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SENIOR SCHOOL 
YEAR 10 

All subject areas excluding Christian Living are 
founded on Australian Curriculum Standards 

NB: Students have the opportunity to engage in Unit 1/2 subjects. Please refer to 
Year 11 Curriculum for their descriptors 

Christian Living 

In Year 10 Christian Studies, students begin to look more in depth at the 
scriptures as a way of exploring responses to the Gospel. There is also a focus 
on Christian spiritual disciplines and their benefit for living a radical and 
obedient faith for Jesus. During Year 10, students also undertake Peer 
Mediation training in preparation for the Deacons program that is required for 
the Certificate III in Christian Studies at Year 11. 

English 

The English curriculum is built around the three interrelated strands of 
Language, Literature and Literacy. Teaching and learning programs should 
balance and integrate all three strands. Together the strands focus on 
developing students’ knowledge, understanding and skills in listening, reading, 
viewing, speaking, writing and creating. Learning in English builds on concepts, 
skills and processes developed in earlier years, and teachers will revisit and 
strengthen these as needed. 

In Year 10, students interact with peers, teachers, individuals, groups and 
community members in a range of face-to-face and online/virtual environments. 
They experience learning in familiar and unfamiliar contexts, including local 
community, vocational and global contexts. 

Students engage with a variety of texts for enjoyment. They interpret, create, 
evaluate, discuss and perform a wide range of literary texts in which the primary 
purpose is aesthetic, as well as texts designed to inform and persuade. These 
include various types of media texts, including newspapers, film and digital 
texts, fiction, non-fiction, poetry, dramatic performances and multimodal texts, 
with themes and issues involving levels of abstraction, higher order reasoning 
and intertextual references. Students develop a critical understanding of the 
contemporary media, and the differences between media texts. 

The range of literary texts for Foundation to Year 10 comprises Australian 
literature, including the oral narrative traditions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples, as well as the contemporary literature of these two cultural 
groups, and classic and contemporary world literature, including texts from and 
about Asia. 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/English/Advice-on-selection-of-literary-texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/English/Advice-on-selection-of-literary-texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/English/Advice-on-selection-of-literary-texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/English/Advice-on-selection-of-literary-texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/English/Advice-on-selection-of-literary-texts


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Literary texts that support and extend students in Year 10 as independent 
readers are drawn from a range of genres and involve complex, challenging and 
unpredictable plot sequences and hybrid structures that may serve multiple 
purposes. These texts explore themes of human experience and cultural 
significance, interpersonal relationships, and ethical and global dilemmas within 
real-world and fictional settings and represent a variety of perspectives. 
Informative texts represent a synthesis of technical and abstract information 
(from credible/verifiable sources) about a wide range of specialised topics. Text 
structures are more complex including chapters, headings and subheadings, 
tables of contents, indexes and glossaries. Language features include 
successive complex sentences with embedded clauses, a high proportion of 
unfamiliar and technical vocabulary, figurative and rhetorical language, and 
dense information supported by various types of graphics presented in visual 
form. 

Students create a range of imaginative, informative and persuasive types of 
texts including narratives, procedures, performances, reports, discussions, 
literary analyses, transformations of texts and reviews. 

Mathematics 

The proficiency strands Understanding, Fluency, Problem Solving and 
Reasoning are an integral part of mathematics content across the three content 
strands: Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and 
Probability. The proficiencies reinforce the significance of working 
mathematically within the content and describe how the content is explored or 
developed. They provide the language to build in the developmental aspects of 
the learning of mathematics. 

At this year level: 

Understanding includes applying the four operations to algebraic fractions, 
finding unknowns in formulas after substitution, making the connection between 
equations of relations and their graphs, comparing simple and compound 
interest in financial contexts and determining probabilities of  two and three step 
experiments 

Fluency includes factorising and expanding algebraic expressions, using a 
range of strategies to solve equations and using calculations to investigate ing 
the shape of data sets 

Problem Solving includes calculating the surface area and volume of a diverse 
range of prisms to solve practical problems, finding unknown lengths and 
angles using applications of trigonometry, using algebraic and graphical 
techniques to find solutions to simultaneous equations and inequalities, and 
investigating independence of events 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reasoning includes formulating geometric proofs involving congruence and 
similarity, interpreting and evaluating media statements and interpreting and 
comparing data sets 

Science 

In the Year 10 curriculum students explore systems at different scales and 
connect microscopic and macroscopic properties to explain phenomena. 
Students explore the biological, chemical, geological and physical evidence for 
different theories, such as the theories of natural selection and the Big Bang. 
Atomic theory is developed to understand relationships within the periodic table. 
Understanding motion and forces are related by applying physical laws. 
Relationships between aspects of the living, physical and chemical world are 
applied to systems on a local and global scale and this enables students to 
predict how changes will affect equilibrium within these systems. 

