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MIDDLE SCHOOL 
YEAR 7 

All subject areas excluding Christian Living are 
founded on Australian Curriculum Standards 

Christian Living 

Year 7 Christian Living begins with a study of Cross Examination to allow the 
students to explore the good news of Jesus Christ – the Gospel – as well as 
what an appropriate response to this good news looks like. Year 7 is also the 
beginning of exploring the metanarrative – the overarching story of God’s plan 
for redemption. Students begin at Creation and work their way through to the 
Divided Kingdom. 

English 

The English curriculum is built around the three interrelated strands of 
Language, Literature and Literacy. Teaching and learning programs should 
balance and integrate all three strands. Together the strands focus on 
developing students’ knowledge, understanding and skills in listening, reading, 
viewing, speaking, writing and creating. Learning in English builds on concepts, 
skills and processes developed in earlier years, and teachers will revisit and 
strengthen these as needed. 

In Year 8, students communicate with peers, teachers, individuals, groups and 
community members in a range of face-to-face and online/virtual environments. 
They experience learning in both familiar and unfamiliar contexts that relate to 
the school curriculum, local community, regional and global contexts. 

Students engage with a variety of texts for enjoyment. They listen to, read, view, 
interpret, evaluate and perform a range of spoken, written and multimodal texts 
in which the primary purpose is aesthetic, as well as texts designed to inform 
and persuade. These include various types of media texts including 
newspapers, magazines and digital texts, early adolescent novels, non-fiction, 
poetry and dramatic performances. Students develop their understanding of 
how texts, including media texts, are influenced by context, purpose and 
audience. 

The range of literary texts for Foundation to Year 10 comprises Australian 
literature, including the oral narrative traditions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples, as well as the contemporary literature of these two cultural 
groups, and classic and contemporary world literature, including texts from and 
about Asia. 

Literary texts that support and extend students in Year 8 as independent 
readers are drawn from a range of realistic, fantasy, speculative fiction and 
historical genres and involve some challenging and unpredictable plot 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/English/Advice-on-selection-of-literary-texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/English/Advice-on-selection-of-literary-texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/English/Advice-on-selection-of-literary-texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/English/Advice-on-selection-of-literary-texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/English/Advice-on-selection-of-literary-texts


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

sequences and a range of non-stereotypical characters. These texts explore 
themes of interpersonal relationships and ethical dilemmas within real-world 
and fictional settings and represent a variety of perspectives. Informative texts 
present technical and content information from various sources about 
specialised topics. Text structures are more complex including chapters, 
headings and subheadings, tables of contents, indexes and glossaries. 
Language features include successive complex sentences with embedded 
clauses, unfamiliar technical vocabulary, figurative and rhetorical language, and 
information supported by various types of graphics presented in visual form. 

Students create a range of imaginative, informative and persuasive types of 
texts, for example narratives, procedures, performances, reports and 
discussions, and are beginning to create literary analyses and transformations 
of texts. 

Mathematics 

 
The proficiency strands Understanding, Fluency, Problem Solving and 
Reasoning are an integral part of mathematics content across the three content 
strands: Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and 
Probability. The proficiencies reinforce the significance of working 
mathematically within the content and describe how the content is explored or 
developed. They provide the language to build in the developmental aspects of 
the learning of mathematics. 

At this year level: 

Understanding includes describing patterns in uses of indices with whole 
numbers, recognising  equivalences between fractions, decimals, percentages 
and ratios, plotting points on the Cartesian plane, identifying angles formed by a 
transversal crossing a pair of lines, and connecting the laws and properties of 
numbers to algebraic terms and expressions 

Fluency includes calculating accurately with integers, representing fractions and 
decimals in various ways, investigating best buys, finding measures of central 
tendency and calculating areas of shapes and volumes of prisms 

Problem Solving includes formulating and solving authentic problems using 
numbers and measurements, working with transformations and identifying 
symmetry, calculating angles and interpreting sets of data collected through 
chance experiments 

Reasoning includes applying the number laws to calculations, applying known 
geometric facts to draw conclusions about shapes, applying an understanding 
of ratio and interpreting data displays 

