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Introduction
One of the very oldest landmarks in Edgefield County is a place
located approximately six miles southeast of the Town of Edgefield. Over
the course of more than a quarter of a millennium this landmark has been
variously known as “the Piney Wood House,” “the Pine-a-wood House,”
“the Pine Wood House,” and, for the last century and more, simply, “the
Pine House.” In many ways, the story of this house parallels the story of
Edgefield County. Now entering its second quarter millennium, the house
has new owners, Bettis Cantelou Rainsford, Jr. and Melissa Logan Vann,
who are beginning their married lives together on May 18, 2013 in this
wonderful old landmark. Interestingly, the families of these new owners
have been associated with the house for more than two centuries. It is
therefore appropriate that the Story of the Pine House during that first
quarter-millennium be comprehensively explored and told.

In the Beginning
Although the South Carolina “backcountry” had been criss-crossed for
decades by Indian traders, hunters and cow drovers, very few settlers had
come to inhabit this vast wilderness on a permanent basis until the middle
of the 18th century. Around that time, settlers began to trickle into the area
which encompasses present-day Edgefield County. Early settlers included
John Scott who settled on the Savannah River in 1747,1 John Chevis, a free
Negro carpenter from Virginia, who settled in 1749 on the creek which
has borne his name for a quarter of a millennium,2 Isaac Cloud, a retired
Indian trader who settled at the headwaters of Cloud’s Creek on the Ridge
(in present-day Ridge Spring) before 1751,3 Joseph Nobles who settled
on Horn’s Creek at present-day Sweetwater Road in 1754,4 and Peter
Youngblood who was the first settler in the Town of Edgefield in 1764.5
1.

2.
3.
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 eriwether, Robert L., The Expansion of South Carolina 1729-1765, Southern
M
Publishers, Inc., Kingsport, Tenn, 1940, pp. 128-129.
Ibid., p. 133.
Ibid. p. 122, citing Journal of the Council, May 11, 1751 and Journals of the Commons
House of Assembly, May 13 & 14, 1751.
Ibid., p. 129.
South Carolina Department of Archives and History, Charleston Deeds, Deed Book 2,
page 173, deed of John Lamar to Peter Youngblood, dated August 1, 1764. This tract
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Realizing the need for additional land for settlement and hoping to
smooth relationships with the Indians who resented the new residents in
their traditional hunting grounds, South Carolina Governor James Glenn
negotiated in 1755 a cession of land from the Cherokee Indians for a
large area encompassing the present-day counties of Abbeville, Edgefield,
Laurens, Union, Spartanburg, Newberry, Chester, Fairfield, Richland,
Greenwood, Saluda, Aiken, and McCormick.6 In the decades following,
the initial “trickle” of settlers became a steady stream and then a flood.
One of the early grants of land made in the newly-opened territory
was a grant to Richard Pace, Sr. by King George II in 1758 for 200 acres
between the branches of the Edisto River and Stephens Creek. The plat
for this grant was commissioned in 1756 and certified in 1757. The grant
was issued the following year. The inscription of the plat reads as follows:
South Carolina. Pursuant to a precept directed under
the hand and seal of Egerton Leigh, Esq., Surveyor Gen’l
dated the 7th day of Dec. 1756, I have meas’d and laid
out unto Richard Pace Sen. a plantation or tract of land
in Granville County7 containing two hundred acres and
was vacant at the time of surveying and is situated lying
and being between the branches of Edisto and Stephens
Creeks and known by the name of the Piney Wood House
and is butting and bounding on all sides on vacant land
and hath such shapes forms and marks as the above plat
represents. Certified this 29th day of March 1757.
Edw’d Musgrove
D.S.8

6.
7.

8.

was granted to John Lamar in 1758, but it is believed that he never settled here.
Meriwether, pp. 209-210.
In the Colonial period, for purposes of the granting of land, there were four counties in
the state which theoretically extended to the Pacific Ocean: Granville which ran along
the Savannah River, Colleton which came next and was centered on the Edisto River,
Berkeley which extended northwest from Charles Town and Craven which covered the
eastern, or Pee Dee, part of the state. After the Circuit Court Act of 1768, the Ninety
Six District was often used to describe lands in this area, but the designations of the four
counties continued. This tract was clearly in Granville County.
Holcomb, Brent H., Petitions for Land from the South Carolina Journals, Vol. IV: 17541756, SCMAR, Columbia, 1998, p. 281 (Petition upon Family Rights for Warrant, dated
December 7, 1756); Vol. V: 1757-1765, p. 15 (Petition for Certification of Plat, dated
November 1, 1757); South Carolina Department of Archives and History, Grant Book 8,
p. 313, (grant issued, dated September 19, 1758, delivered to Francis Brice, April 2, 1759).
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This 1757 plat which describes the property as “known by the name of the
Piney Wood House” marks the beginning of the history of the Pine House

Thus, with the naming of this landmark, the story of the Pine House
began and has continued for more than a quarter of a millennium.

Richard Pace
The recipient of this grant, Richard Pace, Sr. (1700-c.1775), was
descended from an early settler of the same name of the Jamestown
Colony. He is often referred to by Pace family genealogists as “Richard
IV” as he was preceded by three other Richard Paces, beginning with the
original immigrant.9 After several generations in Virginia, the Pace family
9.

 he original immigrant, Richard Pace I (1586?-c.1623) & his wife Isabella, came to the
T
Jamestown settlement from England sometime before 1616 and settled on the south side
of the James River four miles above Jamestown at a place which became known as “Paces
Paines.” An interesting story about Richard Pace I was the role he played in saving the
Jamestown Colony from destruction. At the time of the settlement of Jamestown in
1607 and in the decade following, the English settlers enjoyed a mutually respectful
relationship with the Powhatan Indians who inhabited much of eastern Virginia. After
the death in 1618 of the Chief of the Powhatan who was the father of Pocahontas, his
brother, Openchancanough, succeeded him. This chief immediately began plotting the
destruction of the English colony which resulted in a plan to attack the white settlers on
the morning of March 22, 1622. An Indian boy named Chanco, who had been converted
to Christianity by his patron and Godfather, Richard Pace, learned of the planned attack,
refused to participate in killing the man who had been so good to him and instead told
Pace of the planned attack. Pace immediately rowed over the river to warn Governor
Francis Wyatt who prepared the defense of the Jamestown fort. While the fort withstood
the attack, 347 men, women and children who lived in outlying plantations were not
able to be notified and were therefore massacred. Thus, had it not been for Richard Pace
I, it is likely that the entire Jamestown settlement would have been wiped out in this
Massacre of 1622. See Tyler, Lyon Gardiner, The Cradle of the Republic: Jamestown
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had moved down into what was called the Albemarle Settlements on the
Roanoke River in North Carolina.10 Born in 1700, our Richard Pace was
married in 1723 to Elizabeth Cain, had thirteen children, and lived on his
father’s land on the Roanoke River. In 1744 he sold his lands and moved
from Northhampton County (formerly Bertie County) to Craven County,
North Carolina which later became Johnston County. According to his
grandson who wrote a family memoir in 1844-1850,11 the lands in North
Carolina were “considerably worn, and hard to get.” For this reason,
Richard Pace decided, at the age of about fifty-five, to leave his home in
North Carolina and move into the newly-opened lands in South Carolina.
He brought with him a number of members of his family, 400 head of
cattle, a fine stock of horses, and “every necessary to make a settlement in
the wilderness.” He “wrote an elegant hand, spelt well and was a man of
good English education.”12 He was therefore a man “of the better sort” who
would come to play a significant role in the development of the region.13
and James River, Whittet & Shepperson, General Printers, 1900, p. 207; Turner, Freda
Reid, Compiler, The Pace Family 1607-1750, Edited by Elenor Pace Terrell, distributed
by the Pace Society of America, W.H. Wolfe Associates, Second Printing, 1994, pp. 3541; and Turner, Freda Reid, Compiler, History of the Pace Family from Manuscripts
of Miss Annie Jones (1873-1951), Barnabas Pace (1789-18??), Maud McClure Kelly
(1887-1973), distributed by the Pace Society of America, Wolfe Publishing, Roswell,
GA, May, 1995, pp. 9-30.
10.
Richard Pace I’s son, George Pace (1608-1655) & wife, Sarah Maycock, moved to
Charles City County on the north side of the James. Paces Paines was sold by the family
in 1635. George’s son was Richard Pace II (1638-1677) whose wife was Mary (Baker
or Knowles?). Their son, Richard Pace III (1676-1738), who was married to Rebecca
Poythress, moved in 1704 to Chowan Precinct, Albemarle County, North Carolina and
died in Bertie County, North Carolina. Richard III’s son, Richard IV (1700-1775) is our
Richard who came to South Carolina. See Turner, History of the Pace Family, pp. 40-68,
101-119, and Turner, The Pace Family 1607-1750, pp. 42-107, 167-184.
11.
The family memoir of Barnabas Pace (1789-18??), which was written between 1844
and 1850, is printed in its entirety in Turner, History of the Pace Family, pp. 162-204.
12.
Portions of this memoir relevant to Richard Pace IV are as follows: “I have told you
that he was born in 1700, and that he married Elizabeth Cain, in about the year 1723,
where he lived on his father’s land on the Roanoke until his youngest child was some
seven or eight years old, the lands considerably worn, and hard to get, he mustered all
his sons and daughters, sons-in-law and daughters-in-law and moved out and settled
within thirteen miles of Augusta, in a N. E. direction (not Augusta then but now) for
the whole country was a wilderness at that time, which was about 1758 or thereabouts.
. . . I have seen of the handwriting of my grandfather, he wrote an elegant hand, spelt
well and was a man of good English education. I have often heard him spoken of by
old men who knew him as a man of good, sound sense, a plain unassuming man, a good
citizen, a good neighbor, a kind husband, and as a parent skilled in managing a family
and training his children in the pathway of virtue, honesty and economy. He knew how
to govern himself and family, and was a fearer of God and a worker of righteousness.”
13.
For a comprehensive description of the men “of the better sort” or “the leading men”
of the backcountry in the Colonial period, see Brown, Richard Maxwell, The South
Carolina Regulators, The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, Cambridge,
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The Piney Woods House
As an inducement to get settlers to move into the South Carolina
backcountry, the Colonial government had developed a plan to grant
settlers land at a nominal cost provided they would settle on the land and
cultivate it. Under the “headright” system which was in place in 17561758, a head of household would receive 100 acres for himself and fifty
acres for every person he brought with him.14 Thus, Pace’s grant reflected
100 acres for himself and two fifty acre allocations for his wife and a slave
which he brought with him. Richard Pace, Jr., presumably his son, also
applied for and received a grant for 100 acres on Stephens Creek, some
miles southwest of the Piney Woods tract.15

