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On August 31st, Blocher Homes officially unveiled it’s newly created front sitting room on the first floor,
completing a 12 month series of renovations throughout the building including a new guest elevator,
remodeled nurses station, and refreshed corridors including new wallpaper, window treaments and artwork.

With several guests and residents at hand, Administrator Barbara Gorenflo shared with everyone how thrilled the
residents and staff are with the remodels that were done.  “We have received so many compliments about the
updates we made to our Home,” said Barb.  “I tried to get our residents’ input whenever I could.  After all, Blocher
is their home and we want them to be comfortable and enjoy everyday life.  Barb added, “I feel they really liked
watching the progress of the renovations and the end result has really enhanced their quality of life!”  There were
several donations made to the Blocher Homes that made the new sitting room a reality including:  

Memorial donations made in memory of Elizabeth “Betty” Thomas – 
former resident designated by the Jarmusz Family

The Blocher Service Guild – in memory of Lillian “Swanie” Graves
The Blocher Homes Resident Council/designation of NYS EQUAL funds

Grandfather Clock – in memory of Lloyd Hahn by the Hahn Family

Blocher Homes – Renovations Complete!

First floor reception area converted to Living Room sitting area

Before After

Barb with Janice Pendleton Resident Sylvia Hahn
with Barb

Leonard and JoAnn Jarmusz with Barb Blocher Guild members and friends

A better way of caring.  A better way of living.
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Crystal and Ice Theme to Celebrate
Auction’s 20th Anniversary
— Saturday, October 17th – 6:30 P.M. —

Help us celebrate in style for our Auction’s 20th Anniversary!
Brighten the evening with glitter and glam.  Come sample the delicious food and fare . . . sweet and savory
beyond compare.  Dress in your finest . . . with “crystal and ice” with a hint of blue to light up the night!

Our colors are chic – silver, crystal and blue – have fun and enjoy ‘til the evening is through!

The 20th Annual Beechwood/Blocher Foundation Auxiliary Board Auction and Food Extravaganza will be held
on Saturday, October 17, and this year’s theme is the “Crystal & Ice!”  The
Beechwood Atrium will be transformed into a stunning ballroom !  

Guests are encouraged to embrace the theme of “Crystal & Ice” with
colors of  silver and blue.  Guests will enjoy a multitude of sumptuous food
stations, fine wines, imported beers and flowing champagne.  Kevin
O’Connell of  WGRZ-TV will be returning as Master of Ceremonies and
Celebrity Auctioneer.  Music is  provided by the Ron Corsaro Trio. 

The Auction and Food Extravaganza is our largest annual fundraiser,
and has raised more than $1.5 million since it started!  Each year hundreds
of gifts are donated to ensure that this fundraiser is a great success.  Net proceeds this year are dedicated to the
Beechwood/Blocher Foundation Net Living Care Fund, which helps supplement our cost of care for residents who
have exhausted their personal resources and rely on Medicaid reimbursement which covers a fraction of our actual cost
of daily care.  The Living Care Fund ensures that once a resident becomes a member of our Beechwood Continuing
Care “family,” they remain with us for as long as they need our care…regardless of their financial situation.

Over the past nineteen years, the Auction has raised over $1,500,000!
Support from our business partners has been the mainstay of our success.

CALL THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE TODAY AT (716) 810-7371 FOR
MORE INFORMATION ON HOW YOU CAN DONATE OR TO MAKE A RESERVATION!

“Party at the Beech” Auction Gift Party
On May 14th, the 3rd Annual “Party at the Beech” Gift Gathering Party was held.  Over 100 guests

enjoyed an evening full of food, desserts, wines, beer and fun.  Thousands of
dollars in gift cards were donated to benefit our Fall auction.

We want to thank the following vendors for their generous donations
which were the heart of our event!

