

 



Day Two and Day Three.  Thursday 24th August & Friday 25th August. 

After a hot and hearty breakfast at our Hotel, we’ll head off for the famous Ray Station. Ray 

Station was settled in 1874 by the current owner’s great grandparents Patsy and Sarah Tully 

nee Durack. Sarah's brother the famous Patsy Durack (Kings in Grass Castles) urged them to 

follow him to the Kimberley's... they declined, surviving the great drought of 1900. Ray 

Station's 600 sq km sheep and cattle property remains one of a select few properties in Australia 

never to have changed hands since white settlement. It has been passed directly from father to 

son down each generation. Guests are accommodated in five separate buildings. The structures 

are original & restored and therefore have their own story to tell.      

           

Half of the guests are accommodated at the homestead complex, the other half are housed at 

the quarters, two kilometres away. This is where the catering kitchen, indoor dining room, retail 

shop, campfire activities & film night takes place. There’s a coach to shuttle our guests around. 

We’ll experience a 2 night stopover that includes full day tours, all meals & entertainment. We 

can enjoy Piano, guitar & poetry around campfire, Early film footage, Pioneer cemetery,   

Whole day property tours, restored homestead complex, 100s of enlarged historical 

photographs & many fascinating displays, a Museum, Homestyle cooked dinners & fully 

cooked breakfasts, Boulder opal fossicking,  Tours are informative & peppered with anecdotes 

that will have you laughing, indoor and themed dining experience,  and a Retail Shop  

   

Ray Station (07)  4656 4737  (B) (L) (D) 

 

 



Day Four and Day Five. Saturday 26th August & Sunday 27th August. 

Sadly we leave Ray Station this morning and head to Yowah, a town  built on the Yowah Opal 

Mining Field, where we enjoy a tour of the town and an opportunity to buy opals. The field is 

renowned for its Yowah Nuts, small hollow ironstone concretions. Lunch is included in town 

today before we head off to our next station experience – Kilcowera Station.  

 

Kilcowera Station Stay is a large organically run Cattle Station, 1000 kilometers west of 

Brisbane on the Dowling Track.   Your Outback adventure starts here with a guided tour around 

the property. Whether you’re a bird watcher, photographer, bushwalker or just love the bush, 

you will discover the vastness and natural beauty of the Australian Outback. Accommodation 

here is provided in spacious Shearers Quarters.  Camp Oven meals are their specialty. We will 

have exceptional views of Lake Wyara from the escarpment and plateau country west of the 

lake. We’ll explore the many gorges, small caves, creeks and waterholes.   

Do a little bird watching and wild life spotting while having lunch or smoko by a peaceful 

waterhole. Visit isolated Murderer's Bore, the scene of the grisly 1940's murder, Rustlers Roost, 

Red Hole and Cardenyabba Lagoon.  

     

At Kilcowera Station, visitors can expect to see an abundance of wildlife in their natural habitat. 

An early morning walk may reveal the Eastern Grey, Western Grey and Red kangaroos going 

about their business. Wallaroos are common in the hills and escarpments to the east of the 

Shearers Quarters. Many species of birds along with echidnas, various lizards and frogs and 

the odd snake can all be seen in close proximity to the Quarters and campground. Try your 

hand at yabbying at Cardenyabba Lagoon or Delta Tank. 
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Kilcowera Station is a birdwatchers paradise with around 175 species on our list. It also has a 

diverse range of land types, vegetation communities and natural waters which contribute to the 

prolific numbers and types of birds found on the station.  Visit the stunning 6000 ha RAMSAR 

listed salt water Lake Wyara, the breeding place of thousands of swans, pelicans, ducks, shags, 

cormorants and terns.  ALL MEALS INCLUDED. (B) (L) (D)  

    

 Kilcowera Station (07) 4655 4960 

 

 

Day Six. Monday 28th August. 

As we leave Kilcowera today we’ll continue our adventure through towns like Thargomindah. 

Here we’ll have morning tea at the Information Centre. Once in “Thargo”,  we’ll have a look 

at the old hydro plant.  Thargomindah's main claim to fame is that it was the first town in 

Australia, and next to London and Paris, the third in the world, with electrical street lights 

generated by hydro power. It must be a special place that is mentioned with Paris and London 

in one sentence!  In the late 19th century the town was a Cobb & Co. station. From here coaches 

serviced settlements like Hungerford, Wompah and Toompine. You can still see the stone 

crossing in the Bulloo River. Thargomindah is situated along the Adventure Way, and lies on 

the banks of the Bulloo River approximately 200 kilometres west of Cunnamulla, and 1,100 

kilometres west of Brisbane. In 1860, Burke & Wills epic expedition through far South West 

Queensland helped to pave the way for settlement in the area. It was during this time that a 

remarkable bushman by the name of Vincent James Dowling pioneered and settled 

Thargomindah Station. The town has a population of approximately 230, with the traditional 

source of industry in the Shire being beef and wool. In recent times, petroleum/oil and gas 

