
Dental Services

When your pet is admitted to the Shaughnessy 

Veterinary Hospital for a dental cleaning, she will 

receive a complete physical examination prior to 

any anesthetics or drugs being administered. If 

pre-anesthetic blood testing has been performed, 

Dr. Leah will review the results again and determine 

the safest anesthetic protocol possible. Your pet 

will be given a mild sedative to help her relax prior 

to the procedure. She will then be anesthetized 

and an endotracheal tube (breathing tube into 

the major airway) is inserted. The endotracheal 

tube allows us to administer the gas anesthetic 

(isoflurane) that keeps your pet asleep and also 

protects her from breathing in the nasty bits of 

plaque and tartar we are cleaning off her teeth.

Once your pet is fully anesthetized a full 

examination of the mouth and lips is performed, 

and any abnormalities or problems are noted 

and brought to the attention of Dr. Leah.

Your pet’s teeth are then cleaned with a 

combination of an ultrasonic scaler and hand 

instruments.

A probe is used on each tooth to check for loose 

gingival tissue (gum), holes, or other problems 

such as infected teeth. If any teeth are loose or 

infected, they may need to be extracted.

After the cleaning and any extractions are 

completed, all surfaces of the teeth are polished 

using a fluoride paste.

The mouth is rinsed with an antibacterial 

mouthwash, a final check is done to make sure 

everything is clean and healthy, and then your 

pet is woken up.

The average small dog or cat is under anesthetic 

for approximately 30 minutes; larger dogs, 

pets with very heavy tartar deposits, or those 

needing extractions or other oral surgery may 

be anesthetized for up to 90 minutes.

Most pets will need to have 5-7 days of 

antibiotics at home following a dental cleaning. 

We request that you bring your pet back in one 

week later for Dr. Leah to check her mouth, 

answer any questions you might have, and for 

the Animal Health Technician to review home 

dental care.

A tendonectomy involves separating out a tiny piece of the white 
tendon from each toe, as shown above


