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MIDDLE SCHOOL 
YEAR 6 

All subject areas excluding Christian Living are 
founded on Australian Curriculum Standards 

Christian Living 

The Christian Living curriculum in the primary sector is based upon the Positive Bible 
Action curriculum.  Weekly lessons are 45 minutes in length.  Each lesson focuses upon a 
particular event or character from the Bible, with consideration and discussion about how 
the lesson fits in with God’s overall plan for His people historically, as well as for us 
today.  A key emphasis is the establishment of a sound level of biblical literacy in students, 
with the aim that they will ultimately find answers for themselves in the Bible, 
acknowledging the relevance of Scripture in all facets of life today.  Ultimately, it is our hope 
that students will come to a point of placing their own faith in Jesus Christ.  
The overall theme in Year 6 is ‘Winning the Race’.  Studies for this year level contain a 
strong emphasis on the development of Christian character, consideration of the God’s call 
upon our lives and conforming to Christ rather than the world.  The curriculum concludes 
with a more detailed look at why Christ needed to die on the Cross, power for Christian 
Living, and what will happen in the future (end times events, including Christ’s Second 
Advent).     

English 

The English curriculum is built around the three interrelated strands of Language, Literature 
and Literacy. Teaching and learning programs should balance and integrate all three 
strands. Together the strands focus on developing students’ knowledge, understanding and 
skills in listening, reading, viewing, speaking, writing and creating. Learning in English 
builds on concepts, skills and processes developed in earlier years, and teachers will revisit 
and strengthen these as needed. 

In Years 5 and 6, students communicate with peers and teachers from other classes and 
schools, community members, and individuals and groups, in a range of face-to-face and 
online/virtual environments. 

Students engage with a variety of texts for enjoyment. They listen to, read, view, interpret 
and evaluate spoken, written and multimodal texts in which the primary purpose is 
aesthetic, as well as texts designed to inform and persuade. These include various types of 
media texts including newspapers, film and digital texts, junior and early adolescent novels, 
poetry, non-fiction and dramatic performances. Students develop their understanding of 
how texts, including media texts, are influenced by context, purpose and audience. 

The range of literary texts for Foundation to Year 10 comprises Australian literature, 
including the oral narrative traditions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, as 
well as the contemporary literature of these two cultural groups, and classic and 
contemporary world literature, including texts from and about Asia. 

Literary texts that support and extend students in Years 5 and 6 as independent readers 
describe complex sequences, a range of non-stereotypical characters and elaborated 
events including flashbacks and shifts in time. These texts explore themes of interpersonal 
relationships and ethical dilemmas within real-world and fantasy settings. Informative texts 
supply technical and content information about a wide range of topics of interest as well as 
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topics being studied in other areas of the curriculum. Text structures include chapters, 
headings and subheadings, tables of contents, indexes and glossaries. Language features 
include complex sentences, unfamiliar technical vocabulary, figurative language, and 
information presented in various types of graphics. 

Students create a range of imaginative, informative and persuasive types of texts such as 
narratives, procedures, performances, reports, reviews, explanations and discussions. 

Mathematics 

The proficiency strands Understanding, Fluency, Problem Solving and Reasoning are an 
integral part of mathematics content across the three content strands: Number and 
Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. The proficiencies 
reinforce the significance of working mathematically within the content and describe how 
the content is explored or developed. They provide the language to build in the 
developmental aspects of the learning of mathematics. 