make up a large part of the Shire's economy. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=G_px8zJ4FmpPGM&tbnid=JG11k5QFSnqOgM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://kilcowerastation.wordpress.com/category/royal-flying-doctor-service/&ei=KIdTUs6NHYmMrQe8iIGYDw&bvm=bv.53760139,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNHiI1yV5TG4l9DawcgzzjF64rt_Mw&ust=1381292110055052
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?sa=X&rlz=2T4WQIB_enAU0536AU0536&biw=1524&bih=977&tbm=isch&tbnid=G9bfCdM4E1EFtM:&imgrefurl=http://www.flickr.com/photos/outback_traveller/5310280941/&docid=ab_8yAKjqHA-pM&itg=1&imgurl=http://farm6.staticflickr.com/5083/5310280941_28e32e2ffd_o.jpg&w=2569&h=1706&ei=3o1TUo7LGu_qiwKUjYC4Ag&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:24,s:0,i:160&iact=rc&page=1&tbnh=183&tbnw=232&start=0&ndsp=29&tx=122.5238037109375&ty=67.90478515625
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=tMJ1qaKBlA325M&tbnid=La-DsAYCs04aUM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.flyingtheoutback.com.au/kilcowera&ei=Ko5TUtO7Io7jrAfZp4HIDg&bvm=bv.53760139,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNF_VAIPc3YQ_K4zL5yOjzszqOIN-A&ust=1381293918776319
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=GXi9Uh-3H4ClHM&tbnid=a6CxI5h1Q38AiM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://kilcowerastation.wordpress.com/category/pelicans/page/2/&ei=Xo5TUpmNKsiLrQe3yIGACg&bvm=bv.53760139,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNF_VAIPc3YQ_K4zL5yOjzszqOIN-A&ust=1381293918776319


   

Thargomindah is an Aboriginal word meaning "Cloud of Dust", and each of the streets in 

Thargomindah is named after residents or notable people of the time. For example, Sams Street 

is named after the "fighting Parson", the Reverend Hulton-Sams, a member of the "Bush 

Brothers". It was believed that he had a practise of preaching and then holding a sparring 

session. Then we’ll move on to Eulo, a town on the banks of the Paroo River. This town was 

once famous for opal mining and we’ll have lunch today at the famous Eulo Queen Hotel. The 

grounds have beautiful wide expanses of lawns and shady pepperina and cedar trees.  The Hotel 

is named in honour of a colourful historical figure from the late 1800's. The Eulo Queen (Isabel 

Robinson) about whom many poems, books and newspaper articles have been written.  

A collection of these adorn the walls of the hotels dining room where you can read about this 

amazing woman who made and lost a fortune in opals and owned several hotels and businesses 

in Eulo during the late 1800's.  You can read about how she came to be known as the Eulo 

Queen, her numerous marriages, her run-ins with the law and the mystery of the missing fortune 

in opals and jewellery.  Also on display in the bar area, are the original wooden beer packing 

crates dating from the early 1900's and still in perfect condition after being stored in the cellar 

for almost 100 years. We’ll continue on to St George on the banks of the mighty Balonne River 

– our overnight destination. St George has a district population of 3,800 people.  Beautiful 

country gardens, streetscapes and a river walkway are features of the town. The riverside walk 

can be entered from The Terrace (St Georges Terrace) via cement footpaths.  The times of 

sunrise and sunset are particularly nice to enjoy the atmosphere of the river gums, landscaping 

and birdlife. (B)(L)(D) 

Riverland Motor Inn St George 46251 229 

Day Seven. Tuesday 29th August. 

Sadly this is our last breakfast today. How hard will it be to go back to tea and toast?! We’ll 

travel home today through Dalby, a thriving rural town on the black soil plains of the Darling 

Downs. Major industries include rural, wheat, sorghum, cotton, sheep, pigs and cattle. Dalby 

also has an agricultural college. We’ll have lunch here today at the RSL Club. Maybe you’d 

like a flutter on the pokies. We do hope you’ve enjoyed your tour with Sinclair Tour and Travel. 

Please spread the word. That’s how our business grows. We look forward to travelling with 

you again really soon. (B) (L) 

 

 

 



INCLUDED IN TOUR 

 
❖ Air conditioned bus fitted with coach seats for your comfort. 

❖ Door to door airport transfers.  

❖ Air travel from Brisbane to Charleville.  

❖ Motel accommodation on a twin share basis. 

❖ Breakfast (B), Lunch (L) and Dinner (D) as indicated. 

❖ All entries as listed. 

❖ Morning Teas. 

❖ Name badge, luggage labels, water bottle & travel bag.  

GENERAL INFORMATION 

BOOKINGS 

Please phone 5494 5083  for bookings.  A Tour Booking Form will be sent to you 

for completion and return with a deposit of $350.00 per person within 7 days to 

secure your booking.   

BALANCE PAYMENT 

Balance of payment is to be received at least 60 days prior to Tour Departure 

Date.  For Tour Bookings made within 60 days of Tour Departure Date,  full 

payment is required on booking. 

CHANGES TO ITINERARY 

Sinclair Tour and Travel reserves the right to alter any itinerary due to unforeseen 

circumstances beyond its control and to cancel any tour due to insufficient 

bookings.  A full refund of fare will be made if tour is cancelled by Sinclair Tour 

and Travel 

CANCELLATION FEES 

 

Number of days notice given Fee payable 

More than 60 days Nil 

30 – 59 days 50% of tour Price. 

15 – 30 days 75% of Tour Price 

8   - 14 days 100% of Tour Price 

Less than 8 days 100% of Tour Price 

Day of Departure or during tour 100% of Tour Price 



 

In addition to the above fee any moneys paid in respect of bookings with other 

tour operators, airfares,  attractions, etc. on your behalf and which cannot be 

recouped will also be payable.   A $50 administration fee (per person) will be 

charged on ALL cancellations regardless of the number of days notice given.   

 

 

To cover cancellations due to illness or for loss of baggage we strongly 

encourage passengers to have travel insurance. We can arrange Travel 

insurance for you as we now sell  QBE and Covermore Travel Insurance. 

Phone us today 5494 5083 for a quote/brochure. Prices are very reasonable.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