Studies of Society and the Environment 

The Year 10 curriculum develops student understanding of Australia’s system of 
government through comparison with another system of government in the 
Asian region. Students examine Australia’s roles and responsibilities within the 
international context, such as its involvement with the United Nations. Students 
also study the purpose and work of the High Court. They investigate the values 
and practices that enable a democratic society to be sustained. 

In Year 10, students are expected to be taught the content through 
contemporary issues, events and/or case studies. Teachers will design 
programs that cover different contexts (personal, local, national, regional, 
global), and meet the needs and requirements of their students. 

The Year 10 curriculum gives students the opportunity to further develop their 
understanding of economics and business concepts by considering Australia’s 
economic performance and standard of living. The ways governments manage 
the economy to improve living standards is explored, along with the reasons 
why economic performance and living standards differ within and between 
economies. Students explore the nature of externalities and why the 
government intervenes to ensure that prices reflect the depletion of resources 
or costs to society. Students examine the consequences of decisions and the 
responses of business to changing economic conditions, including the way they 
manage their workforce. 
 
There are two units of study in the Year 10 curriculum for 
Geography: Environmental change and management and Geographies of 
human wellbeing. 

Environmental change and management focuses on investigating 
environmental geography through an in-depth study of a specific environment. 
The unit begins with an overview of the environmental functions that support all 
life, the major challenges to their sustainability, and the environmental 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

worldviews - including those of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples - 
that influence how people perceive and respond to these challenges. Students 
investigate a specific type of environment and environmental change in 
Australia and one other country. They apply human-environment systems 
thinking to understand the causes and consequences of the change and 
geographical concepts and methods to evaluate and select strategies to 
manage the change. 

Geographies of human wellbeing focuses on investigating global, national and 
local differences in human wellbeing between places. This unit examines the 
different concepts and measures of human wellbeing, and the causes of global 
differences in these measures between countries. Students explore spatial 
differences in wellbeing within and between countries, and evaluate the 
differences from a variety of perspectives. They explore programs designed to 
reduce the gap between differences in wellbeing. These distinctive aspects of 
human wellbeing are investigated using studies drawn from Australia, India and 
across the world as appropriate. 

The Year 10 curriculum provides a study of the history of the modern world and 
Australia from 1918 to the present, with an emphasis on Australia in its global 
context. The twentieth century became a critical period in Australia’s social, 
cultural, economic and political development. The transformation of the modern 
world during a time of political turmoil, global conflict and international 
cooperation provides a necessary context for understanding Australia’s 
development, its place within the Asia-Pacific region, and its global standing. 

 

French 
 
At Year 9/10, students bring existing knowledge of French language and culture 
and a range of learning strategies to their learning. They are increasingly aware 
of the world beyond their own and are engaging with youth-related and social 
and environmental issues. They require continued guidance and mentoring, but 
are increasingly independent in terms of analysis, reflection and monitoring of 
their language learning and intercultural experiences. They are considering 
future pathways and options, including the possible role of French in these. 

Students follow a program called ‘Jeunesse en Action’. (Youth in Gesture). This 
program has been successfully shown to accelerate students’ acquisition of 
French as a second language through Drama, Music and Dance. Students 
study two plays ‘Le bistro des animaux’ (The animals’ bistro), and ‘Chaperon 
Rouge et le loup fou’. (Red Riding Hood and the silly wolf). French is mostly 
spoken in class, with the help of gestures. Regular viewing of the student DVD 
and practising the gestures at home is essential. Once fluency has developed, 
students also develop their reading and writing skills, and work on various 
activities such as rehearsing, playing games, improvising and eventually, writing 
activities. At the end of each unit, students perform the play and have a portfolio 
of structured and creative work. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Health & Physical Education 

The Year 10 curriculum supports students to refine and apply strategies for 
maintaining a positive outlook and evaluating behavioural expectations in 
different leisure, social, movement and online situations. Students learn 
to apply health and physical activity information to devise and implement 
personalised plans for maintaining healthy and active habits. They also 
experience different roles that contribute to successful participation in physical 
activity, and propose strategies to support the development of preventive 
health practices that build and optimise community health and wellbeing. 

