
Feline Rhinoplasty (Nostril Enlargement)

While at first the idea of sending your kitty in 

to the hospital for a “nose job” may seem a little 

over-the-top, for some cats and their owners 

it is just the right solution for a number of 

respiratory problems.

Certain cat breeds are born with a very 

squished in face, particularly Persians, 

Himalayans and Exotic Short Hairs. Often these 

cats have trouble breathing through their nose 

because their nostril openings are too small. 

Cats that are affected by this problem snort and 

wheeze a lot, snore when they are sleeping, are 

more prone to upper respiratory infections and 

often don’t grow as well as their litter mates. 

While the snorting and snoring is usually more 

of a problem for the owner, chronic airway 

obstruction and poor growth are real problems 

for the cats themselves.

Dr. Susan Little, of the Bytown Animal Hospital 

in Ottawa, has developed a procedure that 

allows the nostrils to be surgically enlarged. Dr. 

Leah has performed many of these procedures 

and with very good success. Owners and 

breeders have travelled from all over the 

Lower Mainland and even Washington State to 

have this procedure done at the Shaughnessy 

Veterinary Hospital.

Like all surgical procedures, your cat will be 

given a thorough physical examination, and any 

other problems will be addressed. The kitty 

is given a general anesthetic and a very small 

amount of hair is clipped from the edge of the 

nose on both sides. The area is prepared as for 

any surgical procedure and the face is covered 

with a sterile drape, with just the nose poking 

through. Two small incisions are made on either 

side of the nostrils and a crescent-shaped piece 

of skin is removed. The amount of skin removed 

depends on how tightly the cat’s nostrils are 

closed. After the piece of skin is removed, very 

tiny dissolving sutures are placed along the 

incision closing the wound. These sutures help 

to bring the nostrils up and out, opening the 

airway, making it easier for the cat to breathe.

Most owners notice a difference in their 

kitties right away, with a significant decrease 

in snorting and snoring. As a result, the 

energy level of the cats improves and they will 

usually gain weight. While no surgery can be 

guaranteed, to date Dr. Leah has seen very 

good results with this procedure. Please phone 

or email the hospital if you would like more 

information.