This map by William de Brahm, published the same year as the Piney Woods
House plat, shows the path from Saxe Gotha to Augusta.

14.

15.

Massachusetts, 1963, pp. 25-27.
 ace Society of America Bulletins, Vol. II, Frances Reid Turner, compiler, Wolfe Press, 1999,
P
p. 273. For a description of the process of obtaining a grant, see Meriwether, pp.163-164.
Holcomb, Brent H., Petitions for Land from the South Carolina Journals, Vol. IV: 17541756, SCMAR, Columbia, 1998, p. 281 (Petition upon Family Rights for Warrant, dated
December 7, 1756); Vol. V: 1757-1765, p. 15 (Petition for Certification of Plat, dated
November 1, 1757); South Carolina Department of Archives and History, Grant Book
8, p. 315, (grant issued, dated August 1, 1758).
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Arriving probably in the winter of 1755/1756, Richard Pace selected
a site for his home near the trading path which ran between Saxe-Gotha
(the German settlement at what is now West Columbia) and Augusta.
This trading path went down the Ridge which divided the headwaters of
the South Edisto River from the tributaries of the Saluda River and the
Savannah River. It is interesting that at the very same time that Pace was
selecting his home, a cartographer, William de Brahm, was publishing a
map of South Carolina which showed the path on which Pace traveled.
As can be seen on the map, the path largely skirted the rivers and creeks
which would have made travel difficult. However, the map does show
several bridges, including a bridge and causeway over the upper reaches
of the South Edisto River southeast of Johnston and one over the upper
reaches of Horse Creek, presumably near the present-day Edgefield
County Industrial Park on U.S. Highway 25, some three miles below the
Pine House.16
Pace established his home near this path some twenty miles from
Augusta.17 Why he chose this particular site is an interesting question,
but since we know from his grandson that he brought 400 head of cattle
with him from North Carolina, it might well be that he selected this tract
because it had three ponds on it, as shown on the 1757 plat. These ponds
were what we now call “Carolina bays,” which are ponds from which
no natural outlets exist and which dot the Ridge from Batesburg nearly
to North Augusta. Some scientists have theorized that these bays were
caused by a meteorite shower in some ancient time; others have theorized
that they were created by winds long ago; and still others believe that they
were formed because the naturally flat topography did not permit an outlet
and therefore the water collected over time in depressions and the wet
soil subsided into natural ponds. In any event, these ponds would have
provided Pace’s cattle with water through most of the year and may have
been the reason he selected this particular tract.18
After selecting the site on which he wanted to settle, Pace faced some
difficulties in acquiring the land. First, he had to petition for a warrant
for the land which generally meant personally traveling to Charles Town,
an arduous trip of a week or more. The warrant, once issued, directed the
Surveyor General of the province to send out a Deputy Surveyor to survey
For a general description of this path, see Meriwether, p. 172.
 s noted above in footnote 12, Barnabas Pace stated that Richard Pace settled some
A
thirteen miles from Augusta. In fact, Pace’s grant at the present site of the Pine House is
twenty miles from Augusta. Perhaps Barnabas’s story was based upon a mistake in the
oral history which had been handed down to him, or perhaps Richard IV did not measure
the distance very accurately.
18.
For a discussion on cattle raising in the South Carolina backcountry see Meriwether, pp.
162, 167-168.
16.
17.
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the property and to insure that it did not conflict with any previous surveys
or grants. Once the survey was completed, it had to be sent back to Charles
Town so that a grant could be issued. This entire process normally took
several years. However, the vast majority of settlers took the trouble to
secure legal right to the property on which they settled.19
From the plat we can also see that the 200 acre tract was a perfect square
with 44.73 chains or 2,952.18 feet or more than half a mile on a side. The
boundary trees shown on the plat are all pines, except for one hickory.
There are springs shown on two sides of the property. Interestingly this
spot divided the headwaters of four different creeks: Pace’s Branch
(named, of course, for our Richard Pace) which flowed east to Shaw’s
Creek and thence into the Edisto River, Horse Creek which flowed south
directly into the Savannah River, Horn’s Creek which flowed southwest
into Stevens Creek, and Turkey Creek which flowed northwest in a wide
circle to also merge with Stevens Creek.

This 1825 map by Robert Mills shows the line dividing the
oak and hickory forests from the pine forests.

The land selected by Pace was in the “piney woods,” an area which
encompassed the southeast portion of what was to become Edgefield
County. Early visitors had observed that there was a dramatic change in the
forest along a curving line which extended generally in a southwesterlynortheasterly direction through South Carolina. Oak and hickory trees
grew northwest of the line and pine trees grew southeast of it. This line was
sufficiently distinctive that it was marked on the 1825 map of Edgefield
County by Robert Mills. This difference in vegetation was a result of the
difference in soil types, with the red clay soils of the piedmont favoring
the growth of oak and hickory and the sandy soils of the ancient beaches
favoring the growth of pine.
Although the original Piney Woods House has long since been replaced
by newer structures and therefore we cannot know for certain, the house
19.

Meriwether, pp. 163-164.
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was, in all likelihood, somewhat more substantial than other houses of
the same era. This conclusion is based upon the facts that (1) the Piney
Woods House became a well-known landmark for several decades after
it was built and (2) Pace was probably better off than most settlers to

The Piney Wood House was likely similar to this house, built by Richard Tutt
in Edgefield in 1791 and demolished circa 1900.

the area. Evidence of Pace’s relative prosperity is that he had brought
with him 400 head of cattle, a fine stock of horses, at least one slave20
and “every necessary to make a settlement in the wilderness.” We can
surmise, therefore, that the Piney Woods House was of log construction
with weatherboards covering the logs, and a plank roof with wooden
shingles covering it. It was undoubtedly made from the massive long-leaf
pine trees which covered the area. The weatherboards and planks were
sawed out with whipsaws, a very labor-intensive undertaking. Windows
were probably just covered by shutters, as glass windows were extremely
rare.21 The chimney was probably of brick made on site from clay.
Although probably more substantial than other settlers’ houses which had
no weatherboarding and whose chimneys were of split sticks filled with
dirt between them, the Piney Woods House was nevertheless a frontier
cabin and certainly did not present “an elegant appearance.”22
20.