Science 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In Year 7, students explore the diversity of life on Earth and continue to develop 
their understanding of the role of classification in ordering and organising 
information. They use and develop models such as food chains, food webs and 
the water cycle to represent and analyse the flow of energy and matter through 
ecosystems and explore the impact of changing components within these 
systems. They consider the interaction between multiple forces when explaining 
changes in an object’s motion. They explore the notion of renewable and non-
renewable resources and consider how this classification depends on the 
timescale considered. They investigate relationships in the Earth, sun, moon 
system and use models to predict and explain events. Students make accurate 
measurements and control variables to analyse relationships between system 
components and explore and explain these relationships through increasingly 
complex representations. 

Studies of Society and the Environment 

The Year 7 curriculum provides a study of the key features of Australia’s system 
of government and explores how this system aims to protect all Australians. 
Students examine the Australian Constitution and how its features, principles 
and values shape Australia’s democracy. They look at how the rights of 
individuals are protected through the justice system. Students also explore how 
Australia’s secular system of government supports a diverse society with 
shared values. 

The civics and citizenship content at this year level involves two strands: Civics 
and Citizenship Knowledge and Understanding, and Civics and Citizenship 
Skills. These strands are interrelated and should be taught in an integrated way; 
they may be integrated across learning areas and in ways that are appropriate 
to specific local contexts. The order and detail in which they are taught are 
programming decisions. 

The Year 7 curriculum gives students the opportunity to further develop their 
understanding of economics and business concepts by exploring what it means 
to be a consumer, a worker and a producer in the market and the relationships 
between these groups. Students explore the characteristics of successful 
businesses and consider how entrepreneurial behaviour contributes to business 
success. Setting goals and planning to achieve these goals are vital for 
individual and business success, and students consider approaches to planning 
in different contexts, while also considering different ways to derive an income. 
The emphasis in Year 7 is on personal, community, national or regional issues 
or events, with opportunities for concepts to also be considered in the global 
context where appropriate. 
 
There are two units of study in the Year 7 curriculum for Geography: Water in 
the world and Place and liveability. 

Water in the world focuses on water as an example of a renewable 
environmental resource. This unit examines the many uses of water, the ways it 
is perceived and valued, its different forms as a resource, the ways it connects 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

places as it moves through the environment, its varying availability in time and 
across space, and its scarcity. Water in the world develops students’ 
understanding of the concept of environment, including the ideas that the 
environment is the product of a variety of processes, that it supports and 
enriches human and other life, that people value the environment in different 
ways and that the environment has its specific hazards. Water is investigated 
using studies drawn from Australia, countries of the Asia region, and countries 
from West Asia and/or North Africa. 

Place and liveability focuses on the concept of place through an investigation of 
liveability. This unit examines factors that influence liveability and how it is 
perceived, the idea that places provide us with the services and facilities 
needed to support and enhance our lives, and that spaces are planned and 
managed by people. It develops students’ ability to evaluate the liveability of 
their own place and to investigate whether it can be improved through planning. 
The liveability of places is investigated using studies drawn from Australia and 
Europe. 

The Year 7 curriculum provides a study of history from the time of the earliest 
human communities to the end of the ancient period, approximately 60 000 BC 
(BCE) – c.650 AD (CE). It was a period defined by the development of cultural 
practices and organised societies. The study of the ancient world includes the 
discoveries (the remains of the past and what we know) and the mysteries 
(what we do not know) about this period of history, in a range of societies 
including Australia, Egypt, Greece, Rome, China and India. 

 

 

French 
 
Year 7 represent a transition to secondary school. Students in this pathway are 
continuing to study French, bringing with them an established capability to 
interact in different situations, to engage with a variety of texts and to 
communicate with some assistance about their immediate world and that of 
France and other French-speaking communities. They have experience in 
analysing the major features of the language system and in reflecting on the 
nature of intercultural exchanges in which they are involved 

Students follow a program called ‘Jeunesse en Action’. (Youth in Gesture). This 
program has been successfully shown to accelerate students’ acquisition of 
French as a second language through Drama, Music and Dance. Students 
study a play that focuses on young people and sport: Hi, my Friend! (Salut, mon 
ami). French is spoken exclusively in class, with the help of gestures. Regular 
viewing of the student DVD and practising the gestures at home is essential. 
Once fluency has developed, students also develop their reading and writing 
skills, and work on various activities such as rehearsing, playing games, 
improvising and eventually, writing activities. At the end of each unit, students 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

perform the play and present to their families all the structured and creative 
work they have done. 

