
Crate Paper patterned papers
   • On Trend Couture 
   • On Trend Haute 
   • On Trend Style 
   • On Trend Swanky 
Basic Grey Hipster Radical paper
Crate Paper On Trend 6x6 pad
Gray and white cardstock
Little Yellow Bicycle My Happiness  
   clear word stickers
Elle’s Studio You & Me Tags
Maya Road red spray mist
My Mind’s Eye enamel dots
BasicGrey Paper Cottage flags
Pink Paislee Portfolio label stickers
American Crafts Hudson Square  
   die cut cardstock shapes
Studio Calico wood veneer heart
Maggie Holmes gold label die cuts
American Crafts Dear Lizzy  
   printed die cut shapes, journaling tag
Sequins, Twine 
Electronic cutting file

Favorite adhesive
Dimensional adhesive
Fine-tipped scissors
Trimmer or cutting mat/craft knife
Black journaling pen
Ruler/straight edge
Electronic die cutter
Studio G letter stamps
Date stamp
Sanding block
Sewing machine, black thread

three 2.25”x2.75” vertical B&W photos

suggested 
supplies

basic
tools

photo
dimensions
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1 Locate a piece of dark grey cardstock. This will be 
your layout base. Trim an 11.5” square piece from 
BasicGrey Hipster Radical (cream grid) patterned 
paper. Adhere it to the center of the grey base.

2 Trim a 3”x11.5” piece from each of the following 
Crate Paper On Trend patterned papers: 1) Cou-
ture (green grid), 2) Style (grey floral), and 3) 
Swanky (stripe).

3 Adhere the grey floral piece vertically, .25” from 
the right edge of the cream grid piece. Sew along 
the vertical edges of the grey floral as shown. 

4 Adhere the stripe piece vertically, .25” from the left 
edge of the grey floral piece. Sew along the vertical 
edges of the stripe piece.

5 (NOTE: close-up photos of steps 5-8 can be found 
on the next page.) Using the PageMaps U cut file 
and an electronic die cutter, cut the diamond/cir-
cle pattern onto white cardstock. Trim this piece to 
3.25”x11.5”. Back the die cut with the 3”x11.5” green 
grid piece cut in step 2, using a small amount of 
dry adhesive (see photo 1).

layout
instructions

trimming
dimensions

1 2 3

4

1 3”x12”
2 3”x12”

3 3”x12”
4 3”x 1.75”
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6 Machine or hand-stitch down the center of each sol-
id “line” in the diamond/circle die cut (see photo 2).

7 Rotate the die cut 90 degrees and sew along the 
intersecting “lines” as shown to create a crisscross 
texture (see photo 3).

8 Cut off any excess green grid paper from the die 
cut paper piece. 

9 Adhere entire white/green die cut piece to the 
layout base, .25” from the left edge of the striped 
piece, as shown. Add sequins to the center of sev-
eral of the crisscrossed stitches, using clear glue 
(see photo 4).

10 Locate the yellow quatrefoil patterned paper in 
the Crate Paper On Trend 6x6 paper pad. Trim to 
a 2.5”x4.75” tag and stitch around the edges. Add 
a label sticker, stamped with the date, to the top 
left edge of the tag. Add stitching as shown.

11 Thread twine through the hole of the tag and tie 
into a bow. Position tag 1.75” from the top edge of 
the base and 5.5” from the left edge. Adhere with 
dimensional adhesive.

12 Mat photos onto white cardstock and trim each to 
2.5”x3”. Adhere to layout as shown, using dimen-
sional adhesive, 1” from the top edge and leaving 
a .5” gap between the photos.

13 Locate the Little Yellow Bicycle “friends” sticker 
and adhere to the bottom edge of the tag, slightly 
overlapping your photo.

14 Locate a word bubble shape from the American 
Crafts Hudson Square shapes and stamp with 
your sub-title. Add a drop of red spray mist to 
the Studio Calico wood veneer shape and dab 
off excess with a paper towel. Using dimensional 
adhesive, adhere the stamped word bubble just 
above the “friends” sticker.

15 Trim an 8”x1” piece from the Crate Paper On Trend 
Haute (pink quatrefoil) patterned paper. Notch 
one end to create a banner.

16 Adhere to the left of your bottom photo, with the 
notched end furthest from the photo. Add buttons, 
sequins and enamel dots along the pink quatrefoil 
banner as shown. Stitch down the buttons with 
twine to finish.

17 Locate the Dear Lizzy “remember today” journal-
ing tag and the Elle’s Studio You & Me tabbed tag. 
Adhere the “remember today” tag to the tabbed 
tag as shown, slightly off-center and askew.  

18 Locate the Pink Paislee “best friends forever” stick-
er and apply to the center of the American Crafts 
Maggie Holmes gold label, using dimensional 
adhesive.

19 Tuck two BasicGrey Cottage flags into the dimen-
sional adhesive, behind the gold tag, to secure. 

20 Adhere entire journal card piece onto the striped 
paper in the middle of the page. Add journaling as 
desired, in strips or directly onto card.



close-up
photos

The sewing details that Nicole 
added to the die cut background 
can easily be done with a journ-
aling pen and faux stitches.

When attaching clear embellish-
ments, use very small dabs of 
clear adhesive and do not press 
too firmly until dry.

Strip journaling is a great alter-
native when you can’t print your 
journaling directly onto a pre-
made die cut.
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step-by-step
how to

step 1 (#5 in instructions) step 2 (#6 in instructions)

step 3 (#7 in instructions) step 4 (#8 in instructions)
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cutting
files

NOTE: Cutting files are provided in .svg and .dxf 
formats and work with most leading electronic die 
cutters (Silhouette, Pazzle, etc.). If you do not have 
an electronic die cutter, you can print this page and 
hand cut the shapes with a craft knife. The circle/
diamond pattern is sized to 12x12, but can be edit-
ed to fit an 8.5”x11” cutting platform.

speech bubble in place
of American Crafts Hudson 
Square die cut shapes

Alternate tag for Step 10
of the instructions

alternate to label sticker
in Step 10