21.
22.

 n August 27, 1757, in Augusta, Georgia, Richard Pace sold to James Nessmith a Negro
O
man named “Fortune,” and gave his residence as South Carolina and his occupation as
“Planter.” See Turner, Pace Family 1607-1750, p. 174.
Meriwether, p. 165.
When President Washington toured the sand hills of the backwoods of South Carolina
in 1791 (see below), he noted that “there is not, within view of the whole road . . . a
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In his family memoir, Barnabas Pace notes that at the time Richard
Pace settled in South Carolina “bear, deer, turkeys, buffalo, wild horses,
and all species of game were in abundance.” This confirms what we know
of the South Carolina backcountry in the early eighteenth century from
other sources.23 Pace and other settlers of the period had much wildlife to
sustain them even if their crops failed.
Richard Pace was apparently not completely satisfied with his holdings
at the Piney Woods House, because on February 14, 1759 he petitioned
the Georgia Council in Savannah, “setting forth that he was settled in
the Province and had no land, and was desirous to obtain a grant of land
for cultivation.” The Colonial Records of Georgia further describes his
petition for land saying that it was 100 acres on an island in the Savannah
River about one-half mile below an island called Johnson’s Island, and
about thirty-two miles above Augusta, which, if granted, he agreed to
cultivate and improve same.”24 Although this suggests that he had already
abandoned the Piney Woods House, the family memoir implies that he
remained in the Piney Woods until the Cherokee War in 1760.

The Cherokee War
While the Pace family settlement in this beautiful, primeval region
may sound idyllic, they were at all times in danger from the Indians who
increasingly regarded the white settlers as intruders into their hunting
grounds. The once congenial relationship between settlers and the Cherokee
Indians had begun to deteriorate in the mid-1750’s. Although Governor
Glen in 1755 attempted to mollify the Indians when he negotiated the
purchase from them of most of the land encompassing the upper Piedmont
of present-day South Carolina, a period of uncertain peace followed.
Continued encroachment upon the lands of the Cherokee by unscrupulous
white men and continued dishonesty on the part of many of those engaged
in trading with the Indians caused great unhappiness among the younger
Indian chiefs. Finally, in early 1760, a full scale attack on the settlers of the
single house which has anythg. of an elegant appearance. They are altogether of Wood
& chiefly of logs – some indd. have brick chimneys but generally the chimnies are of
Split sticks filled with dirt between them.” We suspect that the Piney Woods House was
one of those which had a brick chimney, but this is only a supposition.
23.
Meriwether, pp. 119, 169. A most interesting and complete account of the wildlife
of the South Carolina backcountry in the middle of the eighteenth century is to be
found in Logan, John H., A History of the Upper Country of South Carolina from the
Earliest Periods to the Close of the War of Independence, Vol. I, S.G. Courtenay & Co.,
Charleston, P.B. Glass, Columbia, 1859, pp. 22-121.
24.
Colonial Records of Georgia, 7, p. 903. See also Colonial Records of Georgia by
Chandler, Vol. II, p. 908, dated February, 1859. The grant for this property was not
issued until 1762. Pace Society of America Bulletins, Volume 1, Frances Reid Turner,
compiler, Wolfe Publishing, 1998, p. 73.
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backcountry was launched by the Cherokees. In the ensuing weeks a great
many settlers were killed, scalped, or taken as slaves, their homesteads
burnt, and their livestock stolen.25
One of the most notorious of the Cherokee attacks took place on
February 1, 1760, when a hundred mounted Cherokees burst with guns
blazing upon a group of Scots-Irish settlers who were fleeing for the fortin
Augusta. Forty persons – mostly women and children – were killed or
captured, including the grandmother of South Carolina statesman John C.
Calhoun.26
Two days later the Indians struck again. A small party of twentythree women and children from the Long Canes settlement was fleeing
to safety when they were waylaid
by Cherokee near Stevens Creek.
For days afterwards, dazed and
wounded children who had
escaped the carnage were found
walking in the woods. On one
day nine of the children – terribly
hacked by tomahawks and their
scalps slashed off – were brought
into Augusta.27
In February 1760, Ulric Tobler
of New Windsor Township south
of the Piney Woods house was
killed by a Cherokee warrior whose
hatchet, which was left in Tobler’s
neck, bore three old notches and as
many new ones.28

The greatest fear of the settler:
an attack by Indians

Regarding conditions very
near Pace’s neighborhood, Lachan Shaw of Augusta wrote to Governor
Lyttleton of South Carolina of the terror which had gripped the area: “If
I was to give one hundred Guineas to a person to Cross the Country to
Orangeburgh, I could not get any person to Undertake it.”29 One can
imagine what it was like being a settler, living in a frontier cabin in a
clearing, miles from any neighbor, with woods all around, and with the
An excellent account of the Cherokee War of 1760 is contained in Brown, pp. 1-12.
South Carolina Gazette, February 23, 1760; Pennsylvania Gazette, February 28, 1760.
27.
South Carolina Gazette, February 16, 1760; Pennsylvania Gazette, March 6, 1760.
28.
South Carolina Indian Affairs, 1757-1760, pp. 224-225; Pennsylvania Gazette, March
20, 1760.
29.
South Carolina Indian Affairs, 1757-1760, pp. 229-230.
25.
26.
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constant terror that at any moment wild savages might storm out of the
woods, shoot and kill every person there, rape the women, scalp all of the
family and burn everything that a settler had worked to build.
In response to the attacks and the attendant terror which spread like
wildfire over the frontier, many settlers fled to stockade forts which
were quickly erected in Augusta, Ninety Six and other locations. Others
chose to flee toward the coast or far to the east beyond the Cherokee
hunting grounds. In all cases they abandoned their homes and livestock.
Meanwhile, the Cherokees laid waste to the countryside, murdering settlers
or taking captives for slaves, burning houses, slaughtering livestock and
destroying crops. The terror lasted for several years until an expedition of
over 2,000 regular and provincial troops led by Lieutenant-Colonel James
Grant ravaged many of the Indian towns and crops and drove the Indians
toward higher ground beyond the piedmont. The Indians, demoralized and
starving, surrendered and sued for peace. Numbered among the provincial
troops on the expedition to defeat the Cherokees was Richard Pace, Jr. (or
Richard Pace V), son of Richard Pace IV.30
According to Barnabas Pace’s family memoir, Richard Pace and his
family fled to the High Hills of the Santee in eastern South Carolina near
present-day Stateburg, just west of Sumter, where Pace’s daughter and
son-in-law lived. “[With] the old Cherokee War breaking out in 1761, the
family mostly moved back to South Carolina in the same county Uncle
Cox remained in. Here he lived two years and then moved back. . . .”
Living in the High Hills of the Santee, Pace was probably better off than
his neighbors who had fled to the forts in Augusta and elsewhere. These
settlers were shut up in crowded and unsanitary conditions in the forts
with nothing to do. In 1761, while the war was still raging, residents
from the New Windsor-Stevens Creek area petitioned the Assembly in
Charleston for relief from all provincial taxes for two years. They claimed
that constant dread and frequent alarms occasioned by the Indians had
kept them shut up in Forts for long periods of time. Their plantations lay
vacant and uncultivated, their stock ran wild, and they had been unable to
harvest a half or even a third of their normal crops.31

The End of the War and the Lawlessness
After two years of war, when settlers finally felt safe to venture forth to
reclaim their properties, they often found nothing but ashes and ruin. In
many cases, any property that had escaped the plunder of the Cherokee,
30.

31.