At this year level: 

Understanding includes describing properties of different sets of numbers, using fractions 
and decimals to describe probabilities, representing fractions and decimals in various ways 
and describing connections between them, and making reasonable estimations 

Fluency includes representing   integers on a number line, calculating simple percentages, 
using brackets appropriately, converting between fractions and decimals, using operations 
with fractions, decimals and percentages, measuring using metric units, and interpreting 
timetables 

Problem Solving includes formulating and solving authentic problems using fractions, 
decimals, percentages and measurements, interpreting secondary data displays, and 
finding the size of unknown angles 

Reasoning includes explaining mental strategies for performing calculations, describing 
results for continuing number sequences, explaining the transformation of one shape into 
another, explaining why the actual results of chance experiments may differ from expected 
results 

Science 

In Year 6, students explore how changes can be classified in different ways. They learn 
about transfer and transformations of electricity, and continue to develop an understanding 
of energy flows through systems. They link their experiences of electric circuits as a system 
at one scale, to generation of electricity from a variety of sources at another scale and 
begin to see links between these systems. They develop a view of Earth as a dynamic 
system, in which changes in one aspect of the system impact on other aspects; similarly 
they see that the growth and survival of living things are dependent on matter and energy 
flows within a larger system. Students begin to see the role of variables in measuring 
changes and learn how look for patterns and relationships between variables. They 
develop explanations for the patterns they observe, drawing on evidence. 

Studies of Society and the Environment 

The Year 6 curriculum provides a study of the key institutions of Australia’s democratic 
government, including state/territory and federal parliaments, and the court system. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Students learn how state/territory and federal laws are made in a parliamentary system. 
Students examine Australian citizenship and reflect on the rights and responsibilities that 
being a citizen entails. They explore the obligations that people may have as global 
citizens. 

The Year 6 curriculum gives students the opportunity to further develop their understanding 
of economics and business concepts by introducing the concept of opportunity cost and 
why decisions about the ways resources are allocated to meet needs and wants in their 
community involve trade-offs. 

The limited nature of resources means that businesses and consumers make choices. This 
involves consumers choosing what to purchase and businesses choosing the way they 
provide goods and services. Students consider the effect of consumer and financial 
decisions on individuals, the community and the environment. The emphasis in Year 6 is on 
community or regional issues, with opportunities for concepts to also be considered in 
national, regional or global contexts where appropriate. 
 
A diverse and connected world takes a global view of geography and focuses particularly 
on the concepts of place and interconnections. Students learn about the diversity of 
peoples and cultures around the world, the indigenous peoples of other countries, the 
diversity of countries across the world and within the Asia region. They reflect on cultural 
differences and similarities, and on the meaning and significance of intercultural 
understanding. The focus of study becomes global, as students examine Australia’s 
connections with other countries and events in places throughout the world, and think about 
their own and other people’s knowledge of other countries and places. Students’ mental 
maps of the world and their understanding of place are further developed through learning 
the locations of the major countries in the Asia region, and investigating the geographical 
diversity and variety of connections between people and places. 

The inquiry process provides opportunities to gather and represent data, which should be 
used to inform decisions when planning and implementing action on significant global 
issues. 
 
The Year 6 curriculum moves from colonial Australia to the development of Australia as a 
nation, particularly after 1900. Students explore the factors that led to Federation and 
experiences of democracy and citizenship over time. Students understand the significance 
of Australia’s British heritage, the Westminster system, and other models that influenced 
the development of Australia’s system of government. Students learn about the way of life 
of people who migrated to Australia and their contributions to Australia’s economic and 
social development. 

 
French 

At this level, students are widening their social networks, experiences and communication 
repertoires in both their first language and French. They continue to need guidance and 
participate in structured, collaborative tasks that both recycle and extend language. 
Students are gaining greater independence and becoming more conscious of their peers 
and social context. They are gaining greater awareness of the world around them. Learners 
are noticing additional similarities and differences between French language and culture 
and their own. 

 
Students follow a program called ‘Histoires en Action’. (Stories in Gesture). This program 
has been successfully shown to accelerate students’ acquisition of French as a second 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

language through Drama, Music and Dance. Students study the play: ‘How to get there?’ 
(Comment y aller?). French is mostly spoken in class, with the help of gestures. Once 
fluency has developed, students also develop their reading and writing skills, and work on 
various activities such as rehearsing, playing games, improvising and eventually, writing 
activities. At the end of each unit, students perform the play and present to their families all 
the structured and creative work they have done. 