In Year 10, students learn to apply more specialised movement skills and 
complex movement strategies and concepts in different movement 
environments. They also explore movement concepts and 
strategies to evaluate and refine their own and others’ movement performances. 
Students analyse how participation in physical activity and sport influence an 
individual’s identities, and explore the role participation plays in shaping 
cultures. The curriculum also provides opportunities for students to refine and 
consolidate personal and social skills in demonstrating leadership, teamwork 
and collaboration in a range of physical activities. 

Art (Visual) 

 

In Year 10, learning in Visual Arts builds on the experience of the previous 
band. It involves students making and responding to visual arts independently 
and in small groups, and with their teachers and communities. 

Students build on their awareness of how and why artists, craftspeople and 
designers realise their ideas through different visual representations, practices, 
processes and viewpoints. They refine their personal aesthetic through working 
and responding perceptively and conceptually as an artist, craftsperson, 
designer or audience. They identify and explain, using appropriate visual 
language, how artists and audiences interpret artworks through explorations of 
different viewpoints. They research and analyse the characteristics, qualities, 
properties and constraints of materials, technologies and processes across a 
range of forms, styles, practices and viewpoints. Students adapt, manipulate, 
deconstruct and reinvent techniques, styles and processes to make visual 
artworks that are cross-media or cross-form. 

As they experience visual arts, students draw on artworks from a range of 
cultures, times and locations. They explore the influences of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples, and those of the Asia region. Students learn that 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have converted oral records to 
other technologies. As they explore different forms in visual arts, students 
reflect on the development of different traditional and contemporary styles and 
how artists can be identified through the style of their artworks. They identify the 
social relationships that have developed between Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Apply
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Apply
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Physical+activity
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Physical+activity
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Physical+activity
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Preventive+health
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Preventive+health
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Community+health
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Wellbeing
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Apply
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Specialised+movement+skills
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Movement+concepts+and+strategies
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Movement+concepts+and+strategies
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Evaluate
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Analyse
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Physical+activity
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Sport
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=HPE&t=Identities


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Islander people and other cultures in Australia, and explore how these are 
reflected in developments of forms and styles in visual arts. 

As they make and respond to visual artworks, students use historical and 
conceptual explanations to critically reflect on the contribution of visual arts 
practitioners. They adapt ideas, representations and practices from selected 
artists and use them to inform their own personal aesthetic when producing a 
series of artworks that are conceptually linked, and present their series to an 
audience. 

Students extend their understanding of safe visual arts practices and choose to 
use sustainable materials, techniques and technologies. Their understanding of 
the roles of artists and audiences builds upon their experience from the 
previous band. 

Music 

In Year 10, learning in Music builds on the experience of the previous band. It 
involves students making and responding to music independently and in small 
groups, and with their teachers and communities. They explore music as an art 
form through listening, composing and performing. 

Students continue to develop their aural skills as they build on their 
understanding and use of the elements of music. They extend their 
understanding and use of more complex rhythms and diversity of pitch and 
incorporate dynamics and expression in different forms. They extend their use 
of and identification of timbre to discriminate between different instruments and 
different voice types. 

They build on their understanding of their role within an ensemble as they 
control tone and volume in a range of styles using instrumental and vocal 
techniques. In performance they extend technical and expressive skills from the 
previous band. 

As they experience music, students draw on music from a range of cultures, 
times and locations. They explore the music and influences of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples, and those of the Asia region.  Students learn 
that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have converted oral records to 
other technologies. As they explore music forms, students learn that over time 
there has been further development of different traditional and contemporary 
styles. Students reflect on the development of traditional and contemporary 
styles of music and how musicians can be identified through the style of their 
music. 

As they make and respond to music, students explore meaning and 
interpretation, forms and elements and social, cultural and historical contexts of 
music. They evaluate performers’ success in expressing the composers’ 
intentions and expressive skills in music they listen to and perform. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Students maintain safety, correct posture and technique in using instruments 
and technologies. Their understanding of the roles of artists and audiences 
builds upon previous bands as students engage with more diverse music. 