 ace Society of America, Vol. I, Frances Reid Turner, compiler, Wolfe Printing Co.,
P
1998, p. 73. Richard Pace, Jr. (“V”) was enlisted under Col. John Chevelette of the
South Carolina militia.
Brown, p. 11.
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had been stolen or destroyed by other settlers who had discovered the
abandoned farms and decided to take what had been abandoned. David
Ramsey, the South Carolina historian at the turn of the nineteenth century,
described the great social dislocation in the backcountry: “The war was
ended, but the consequences of it continued. It had tainted the principles
of many of the inhabitants, so as to endanger the peace and happiness of
society. Industry was at an end. The prospects of reaping were so faint
that few had the resolution to sow. Those who took up their residence
in forts had nothing to do . . . . When they sallied out they found much
property left behind by others . . . . To make use of such derelict articles
did not appear to them in the odious colors of theft. Cattle were killed –
horses were sold – household furniture, and plantation tools were taken
into possession in violation of private rights. The wrong-doers lived easily
at the expense of the absentees, and acquired such vicious habits that when
the war was over they despised labor and became pests of society. To steal
was easier than to work. The former was carried on extensively, and the
latter rarely attempted.”32
Although specific details of how the Piney Woods House fared during
this time are not recorded, we know that when Richard Pace moved
back to this area he chose not to resume his home at the Piney Woods
House, but rather chose to settle on the Savannah River, 25 miles above
Augusta, where “he obtained lands, cleared a farm, lived and died, him
and grandmother, just before the war.”33 Perhaps in the aftermath of the
Cherokee War, he sold the Piney Woods House, although no deed has
been found to indicate that he sold the property either before or after the
Revolution. Or perhaps the Piney Woods House had been vandalized so
badly that Pace was disheartened and just did not want to live there any
more. Or perhaps he found the house occupied by intimidating trespassers
who refused to leave. With no effective law enforcement in the area, he
may have decided that the better course was to move on to that other spot
which he had been granted. In any event we know that Pace went to his
new property on the Savannah and established his home. In due course,
he, or his son, established a ferry across the Savannah River near presentday Parksville which became widely known as Pace’s Ferry.34 Richard
Pace IV died circa 1775 and was buried within 100 yards of the river.35
 amsey, David, The History of South-Carolina, from its first Settlements in 1670, to the
R
year 1808, Charleston, SC, 1809, I, pp. 210-211, as quoted in Brown, p. 12.
33.
Barnabas Pace memoir, Turner, History of the Pace Family, p. 166.
34.
There have been many descendants of Richard Pace in Edgefield County through the
Getzen, Morgan, Delaughter, Thurmond and other families. Perhaps the most famous
of these descendants was Governor and United States Senator Strom Thurmond, Pace’s
great-great-great-great grandson through the Pace, Delaughter and Thurmond lines.
35.
Barnabas Pace memoir, Turner, History of the Pace Family, p. 166.
32.
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It is interesting to note that two of the sons of Richard Pace IV, James
and Silas, became Tories during the Revolutionary War. After the war
their property was confiscated and they were deported to Nova Scotia.36
Other sons were Whigs and fought for American independence. The son
who lived with him on the Savannah River, Drury Pace, was a captain in
the patriot militia.37
So what did happen to the Piney Woods House in the period from
1762 until the Revolution? The period of lawlessness after the Cherokee
War had been followed by a period in which law-abiding citizens rose
up in America’s first vigilante movement to bring law and order to
backcountry South Carolina. Since the Colonial government in Charles
Town had done practically nothing to provide law enforcement and

This illustration of a 1771 beating of a suspected horse thief on Horn’s Creek
by Regulators shows the turbulence of the Colonial period in the backcountry.

courts for the backcountry, these vigilantes, called “Regulators,” felt
justified in imposing their own brand of frontier justice on the outlaws.
There were several Regulators in Edgefield County who, in the late
1760’s and early 1770’s, were involved in a number of sensational
vigilante incidents. Although several of these incidents took place on
Horn’s Creek, the headwaters of which is at the Pine Wood House, no
36.

37.

 urner, The Pace Family: 1607-1750, pp 185-194. Turner, History of the Pace Family,
T
Barnabas Pace memoir, p. 163.
Turner, History of the Pace Family, Barnabas Pace memoir, pp. 169-170. Moss, Bobby
Gilmer, Roster of South Carolina Patriots in the American Revolution, Genealogical
Publishing Co., Inc., Baltimore, 1983, p. 749; South Carolina Department of Archives
and History, Audited Account 5659: T611.
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Cook’s map of 1773 shows more detail than de Brahm’s map of 1757,
including the name “Hubbard” at the Piney Woods House.

contemporary records from this period which specifically mention the
Pine Wood House have been found.
In 1773, some sixteen years after de Brahm published his 1757 map,
another cartographer, James Cook, made a new map of South Carolina in
which he showed considerably more detail than that shown on de Brahm’s
map. On this map, at the headwaters of Horse Creek and near the headwaters
of the Edisto River, just where the Piney Woods House was located, we see
the name “Hubbard.” Can this mean that in 1773, a family by the name of
Hubbard was living in the Piney Woods House? We have not been able to
find any deeds or grants into anyone by thename of Hubbard.38 However,
we do find several Hubbards from this area who served in the American
Revolution: Elisha Hubbard, Michael Hubbard, and William Hubbard.39 We
have no information to confirm which Hubbard family may have lived in the
Piney Woods House, or if they owned or rented it.

38.

39.

I n the immediate aftermath of the Cherokee War and then later after the hostilities with
England began to develop, deeds in the backcountry were often not recorded in Charles
Town as they should have been: Conditions were too unsettled to make the long trip
and the political disruption made the conduct of ordinary business difficult. Thus, many
land transactions during this period were simply not recorded.
Moss, p. 468.
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The Revolution
The outbreak of the American Revolution in 1775 affected life in the
backcountry as it did throughout the thirteen colonies. From the very outset of
the struggle, residents of the backcountry were split in their sympathies, with
some ardently fighting for American independence, others equally supporting
their king and still others simply wanting to be left alone. However, before
the American Revolution was over, almost all residents of this region became
involved, on one side or the other, in the hostilities. While Americans in
all colonies contributed to our independence, it was the people of this area,
with others from throughout the South Carolina backcountry, whose timely,
vigorous and persistent opposition to British authority resulted in the defeat of
the British in the South, the ultimate surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown and
the independence of the American nation.
Although we cannot be certain as to who was occupying the Pine House
at this time, we do find several references to the Piney Woods House during
the War. At the very outset of the struggle, on August 21, 1775, then Major
Andrew Williamson wrote to Captain John Caldwell advising him to be
on his guard for Tories who might be planning to attack Fort Charlotte: “I
think it would not be amiss to send one of your men, you can put the most
confidence in, to watch the motion of the disaffected (ie.: Tory leaders) about
Stephen’s Creek, and the Pine-a-wood House.”40 In early December of 1781,
a Tory by the name of John Crawford, under the command of Hezekiah
Williams and “Bloody Bill” Cunningham, was dispatched from down near
Orangeburg to attack patriot positions in the vicinity of Long Canes in what
became Abbeville County. On his trip northward, when Crawford reached
the neighborhood of the Piney Woods House he murdered a man by the
name of George Foreman and his two sons. He then passed on to within
four miles of Martintown and from there continued to Long Canes where he
created more mischief.41 We have not been able to discover any specifics
 ibbs, R. W., M.D., Editor, Documentary History of the American Revolution, 1764G
1776, D. Appleton & Co., 1855, p. 154.
41.
See Lipscomb, Terry W., South Carolina Revolutionary War Battles, Part Seven,
published serially in Names of South Carolina by Claude and Irene Neuffer, Vol. XXVI,
Winter, 1979, p. 37, which is based upon the pension account of Edward Vann. This
Edward Vann was the third husband of Mary Wilson Bettis Robertson Vann, the sixth
great grandmother of both Bettis Cantelou Rainsford, Jr. and Melissa Logan Vann. He
was also the sixth great uncle of Melissa Logan Vann. The pension account reads as
follows: “At another time your applicant was stationed at Martin Town under Capt.
Thomas Jones in Col. Thomas Key’s Regiment to guard and protect that section of
Country in Edgefield District against the predatory depredations and murderous attacks
of the Tories under a Col. Williams, a Tory leader, who marched within four miles
of Martin Town and in his March through treacherously and inhumanely murdered a
worthy man & patriot by the [name] of George Foreman and his two sons, near a place
called the Pine Woods house, this same marauding party of Tories proceeded towards
40.
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about George Foreman or exactly where he lived.