Health & Physical Education 

The Year 6 curriculum supports students to develop knowledge, understanding and skills to 
create opportunities and take action to enhance their own and others' health, wellbeing, 
safety and physical activity participation. Students develop skills to manage their 
emotions, understandthe physical and social changes that are occurring for them 
and examine how the nature of their relationships changes over time. 

The content provides opportunities for students to contribute to building a positive school 
environment that supports healthy, safe and active choices for everyone. They also explore 
a range of factors and behaviours that can influence health, safety and wellbeing. 

Students refine and further develop a wide range of fundamental movement skills in more 
complex movement patterns and situations. They also apply their understanding of 
movement strategies and concepts when composing and creating movement 
sequences and participating in games and sport. Students in Year 5 and 6 
further develop their understanding about movement as they learn to monitor how their 
body responds to different types of physical activity. In addition, they continue to learn 
to apply rules fairly and behave ethically when participating in different physical activities. 
Students also learn to effectively communicate and problem-solve in teams or groups in 
movement settings. 

Art 

In Year 6, learning in Media Arts builds involves students making and responding to media 
arts independently, and collaboratively with their classmates, teachers and communities. 

Students develop their use of structure, intent, character and settings by incorporating 
points of view and genre conventions in their compositions. They explore and use time, 
space, sound, movement, lighting and technologies. They identify the variety of audiences 
for which media artworks are made. They explain the purpose and processes for producing 
media artworks. 

As they experience media arts, students draw on media arts from a range of cultures, times 
and locations. They explore the media arts and influences of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples, and those of the Asia region. Students learn about media arts in and 
beyond their local community. Students explore how representation, characteristics and 
points of view of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples can be presented in media 
artworks. 

As they make and respond to media artworks, students explore meaning and interpretation, 
and forms and elements including structure, intent, character and settings. They explore 
the social, cultural and historical contexts of media arts. They evaluate the use of elements 
of media in media artworks they view and present. 

Students maintain safety in use of technologies and in interaction with others, including the 
use of images and works of others. They consider the ethical behaviour and role of 
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communities and organisations in regulating access to media artworks. Their 
understanding of the roles of artists and audiences builds upon previous bands as students 
engage with more diverse media artworks. 

In Year 6, learning in Visual Arts involves students making and responding to visual arts 
independently, and collaboratively with their classmates, teachers and communities. 

Students extend their awareness of how and why artists, craftspeople and designers 
realise their ideas through different visual representations, practices, processes and 
viewpoints. They develop conceptual and representational skills. They use and apply 
appropriate visual conventions. Students test and innovate with properties and qualities of 
available materials, techniques, technologies and processes. The focus for this 
experimentation is on combining two or more visual arts forms to test the boundaries of 
representation. 

As they experience visual arts, students draw on artworks from a range of cultures, times 
and locations. They explore the influences of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, 
and those of the Asia region. Students explore the practices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander artists to learn about how these artists communicate intention. 

As they make and respond to visual artworks as artists and audiences, students explore a 
diversity of ideas, concepts and viewpoints. They draw ideas from other artists, artworks, 
symbol systems, and visual arts practices in other cultures, societies and times. Suggested 
topics for their inquiry could include examining how artists have explored the concept of 
‘environment’ or ‘sustainability’ in different places and at different times. 

Students extend their understanding of safe visual arts practices and choose to use 
sustainable materials, techniques and technologies. Their understanding of the roles of 
artists and audiences builds upon their experience from the previous band. 
 
Technology 

By the end of Year 6 students will have had the opportunity to create designed solutions at 
least once in four technologies contexts: Engineering principles and systems, Food and 
fibre production, Food specialisations and Materials and technologies specialisations. 
Students should have opportunities to experience designing and producing products, 
services and environments. 

In Year 6 students critically examine technologies − materials, systems, components, tools 
and equipment − that are used regularly in the home and in local, national, regional or 
global communities, with consideration of society, ethics and social and environmental 
sustainability factors. Students consider why and for whom technologies were developed. 

