
Following 30 plus years of service Beechwood
Homes Administrator, Kathy Nyquist,
announced her decision to retire at the end of

this past January.   

Kathy began her service in 1984 as a physical ther-
apist and quickly advanced to the position of Director
of Rehabilitation Services. In 1995, Kathy became the
first Clinical Specialist in Geriatric Physical Therapy in
Western New York.  She was instrumental in the
development and success of the Wesley Rehabilitation
Center which opened in 1996.  In January 2001,
Kathy was promoted to the position of Assistant
Administrator and shortly afterward became the
Administrator of Record.   

Kathy quickly demonstrated herself as a leader in
culture change and the movement toward person-
centered care.  In 2012, Kathy was the recipient of the
James W. Sanderson Memorial Award for Leadership –
LeadingAge New York’s highest recognition for 
leadership.

A retirement party was held at MusicalFare
Theatre’s Cabaret where Kathy’s  Beechwood friends,
peers and her entire family got together to wish her 
a heartfelt and entertaining farewell.  

It is with grateful hearts that Beechwood Homes
congratulates Kathy for over 30 years of leadership and
service.  She is wished good health and much happi-
ness in her retirement.

The dedication and devotion demonstrated by
Kathy to her Beechwood family is an inspiration 
and will be fondly remembered for years to come…
Thank You!

A BEECHWOOD CONTINUING CARE PUBLICATION SPRING 2015

Kathy Nyquist,
Beechwood Homes Administrator Retires

Kathy’s Beechwood Continuing Care “family”

Sharon Carlo, former Beechwood administrator and party MC, and
“friends” provide good natured entertainment.

Kathy (2nd from the rt) with proud family

A better way of caring.  A better way of living.
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Please join us in welcoming Rich McCune, who has been
appointed administrator of Beechwood Homes in
February upon the retirement of Kathy Nyquist.  Rich

will oversee all facility operations and budgets for Beechwood.
He comes to us with more than 25 years of experience in health-
care management here in Western New York and his home state
of Michigan.  Prior to his current position, Rich spent 16 years
with Elderwood Senior Care as administrator at several of their
facilities, with the majority of his tenure at Oakwood in Amherst.  

“With his extensive and wide-ranging experience in long
term health care, Rich will provide the strong leadership neces-
sary to ensure a bright future for the Beechwood Homes and the
residents we serve,” said CEO Daniel O’Neill. “I am confident he
will be a valuable resource as we continue to enhance and refine our person-centered care Welcome Home
initiative.  With the ever-changing long term care environment and the diverse needs of our aging WNY com-
munity, Rich is perfectly suited to identify growth opportunities and implement new specialty care programs
going forward.  But what is truly his gift is his dedication to the resident experience and how he can assist staff
through his support and vast knowledge in providing the highest quality of care for our residents.”

Rich resides in Orchard Park with his wife, Barbara, and their three daughters. He is a graduate of Cornell
University.

“Welcome aboard” Rich!

left to right: Leslie Miesner, CNA, Jack Killian, board chair, 
Lois Sugar, resident and Rich McCune, administrator

Want to enjoy retirement without the hassles of home maintenance (including no more worries 
about snow removal or ice dams)? Dreaming of living independently in a luxurious yet neighborly 
community with activities that interest you?  Then Asbury Pointe Retirement Community is just 

what you’re looking for!
Asbury Pointe offers a hometown neighborhood atmosphere with a host of amenities – including underground

parking and five-star dining facilities.  Stop by during one of our open houses and enjoy a stress free tour of our
beautiful, newly updated apartments, see our landscaped grounds, speak to current residents and get answers to any
questions you have.

Join us on the following Saturdays from 1 – 4 p.m.
May 16 F June 13 & 20 F July 18 F August 15 & 22

For more information, call (716) 810-7500

Asbury Pointe hosting FREE open houses.

Beechwood Welcomes Rich McCune
as Administrator
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BCC Annual Years of Service Recognition

Congratulations to Everyone!!!

Publicly recognizing our dedicated staff who have been an extended part of our Beechwood, Blocher and
Asbury Pointe family is always a pleasure.  Each year staff are honored for their multiple years of service for 
providing quality and compassionate care to our residents.  Together we celebrate at a luncheon in their honor
where they are awarded with a special gift.  Our sincere thanks to these dedicated staff members who have
given our residents so much for so many years!