The Swearingen Era
Sometimes before 1786, and possibly as early as 1776, the Pine Wood
House was acquired by Captain Van Swearingen (c. 1743-1808). As noted
above, no deed has been found for any sale of the Piney Woods House by
Richard Pace or any acquisition of it by Swearingen. The Swearingen
family which came to Edgefield County consisted of Van Swearingen,
his brothers, Frederick and Thomas Swearingen, their uncle, Dr. Van
Swearingen, and others.42
Long Cane Creek . . . .” Audited Account of Edward Vann (AA8018), South Carolina
Archives, Columbia. Although Vann suggests that Williams personally participated in
the excursion, Terry Lipscomb’s researches indicate that Williams was probably not
personally here, but only dispatched Crawford and his men.
42.
Some confusion exists among Swearingen genealogists about the Swearingen family
in Edgefield County because there were two “Van Swearingens.” Dr. Van Swearingen
(1735-1796), who is not to be confused with Captain Van Swearingen, was a son of
Samuel Swearingen (1695-1785) who moved from Maryland to North Carolina around
1720. This Van Swearingen owned land in Edgecombe County, North Carolina in the
early 1760’s but moved to Anson County, North Carolina by the late 1760’s. While
in Anson County he and his brothers became involved in the Regulator movement.
Later he moved on to Edgefield County, South Carolina where he settled on the
upper reaches of Horse Creek. During the Revolution he was a surgeon in Colonel
LeRoy Hammond’s State Troops. Dr. Van Swearingen died in 1796 and left a will
which is recorded in Edgefield County. On several documents where his original
signature has survived, Dr. Van Swearingen spelled his first name “V-a-n-n,” instead
of “V-a-n.” Edgefield County Archives, Will Book A, p. 102, Estate Package 45/1923.
Captain Van Swearingen (1743-1808) was the nephew of this Dr. Van Swearingen. He
was the son of Samuel Swearingen, Jr. (1725-1816) who lived in Edgecombe County,
North Carolina, but who later moved on to Lincoln County, North Carolina, northwest of
Charlotte, where he died. This Samuel Swearingen, Jr. was the son of Samuel Swearingen,
Sr. (1695-1785) and the brother of Dr. Van Swearingen, both of whom are referred to above.
There is an interesting story about Dr. Van Swearingen recorded in the Annals of
Newberry by John B. O’Neall and John A. Chapman, as follows: “Joe Conwill lived
to the left of the road, leading from O’Neall’s, now Bobo’s mill, on Bush River by the
crab orchard to Parkin’s ford, (now Crofts’) on Saluda. His widow Sophia Conwill,
who at an age of more than fourscore, has within a few years died, was too good and
useful a woman to be forgotten. Her husband has been dead more than thirty years. He
was a pale, sickly looking man; but possessed of much activity, spirit and firmness. His
unhealthy appearance arose, as it was said from being bitten by a mad dog. He was
just married to her, of whom I have spoken as his widow, Sophia Goodwyn. Hunting
raccoons, (as was then the practice,) his dog treed one, while the tree, on which the
coon had taken refuge was falling under the axes of his companions, he held his dog,
which, struggling to get away, bit him. The next day, the dog was found to be mad. In
a few days, Conwill and his young wife went to the Pine House, Edgefield, to obtain the
services of Dr. Swearingen, in the cure of the former. Swearingen, whose reputation as
possessing the secret of curing hydrophobia extended far and wide, undertook the case,
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We do know that the Swearingens arrived here in South Carolina before
1777, as Thomas Swearingen, the brother of Captain Van Swearingen
enlisted in the militia here “in June of 1776 or 1777.”43 When he enlisted, his

In 1786 Vann Swearingen acquired this 1,084 acres of land
surrounding the original 200 acre grant to Pace.

brother John Swearingen was the Lieutenant. Later, at Christmas of 1778,
he reenlisted and his other brother, Van Swearingen, was his Lieutenant
(later to become Captain). Thus, we know that Van Swearingen was well
established here by the end of 1778. Captain Van Swearingen may well
have purchased the Piney Woods House at the beginning of the War, but

43.

and after a few day’s prescription, having, as he supposed, sufficiently guarded, by his
medicine, against a paroxysm, left home for a few hours, leaving Conwill at large. In a
short time he was discovered to be exhibiting the usual appearances of hydrophobia. He
was fortunately in the yard; the women took refuge in the house, and barred the door;
he made repeated attempts to break in; at last, he took the road towards Augusta at a
dog trot; tongue protruding from his mouth, and the saliva dripping from it. In a short
time, Swearingen returned home; being told what had occurred, he pursued Conwill on
horseback. When he overtook him, he leaped off his horse, cut his bridle reins from his
bridle; tied Conwill therewith, drove him home before him, and cured him. He lived,
I presume, at least thirty years afterwards; but he always affirmed that at the full and
change of the moon, he felt the effect of the bite! What has become of Swearingen’s
remedy? Did it die with him? Has he not a son still living near the Pine House?” John B.
O’Neall and John A. Chapman, Annals of Newberry, Aull & Houseal, Newberry, 1892,
pp. 62-63. The author apparently has Dr. Van Swearingen confused with Captain Van
Swearingen as he puts the site of the story at the Pine House where he states that Dr. Van
Swearingen lived. Could he have lived with his nephew?
Moss, p. 910; Audited Account of Thomas Swearingen, National Pension Account.
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was not able to get the deed recorded due to the disruption caused by the
War. Several years after the Revolution, on February 21, 1786, he received
a grant of land from the State of South Carolina for 1,084 acres adjoining the
original 200 acre tract of the Piney Woods House, which is shown on the plat
accompanying the grant as being already owned by him.44
The Swearingens had
come from North Carolina
where they had been
neighbors of the John
Bettis family in Edgecombe
County.
Both of these
families had moved down
to South Carolina within
Both the Swearingen and Bettis families
a few years of each other.
came to Edgefield County from Edgecombe
While the Swearingens had
County in Eastern North Carolina.
settled at the Pine Wood
House and on Horse Creek,
John Bettis (1738-1782) and his wife, Mary Wilson Bettis (c.17401827) had acquired a
property about two and
a half miles northeast of
the Pine Wood House on
Shaw’s Creek. There the
Bettis family built a mill
which is shown on the
Thomas Anderson map
of 1816 and the Robert
Mills map of 1825. In
the
early
twentieth
century this mill pond
was a favorite public
recreational swimming
pond known as Samuels
Pond. Van Swearingen’s
two brothers, Thomas and
Frederick, both married
daughters of John Bettis
and Van Swearingen’s
son
married
Bettis’
Robert Mills’ 1825 map of Edgefield County
granddaughter.
Thus,
shows the Pinewood House and the
the two families were
nearby Bettis Mill.
closely allied.
44.

Swearingen grant of 1786.
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President Washington’s Visit
In 1791, President George Washington
made a grand tour of the Southern
States which he had never visited, either
before or during the war. After passing
through coastal South Carolina, he visited
Savannah and then headed to Augusta,
arriving there on Wednesday, the 18th
of May. On Saturday, the 21st of May,
he left Augusta for Columbia, escorted
by a committee from Columbia. After a
twenty mile drive, the entourage stopped
at the Piney Woods House and had
breakfast with Captain Van Swearingen.
In his diary, in which he generally made
rather abbreviated remarks, he wrote the
following:

Our first President visited the
Piney Wood House in 1791.

Saturday 21st. Left Augusta about 6 oclock, and takg.
leave of the Governor & principal Gentlemen of the
place at the bridge over Savanna river where they had
assembled for this purpose, I proceeded in Company with
Colos. Hampton & Taylor, & Mr. Lithgow a Committee
from Columbia (who had come on to meet & conduct
me to that place) & a Mr. Jameson from the Village of
Granby on my rout.
Dined at a house about 20 Miles from Augusta45 and
lodged at one Oden abut 20 miles farther.46
Sunday 22d. Rode about 21 Miles to breakfast, and
passing through the village of Granby just below the first
falls in the Congaree (which was passed in a flat bottomed
boat at a rope ferry) I lodged at Columbia, the newly
adopted Seat of the Government of South Carolina about
3 miles from it, on the No. side of the river, and 27 from
my breakfasting stage.
The whole Road from Augusta to Columbia is a pine
barren of the worst sort, being hilly as well as poor.47 This
45.
46.
47.