Health & Physical Education 

The Year 7 curriculum expands students’ knowledge, understanding and skills 
to help them achieve successful outcomes in classroom, leisure, social, 
movement and online situations. Students learn how to take positive action to 
enhance their own and others’ health, safety andwellbeing. They do this as 
they examine the nature of their relationships and other factors that influence 
people’s beliefs, attitudes, opportunities, decisions, behaviours and actions. 
Students demonstrate a range of help-seeking strategies that support them to 
access andevaluate health and physical activity information and services. 

The curriculum for Year 7 supports students to refine a range of specialised 
knowledge, understanding and skills in relation to their health, safety, wellbeing, 
and movement competence and confidence. They develop specialised 
movement skills and understanding in a range ofphysical activity settings. 
They analyse how body control and coordination influence movement 
composition and performance and learn to transfer movement skills and 
concepts to a variety of physical activities. Students explore the role that games 
and sports, outdoor recreation, lifelong physical activities, and rhythmic and 
expressive movement activities play in shaping cultures and identities. They 
reflect on and refine personal and social skills as they participate in a range of 
physical activities. 

 

Art (Media and Visual) 

 

In Years 7, learning in Media Arts involves students making and responding to 
media arts independently, and with their classmates, teachers and 
communities. They explore media arts as an art form. 

Students build on their understanding of structure, intent, character, settings, 
points of view and genre conventions and explore media conventions in their 
media artworks. They build on their understanding and use of time, space, 
sound, movement, lighting and technologies. They examine the ways in which 
audiences make meaning and how different audiences engage with and share 
media artworks. 

As they experience media arts, students draw on media arts from a range of 
cultures, times and locations. They explore the media arts and influences of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, and of the Asia region.  Students 
learn that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have converted oral 
records to other technologies. Students explore social and cultural values and 
beliefs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as represented in media 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Wellbeing
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Examine
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Demonstrate
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Evaluate
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Physical+activity
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Wellbeing
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Develop
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Specialised+movement+skills
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Specialised+movement+skills
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Physical+activity
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Analyse
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Outdoor+recreation
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Identities


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

artworks and consider how these may influence the media artworks they make. 
As they explore media forms, students learn that over time there has been 
further development of different traditional and contemporary styles. 

As they make and respond to media artworks, students explore meaning and 
interpretation, forms and elements including structure, intent, character, 
settings, points of view and genre conventions, and media conventions. They 
consider social, cultural and historical influences and representations in media 
arts. They evaluate how established behaviours or conventions influence media 
artworks they engage with and make. 

Students maintain safety in use of technologies and in interaction with others, 
including the use of images and works of others. They develop ethical practices 
and consider regulatory issues when using technology. Their understanding of 
the roles of artists and audiences builds upon previous bands as students 
engage with more diverse media artworks. 

In Year 7, learning in Visual Arts builds on the experience of the previous band. 
It involves students making and responding to visual arts independently, and 
with their classmates, teachers and communities. 

Students build on their awareness of how and why artists, craftspeople and 
designers realise their ideas through different visual representations, practices, 
processes and viewpoints. They extend their thinking, understanding and use of 
perceptual and conceptual skills. They continue to use and apply appropriate 
visual language and visual conventions with increasing complexity. Students 
consider the qualities and sustainable properties of materials, techniques, 
technologies and processes and combine these to create and produce solutions 
to their artworks. They consider society and ethics, and economic, 
environmental and social factors. They exhibit their artworks individually or 
collaboratively, basing the selection on a concept or theme. Students document 
the evolution of selected art styles and associated theories and/or ideologies. 
They reflect on the ‘cause and effect’ of time periods, artists and art styles 
influencing later artists and their artworks. 