25 YEARS40 AND 30 YEARS 20 YEARS

10 YEARS15 YEARS 5 YEARS

CEO Daniel O’Neill with Faith, Kathy and Barb

40 YEARS OF SERVICE

Barbara Gorenflo

30 YEARS OF SERVICE

Faith Busselle
Kathy Nyquist

25 YEARS OF SERVICE

Kathleen Eschborn
Linda Morgan
Sharon Nerogic

20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Michael Annunziato
Jennifer Buczynski
Holly May
Cheryl Morgan
Robin Napier
Sandra Parker

15 YEARS OF SERVICE

Felicetta Ball

Michael Bliss
Nancy Booker
Kevin Chambers
Christina Curry
Rex Dawson
Kimberly Feldbauer
Kymberli Fernsted
Stephen Imerese
Aleyamma Jos
Paula Lawrence
Laurie Mittlefehldt
Donna Seitz
Kathryn Simme

10 YEARS OF SERVICE

Linda Aderman
Nancy Brady
Jerry Bussard
Erika Cacciatore
Sandra Deering
Theresa Flanigan
Danielle Haines

Robert Imbs
Yelena Khasbatova
Susan Kowal
Marsha Kurzawski
Sarah Labarbera
Balbir Mathaun
Andrew Nagorski
Laura Polley
Kellie Ryan-Woodcock
Cynthia Worth
Zemira Rizvanovic

5 YEARS OF SERVICE

Vincent Battaglia
Larry Bodie
Kathrine Brownell
Brittany Cavaretta
Amy Cooper
Steve Desouza
Sara Fries
Kristen Glieco
Tanesia Hood

Ronna Hunter
Maggie Jagoe
Luciana Johnson
Tikisha Lane
Michael Matusiak
Tully Moeller
Emily Mroz
Rahsaan Norman
Tamara Perez
Calvin Peyton
Yvonne Pappagallo
Marivel Reyes
Kelly Rezabek
Susan Rogacki
Charlene Rozewicz
April Schneider
Zachary Slaper
Susan Terranova
Dawn Wikar



LEADERS ($5,000 & OVER)
Darwin E. and 
Evelyn E. Ellis Fund**

Mrs. Albertine K. Moran

FOUNDERS ($1,000 TO $2,999)
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond A. Boy
Mr. and Mrs. Ned J. Gian, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John Hurley
Rich and Barb McCune
Mrs. Susan M. Moran
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Tanski

SPONSORS ($500 TO $999)
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Braun
I Squared R Element Co., Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Frawley
Mr. David R. Fry
Mrs. Barbara Gorenflo
Holark Systems
Ms. Eileen M. Lew
Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. Lombardo
Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Meiss
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Miller
Mrs. Cynthia M. Mykins
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel P. O’Neill
Ms. Susan M. Sawyer
Mrs. Kathryn Simme
Robert and Cheryl Wasson
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Zerby
Anonymous

PATRONS ($100 TO $499)
Mrs. Kristin M. Anderson
Mrs. Colleen Bandinelli
Mrs. Ellen M. Beck
Mrs. Penny Blask
Blocher Homes Do-Gooders
Blocher Resident Council
Mr. and Mrs. Jerald F. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Peter A. Calandra, Jr.
Mr. Allan C. Christman, Jr.
Dr. Marguerite L. Coppens

Mrs. Sandra Cryst
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Duggleby
Mrs. Barbara A. Gasiewicz
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Gilbert
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Grady
Hamburg UMW
Mrs. Elaine M. Hare
Hope UMW
Mr. Brian Hyzy
Mrs. Jill L. Jacobs
Ms. Stefanie Janusz
Mr. Daniel Jelonek
Ms. Mary B. Kasbohm
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Kish
Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Kollatz, Jr.
Mr. Kameron Kontos
Mrs. Carol M. Kramer
Mr. Eugene and 
Dr. Jayne Kremzier

Ms. Rosemarie Kusmierczyk
Ms. Holly Lange
Ms. Barbara A. Mangan
Mr. & Mrs. William J. McLaughlin
Mrs. Patricia S. Noyes
Mr. and Mrs. Walter J. Olszewski
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Perry
Mr. Anthony and 
Rev. Mary Ann Pula