The Pine Wood House.
House of Jacob and Martha Odom, just west of Monetta.
Washington’s observation about the land was certainly accurate as much of the road
from Augusta to Columbia passes through the sandhills which can be notoriously poor,
growing pine trees and blackjack oaks only with some difficulty. Although some areas
of the road, like the area immediately around the Pine House, are much more fertile than
other areas, other areas, such as the area around Bettis Academy, are incredibly infertile.
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circumstance added to the distance, length of the Stages,
want of water and heat of the day, foundered one of my
horses very badly.
Beyond Granby 4 miles, I was met by sevl. Gentlemen
of that place & Wynnsborough; and on the banks of the
River on the no. Side by a number of others, who escorted
me to Columbia.48
After leaving the Piney Woods House, Washington headed on to
Columbia, traveling by way of Ridge Spring and Monetta. The road to
Ridge Spring at that time did not go by way of Johnston, but rather to the
south and east of Highways 121 and 23, along what we call today Airport
Road and (erroneously) the Plank Road. Early plats of property around
the Pine House show the Road to Columbia turning and heading towards
what is now Airport Road at Ebenezer Church.
Although Washington’s rather cryptic diary entries do not often mention
it, he was probably met at every stop by crowds of people anxious to see
the new nation’s President. John A. Chapman (1821-1906), who had the
opportunity to know many of those who were there to see the President,
noted in his 1897 History of Edgefield County: “At every place along the
road where he could be seen he was met by many citizens who were anxious
to see and do honor to the great man. At one of these places he was seen by
Mr. Crawford Perry, who lived at the time not far from the place now known
as Perry’s Cross Roads. . . . [President Washington] visited Ridge Spring and
shook hands with all who came forward to greet him – indeed, with the most
of the ancestors of those who are living there now.”49
While there was general excitement about Washington’s visit, the
President did not enjoy universal popularity in Edgefield County. He had
supported, and the Congress had passed, an excise tax on whiskey and
a tax on stills as a means by which to pay the debts left over from the
Revolution. This was most unpopular in the South Carolina upcountry
where many found making and selling whiskey to be one of the best
In Washington’s day, before the introduction of commercial fertilizers, the land probably
all seemed “poor” as compared to the fertile soils of Mount Vernon to which Washington
was accustomed. After commercial fertilizers began to be widely used in the middle of
the 19th century, much of this land became highly productive.
48.
The Papers of George Washington Digital Edition, ed. Theodore J. Crackel.
Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, Rotunda, 2008. A very interesting
treatment of Washington’s visit is contained in Lipscomb, Terry W., South Carolina in
1791: George Washington’s Southern Tour, South Carolina Department of Archives and
History, 1993.
49.
Chapman, John A., History of Edgefield County from the Earliest Settlements to 1897,
Newberry, SC, 1897, pp. 51 & 73.
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and only means of acquiring cash which was in short supply at the time.
Indeed Van Swearingen and his two brothers, Thomas and Frederick, had
all served as sureties for others operating taverns.50 Just one month prior
to the President’s visit to the Pine House, the Edgefield County Grand Jury
had convened at the Court House and drafted the following presentment:
We Conceve it our in Dispensable Duty to present
to the Attention of the Court [a] Grievance of the most
alarming nature to the Citizens of this State, we mean the
late act of Congress laying an Excise on home distilled
Spirits and a Tax on Country Stills. We are of opinion
that all Excise Laws in the Nature of Excise Laws are
repugnant to the Condition & Liberties of a free people. . .
. In the present Instance we deem that the Excise will bear
very & unequally hard on the Inhabitants of the Southern
States – and are Convinced that the Tax on Stills will be
a most unjust & unequal Tax on those who Live in the
interior Country.51
A Swearingen family legend holds that President Washington presented
Van Swearingen with a sword on his visit to the Pine Wood House. One
version of the legend further holds that the sword was destroyed by fire
when a descendant’s house was burned during the Civil War. Another
version of the legend states that when descendant siblings fought over the
sword, their father threw the sword into the well to end the fight.52 The
legend is probably just that: a legend with no basis in truth. It is highly
unlikely that President Washington presented a sword to someone he had
not known previously and with whom he had only had breakfast.53
50.

51.

52.

53.

 olcomb, Brent H., compiler, Minutes of the Judges of the Edgefield County Court,
H
1785-1795, Southern Historical Press, Easley, SC, 1979, pp. 142 & 162.
Records of the General Assembly, Grand Jury Presentments, 1791, Nos. 3 & 4, cited in
Lipscomb, p. 59.
The legend about the sword being destroyed in a fire is contained in Whyte, Karel L.,
Swearingen/Vansweringen and Related Families, privately published, Aiken, SC, 1999, p.
122. The legend about the sword being thrown in a well is contained in Kerrigan, Adele
Cobb, The Bettes: From England to America, privately printed, Houston, c. 1950, p. 94.
There are other stories about Washington giving gifts on his trip which are perhaps
more believable. One of the daughters of Martha Odom, whose father was Martha
Odom’s first husband, Captain Michael Watson, is said to have received a British gold
coin after the President learned that she was the daughter of a patriot who given his
life for American independence. See Lipscomb, South Carolina in 1791, p. 61. The
best documented story of a gift from Washington is the story that Washington, after
returning to Philadelphia, sent the 15 year old Edmund Bacon as set of law books in
appreciation for his delivering the welcoming address in Augusta. The President was
indeed so impressed with the young Bacon that he retained a copy of Bacon’s address
in his papers. See The Papers of George Washington Digital Edition, ed. Theodore J.
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At some point, probably while the Swearingen family owned the
property, a tavern was built across the road from the current site of the Pine
House. In all likelihood this tavern was built in the early 19th century after
the cotton boom justified the development of traveling accommodations.
There has been a tradition that this tavern was the original Piney Woods
House and that this is where Washington dined.54 This tavern property was
sold by Van Swearingen’s son Eli in 1820 to Francis Bettis (1775-1846),
a son of John Bettis and a planter of Horn’s Creek.55 Bettis’s grandson,

This plat of 182 acres across the road from the Pine House was deeded to
Francis Bettis (1775-1846) by Eli Swearingen, a son of Van Swearingen.
Note the “Race Paths” indicated on the plat.
Crackel. Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, Rotunda, 2008. Stories of the
gift of the law books were circulating early in the 18th century. See Bigbie, Alethia
E., Memories: The Academy of Richmond County, 1783-1983, R.L. Bryan, Columbia,
SC, 1982, pp. 8-9. Bacon subsequently moved to Edgefield and became a prominent
member of the Bar here. See O’Neall, John Belton, Biographical Sketches of the Bench
and Bar of South Carolina, Volume II, Charleston, 1859, pp. 222-230.
54.
This tradition was started or perpetuated by the late William Norris Bettis (1899-1977),
great-grandson of Francis Bettis, who wrote a letter to the author of the Bettis family
genealogy book, intending to “untangle” the Pine House story. Instead, he tangled it
much further. See Kerrigan, pp. 93-95.
55.
Edgefield County Archives, Edgefield, SC, Deed Book 39, pp. 426-428. The elder
brother of Francis Bettis was Matthew Bettis who moved to the Mississippi Territory in
1816, taking with him his family and a large number of other settlers. His son, William
James Bettis (1812-1836), was born in Edgefield but moved west with his father and
became a lawyer in Alabama. William James Bettis was a first cousin of Benjamin
Warren Bettis (1812-1893), 19th century patriarch of the Pine House, and the third
great-grandfather of Bettis Cantelou Rainsford, Jr.
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James Francis Bettis (1850-1929) was born in this house, grew up there
until the age of eight and had treasured memories of this old tavern
building with ceiled walls, low ceilings and a huge fireplace. The idea
that this was the original Piney Woods House probably developed because
the building looked like “an unpretentious, typical tavern house” where
one might imagine Washington dined.56
However, deeds, plats and maps
make clear that the Piney Woods House
was where the current Pine House
now stands. In the deed by which
Francis Bettis acquired his property,
any mention of this being the Piney
Woods House tract is conspicuously
absent. The adjoining plat does note
that a corner of the property is in the
cross roads of a place “known by the
name of the Pine House.” There is no
indication on the plat that a house or
tavern was located on it. While this
is not conclusive, as plats of this era
often did not show improvements on the
property, it is interesting to see that the
surveyor did note the “Race Paths” on
the property.57 Horse racing was a major
sport in Edgefield County the early 19th
century. It is fortunate that the surveyor
once done.58

William James Bettis (18121836), a first cousin of Benjamin
Warren Bettis of the Pine House,
was the third great-grandfather
of Bettis C. Rainsford, Jr.

has marked where racing was

By contrast, in the chain of title to the current Pine House property
from Van Swearingen’s son John in 1818 until it was purchased by
Benjamin Warren Bettis in 1858, the property is consistently referred
to in eight conveyances as being “known as the Piney Woods House
or the Pine House tract.”59 Moreover, both the Thomas Anderson map
Kerrigan, pp. 94.
Edgefield County Archives, Deed Book 39, pp. 428.
58.
For instance, see Longstreet, Augustus Baldwin, Georgia Scenes, Harper & Brothers,
New York, 1840, pp. 22-33, 207-219, passim. Despite the title of his book, many of the
stories in Georgia Scenes are drawn from experiences in the Edgefield District where
Longstreet lived during his formative childhood years.
59.
See Edgefield County Archives, Deed Book 37, pp. 206-207 (1818 from John Swearingen
to John Cloud) “being well known by the name of the Pine Woods house”; Deed Book
42, pp. 95-96 (1825 from John Cloud to Benjamin F. Perry) “the Piney Woods house
tract”; Deed Book 42, p 131 (1825 from Benjamin F. Perry to H. W. Lowe) “known by
the name of the Piney Woods House tract”; Will Book C, p 442 (1831 Will of Henry W.
Lowe to Sarah Ann Lowe) “my Pine house tract of land”; Deed Book 48, p 245 (1837
56.
57.
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of 1816 and the Robert Mills map of 1825 show the house to be in the
location of the current house, rather than where the tavern was located.
All of this evidence is overwhelming that the Piney Woods House has
always been on the site of the current Pine House.