Students engage with ideas beyond the familiar, exploring how design and technologies 
and the people working in a range of technologies contexts contribute to society. They seek 
to explore innovation and establish their own design capabilities. Students are given new 
opportunities for clarifying their thinking, creativity, analysis, problem-solving and decision-
making. They explore trends and data to imagine what the future will be like and suggest 
design decisions that contribute positively to preferred futures. 

Using a range of technologies including a variety of graphical representation techniques to 
communicate, students represent objects and ideas in a variety of forms such as thumbnail 
sketches, models, drawings, diagrams and storyboards to illustrate the development of 
designed solutions. They use a range of techniques such as labelling and annotating 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

sequenced sketches and diagrams to illustrate how products function; and recognise and 
use a range of drawing symbols in context to give meaning and direction. 

Students work individually and collaboratively to identify and sequence steps needed for a 
design task. They negotiate and develop plans to complete design tasks, and follow plans 
to complete design tasks safely, making adjustments to plans when necessary. Students 
identify, plan and maintain safety standards and practices when making designed solutions. 

Drama 

In Years 6, learning in Drama involves students making and responding to devised and 
scripted drama independently, and collaboratively with their classmates, teachers and 
communities. 

Students develop character through voice and movement and extend their understanding 
and use of situation, focus, tension, space and time. They explore language and ideas to 
create dramatic action and consider mood and atmosphere in performance. They use 
conventions of story and other devices such as dramatic symbol to communicate meaning 
and shape and sustain drama for audiences. 

As they experience drama, students draw on drama from a range of cultures, times and 
locations. They explore the drama and influences of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples, and those of the Asia region. Students learn about drama in and beyond their 
local community. Students explore how Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander drama 
develops narrative, drives dramatic tension and uses performance styles and symbolism to 
communicate ideas. 

As they make and respond to drama, students explore meaning and interpretation, forms 
and elements including voice, movement, situation, space and time, and tension. They 
explore the social, cultural and historical contexts of drama. They evaluate the use of 
elements of drama in drama they view and perform. 

Students maintain safety in dramatic play and in interaction with other actors. Their 
understanding of the roles of artists and audiences builds upon previous bands as students 
engage with more diverse performances. 

Music 

In Years 6, learning in Music involves students making and responding to music 
independently, and collaboratively with their classmates, teachers and communities. 

Students develop their aural skills by identifying rhythm, pitch, dynamics and expression, 
form and structure, timbre and texture in music. They sing and play independent parts 
against contrasting parts and recognise instrumental, vocal and digitally generated sounds. 
They explore and use rhythm, pitch, dynamics and expression, form and structure, timbre 
and texture in music they perform and compose. They identify a variety of audiences for 
which music is made. 

As they experience music, students draw on music from a range of cultures, times and 
locations. They explore the music and influences of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples, and those of the Asia region. Students learn how rhythm, pitch and form are used 
to communicate meaning. Students learn about music in and beyond their local community. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

As they make and respond to music, students explore meaning and interpretation, forms 
and elements of music. They explore the social, cultural and historical contexts of music. 
They evaluate the use of elements of music in music they listen to, perform and compose. 

Students maintain safety in using instruments and technologies and in interaction with 
others. Their understanding of the roles of artists and audiences builds upon previous 
bands as students engage with more diverse music. 

Electives (South Star Warriors – Engineering and HHD) 

This elective draws on an integrated approach to teaching core elements from the 
Australian Curriculum in a vertical grouping mode. This elective specifically covers areas 
from the Technology, Physical Education, Food Technology, Health and Digital Technology 
learning areas. 

Electives (Publicity – Digital Technologies, Art and English) 

This elective draws on an integrated approach to teaching core elements from the 
Australian Curriculum in a vertical grouping mode. This elective specifically covers areas 
from the Digital Technology, Art and English learning areas. 

Electives (Performance – Music, Drama, Technology, etc.) 

This elective draws on an integrated approach to teaching core elements from the 
Australian Curriculum in a vertical grouping mode. This elective specifically covers areas 
from the Technology, Drama, Music and Art learning areas. 

  

 