Mrs. Rita Savage
Richard G. Schwind & Rhoda 
Robertson Schwind Fund**

Small Indulgences
Mrs. Mary Margaret Tinney
Ms. Kathleen Towart
Joseph and Linda Warthling
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Wells, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Witte
Mrs. Jean M. Wood and 
Mr. Frederick S. Wood*

Anonymous

FRIENDS (UNDER $100)
Ms. Sandra R. Abato

Mr. Michael T. Annunziato
Ms. Latasha Banks
Ms. Kathleen L. Barber
Mrs. Barbara K. Bartels
Ms. Diana G. Becker
Mr. and Mrs. George Bellaire
Bethany UMW
Ms. Mary Blood
Ms. Nicole Bosley
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Brown
Carr Marketing Communications
Mr. Franklin Carter
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis S. Chace
Mr. Robert A. Christ
John L. Conboy, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. William M. DeRoo
Mrs. Marie Frontera
Dr. and Mrs. Chester J. Gary
Mrs. Shirley Giesler
Mrs. Zella Glickman
Mr. and Mrs. John Graziani
Mrs. Karen A. Grey
Mr. John Harry Hemperly
Miss Karen J. Hoffmann
Ms. Hongjuan Jing
Ms. Doris J. Johnson
Mrs. Barbara R. Kane
Mrs. Beverly Kiefer
Ms. Melanie Koch
Mr. Vincent S. Knaze
Ms. Katie Krug
Mr. Richard H. Lacey
Ms. Susan A. Lattka
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Lau
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lestition
Mrs. Sandra C. Marchione
Ms. Yvette L. Marin
Mrs. Geraldine T. McFarland
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Metz
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Miller
Ms. Laurie Mittlefehldt
Ms. Jefarra Moody

Ms. Kimberley J. Norwich
Ms. Magen O’Malley
Ms. Monica Overton
Ms. Makala Parks
Mr. and Mrs. John Pauly
Mrs. Blessing Person
Mr. and Mrs. Milton B. Punnett
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Reeb
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth W. Rideout
Mr. Michael A. Rodriguez-Batiz
Mr. and Mrs. Norman L. Russell
Mrs. Helen E. Rydzak
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Schultz
Ms. Diane K. Schutt
Mrs. Caroline Smigelsky
Mrs. Joan P. Smith
Rev. and Mrs. Eldon D. Snyder
Dr. Robert A. Spangler
Ms. Cheryl Strassburg
Mr. and Mrs. Milton J. Strebel
Mr. and Mrs. Fredric B. Stubinger
Mr. Richard J. Tonucci
Mrs. Diane Voght
Ms. Patricia Wachob
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Walker
Mr. and Mrs. David Wedekindt
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Weig
Ms. Marilyn R. Welker
Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Wischerath
Mr. and Mrs. A. Neil Yerkey
Mrs. Phyllis S. Zenger
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Zoladz
Anonymous

IN-KIND DONATIONS

Botanicus, Inc.
Miss Pauline C. Felicini*
Mrs. Sylvia A. Hahn
Mrs. Lorraine Johnson
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph A. LaNasa
Mrs. Mary Ann Mueller
Mrs. Wanda Reipold
Mrs. Marion Wilcox

DECEMBER 1, 2014 TO APRIL 30, 2015
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HONOR ROLL OF DONORS TO THE BEECHWOOD/BLOCHER FOUNDATION

* Deceased ** Through the Community Foundation for Greater Buffalo

IN EMORIAM

It is with great sadness to report that Beechwood Continuing Care and our WNYcommunity
have recently lost three former board members –

Joan K. Holzman, Robert E. Sommers and Frederick S. Wood
All three were generous board members and donors who gave of their time and talents to 

ensure that the residents of our Beechwood Continuum received the highest quality of care in 
an environment that was life affirming and homelike.  Their dedicated service spanned

over 39 years and we are forever grateful.  They will be greatly missed.
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c

c
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VOLUNTEERS LUNCHEON
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At Beechwood, we appreciate our more than 160 volunteers who, on a regular basis, donate their time
to us by assisting residents with their mail; helping out in the gift shop and bistro; reading books to
our residents; pet therapy; transporting residents; providing entertainment; conducting religious, edu-

cational and creative programs; helping in the garden and in many other ways. 