Other Antebellum Owners
When Van Swearingen died in 1808 the Piney Woods House “where I
now live” was left to his two sons, John and Eli.60 The property was then
divided and John received the house with 194 acres and Eli received the
182 acres across the road.61 In 1818 John Swearingen sold the “Piney
Woods house” property for $2,800 to John Cloud, who was married to his
sister, Margaret Ann.62 In comparison to other sale transactions at the time
as evidenced by other deeds, this price suggests that a substantial house
was on the property at that time. This may have been the original Piney
Woods House or perhaps Van Swearingen or John had torn down Pace’s
original structure and replaced it with a more substantial house.
After living in the house for seven years, Cloud sold the property in
1825 to Benjamin F. Perry (1805-1886), receiving $3,000 for it.63 At this
point, Perry was a young law student, reading law in Greenville. He went
on to become a prominent antebellum Unionist and Governor of South
Carolina at the end of the Civil War. In all likelihood, Perry was simply
acting as attorney in the matter.64 After holding the property for only
a month, he sold it to Edgefield merchant and planter, Henry W. Lowe
(17??-1831), for $3,250.65
Lowe was married to Nancy Simkins (1769-c.1843), daughter of
Edgefield founder Arthur Simkins (1742-1826). She had previously
been married to George Youngblood and had several children by him.
Henry and Nancy Simkins Lowe had two daughters themselves and
from Jacob B. Smith, Trustee to Robert D. Glover & Lewis Lovel) “known as the Piney
Woods House tract”; Deed Book DDD, pp. 4-5 (1844 from Robert D. Glover & Lewis
Lovel to William Eddins) “called and known by the name of Piney Woods House”; Deed
Book FFF, pp. 42-43 (1847 from William Eddins to John R. Wever) “known as the Pine
Woods House tract”; Deed Book JJJ, pp. 409 (1858 from John R. Wever to Benjamin
Bettis) “known as the pine house tract”.
60.
Edgefield County Archives, Will Book A, p. 258, Van Swearingen Will.
61.
Apparently no deeds between John and Eli Swearingen were written, executed or
recorded. They just agreed upon the division of the property from their father’s estate
and no one ever thought it necessary for each son to convey to his brother his interest
in the other’s property.
62.
Edgefield County Archives, Deed Book 37, pp. 206-207.
63.
Edgefield County Archives, Deed Book 42, pp. 95-96.
64.
South Carolina Encyclopedia, p. 713.
65.
Edgefield County Archives, Deed Book 42, pp. 131.
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lived in a house on Main Street in Edgefield Courthouse Village where
the Edgefield Fuel & Convenience Store now stands.66 In his will, Lowe
devised to his daughter, Sarah Ann Lowe, who would subsequently marry
John M. Prothro, “my Pine House tract of land.”67 After the marriage of
John M. Prothro and Sarah Ann, Prothro’s father William purchased the
lot in Edgefield Courthouse Village where he built the house known as
Holmewood.68 Tradition holds that the Prothro family lived at the Pine
House while waiting for the construction of Holmewood to be completed.69
Sadly, several years after they moved into Holmewood, Sarah Ann died,
and the grief-stricken Prothro moved west.
Following the 1831 death of Henry Lowe, the Trustee under his Last
Will and Testament, Jacob B. Smith, sold the Piney Woods House tract in
1837 to Robert Glover and Lewis Lovel for $3,500.70 In an Equity Court
case involving the estate of Henry Lowe, it was asserted that the value of
the property was much greater as “a publick Stand,” meaning, presumably
as a bar or tavern, rather than as agricultural property.71 While we have no
evidence that Glover and Lovel used the Pine House for this purpose, it is
likely that they did. Unfortunately for them, in the immediate aftermath
of their purchase of the Pine House, the Panic of 1837 gripped the nation,
causing a severe liquidity squeeze, a dramatic loss in the value of assets,
and an enormous economic disruption which was to plague the national
and local economy for some years.
The general growth of the regional economy in the first half of the
nineteenth century as result of the development of the cotton economy
had indeed created a need for accommodations for the traveling public and
commercial haulers. The construction of a bridge across the Savannah
River in 1814, the founding of the market town of Hamburg (present-day
North Augusta) in 1821 and the continued growth of cotton production all
increased the need for transportation infrastructure.72 That path that had
 ims, Florence Adams, Notes on Henry Lowe, copies are in the Holmewood file of
M
Bettis C. Rainsford, Sr.
67.
Edgefield County Archives, Will Book C, pp. 442-445.
68.
Edgefield County Archives, Deed Book 46, p. 34-35. This house, purchased by Thomas
H. Rainsford in 1903, was the home of the father, grandfather and great-grandfather of
Bettis Cantelou Rainsford, Jr.
69.
Clark, Owen, Our Buildings, Edgefield County and the Ridge, Edgefield Advertiser
Press, Edgefield, SC, 2009, p. 73.
70.
Edgefield County Archives, Deed Book 48, p. 245.
71.
Edgefield County Archives, Equity Roll 518.
72.
The bridge across the Savannah at Augusta was built by German immigrant Henry
Shultz. Cashin, Edward J., The Story of Augusta, Richmond County Board of Education,
Augusta, 1980, pp. 71-72. The extent of the Hamburg wagon trade is described in
Chapman’s History of Edgefield County, Newberry, 1897, p. 237, where the author
quoted William C. Sibley, President of the Sibley Mills in Augusta: “Hamburg grew to
66.
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been traveled by Richard Pace in 1755-1756 continued to be the preferred
route between Columbia and Augusta throughout the antebellum period.
Although the principal stage route from Augusta to the Village of Edgefield
and northward was the Old Stage Road,73 the heavy wagon traffic that came
down to Hamburg and Augusta from miles and miles northward preferred
the route by the Pine House. Though
several miles longer, this route
avoided the deep creek bottoms
and the muddy clay surfaces that
characterized the Old Stage Road.
During the antebellum period the
Pine House was also a shipping
destination for goods being sent
to Edgefield District residents.74
Thus, the road by the Pine House
became an increasingly important
transportation artery throughout the
antebellum period.

The Plank Road, completed in 1854,
stretched from Hamburg to Edgefield,
passing by the Pine House.

Indeed in the 1850’s, the merchants
of Hamburg, in an effort to counter
the negative impact that the Augusta
Canal was having on their city,
embraced the idea of building a Plank
Road which extended from Hamburg

be the most important trading town in the interior of South Carolina, and its business
continually increased till 1848. When I first went there, Hamburg received 70,000 bales
of cotton, the remarkable part of which was that 60,000 of them were in on wagons. . ..
On the outskirts of the city the wagoners would strike their tents, and frequently there
would be as many as five or six hundred of them in compact at a time. The road going
and coming for a distance of five or six miles would be literally jammed up with wagons,
rendering it almost impossible to make more than a mile an hour.” The “wagoners”
carrying these goods to Augusta and Hamburg had, of course, to camp along the way
during their journeys. The Edgefield Advertiser (August 7, 1851) described the wagon
trade as follows: “Well, many years ago when Augusta was the great mart, the amount
of wagoning done on this route was immense. This part of our village [Edgefield] was
then a forest; and here was a favorite camping ground for the Buncombe wagon gentry.
We have been told by an old inhabitant that there were sometimes as many as 50 wagons
camped here at a time, and the whole wood was illuminated by their fires. Hence, it was
called Buncombe.”
73.
The Diary of James Beale Rainsford, 1833, the original of which is in the possession of
Bettis C. Rainsford, Sr.
74.
One bit of evidence of this is that a large secretary or bookcase/desk purchased by James
Rainsford (1799-1867) in the 1840’s (and currently owned by Bettis C. Rainsford, Sr.) is
marked “Pine House” on the back, as it was shipped there to be picked up by Rainsford
who lived at Sweetbriar on Cedar Creek.
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to Edgefield and beyond. It was envisioned that a road built of pine planks
would provide a much-improved surface upon which to travel, resulting in
faster and more comfortable transportation for carriages and wagons. The
Plank Road was a toll road operated by the Edgefield and Hamburg Plank Road
Company. It came by way of the Pine House and, for a time, seemed destined
to make a major impact on the transportation infrastructure of the region.
However, despite the high hopes of its officers, directors and stockholders,
the Plank Road did not prove to be practically or economically successful.75

General John R. Wever
Some seven years after purchasing the Pine House property, Glover
and Lovel sold it to William Eddins for $1,000, realizing a huge loss on
their investment.76 Eddins bided his time and in 1847 sold the property to
General John R. Wever (1820-1874) for $2,000.77
General John R. Wever was the son of Captain Jonathan Wever, a wealthy
planter who lived a few miles north of Johnston. He was married to Sarah
E. Dunton in 1839 and had a number of children. Throughout the 1840’s
and 1850’s he was involved in a number of controversies, being indicted for
assault and battery, gaming and intent to kill.78 He also dueled with George
Tillman and received a dangerous wound in his side.79 He was elected as a
member of the South Carolina House of Representatives for 1850 and 1851
and obtained the rank of brigadier general in the state militia.80
Wever earned the reputation of being a man of “free and easy manners
and lavish in the use of his money.” Although he was born reasonably
wealthy, he lived “as though he was seized, and possessed of the River
Pactolus, the waters of which flowed full of gold, and the sands at the
bottom were not common sands but diamonds and gold dust and silver.”81
While a member of the legislature, he gave a dinner for all the members
of the legislature, sending to New York for the turkeys and oysters. It is
said that his General’s uniform was “a gorgeous affair, magnificent in its
profusion of gold lace and trappings.” According to one account, he was a
friend of the celebrated sportsman Colonel Thomas G. Bacon and the two
of them often engaged in high stakes gambling.82
75.
76.
77.
78.