Bronco Wines ~ Flying Bison Brewery ~ Carmine’s Italiano ~ Sweet Melody’s Gelato
Buffalo Wild Wings ~ Besta Pizza ~ James Desiderio Produce ~ Dessert Deli

Morgan’s Services ~ Passport Wine & Spirits ~ Photographics 2 ~ Trader Joe’s

Auction Co-chairs Priscella Koch and JoAnn Jarmusz
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AUCTION AND FOOD EXTRAVAGANZA – 2015

20th Annual Auction & Food Extravaganza
Option 1 – Auction Item(s)

The item(s) we would like to donate to the Auction is: ________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Value: ________________________________________

Name to be listed in program book: ______________________________________________________

Contact Name: __________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________City ____________________State __________Zip ______

E-mail: __________________________________ Phone # ____________________________________

Option 2 – Patron Gift Levels
Listing to appear in Auction Program Book

q Emerald $500 – Two complimentary reservations ($150)
and a half page ad in our program book  (7 ½” W x 4 ¾” H)

q Ruby $250 – A quarter page ad in our program book  (3 ½” W X 4 ¾” H)

q Swarovski $100 – An eighth page ad in our program book (3 ½” W X 2 ¼” H)

q Topaz $50 q Quartz $25

All ads are in black and white.  Please send your ad in JPG, TIF or PDF format to
elew@beechwoodcare.org

Enclosed is our payment of $ _____________ for a Patron Listing 

Send Auction Gifts and Patrons to:

THE BEECHWOOD/BLOCHER FOUNDATION
2235 Millersport Highway • Getzville, NY 14068 • (716) 810-7371



BEECHWOOD NEWS

Beechwood’s Adopt A Household program is designed to complement our Welcome Home concept 
of resident-centered care by connecting residents in each of our 14 households to a local faith 
community on a regular basis. The program allows active seniors to enhance their own lives through

intentional, creative service and enrich the lives of frail elders who are no
longer able to be a part of a congregation and thus enjoy the social,
emotional and spiritual benefits of congregational life.

The program came about after focus groups revealed that residents
believe “participating in relationships” lifts their spirits, while “an absence of
relationships” and “the feeling I don’t exist, don’t matter” brings their spirits
down.

“People who know they matter are happier and healthier, with a greater sense of well-being,” says Rev.
Mary Ann Pula, Beechwood Director of Spiritual Care/Chaplain. “This program uses volunteers who choose
to be involved with our residents. They are here to foster warm and attentive relationships with our residents
that are in addition to the everyday interaction residents have with staff and family members.”

Our residents who participate in the program look forward to these interactions, and staff members report
“our residents’ spirits are lifted through laughter, music, childlike giggles and delight. They talk about these
events many times over!”

The residents share in the planning of the events and activities, which could be something as simple, yet
meaningful, as sending birthday, holiday or get well cards or regular notes of encouragement; baking cookies;
taking residents caroling; making fall floral arrangements; decorating pumpkins; cookouts and sing-alongs. 

Volunteers from Calvary Episcopal, Asbury United Methodist and Williamsville United Methodist churches
are currently participating in the program, and their volunteers say they benefit so much from spending time
with the residents of “their” household that the Adopt A Household program is clearly a wonderful, “win-win”
program!

If your congregation is interested in getting involved in the Adopt A Household program, 
contact Mary Ann Pula at 810.7109 for more information.
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Adopt A Household Program
lets our residents know they matter.

“Party at the Beech” – Auction Gift Gathering Party
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The Western New York Project SEARCH Collaborative completed its second successful year in June,
when six of the original eight participating students were graduated during a formal ceremony at
Beechwood. Four are now in the process of applying for jobs, while the other two are continuing on

with work-study programs.

Western New York Project SEARCH Collaborative is a business-led partnership that offers a school-to-
work program alternative for students with disabilities who are in their last year of high school, and is part of
Project SEARCH International.  The program is provided through Beechwood Continuing Care, in conjunc-
tion with Erie 1 BOCES, Aspire of WNY and Summit Educational Resources.

By combining real-life work experience with training in employment and independent living skills, the
goal is for each student to obtain competitive, integrated employment. 

Students attend employability skills classes at Beechwood, with lessons based on
daily living skills, such as nutrition, finances, job search and resume building.  They also
participate in non-paid job rotations (10-12 weeks each) throughout Beechwood, and
have the opportunity to work directly with Beechwood residents. Both Aspire and
Summit provide job coaches, with a specialization in job development and placement,
who work with the students. 

“Project SEARCH creates a launching pad for students to showcase their many years of hard work with
dedicated teachers,” says Erin R. Richeal, Exceptional Education Teacher, Project SEARCH. “We’re very proud
at how hard these interns work and at how much they are able to accomplish and grow through this program.”

The 2015-16 program is off to a great start, with 10 students enrolled. 