That’s why we are pleased, every year, to honor and acknowledge those who go above and beyond to give
of their time, energy, knowledge and love by hosting a special luncheon in their honor.  This year’s luncheon
was held on April 22 and included keynote speaker Sharon Carlo, former administrator at Beechwood and long
time friend, as well as a delicious lunch prepared by our talented chefs at Asbury Pointe. 

Two of our long-time volunteers were honored as Volunteers of the Year at the luncheon:

Al Haven, who has volunteered at Beechwood Homes for 23 years.  Al
serves as a lector at our church services, entertains our residents on the
harmonica and regularly visits with residents one on one.

Bonnie Tresselt, who has been a member of the Blocher Service Guild
for 17 years, serving as co-president since 2000. Bonnie can always be
counted on to help out with parties and concerts, and is such a cheerful
and kind person that residents and staff all enjoy her company.

Bonnie and Al will be publicly recognized at the annual
LeadingAge of WNY banquet in May at Samuel’s Grand Manor.

A very special “Thank you!” to all
of our wonderful volunteers - we couldn’t do it without you!

“The World is Hugged by
the Faithful Arms of Volunteers.”

Interested in volunteering?
We are always looking for new volunteers, ages 16 and older.

For more information, contact Beechwood’s Rose Kusmierczyk at 810-7101
or Blocher’s Holly Lange at 810-7403

Look for the 3rd Annual Party at the “Beech!”
Thursday, May 14, 2015

Beechwood Homes F 2235 Millersport Highway F Getzville, NY
Admission is just a $25 gift card from a local retail store

See back page for more details



6

In honor of Nancy E. Alabiso
Our Lady of Fatima Prayer Group

In honor of Beechwood Homes Ministries
Rev. and Mrs. Wayne M. West

In honor of Beechwood Homes 
Wesley & Rehab Excellent Staff
Mr. Thomas B. Mangus

In honor of Mary E. Brass
Mr. Timothy Brass

In honor of Friends
Mrs. Joyce Moser

In honor of Eleanor Hollasch
Mrs. Theo R. Hepburn

In honor of Richard Janicke
Ms. Marie Janicke

In honor of Helen Johnson
Ms. G. Evaline Schaal

In honor of Mildred C. Metz
Mr. Roger Metz

In honor of Miriam R. Minsker
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Kincaid
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. LaRosa
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Minsker, Jr.

In honor of Mary Ann Mueller
Mrs. Mary D. Styn

In honor of John J. Murray
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur A. Russ

In honor of Kathy Nyquist
Beechwood Service Guild
Mr. and Mrs. James Davis

In honor of Rev. Eldon 
and Ginny Snyder’s 90th Birthday’s
Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. Loring

In memory of Phyllis R. Barish
Ms. Barbara Abelson

In memory of Ethel M. Benz
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon F. Reed

In memory of Lewis R. Bieger
Mrs. Jean Bieger

In memory of Calvin and Alice Blatchford
Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. Loring

In memory of Leona J. Bolt
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald K. Hook

In memory of Ella “Ecky” Broad
Julia E. Grant, Ph.D.
Family and Friends

In memory of Norma Campbell
Ms. Alexis Terrell

In memory of Betty E. Clairmont
Trinity Amherst UMW

In memory of Adelia and Howard Clark
Ms. Marcia L. Rhinehart

In memory of Amy Corwin
The Mazyrka Family
Mr. and Mrs. F. Barry Moir
Family and Friends

In memory of Elgih Cowgill, Sr.
Ms. Dejanae Brooks

In memory of Ruth L. Daigler
Mr. Paul Guagenti

In memory of Thomas DiGrace
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Ryan

