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HVAC systems require regular
maintenance to prevent costly repairs.
Seasonal maintenance should include
checking and cleaning HVAC filters,
hoods, air conditioner coils, sensors and
limits.
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Today's HVAC systems are far more
sophisticated than the furnaces of past
decades. It's best to rely on an expert
technician to service your high efficiency
heating system, says Glen Kreger of
Berg's Plumbing and Heating Ltd. (
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Furnace tune-up now prevents winter woes
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While the temperatures continue to dip and
Old Man Winter starts to rear his frosty
face, now is the time to make sure your
home heating system is ready for anything.

Whether you are able to do it yourself or
you require an expert, ensuring your
furnace and HVAC systems are in proper
working order can mean the difference
between a small, inexpensive tweak, and a
costly emergency overhaul. Glen Kreger,
HVAC manager of Berg's Plumbing and
Heating Ltd., says it doesn't take much,
but a little due care and caution can go a
long way.

"You can walk into people's houses and if
they have a cracked heat exchanger we
have to shut the furnace down and in an
emergency get it replaced," Kreger says.
"But these things don't need to happen if
homeowners arrange to get work done
conveniently instead of in a rush."

Kreger offers the following tips: on a
furnace ensure all the filters are clean and
unplugged. Air conditioners utilize furnace
filters over the summer, so if they are
plugged it will restrict the amount of heat
going through the furnace to the rest of
the house. When this happens a furnace
can overheat and possibly break down.

HVAC systems - the equipment, distribution
network, and terminals that provide the
processes of heating, ventilating and/or air
conditioning - should be routinely inspected
in addition to before the weather really
cools off, Kreger adds. All HVAC filters,
hoods, air conditioner coils, sensors and
limits should be checked and cleaned.

"It prolongs the furnace's life," Kreger says. "Just like the maintenance on a car,
furnace and HVAC systems need regular upkeep."



15/02/2013 Print Story - canada.com network

www2.canada.com/components/print.aspx?id=35981ec8-5bf6-4b92-9957-8ccb7edbee4e&sponsor= 2/2

Kreger recommends that homeowners make the transition to a high efficiency
furnace if they haven't already done so. He notes that high efficiency furnaces
provide cost savings and will heat the house more effectively. Though a new
furnace will set one back at least $3,400, Kreger is quick to highlight the
provincial government's Saskatchewan EnerGuide for Houses Program. The
EnerGuide program offers qualifying homeowners a grant of up to $5,000 toward
the costs of retrofitting old equipment for new, energy efficient models.

"If you don't a have high efficiency furnace, it's probably a good idea to get
one," Kreger says.

Although the upfront costs of buying a new furnace can be daunting, Kreger
notes that in the long term it will actually save individuals money and potential
headaches.

"Buying new parts to replace things on old furnaces is getting more expensive.
Instead of putting new parts in old equipment that might break anyway, it's a
good idea to spend the money ahead of time and then you'll have a fresh new
10-year parts warranty," Kreger says.

To further help with heating system maintenance, Kreger suggests people sign
up for Berg's Plumbing and Heating Priority Service Club. For a fee, Berg's three-
year service agreement will provide yearly heating and cooling tune-ups, priority
service if an emergency happens, 15 per cent off any repairs needed, no
overtime rates and the experts at Berg's will contact homeowners regarding
annual tune-ups.

"As furnaces become more efficient, there are more parts and pieces to make
them more efficient. They are a lot more technical than they used to be so many
people need an expert who understands the ins and outs of a high efficiency
heating system," Kreger says.

Braitenbach is a Saskatoon freelance writer.
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