Project SEARCH continues to flourish.

PROJECT SEARCH

Western New York Project SEARCH Collaborative
was honored to be recognized at Project SEARCH International’s annual conference

with the Employment Outcome Award for “achieving 60% to 100% employment outcomes.”
The Collaborative received the award for its 2013-14 program, in which four of the five

graduates were placed in part-time employment in Western New York.
Beechwood congratulates all those involved!
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SUMMER FUN!

This year Blocher Homes’ Annual
Summerfest Picnic had a Carnival theme.

Fun was had by all!
Beechwood's Root Beer Float Car Cruise
has become a favorite for local car enthusiasts.
Close to 100 cars were on display for residents,

families and staff to enjoy!

Hazy Days of Summer
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SUMMER FUN!
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HONOR ROLL OF DONORS TO THE BEECHWOOD/BLOCHER FOUNDATION

BEQUESTS

Estate of Miss Ruth E. Ochs
Estate of Mr. John M. Repetski
Estate of Georgina Ruffles

LEADERS ($5,000 & OVER)

Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Montgomery, Jr.

FOUNDERS ($1,000 TO $2,999)

Ms. Laura Carpenter-Wolf

SPONSORS ($500 TO $999)

Beechwood Service Guild
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald K. Hook
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Shenton
Upper New York Annual Conference,
United Methodist Church

PATRONS ($100 TO $499)

Mrs. Barbara D. Bauer
Mr. and Mrs. Bertron Carter
Timothy Cashmore and Elizabeth
Buckley
Sharon S. Dittmar, Ph.D., R.N.
Dr. Roger and Carol Forden

Stephen C. Iglehart, Ph.D.
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Kite, Jr.
Dr. Rosemary Laughlin
Mrs. Kalista S. Lehrer
NYS Retired Teachers Association-
Western Zone
Ms. Melinda R. Saran
Ms. Jennifer Slate
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Smith

FRIENDS (UNDER $100)

Ms. Philomena Abbonando
Mrs. Phyllis Boggs
Ms. Christine L. Carey
Ms. Cui Chen
Faith UMW Lancaster
Mrs. Barbara Hadsell
Ms. Sheontra Harper
Mr. Alvin R. Haven
Mrs. Victoria A. Hewson
Mrs. Louise H. Howe
Mrs. Patricia L. Katashuk
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth C. Kirsch
Ms. Anna Lavocat

Ms. Maureen Rogers
Mr. Carl Schmid
Mrs. Mary Lou Shedd
Ms. Sally A. Smith
St. James UMW of Niagara Falls
Mr. David Sutor
Mr. Jeffrey Torgerson
Mrs. Iris A. Vanderburgh
Rev. Joanne Vineyard
Miss Frances I. Wilson
Ms. Jessica Winfield
Mr. Raymond R. Zieja
Anonymous

IN-KIND DONATIONS

Mrs. Nancy Swift Irvine
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Kish
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar L. Peard
Smallwood Garden Club
Mrs. Janice E. Stanford
Todd Company

Preserving Those Memories
Still have boxes of old photos around the house you’d like to preserve and pass down?

Here are some helpful hints for the care and handling of photos:

F On the back, write the date/location the photo was taken, as well as names of anyone in the photo.  
Best to use an archival quality pen or a soft pencil. 

F Avoid using paper clips or other fasteners on your photos.

F Handle photos only after washing your hands, or wear 100% cotton gloves.

F Store in a dry, cool, clean stable environment, such as a closet – attics, 
garages and basements are not the best places to store photos.  

F Keep photos away from light, heat and water.

F Store in acid-free archival boxes that have passed the Photographic Activity 
Test (PAT) or albums that feature archival sleeves (avoid the self-sticking albums).

F Consider digitally scanning and copying your photo files onto CDs.

Preserving your family memories for future generations is important – and easy to do!