In memory of Dr. Adelmo P. Dunghe
Mr. Michael Dunghe

In memory of Marcia A. Ely
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon R. Adams
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard R. Anderson
Dr. Joel, Sheila, Sarah and Carly Bernstein
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth P. Born
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Bradley
Mrs. Patricia C. Cusack
Mr. and Mrs. David Essrow
Examplary Needle Guild
Ms. Barbara J. Hein
Hudson Valley Community College
Hull House Foundation Members
J & L Premier Landscaping
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Jarmusz
Mrs. Sonia Kahl
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Klepser
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph A. LaNasa
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Levin
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Lown
Ms. Margaret Makowski-Greenky
Ms. Marilyn T. Mendelson
Dr. and Mrs. David C. Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh I. Miller, Sr.
Dr. and Mrs. Albert S. Mowery, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. William E. O’Connor
Mr. John L. Pieri
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Pirson
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Potter
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis J. Speller
John A. Tuyn
Mrs. Patricia Vershay
Mrs. Joan Finley Wright

In memory of Betty A. Field
Family and Friends

In memory of Richard Frazier
Ms. Veronica Frazier

In memory of Helen F. Gentile
Mr. Paul Guagenti

In memory of Lucretia A. Geraci
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Jarmusz

In memory of William J. Giesler
Ms. Judith A. Boeheim
Ms. Sandra F. DeGlopper
Mr. Gerald E. Gentile
Mr. and Mrs. Ira H. Harbaugh, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Jarmusz
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Lyttle
Thomas C. Mahl, M.D.
Mrs. Charlotte F. Oczek
Ms. Susan Schultz

In memory of Ruth M. Gittere
Mr. and Mrs. Paul F. Gittere

In memory of Lillian “Swanie” Graves
Blocher Service Guild

In memory of Kevin Griggs
Mrs. Kathleen Snyder

In memory of Herbert and Alice Haefner
Mrs. Jane H. Bielan
Mrs. Helen H. Peacock

In memory of Frances D. Hartel
Mark and Loretta Keller

In memory of Joan K. Holzman
Mrs. Lynn V. Cannon

In memory of Mary Ann Janiak
Mr. Edmund Janiak

In memory of Frank and Teresa Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Gilles P. Rainville

In memory of Elaine F. Kunkel
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Critelli
Ms. Eileen M. Giarraffa
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Kelchlin
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Kross
Mr. Edward Mack
Ms. Annette Marchese
Ms. Carol A. Meier
Ms. Alma B. Tannehill

In memory of Charles L. Lumsden
Mrs. Gloria B. Lumsden

HONORARIUM/MEMORIAL DONATIONS

DECEMBER 1, 2014 TO APRIL 30, 2015

Your Support is Greatly Appreciated!
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HONORARIUM/MEMORIAL DONATIONS

In memory of Louise M. Matteliano
Mrs. Angela Cartonia
Mr. Andrew Caruana
Ms. Kathleen Caruana 
Mrs. Marie Caruana
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen J. Frisicaro
Dr. Andrew and Kerry Matteliano
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Matteliano
Mrs. Carrie Mendola
Mr. and Mrs. George Pullman
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Scaduto
Ms. Jo A. Schweitzer
Mr. Sam Sciandra
Mr. James E. Sieckmann

In memory of Esther McKinnis
Trinity Amherst UMW

In memory of Marie Meyer
Mrs. Kathleen M. Gademske

In memory of John Minsker
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Minsker, Jr.

In memory of Eleanor Nemeti
Mrs. Kelly Rezabek

In memory of Dora A. Nenni
Richard and Mary Ball 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Healy
Kevin Herr and Denise Hopcus
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Hickey
Ms. Rhiannon Hopcus
Mr. Kevin J. Howard
Mr. and Mrs. David Kacprowicz
Mrs. Celeste A. Kersten
Ms. Pam Kotcher
Ms. Kathie Nenni
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Niles
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth V. Pettine
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Scotti
Mrs. Nicoletta Sebastiano
Mr. and Mrs. Orrin Tobbe
Ms. Pamela J. Wehling
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Wolf

In memory of Raymond and Neva Noal
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Cianciolo, Jr.

In memory of Phyllis Olivia Noble
Lt. Col. Richard J. Noble, Jr.