As they experience visual arts, students draw on artworks from a range of 
cultures, times and locations. They explore the influences of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples, and those of the Asia region. Students learn that 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have converted oral records to 
other technologies. As they explore different forms in visual arts, students learn 
that over time there has been further development of techniques used in 
traditional and contemporary styles. They identify social relationships that have 
developed between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and other 
cultures in Australia, and explore how these are reflected in developments in 
visual arts. 

As they make and respond to visual artworks, students design, create and 
evaluate visual solutions to selected themes and/or concepts through a variety 
of visual arts forms, styles, techniques and/or processes. They develop an 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

informed opinion about artworks based on their research of current and past 
artists. Students examine their own culture and develop a deeper understanding 
of their practices as an artist who holds individual views about the world and 
global issues. They acknowledge that artists and audiences hold different views 
about selected artworks, given contexts of time and place, and established 
ideologies. 

Students extend their understanding of safe visual arts practices and choose to 
use sustainable materials, techniques and technologies. Their understanding of 
the roles of artists and audiences builds upon their experience from the 
previous band. 

 

Information Technology (Digital Technology) 

 

Learning in Digital Technologies focuses on further developing understanding 
and skills in computational thinking such as decomposing problems and 
prototyping; and engaging students with a wider range of information systems 
as they broaden their experiences and involvement in national, regional and 
global activities. 

By the end of Year 8, students will have had opportunities to create a range of 
digital solutions, such as interactive web applications or programmable 
multimedia assets or simulations of relationships between objects in the real 
world. 

In Year 7, students analyse the properties of networked systems and their 
suitability and use for the transmission of data types. They acquire, analyse, 
validate and evaluate various types of data, and appreciate the complexities of 
storing and transmitting that data in digital systems. Students use structured 
data to model objects and events that shape the communities they actively 
engage with. They further develop their understanding of the vital role that data 
plays in their lives, and how the data and related systems define and are limited 
by technical, environmental, economic and social constraints. 

They further develop abstractions by identifying common elements while 
decomposing apparently different problems and systems to define 
requirements, and recognise that abstractions hide irrelevant details for 
particular purposes. When defining problems, students identify the key 
elements of the problems and the factors and constraints at play. They design 
increasingly complex algorithms that allow data to be manipulated 
automatically, and explore different ways of showing the relationship between 
data elements to help computation, such as using pivot tables, graphs and 
clearly defined mark-up or rules. They progress from designing the user 
interface to considering user experience factors such as user expertise, 
accessibility and usability requirements. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

They broaden their programming experiences to include general-purpose 
programming languages, and incorporate subprograms into their solutions. 
They predict and evaluate their developed and existing solutions, considering 
time, tasks, data and the safe and sustainable use of information systems, and 
anticipate any risks associated with the use or adoption of such systems. 

Students plan and manage individual and team projects with some autonomy. 
They consider ways of managing the exchange of ideas, tasks and files, and 
techniques for monitoring progress and feedback. When communicating and 
collaborating online, students develop an understanding of different social 
contexts, for example acknowledging cultural practices and meeting legal 
obligations. 

Drama 

In Years 7, learning in Drama involves students making and responding to 
drama independently, and with their classmates, teachers and communities. 
They explore drama as an art form. 

Students build on their understanding of role, character and relationships. They 
use voice and movement to sustain character and situation. They use focus, 
tension, space and time to enhance drama. They incorporate language and 
ideas and use devices such as dramatic symbol to create dramatic action and 
extend mood and atmosphere in performance. They shape drama for audiences 
using narrative and non-narrative dramatic forms and production elements. 

As they experience drama, students draw on drama from a range of cultures, 
times and locations. They explore the drama and influences of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples, and those of the Asia region.  Students learn 
that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have converted oral records to 
other technologies. As they explore drama forms, students learn that over time 
there has been further development of different traditional and contemporary 
styles of drama, including contemporary styles developed by Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander dramatists. 