Thank you for your support!
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HONORARIUM/MEMORIAL DONATIONS

In honor of Becky Karnath

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Weltjen

In honor of Miriam R. Minsker

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Brown

In honor of Nonnie Smith

Mr. Terrell Henry

In honor of 
Mr. and Mrs. Avrom Sterman

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Frawley

In memory of 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Adelmann

Mrs. Betty A. Coon

In memory of Barbara Anderson

Ms. Gladys N. Beverly
Ms. Ardith M. Edenhofer
Ms. Ellen D. Glassman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Johnson
Mr. George L. Kraus
Charlene and Lodema Kurtz
Ms. Marion Lenz 
Ms. Joan L. Miller
Mrs. Eleanor A. Molnar
Rev. and Mrs. Carl D. Onofrio
Queensborough National Bank & Trust
Ms. Jean Yanik
Ms. Carol Yetto 

In Memory of Jack C. Anthony

Mrs. Sally D. Murphy

In memory of Philip J. Boudreau

Mr. and Mrs. James R. Austin
Mr. Allan C. Christman, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hamilton

In memory of Ella “Ecky” Broad

Ms. Susan H. Dewey, LCSW
Ginny, Thom, Caitlin, Christopher and
Laura Dosch

In memory of Norine Burge

Mr. and Mrs. George Ziatts

In memory of Margie F. Cale

Ms. Susan E. Hefferman
Ms. Mary McCracken
Mr. and Mrs. Frank A. Serrio
H. Jeanette Willert, Ph.D.

In memory of 
Oscar and Koren Carlson

Mrs. Nancy Hayes

In memory of Florence E. Cheman

Mrs. Nancy Kiss

In memory of Teresa A. Colucci

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth J. Bubar
Ms. Gail E. Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin J. Haller
Mrs. Joyce A. Hellems
Robb and Donna McKerrow and Family
Mr. and Mrs. David T. Styn
Ms. Patricia A. Ulrich
Mr. and Mrs. Carl J. Weigel

In memory of Vincent J. Costanza

Vincent and Donna Vaccarelli

In memory of Marcia A. Ely

Dr. Barry F. and Mrs. Jean M. Wood

In memory of William J. Giesler

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald F. Spohn

In memory of Charles Goris

Ms. Amanda Kuczmanski

In memory of 
Alice and Herbert Haefner

Mrs. Jane H. Bielan
Mrs. Helen H. Peacock

In memory of Esther S. Hall

Mr. Edward G. Hall

In memory of Helen Johnson

Mrs. G. Evaline Schaal

In memory of David J. Karam

Family and Friends
Mrs. Therese Karam 

In memory of Winifred K. Malarkey

Mr. and Mrs. Charles P. Malarkey

In memory of Verna Nalbach

Mrs. Marie Frontera

In memory of Pearl A. Nalezynski

Mr. and Mrs. Francis J. Brysinski

In memory of Theresa Nuwer

Michael and Louise Magner

In memory of Thomas E. Ray

Mr. and Mrs. David Ray

In memory of John Peter Reeb

Mr. and Mrs. John E. Reeb

In memory of Lorna I. Sadler

Trinity UMW, Mary Circle

In memory of Dick and Gwen Sain

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen H. Sain

In memory of Mary F. Venneman

Mrs. Sally D. Murphy

In memory of 
Zenon and Mary Warstock

Ms. Marietta W. Bratton

In memory of John G. Wick

Caring Transitions

In memory of Walter J. Wisniewski

Ms. Mary Wisniewski
Mr. Michael Wisniewski

Memories of Growing Up in Buffalo – From Our Residents:

“We used to have family picnics in Delaware Park. It was such a nice park!
My dad taught me to swim by throwing me in the lake in the park.”

— Bonnie
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Beechwood Continuing Care staff members and volunteers were honored at the LeadingAge Western New York
38tha Annual Recognition Dinner held at Samuel’s Grande Manor on May 13th.  The following employees
received the staff member of the year award. The following volunteers were honored for their dedication to

serving our Homes’ residents.

Asbury Pointe
James Hall, Dining Services/Server – James has been a member of the Asbury dining services team since 2013.

He is a hard worker who is not only thoughtful and dedicated to our residents, he takes the lead where needed.  He
works well with all staff and is always ready to pick up extra shifts when needed.

Jason Steger, Maintenance/Supervisor – Jason has been a member of the Plant Operations Team since 2007.
Jason leads by example.  The word “no” or “it can’t be done” is not part of Jason’s vocabulary.  It is his positive attitude
and genuine kindness that make him a true asset to Asbury Pointe.

Beechwood Homes
Kurt Woods, Nursing/SNA – Kurt embodies the Welcome Home philosophy each time he enters a resident

household at Beechwood.  He greets staff and all the residents with a bright smile . . . taking time to talk with resi-
dents, asking about their families and showing genuine concern for their well-being.  Kurt knows what each of his res-
idents like or dislike and goes above and beyond to make sure they have the best care possible. 