In memory of Susan I. Owens
Dr. Barry F. and Mrs. Jean M. Wood

In memory of Jean and Richard Pape
Mrs. Barbara J. Brenchley

In memory of Brenda Poindexter
Ms. Mildred Cochrane-Williams

In memory of Roberta Portee
Ms. Precious Tillman

In memory of Thomas E. Ray
Mrs. Catherine Ray

In memory of Jeanette Rech
Mark and Loretta Keller

In memory of Frances Rosen
Ms. Lois D’Arcangelo

In memory of Floris H. Sarver
Ms. Patricia Luke

In memory of Dean Scheifla
Mrs. Kristin Cerami
Mrs. Kathleen Scheifla
Mr. Patrick Scheifla

In memory of 
Charles and Elizabeth (Betty) Schmidt
Mrs. Charlene Daniels
Ms. Barbara Delenkitis
Mrs. Julie A. Tronolone

In memory of M. Marjorie Schultz
Mr. and Mrs. Lester C. Bennett
Ms. Bette Brunish
Mrs. Betty Jean Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Spencer
Mr. and Mrs. Fritz Thomas

In memory of Arthur E. Shade, III
Mrs. Natalie Matricardi

In memory of 
Claude and Onnolee Shenton
Mr. and Mrs. Edward M. Shenton

In memory of Mayonia Smith
Ms. Veronica Frazier

In memory of Eugene Smith
Ms. Shauna McDow

In memory of Roselyn Smithson
Mr. and Mrs. David Waller

In memory of Robert E. Sommer
Family and Friends

In memory of Pauline Steel
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Steel

In memory of 
Frank and Barbara Swansfeger
Mr. Jayme and Rev. Mary A. Kelly

In memory of Elizabeth Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Jarmusz

In memory of Agnes B. Thuman
Mr. William C. Thuman

In memory of Grace S. Weissgerber
Ms. Susan Weissgerber

In memory of Ray Weil
Family and Friends

In memory of Frederick S. Wood
Ms. Patricia A. Brown
Roger and Peggy Davison
The Forest Lawn Group
Mr. John Grela
Mr. and Mrs. R. Bradley Herbert
Ms. Kay Hilmey
Mr. Joe Mantione
Ms. Mary Martin
Ms. Becky Miller
The Schmelzer Family
Mrs. Mary Sippel
Mr. Andrew Stilwell
Mr. and Mrs. R. Mark Virus
Mr. and Mrs. David F. Wood
Robert F. Wood and Family

In memory of Richard A. Wozniak
Julia Wozniak and Family

In memory of Dr. Laurence C. Wright
Mrs. Joan Finley Wright

In memory of Helmut Zimmerman
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Steel

DECEMBER 1, 2014 TO APRIL 30, 2015

Your Support is Greatly Appreciated!
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When she was in kindergarten, Erma Kratzke’s teacher told her she “was better with scissors than any
of her classmates.”  That sparked her interest in art.  In her
senior year at Kensington High School, she won first

prize ($200 for her, a trophy for the school) in a national poster 
contest!  Today, at 91, Erma is still creating award-winning artwork
from her room at Blocher Homes. In fact, one of her paintings has
been chosen as one of 70 entries (out of 200+) to be included in an
exhibit LeadingAge New York will display at its conferences across the
state and, eventually, at its offices.  

“I was thrilled to hear this,” says Erma, who has been honored by
LeadingAge New York in past competitions and has sold many of her
pieces throughout the years.  “I enjoy painting and am glad it gives
pleasure to others.”  While she started out in realism art, Erma eventually switched to abstract and today creates
mostly acrylic paintings and wall sculptures.

Erma has been a resident at Blocher for 12 years though she’s quick to point out she is not one of the oldest
residents!  Erma loves Blocher and says the staff is extremely helpful and supportive of her artwork.  “They bring
me materials to use, they save coupons for me so I can buy supplies – they’re all wonderful!”  In addition to her
painting, Erma enjoys Blocher’s bingo events and, until recently, partici-
pated in morning exercise classes.  “I don’t paint every day,” says Erma,
who prefers to put a drop cloth on her bed rather than use an easel. 
“I paint when I am inspired.”

Meet Our Residents
– Erma Kratzke –

Mrs. Kratzke surrounded by some of her family
at a recent showing of her work in a solo art show at

1045 Elmwood Gallery for the Arts.

Mrs. Kratzke had two pieces of artwork submitted into the
National Weather Center Biennale, an international juried art exhibition sponsored by the
National Weather Center.  Artworks were base on “weather related” pieces of artwork...or
interpretations based on a weather related theme. The above submissions were entitled

“Pooling of Rain Waters” (left), and “Sun Showers” (right).

