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About VCAL 

The Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) is a 'hands-on' option for 
students in Senior School. 

Like the VCE, the VCAL is a recognised senior secondary qualification. Unlike 
the VCE, which is widely used by students as a pathway to university, the VCAL 
focuses on 'hands-on learning'. Students who do the VCAL are more likely to be 
interested in going on to training at TAFE, doing an apprenticeship, or getting a 
job after completing Year 12. 

The VCAL's flexibility enables students to design a study program that suits 
their interests and learning needs. Students select accredited curriculum 
components from VCE studies, Vocational Education and Training (VET) 
qualifications, Further Education (FE) and VCAL units. There are four 
compulsory strands in VCAL: 

Literacy and Numeracy Skills 

Personal Development Skills 

Work Related Skills 

Industry Specific Skills 

A Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) learning program must 
include curriculum from each of the VCAL strands of Literacy and Numeracy, 
Work Related Skills, Personal Development Skills and Industry Specific Skills. 
While at first these may seem like discrete fields of study, many applied learning 
tasks, activities and projects will involve learning across several of these 
curriculum areas. This reflects the integration of skills that often occurs outside 
the school curriculum, in everyday life and the workplace. 

The requirements of Literacy and Numeracy Skills are met by VCE Foundation 
Mathematics and VCE Foundation English at Ballarat Christian College. 

The principles of applied learning that underpin the VCAL emphasise the 
benefits of making learning more immediately relevant to the needs and 
interests of students and their future goals. This means providing students with 
a context for learning new skills that is not driven by traditional curriculum 
divisions, but that reflects how those skills will be applied in the community, a 
workplace or in their personal lives. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Adults do not read, write, speak or complete mathematical tasks in isolation but 
in meaningful contexts. In these contexts they will also need to work with others, 
plan, organise, set goals and use technology. In an integrated approach 
students combine these skills in contexts relevant to their personal interests and 
goals. 

An integrated VCAL program involves identifying which teaching areas and 
learning outcomes can be delivered and assessed most readily through the 
proposed activity, task or project. If students have the opportunity to be involved 
in a local community activity, this could be mapped to a number of learning 
outcomes from different strands. 

Careful planning makes sure that opportunities for students to demonstrate their 
skills across the curriculum are identified, as well as gaps where additional 
activities need to be designed or incorporated to fulfil curriculum requirements. 
Planning also ensures that the evidence required for assessment purposes is 
incorporated into the task or activity, and that teaching and assessment is not 
unnecessarily duplicated in other parts of the VCAL program. 

There are no rules about which learning outcomes and which VCAL strands can 
or cannot be offered through an integrated program. Determining which 
outcomes can best be offered in this way will depend on the students and the 
specific teaching and learning context. 

Students who start their VCAL and then decide they would like to complete their 
VCE, are able to transfer between certificates. Any VCE studies successfully 
completed as part of the VCAL program will count towards the VCE. 

A certificate and Statement of Results will be issued to students who 
successfully complete their VCAL. 

VCAL Personal Development Skills: 

Personal Development Skills Strand (PDS) aims to develop knowledge, skills 
and attributes that lead towards, the development of self, social responsibility, 
building community, civic and civil responsibility, for example through 
volunteering and working for the benefit of others, improved self-confidence and 
self-esteem. 

PDS is divided into two units with unit 1 focus on the development of 
appropriate knowledge, skills and attributes in relation to, self personal 
organisation and planning skills problem solving and interpersonal skills. Unit 2 
focuses on the development of appropriate knowledge, skills and attributes in 
relation to, community engagement social awareness interpersonal skills 
planning and organisational skills. PDS can be taught three different levels, 
Foundation, Intermediate and Senior depending on individual student 
capabilities. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

VCE Foundation English (VCAL): 

(Unit 1) 

Although this subject is studied through the VCAL program, it is a fully 
accredited VCE subject. This study is designed to enable students to: 

 Strengthen and extend their competence and confidence in using 
Standard Australian English in meeting the demands of further study, the 
workplace and their own needs and interests; 

