
.... .r'" .
.;' ,;(0';" ~;
4; f; .'; •... .. " ~

• • • I

."iI,' ••'-..,., .. : ,.'"........
~t:' .,'
~..,t,~"

ii,;.

'\

~. \ roN~:nclJ1'
, \

\ An Inventory of
, Historic Engineering a':ld

Industrial Sites

Society for Industrial Archeology



CONNECTICUT

An Inventory of
Historic Engineering and

Industrial Sites

Author and Project Director:
Matthew Roth

Additional Writing and Research by:
Bruce Clouette and Victor Darnell

Society for Industrial Archeology

1981



Cover:Bui1ding Bu1keley Bridge, 1907

Illustration from the
Edward W. Bush Collection,
Picture Group 475,
Connecticut State Library, Hartford

Design by Patricia Boll



Sponsored by:

Historic American Engineering Record
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20243

Connecticut Historical Commission
59 South Prospect Street

Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Published by:

Society for Industrial Archeology
Room 5020

National Museum of American History
Smithsonian Institution

Washington, D.C. 20560

Editorial Assistance by:

Merrimack Valley Textile Museum
800 Massachusetts Avenue

North Andover, Massachusetts 01845



NEW LONDON COUNTY

Bulk Products

PONEMN1 MILLS (1866)
Rte. 97
Taftville/Norwich

Norwich
18.746150.4506000

In 1865 Edward Taft of Providence began the cotton-textile manufacturing
village that would bear his name. He bought 600 acres of land and a
previously undeveloped water prlvilege (30' head) on the Shetucket River
above Norwich. , Construction of the mills, power system and village took
five years. F. P. Sheldon and Son designed the brick-pier main mill,
5-story and 750' x 74' with as-story, 228' x 61' wing. It is highly
elaborate, even grandiose, depicting the textile economy at the height
of its power in eastern Connecticut, but fumbling for an architectural
style. The mansard roof with monitor and gabled dormers at alternate
bays, corbeled drops and arches at the cornice and corbeled belt courses
contribute to the mill's handsome appearance, but most striking are the
two main stair towers, ISO' in from each end on the village-facing (west)
side. They have four-sided domed roofs topped with octagonal cupolas
and feature a variety of window treatments, decorative papapets and
finials. Inside the mill, timber posts and beams carry the hardwood
floors, which are laid over two plank subfloors. The fourth floor,
which housed the large spinning mules, has no posts; its ceiling hangs
from the roof trusses on iron rods. Traces of the rubble-stone dam re
main, but most of it was rebuilt in concrete in the 1930s. The original
coursed-granite bulkhead and rubble-walled headrace still feed water into
the wheelpit under the wing, where modern turbines generate electricity.
Behind the mill stand a boiler house, machine shop and gas-holder house,
all of brick. The village consists of 11 blocks, each with 10 houses
around its perimeter and open space in its center. The dwellings are
1 1/2-story and 2 1/2-story frame duplexes. Ponemah first produced fine
cottons such as percales, lawns and cambrics. English tradesmen and
experienced Rhode Islanders filled many of the skilled and supervisory
positions, while Irish comprised a majority of the initial 1,000-member
workforce. After a strike in 1875, caused in part by the workers' demand
for an adjustment in piece rates to correspond with the coarser goods
being introduced, many people left the village for good. The turnover
from Irish to French-Canadian millhands began at this time.

In 1884 the company built Mill ff2 for its weaving operations. The
2-story and about 700' x 90' brick mill has a low, hip roof and a more
prominent monitor than the first mill. It has no piers and much simpler
corbeling. Stylistic intent was concentrated on the elaborate, chateau
esque west stair towers; these feature different window treatments for
each floor, and roofs that have two hipped sections, copper cresting and
finials. In 1902 the weaving was again moved to a new building. The 2
story brick mill, about 250' x ISO' with a near-flat roof, is the first
in Taftville to have iron posts. Last in the line of mill structures
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is the 3-story brick storage building, about 300' x 100'. It was started
in 1900 and enlarged several times to its present size. The residential
component of the village was enlarged around 1895 with 32 brick dwellings
built south of the mills. Unlike the earlier houses in their spacious
block setting, these are tightly spaced in two long rows. These houses
do not reflect growth in the number of people working in the mills, for
eVen though the number of spindles increased from 108,000 in 1882 to
120,000 in 1890 and 265,000 in 1924, employment remained at about 1,500
from the l880s. The new dwellings became necessary only after state laws
prohibited child labor in the mills, thus requiring more families to pro
vide the same number of millhands. The increase in number of spindles
was achieved almost entirely through the adoption of new machinery and
by increasing the number of machines each worker tended.

After financial reverses in the 1930s the houses were sold. The
mills were sold one at a time until 1970, when the last looms ran. The
mills now house several warehousing and manufacturing concerns. Despite
some alterations the houses and mills retain their structural integrity
and relation to the village plan. Also extant are three barns, super
visors' houses, the boarding house, the commercial/community building
and several l2-family dwellings. The only major loss is the 1910 Great
Weave Shed, a brick structure with sawtooth roof that burned several
years ago. Ponemah Mills and Taftville embody the textile economy that
dominated eastern Connecticut in the 19th and early 20th centuries.
(Connecticut Bureau of Labor Statistics, Annual Report, 1875; Barlow's
Insurance Survey, #6837, 1881, MVTM; The Leading Businessmen of Norwich
and Vicinity, 1890; John D. Nolan, History of Taftville, Connecticut-,--
1940; Forest Morgan, History of Connecticut: Industrial and Institu
tional Records, 1962; NR.)

FALLS COMPANY MILLS (c.1840)
Yantic St.
Yantic/Norwich

Norwich
18.743000.4601900

In 1840 Samuel Greene of Boston bought the furthest downstream water
privilege on the Yantic River and established the Falls Co. to make
cotton cloth. The only standing structure that may date from that time
is the 2-story, 152' x 38' mill with gable roof and random-coursed
granite walls. In the 1880s, when larger mills had been built, this
was used as the picker house. Around 1855 Falls Co. built a brick-pier
spinning mill, 275' x 60' with segmental-arch lintels and stone sills.
It was 2 1/2-story with gable roof until the l890s, when the attic was
raised to a full story and the roof flattened to a near-flat double
pitch. A smaller spinning mill, a dye house and a carding mill were
also built in the mid-1850s, and in 1860 Falls Co. employed 375 women
and 125 men producing cheviots, ticking and sheetings. Around 1880
a 3-story, 180' x 80' brick extension, with pyramidal-roof corner stair
tower, was added to the large spinning mill; the top floor of this ex
tension has been removed. Also built c.1880 was the brick-pier dyehouse,
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