Some of the artwork at Mrs. Kratzke’s
recent exhibit at 1045 Elmwood Gallery for the Arts.

“Tree in Bloom” - acrylic on canvas
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As seniors begin seeking information on retirement living, assisted living, skilled nursing com-
munities, and rehabilitation centers – there is one very important question they should be asking,
“Are you part of a continuum of care community?”

Our answer at Beechwood Continuing Care is a resounding, “Yes!” 

Why is being part of a continuum so important? Because residents (and
families) need to know that at any given time, their life care needs may change.
They need to feel secure in knowing that no matter what their changing needs,
their transition from one level of care to another is supportive and seamless. 

Consider these scenarios
For example, all residents of Asbury Pointe, Beechwood Continuing Care’s independent retirement commu-

nity, have priority admission status . . . whenever the need arises . . . to Blocher Homes – our assisted living com-
munity, Beechwood Homes – our skilled nursing community or Wesley Rehabilitation Center. When resi-
dents were surveyed and asked why they chose Asbury, the top two answers were, “Because Asbury is part of the
Beechwood continuum” and “Because Asbury is by far second to none in retirement living!”

At the Blocher Homes, many residents come directly from their home
and again . . . the draw is the continuum of care and Blocher’s reputation of
personalized care and dedicated staff. In addition, as one would expect, there
are many residents who transition over to Blocher Homes from Asbury
Pointe, Wesley, and Beechwood.

At Wesley Rehabilitation Center, our short-term sub-acute unit, the
majority of our patients return back to their home. Unfortunately, some can no longer live independently.
However, the good news is that with our continuum, their transition into the Blocher or Beechwood Homes
is smooth and worry free for both the patient/resident and their families. 

And if a resident is in the need of end-of-life care, Beechwood and Hospice Buffalo have partnered to provide
a very specialized and unique unit, Hospice Wells House, that embraces both
the philosophy of hospice principles and our Welcome Home person-centered
approach to care.  

Residents and families need the peace of mind that Beechwood
Continuing Care has to offer – a home no matter what the circumstances of
their health care needs. 

For more information on the benefits of continuing care communities and Beechwood Continuing Care,
call (716) 810-7370 or go to our website at beechwoodcare.org. 

Beechwood Continuing Care
–We Offer It All –

www.beechwoodcare.org



THE COLONEL’S STORY
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Harland Sanders was born in Indiana in 1890.  A sixth-grade dropout, he held many
jobs before his became a household name, including working on a farm, selling tires
and being an army mule-tender.

In the 1930s, while operating a service station, Sanders began cooking for the hungry trav-
elers who stopped for gas. (As a boy, he did much of the family cooking after his father died
and his mother was forced to work.) There was no formal restaurant; patrons sat at Sanders’
dining table in his living quarters. He dubbed his new invention “the home meal replace-
ment,” selling complete fried chicken dinners to busy families. His fame grew to the point
where then-Governor Ruby Laffoon made him a Kentucky Colonel.

Soon more people were coming strictly for his food.  Over the next decade, he perfected his secret blend
of 11 herbs and spices that made his fried chicken so popular.  But in the mid-1950s, a new highway rerouted
traffic away from his restaurant, leaving Sanders with nothing.  He was 65 years old.

Confident his fried chicken was of the highest quality and would be in demand, the
Colonel developed a chicken franchising business. Less than 10 years later, there were more than
600 Kentucky Fried Chicken franchises throughout the U.S. and Canada. In 1964, at the age
of 74, Colonel Harland Sanders sold his interest in the company for $2 million to a group of
investors.

He continued to travel 250,000 miles a year to visit KFC restaurants around the world until
he was fatally stricken with leukemia;  he died in 1980 at the age of 90.  Today, Colonel Sanders’ likeness appears
on millions of buckets and thousands of restaurants in 100 countries around the world.

Not bad for someone who started over just as others would start retirement!

A Finger-lickin’ Good Success Story

Auction and Food Extravaganza...20th Anniversary “Crystal ‘N Ice” Gala 

In celebration of our 20th anniversary, this year’s theme is “Crystal ‘N Ice.”
Look forward to an event full of glitter and glam!  It promises to be another fun filled event! 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 17th!
Kevin O’Connell, WGRZ-TV, has once again agreed to be our 

Master of Ceremonies and Celebrity Auctioneer. 