Technology (Wood/Metal/Food) 

By the end of Year 10 students will have had the opportunity to design and 
produce at least four designed solutions focused on one or more of the five 
technologies contexts content descriptions. There is one optional content 
description for each of the following: Engineering principles and systems, Food 
and fibre production, Food specialisations and Materials and technologies 
specialisations. There is an additional open content description to provide 
flexibility and choice. Students should have opportunities to experience creating 
designed solutions for products, services and environments. 

In Year 10 students use design and technologies knowledge and 
understanding, processes and production skills and design thinking to produce 
designed solutions to identified needs or opportunities of relevance to 
individuals and regional and global communities. Students work independently 
and collaboratively. Problem-solving activities acknowledge the complexities of 
contemporary life and make connections to related specialised occupations and 
further study. Increasingly, study has a global perspective, with opportunities to 
understand the complex interdependencies involved in the development of 
technologies and enterprises. Students specifically focus on preferred futures, 
taking into account ethics; legal issues; social values; economic, environmental 
and social sustainability factors and using strategies such as life cycle thinking. 
Students use creativity, innovation and enterprise skills with increasing 
confidence, independence and collaboration. 

Using a range of technologies including a variety of graphical representation 
techniques to communicate, students generate and represent original ideas and 
production plans in two and three-dimensional representations using a range of 
technical drawings including perspective, scale, orthogonal and production 
drawings with sectional and exploded views. They produce rendered, illustrated 
views for marketing and use graphic visualisation software to produce dynamic 
views of virtual products. 

Students identify the steps involved in planning the production of designed 
solutions. They develop detailed project management plans incorporating 
elements such as sequenced time, cost and action plans to manage a range of 
design tasks safely. They apply management plans, changing direction when 
necessary, to successfully complete design tasks. Students identify and 
establish safety procedures that minimise risk and manage projects with safety 
and efficiency in mind, maintaining safety standards and management 
procedures to ensure success. They learn to transfer theoretical knowledge to 
practical activities across a range of projects. 

Electives (South Star Warriors – Engineering and HHD) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This elective draws on an integrated approach to teaching core elements from 
the Australian Curriculum in a vertical grouping mode. This elective specifically 
covers areas from the Technology, Physical Education, Food Technology, 
Health and Digital Technology learning areas. 

Electives (Publicity – Digital Technologies, Art and English) 

This elective draws on an integrated approach to teaching core elements from 
the Australian Curriculum in a vertical grouping mode. This elective specifically 
covers areas from the Digital Technology, Art and English learning areas. 

Electives (Performance – Music, Drama, Technology, etc.) 

This elective draws on an integrated approach to teaching core elements from 
the Australian Curriculum in a vertical grouping mode. This elective specifically 
covers areas from the Technology, Drama, Music and Art learning areas. 

 

Industry and Enterprise 

Unit 1: Workplace participation 

 

This unit prepares students for effective workplace participation. Their 
exploration of the importance of work-related skills is integral to this unit. 
Students develop work-related skills by actively exploring their individual career 
goals and pathways. They observe industry and employment trends and 
analyse current and future work options. Students build work-related skills that 
assist in dealing with issues affecting participants in the workplace. 

 

Students examine the diverse contexts in which work takes place in Australian 
society by investigating a range of work settings. They investigate job tasks and 
processes in work settings as well as entry-level requirements associated with 
work in selected industries. 

 

Students research a work-related issue, and consider strategies related to the 
development of interpersonal skills and effective communication to deal with the 
selected issue. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After completing the relevant occupational health and safety (OH&S) induction 
program, students demonstrate the practical application of their work-related 
skills by completing at least 35 hours of structured workplace learning. 

 

Ballarat Christian College is a member of the Ballarat Career Educators 
Network and a participant in the Work Experience Calendar. This calendar is 
distributed to all businesses and sets our specific weeks in which each school 
has been allocated time which is exclusively for that school. Ensuring maximum 
opportunities for students so that they are  not competing with peers from other 
school for the limited work placements available. Each year our allocated week 
is always week one of term 3, whenever that falls each year. In 2015 it is 
Monday July 13 through to Friday July 17. 

 


