
Tail Docking and Declaws (Puppies)

Certain breeds, such as the Schnauzer, 

Miniature Pincher and Rottweiler, are born 

with long tails but the breed standard is for 

short (docked) tails. The surgery is done within 

the first three days after the puppies are born, 

and is performed without anesthetic.

The procedure is quick - the tail is cleaned 

and alcohol and iodine applied, then a clamp 

is put across the tail where it will be cut. The 

clamp squishes the tissue and helps to stop the 

bleeding. Once the tail is removed, dissolving 

sutures (stitches) are used to sew the end of the 

tail. The puppy’s stump is cleaned again and the 

pup is returned to mom for comforting.

Sometimes breeders will request that the 

dewclaws, which are the “thumbs” of the feet, 

be removed as well. After cleaning the foot and 

applying alcohol and iodine, a small clamp is 

placed where the dewclaw is attached to the 

foot. The toe is removed with a scalpel blade 

and a tiny dissolving suture is used to sew up 

the incision.

Once the pups are reunited with their mom she 

gives them a sniff and a lick, and tucks them 

in to her belly for warmth and comfort. They 

settle down quickly and usually are having a 

snack of milk before too long.

Some people feel the procedure is cruel and 

that we are harming the puppies by doing 

this surgery without anesthetic. You may 

read elsewhere that because the puppies 

are so young they do not feel the pain - but 

in our experience, that is not the case. The 

puppies do cry when the clamp is placed 

and again with the suture. But the sensation 

is probably no worse than having your ear 

pierced, a procedure that many parents have 

done on their young children. Having seen 

and performed many tail docks and dewclaw 

removals in 3-day old puppies, Dr. Leah 

believes the long-term benefits outweigh any 

short-term discomfort. And having seen many 

of these puppies when they are a little older 

for their first vaccines, there doesn’t seem 

to be any lasting effects or memory of their 

experience.