SAVE THE DATE.. .SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2015

Save the DateSave the Date



Beechwood has always been a pioneer in embracing advancements in long term care and technology to
enhance our resident’s quality of life.   For example, Beechwood was one of the first long term care com-
munities in WNY to move toward an electronic medical record (EMR) in 1996.  According to Barb

Gorenflo, former director of Health Information Management at Beechwood, and present adminis-
trator of the Blocher Homes, “Beechwood Homes has always been at the forefront in recognizing
innovations that will enhance ways to better care for our residents.”

Within the last several years, Beechwood has dedicated its efforts and resources to our person-centered-care ini-
tiative “Welcome Home” which eliminates the institutional model of care.  One component of our recent
efforts has been behind the scenes...increased use of technology to allow our caregivers to spend
more time with our residents and increase safety through more efficient use of data.

Led by Kristin Anderson, V.P. of Finance and IT, an interdisciplary team of social workers, nurses and CNA’s,
and recreation staff was created to launch a comprehensive review of procedures and practices related to care plan-
ning process and utilization of our medical records software, Answers on Demand (AOD).  

After several months, the team identified care planning processes
that could be streamlined by eliminating manual record keeping and
paperwork redundancies.  Now, the entire Resident Care Plan is
electronic and staff can access the same plan...in real time. This
ensures up-to-date care information and frees up valuable time for
staff to spend with our residents.  In addition, the team is finalizing a
software interface that will coordinate medication orders between
Beechwood and Buffalo Pharmacies, its contracted pharmaceutical
supplier.  

Lastly, we are thrilled to announce that as part of our
ongoing relationship with HEALTHeLINK, Beechwood
Homes will be the first skilled nursing facility in WNY to
have our residents’ lab results (provided by Kaleida Labs),
interface directly into our their electronic medical record (EMR).  This allows for results to arrive at
least three hours earlier and triggers an immediate alert if a lab result is abnormal. We are looking for-
ward to adding our imaging provider to this process as well.  HEALTHeLINK, the Western New York Clinical
Information Exchange, is a community-based system for health care providers and consumers to securely and elec-
tronically share important medical and clinical information more efficiently.  Through this health information
exchange, physicians and health care providers such as Beechwood can better serve their consumers by sharing
medical information electronically. Examples of information that can be shared with our residents’ doctors include:
lab results, radiology results, medication history, admission and discharge information, and a variety of other reports.

What is in the future? 
“Opportunities are limited only by our imagination!” said Kristin.“Now that we are able to elec-

tronically access a complete “picture” of our residents’ physical, mental, emotional and spiritual needs,
we will be able to better utilize this information in providing more customized care to our residents
as well as helping recognize trends that could trigger development of new educational programs and
staff in-services to better serve our entire Beechwood community.”  

TECHNOLOGY
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Beechwood Advances Technology
to Enhance Resident Care and Safety

lt to rt: Russ Zizzo, LPN and Eric Cacciatore, LPN,
review the newest data base updates.



www.beechwoodcare.org

E-Newsletter Now Available!  Saves Beechwood Dollars and Trees! 
With the increased cost of printing and postage, Beechwood is looking for more cost-effective ways to communicate with our family

and friends.  If you would like to receive your newsletter as well as other communications through e-mail, please e-mail 
cwasson@beechwoodcare.org, providing your full name and address as well as your preferred e-mail address.

We will note this in our records.

www.facebook.com/BeechwoodContinuingCare
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Our Mission:
Guided by Christian values, 
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individual's quality of living and
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in a supportive environment.
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Look for the 3rd Annual Party at the “Beech!”
– Thursday, May 14, 2015 –

Dig out the Hawaiian shirts and flip flops for our annual gift gathering party to benefit the
Beechwood/Blocher Foundation 2015 Auction and Food Extravaganza:

PARTY AT THE “BEECH”
6:30 - 8:30 pm

Beechwood Homes
2235 Millersport Highway

Getzville, NY 

Admission is just a $25 gift card from a local retail store
RSVP:  (716) 810-7371 or E-mail: elew@beechwoodcare.org