As they make and respond to drama, students explore meaning and 
interpretation, forms and elements including voice, movement, situation, space 
and time, and tension. They consider social, cultural and historical influences of 
drama. They evaluate the directors’ intentions and expressive skills used by 
actors in drama they view and perform. 

Students maintain safety in dramatic play and in interaction with other actors. 
Their understanding of the roles of artists and audiences builds upon previous 
bands as students engage with more diverse performances. 

Music 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In Year 7, learning in Music involves students making and responding to music 
independently, and with their classmates, teachers and communities. They 
explore music as an art form through listening, composing and performing. 

Students build on their aural skills by identifying and manipulating rhythm, pitch, 
dynamics and expression, form and structure, timbre and texture in their 
listening, composing and performing. They aurally identify layers within a 
texture. They sing and play independent parts against contrasting parts. They 
recognise rhythmic, melodic and harmonic patterns and beat groupings. They 
understand their role within an ensemble and control tone and volume. They 
perform with expression and technical control. They identify a variety of 
audiences for which music is made. 

As they experience music, students draw on music from a range of cultures, 
times and locations. They explore the music and influences of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples, and those of the Asia region.  Students learn 
that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have converted oral records to 
other technologies. As they explore form in music, students learn that over time 
there has been further development of techniques used in traditional and 
contemporary styles of music. 

As they make and respond to music, students explore meaning and 
interpretation, forms, and elements including rhythm, pitch, dynamics and 
expression, form and structure, timbre and texture. They consider social, 
cultural and historical contexts of music. They evaluate the expressive 
techniques used in music they listen to and experience in performance. 

Students maintain safety, correct posture and technique in using instruments 
and technologies. Their understanding of the roles of artists and audiences 
builds upon previous bands as students engage with more diverse music. 

Technology Studies - Wood 

 
By the end of Year 8 students will have had the opportunity to create designed 
solutions at least once in the following four technologies contexts: Engineering 
principles and systems, Food and fibre production, Food specialisations and 
Materials and technologies specialisations. Students should have opportunities 
to design and produce products, services and environments. 

In Year 7 students investigate and select from a range of technologies − 
materials, systems, components, tools and equipment. They consider the ways 
characteristics and properties of technologies can be combined to design and 
produce sustainable designed solutions to problems for individuals and the 
community, considering society and ethics, and economic, environmental and 
social sustainability factors. Students use creativity, innovation and enterprise 
skills with increasing independence and collaboration. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Students respond to feedback from others and evaluate design processes used 
and designed solutions for preferred futures. They investigate design and 
technology professions and the contributions that each makes to society locally, 
regionally and globally through creativity, innovation and enterprise. Students 
evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of design ideas and technologies. 

Using a range of technologies including a variety of graphical representation 
techniques to communicate, students generate and clarify ideas through 
sketching, modelling, perspective and orthogonal drawings. They use a range of 
symbols and technical terms in a range of contexts to produce patterns, 
annotated concept sketches and drawings, using scale, pictorial and aerial 
views to draw environments. 

With greater autonomy, students identify the sequences and steps involved in 
design tasks. They develop plans to manage design tasks, including safe and 
responsible use of materials and tools, and apply management plans to 
successfully complete design tasks. Students establish safety procedures that 
minimise risk and manage a project with safety and efficiency in mind when 
making designed solutions. 

Electives (South Star Warriors – Engineering and HHD) 

This elective draws on an integrated approach to teaching core elements from 
the Australian Curriculum in a vertical grouping mode. This elective specifically 
covers areas from the Technology, Physical Education, Food Technology, 
Health and Digital Technology learning areas. 

Electives (Publicity – Digital Technologies, Art and English) 

This elective draws on an integrated approach to teaching core elements from 
the Australian Curriculum in a vertical grouping mode. This elective specifically 
covers areas from the Digital Technology, Art and English learning areas. 

Electives (Performance – Music, Drama, Technology, etc.) 

This elective draws on an integrated approach to teaching core elements from 
the Australian Curriculum in a vertical grouping mode. This elective specifically 
covers areas from the Technology, Drama, Music and Art learning areas. 

 


