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JUNIOR SCHOOL 
YEAR 4 

Christian Living 

The Christian Living curriculum in the primary sector is based upon the Positive 
Bible Action curriculum.  Weekly lessons are 45 minutes in length.  Each lesson 
focuses upon a particular event or character from the Bible, with consideration 
and discussion about how the lesson fits in with God’s overall plan for His 
people historically, as well as for us today.  A key emphasis is the establishment 
of a sound level of biblical literacy in students, with the aim that they will 
ultimately find answers for themselves in the Bible, acknowledging the 
relevance of Scripture in all facets of life today.  Ultimately, it is our hope that 
students will come to a point of placing their own faith in Jesus Christ. 

The overall theme for Year 4 is ‘Building Life Castles’.  Studies for this year 
level are primarily focused on the New Testament, including the earthly life, 
ministry, death and resurrection of Christ and the beginnings of the Christian 
church.  There is a strong focus upon the relevance of these lessons upon 
individual character development with topics covered including Who Controls 
Your Life?, Your Inner Character, Learning to Trust God and Courage to Stand 
Alone. 

English 

The English curriculum is built around the three interrelated and integrated 
strands of Language, Literacy and Literature.  Together, these strands focus on 
developing students’ knowledge, understanding and skills in listening, reading, 
viewing, speaking, writing and creating. Learning in English builds upon the 
concepts, skills and processes developed in preceding years, with further 
revision, consolidation and expansion of skills taught as needed. 

The Year 4 English curriculum is taught in a 2-hour block Monday – Friday, 
timetabled as the first class of each day.  Students’ knowledge, understanding 
and fluency in the English language is developed using the THRASS approach, 
which recognises that our language is made up of 44 individual speech sounds, 
or phonemes, which are represented by the 26 letters of the alphabet 
(graphemes).  THRASS is a systematic and linguistically correct approach that 
teaches students how to identify the correct spelling choices when confronted 
with the complexity of matching the correct grapheme to the phoneme that is 
heard. 

Students in Junior School are encouraged to read a wide range of texts, 
including classic and contemporary literature, along with literature from 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander background and texts from or about 
Asia.  Students receive one 45-minute Library lesson per week in addition to the 
ten hours of programmed English classes, enabling access to the resources of 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

the College library and providing for the delivery of a specific Library curriculum 
tailored to each Junior School year level. 

Students experiencing difficulty in Literacy may undertake literacy intervention. 
The Literacy Intervention program supports the general classroom program, 
reinforcing the weekly THRASS spelling focus, as well as high frequency and 
topic words. Comprehension and dictionary skills are also developed to assist 
each student in their reading and writing tasks in the classroom. 

Mathematics 

The Mathematics curriculum comprises three content strands, namely Number 
and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and 
Probability. Integral to the three content strands are four proficiency strands, 
which are Understanding, Fluency, Problem Solving and Reasoning.These 
proficiencies reinforce the significance of working mathematically within the 
content and describe how the content is explored or developed.  They provide 
the language to build in the developmental aspects of mathematics learning. 

At Year 4 level: 

 Understanding includes making connections between representations of 
numbers, partitioning and combining numbers flexibly, extending place 
value to decimals, using appropriate language to communicate times, 
and describing properties of symmetrical shapes 

 Fluency includes recalling multiplication tables, communicating 
sequences of simple fractions, using instruments to measure accurately, 
creating patterns with shapes and their transformations and collecting 
and recording data 

 Problem Solving includes formulating, modelling and recording authentic 
situations involving operations, comparing large numbers with each 
other, comparing time durations and using properties of numbers to 
continue patterns 

 Reasoning includes using generalising from number properties and 
results of calculations, deriving strategies for unfamiliar multiplication and 
division tasks, comparing angles, communicating information using 
graphical displays and evaluating the appropriateness of different 
displays 

The Year 4 Mathematics curriculum is taught Monday to Friday in a 75-minute 
block between recess and lunch time, following the daily English lesson and 
Devotions. 

Integrated Studies 

At Ballarat Christian College the subjects of Studies of Society and Environment 
(SOSE), Science and Technology are addressed through an integrated studies 
approach.  This approach enables conventional subject boundaries to be 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

transcended while promoting higher-order thinking skills through engaging with 
meaningful, real-life integrated topics. 

Visual Arts 

Learning in Visual Arts draws upon and expands learning experiences from 
Prep to Year 2.  It involves students in creating, making and responding to 
visual arts independently, and collaboratively with their classmates, teachers 
and communities.  They continue to experiment with different materials e.g. 
paper, cardboard, plasticine, fabrics etc.  Techniques and processes explored 
may involve weaving, papier-mâché making etc. to make artworks.  Students 
display their work to a variety of audiences from classmates, family members, 
teachers to school communities.  Students’ artworks are regularly displayed at 
Art Exhibitions within the school. 

  

Drama 

Drama in Years 3 and 4 builds upon the experience and learning of students in 
the Early Years. They develop their understanding of role and situation as they 
offer, accept and extend their ideas in improvisation.  They vary voice and 
movement; learn about focus, tension, space and time in their own and others’ 
drama. 

They explore further drama from a range of cultures, times and locations, 
including those of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and from Asia. 

Students maintain safety in dramatic play and in their interaction with other 
participants.  They develop their understanding of the role of the artist and as an 
audience.  As an audience, students focus their attention on the performance 
and respond appropriately to the performance.  They consider why and how 
audiences respond to performance. 

Music 

In Years 3 and 4 the Music curriculum builds upon the experience and learning 
of students in the Early Years.  It involves students making and responding to 
music independently and collaboratively with their peers and teachers.  They 
extend their understanding of the elements of music as they develop their aural 
skills. As they make and respond to music, students explore meaning and 
interpretation, forms and elements including rhythm, pitch and dynamics and 
expression, form and structure, timbre and texture. They explore social and 
cultural contexts of music. They make personal evaluations of their own and 
others’ music. 

They explore further music from a range of cultures, times and locations, 
including those of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and from Asia.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Students maintain safety in using instruments and in their interaction with other 
participants.  They develop further their understanding of the role of the artist 
and as an audience.  As an audience, students focus their attention on the 
performance and respond appropriately to the performance.  They consider why 
and how audiences respond to performance. 

French (LOTE) 

At this level, children are developing awareness of their social worlds and of 
their memberships of various groups including of the French class. They are 
developing literacy capabilities in English, such as writing in the Roman 
alphabet, and this assists to some degree in learning French. They benefit from 
varied, activity-based learning that builds on their interests and capabilities and 
makes connections with other areas of learning. 

Students follow a program called ‘Histoires en Action’. (Stories in Gesture). This 
program has been successfully shown to accelerate students’ acquisition of 
French as a second language through Drama, Music and Dance. Students 
study a story they are already familiar with: ‘The three little pigs’ (Les trois petits 
cochons). French is mostly spoken in class, with the help of gestures. Once 
fluency has developed, students also develop their reading and writing skills, 
and work on various activities such as rehearsing, playing games, improvising 
and eventually, writing activities. At the end of each unit, students perform the 
play and present to their families all the structured and creative work they have 
done. 

  