 Strengthen and extend their language skills through thinking, reading, 
writing, speaking and listening; 

 Communicate ideas and information effectively using the conventions of 
written and spoken language; 

 Speak and listen in a range of informal and formal settings for different 
purposes; 

 Read a range of texts to construct personal, creative, comparative and 
critical responses; 

 Read accurately to locate, extract, understand, organise and synthesise 
ideas and information; 

 Control the conventions of Standard Australian English in order to edit 
and proofread their writing to enhance accuracy of expression and clarity 
of meaning; 

 Acquire a vocabulary to talk precisely about language and texts. 

The areas studied in Unit 1 include Essentials of English - Reading, Writing and 
Speaking; and Communication and the Workplace 

 

Foundation English (Unit 2) 

This unit is also fully accredited VCE English subject and builds on the skills 
developed in Unit 1. The unit is designed to enable students to: 

 Strengthen and extend their competence and confidence in using 
Standard Australian English in meeting the demands of further study, the 
workplace and their own needs and interests; 

 Strengthen and extend their language skills through thinking, reading, 
writing, speaking and listening; 

 Communicate ideas and information effectively using the conventions of 
written and spoken language; 

 Speak and listen in a range of informal and formal settings for different 
purposes; 

 Read a range of texts to construct personal, creative, comparative and 
critical responses; 

 Read accurately to locate, extract, understand, organise and synthesise 
ideas and information; 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Control the conventions of Standard Australian English in order to edit 
and proofread their writing to enhance accuracy of expression and clarity 
of meaning; 

 Acquire a vocabulary to talk precisely about language and texts. 

The areas studied in Unit 2 include Essentials of English- Reading, Writing and 
speaking; Technology and Communication 

VCE Foundation Mathematics (VCAL): 

Foundation Mathematics provides for the continuing mathematical development 
of students with a strong emphasis on using mathematics in practical contexts 
relating to everyday life, recreation, work and study. Students are encouraged 
to use appropriate technology in all areas of their study. These units will be 
especially useful for students undertaking VET studies. 

The areas of study for Units 1 and 2 of Foundation Mathematics are 

 ‘Space, shape and design’, 
 ‘Patterns and number’, 
 ‘Handling data’ and 
 ‘Measurement’. 

Work Related Skills 

The purpose of the Work Related Skills (WRS) strand is to develop 
employability skills, knowledge and attributes valued within the community and 
work environments as a preparation for employment. Aims The Work Related 
Skills units are designed to: 

•   integrate learning about work skills with prior knowledge and experiences 

• enhance the development of employability skills through work 
related    contexts 

• develop critical thinking skills that apply to problem solving in work contexts 

• develop planning and work related organisational skills 

• develop OHS awareness 

• develop and apply transferable skills for work related contexts. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Industry Specific Skills 

The purpose of the Industry Specific Skills Strand is to enable the development 
of skills, knowledge and attitudes related to one or more vocational contexts in 
preparation for progression to further learning or employment. 

Vocational Education and Training in Schools (VETiS) provides a focus on 
vocational contexts in order for students to make informed choices as to the 
pathway options available to them. Subjects selected for this strand must be 
drawn from nationally recognised Certificates or Training Package 
qualifications. 

The learning program undertaken in this strand will provide vocational skills 
development and experiences that are important for the vocational and 
employability outcomes of the VCAL. Curriculum selected for the learning 
program should also provide a range of experiences within a particular industry 
sector to assist students to make informed decisions for future pathway choices 
and to promote the student's employability skills. 

Whilst students may not graduate as qualified in an occupational area, they will 
have gained highly relevant experience and developed employability skills for 
an industry sector. 

At Ballarat Christian College, all students study units from Certificate III in 
Christian Studies and also a Certificate II level course from the Highlands LLEN 
VETiS cluster. 

Ballarat Christian College is also a Registered Training Organisation (RTO) 
Units offered on-site by the College include: 

 Certificate III in Christian Studies 
 Certificate II Engineering 

 