Alvin Haven,  Volunteer/Spiritual Life – Al is an amazing man of many talents and a huge heart.  In 1995, Al
won this same award – but he didn’t sit on his laurels or bask in the praise.  He simply went back to work volunteer-
ing, as he has done now for 23 years!  Whether he is playing the harmonica or serving as lector for church services,
Al’s dedication to those who make Beechwood their home is an extraordinary gift that keeps on giving!

Blocher Homes
Andrew Bellucci, Administration/Receptionist – Andrew is a very caring staff member and it is well known

that he is a favorite of all our residents!   He is always upbeat and enthusiastic and has built many close relationships
with our residents over the years. Besides his receptionist duties, Andrew often assists residents with their TV’s, phones,
remotes, etc.

Bonnie Tresselt, Activities/Volunteer – Bonnie has been with the Blocher Service Guild since 1998 and has
held the office of Co-President since 2000!  She can always be counted on to help out with many of the special pro-
grams and parties that take place at Blocher, taking on added responsibilities whenever needed with a smile!

2015 LeadingAge WNY Scholarship Winner
Mary Catherine Costanza, Blocher Dining Server, is the recipient of one of the $500 LeadingAge WNY

Healthcare Scholarships. She is presently attending the Niagara County Community College and is pursuing her
Associates Degree in Nursing. 

BCC Employees and Volunteers Honored
at LeadingAge WNY Annual Dinner

LEADINGAGE – EMPLOYEE & VOLUNTEER AWARDS
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LEADINGAGE – EMPLOYEE & VOLUNTEER AWARDS

Know someone thinking about retirement community living?
Tell them about Asbury Pointe’s FREE open house,
taking place from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on:

Saturday, October 17, 2015
Guests will be able to tour available apartments (many of which have newly-upgraded amenities
such as granite countertops, stainless steel appliances and custom cupboards) as well as see the

grounds, speak to current residents, get answers to questions about retirement 
community living and enjoy delicious refreshments.

Our open houses are open to the public; reservations are not required.

For more information, call (716) 810-7500

Blocher Homes

B. Gorenflo, Adm., Mary Catherine Costanza, and
Sue Sawyer, Dining Services Director

Beechwood Homes

K. Anderson, VP Finance, Al Haven, 
and R. Kusmierczyk, Recreation Director

Blocher Homes

B. Tresslet, B. Gorenflo, Adm.,
and Andrew Bellucci

Beechwood Homes

K. Woods and S. Smith, Nursing Director

Asbury Pointe

J. Hall, K. Grady, Exec. Director Asbury Pointe, and  J. Steger

Congratulations to All! 
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A “tweet” way to pass the time.

Several Beechwood residents require very special attention, including a diet that is specifically formulated and
includes plenty of fresh greens and vitamin water, a thorough cleaning and disinfecting of their “home” every
couple of months, regular medical checkups and nail and beak trimmings.

Beaks?

If you’ve ever visited Beechwood, you’ve seen our two aviaries, each of which house eight 
or so Australian and African finches.  They’re beautiful, colorful little birds, with a sweet song and
entertaining antics that make it very difficult to not stop and enjoy them for several minutes.  And
our residents love them.

“They’re playful, they’re funny and our residents enjoy just sitting and watching them,”
says Sue Moran, Director of Welcome Home Services, who maintains the second floor aviary.  “The
residents fuss over them,” agrees Christine Kobus, who maintains the first floor aviary. “It gets our 
residents out of their rooms and gives them great pleasure.”

The aviaries were donated by families of former Beechwood residents, who were grateful for the care their loved
ones received. They were built by Bill Madigan, a cabinetmaker and birding enthusiast from Virginia.  Every three
months or so, Bill comes to Beechwood, recages the birds, cleans and disinfects the aviaries, makes any needed
repairs, gives the birds medical check ups and any grooming they need and leaves special food for them.

“These birds have very unique personalities,” says Bill, who has roughly 100 finches at his home. “They’re much
more docile than other birds, with a softer, sweeter song, and they’re very funny.  I never tire of watching them!”

Even Abby, Beechwood’s house cat, has come to enjoy her feathered friends. From a distance, that is.
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