79.
80.
81.
82.

The Edgefield Advertiser, November 30, 1853; September 10, 1862.
Edgefield County Archives, Deed Book DDD, p. 4-5.
Edgefield County Archives, Deed Book FFF, pp. 42-43.
Edgefield County Archives, Records of the Court of General Sessions, Fall Term 1841,
Fall Term 1854.
Chapman, p. 203.
Chapman, p. 75.
Ibid.
The Edgefield Chronicle, April 24, 1919.
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After buying the Pine House in 1847, Wever must have either dismantled
the original house and built a new structure or made a substantial addition
to the old house. In any event, this house was known thereafter as the
“Wever Mansion.” When he sold it in 1858 he received $5,000 for it,
suggesting that he had spent a lot of money on the house.83 The house was
described as having eight columns supporting the front veranda, identical
columns in the rear, and 16 rooms. He also built two smaller buildings on
either side of the main house. These buildings were called “garconnieres”
meaning homes for the “garcons” – boys in French.84 They were also used
as guest houses and the plantation office.
In line with Wever’s reputation for lavishness, the Wever Mansion
became known for its extravagant hospitality. Gaiety, gaming, and
lavishness prevailed in opulence hitherto unseen. As evidence of the
social life of this era there is an
invitation dated January 1, 1851
notifying a young lady that she
is “respectfully invited to attend
a ball, to be given at Gen. J. R.
Wever’s on Wednesday, 15th
instant, at 6 o’clock P.M.” It
is said that when Wever hosted
such a ball, slaves rolled a red
carpet along the walkway on
which guests were received.
By the mid-1850’s, Wever
was apparently running out of
money, for he offered the Pine
House for sale and was being
pressed by creditors.85
In
John R. Wever advertised his house for
1858 he sold the property to
sale in 1855.
Benjamin Bettis and moved to
Aiken.86 His remaining assets
were lost as a result of the war, and he died in abject poverty in Aiken in
1874. He was buried in the churchyard at St. Thaddeus Episcopal Church.

Edgefield County Archives, Deed Book JJJ, pp. 409.
Kerrigan, p. 92.
85.
The Edgefield Advertiser, January 31, 1855; The Edgefield Advertiser, September 15, 1858.
86.
Edgefield County Archives, Deed Book JJJ, p. 409, deed of J. R. Wever to Benjamin
Bettis, dated November 27, 1858.
83.
84.
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The Bettis Era
The purchaser of the Pine
House, Benjamin Warren Bettis
(1812-1893), was the son of
Francis Bettis who had purchased
the land across the road from
the Pine House in 1820. He was
married to Elizabeth Jane Miller
(1828-1910), daughter of Captain
James Miller (17??-1847), whose
home, “Magnolia Grove,” was
some three and a half miles south
of the Pine House.87 After their
marriage in 1847, the Bettis family
lived in the tavern across the road
from the Pine House. They had
four children, John Miller Bettis
(1848-1910), James Francis Bettis
(1850-1929), Emma Bettis (18521896) and Benjamin Warren
Bettis, Jr. (1853-1885) who were
all born in that tavern house.88

Benjamin Warren Bettis (1812-1893)

With his father’s death in 1846,
Benjamin Bettis had inherited
a large estate, including his
Pine House and Horn’s Creek
plantations. In the 1850 census he
owned real estate valued at $15,000
and had 56 slaves. By the 1860
census his real estate holdings had
increased to $23,000 and he owned Elizabeth Miller Bettis (1828-1910)
74 slaves. He also had $75,000 in
personal property. He owned a large mill on Horn’s Creek which served
the needs of the then heavily-populated region. His property made him
one of the wealthiest planters in Edgefield County.
During the Civil War, Benjamin Bettis, who was nearly fifty years old at
the time, served as a recruiting officer and in the Home Guard.89 He was
87.

88.
89.

 his is the house that was moved in the 1990’s to Edgefield and now houses the
T
Edgefield County Historical Society’s Discovery Center Museum and The William
Miller Bouknight Theatre.
Kerrigan, p. 94.
The Edgefield Advertiser, January 22, 1862: “Our friend Bettis, of the Pine House,
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also involved in the recruiting of slaves to work on the coastal defenses.90
At the end of the War, conditions at Pine House Plantation, as throughout
the South, changed radically with the freeing of the slaves and the imposition
of federal authority. In accordance with the newly-imposed regulations of
the Freedmen’s Bureau, on June 1, 1865, Bettis drew up a contract obligating
himself to furnish food, medical attention, and quarters to the servants and
laborers on his Pine House and Horn’s Creek tracts. In return, the former
slaves, now known as “Freedmen,” agreed to “labor honestly, faithfully to
obey all reasonable wishes and commands of the said Bettis, his agent or
overseer.” Fixed below the signature of this former master are the names,
followed by the mark, of 46 adults with 31 children indicated.91
The other event which was to have a major impact on life at the Pine
House was the coming of the railroad. For a number of years, even before
the War, there had been a plan to construct a railroad from Columbia to
Augusta. The Charlotte, Columbia and Augusta Railroad (“the CC&A”)
finally began this effort almost as soon as the War was over. The route
had been identified for some years, coming by way of the Ridge, skirting
the creek bottoms of the headwaters of the Edisto River and thus coming
through what became the Town of Johnston. The route then passed just east
of the Pine House and down Horse Creek to Hamburg and Augusta.92 In
1866 Bettis was drawn into the effort to build the railroad when he executed
a contract with the railroad company, to clear, grub, grade and ditch a section
of the railroad near the Pine House.93 During this period the Bettis family
apparently developed a friendship with William Johnston, president of the
railroad, and his family which endured for a number of years.94
has been promoted to the Captaincy of [the Pine House] Beat. His men outnumber
ours, but the battle is not to the strong alone, and we have no jealousy of his superior
numbers, seeing that our troops are Zouaves as it were, while his are very heavy infantry.
However, we shall see what we shall see.”
90.
The Edgefield Advertiser, March 25, 1863: “Notice: All Slaveholders, or their Agents,
in the Upper Battalion, 7th Regiment, are hereby requested to meet at the Pine House,
on Saturday, the 28th day of March instant, to elect an Overseer to take charge of, and
go with their Slaves to work on the Coast. Also to elect an Assessor to value their
slaves. The Commissioners will also meet at the time and place as aforesaid, with a
full report of the names of the Slaveholders and the names of the Negroes to be sent to
the Coast.”
91.
Original contract in the possession of Frances Payne “Paynie” Bouknight Tyler at
Sherwood Forest in Charles City County, Virginia.
92.
Charleston Daily Courier, September 28, 1864, cited in Rainsford, Bettis C., The Story
of Darby, Edgefield County Historical Society, November 4, 2012, p. 21, “[Darby is]
about two miles from the nearest point to which the railroad from Columbia to Hamburg
will approach the former place.”
93.
Original contract in the possession of Bettis C. Rainsford, Sr.
94.
See original letters in the possession of Frances Payne Bouknight Tyler of Virginia.
Local historians have suggested that William Johnston had never been to the Town
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A depot for the railroad was built
about a mile northeast of the Pine
House and was called “Pine House
Depot.” In the ensuing years the
village that grew up around this depot
was also known as Pine House Depot
or, simply, “Pine House.” However,
in 1872, when the Charlotte,
Columbia and Augusta Railroad was
acquired by Pennsylvania Railroad,
some official of the railroad objected
to the name of the depot and the
name was changed to “Trenton,”
presumably named for Trenton, New
Jersey, perhaps the hometown of one
of the new railroad officials.95
The Pine House caught fire on New
Year’s Eve in 1867 as Mrs. Bettis was The news article from the Edgefield
burning Christmas wrappings. There
Advertiser, January 8, 1868
was snow on the roof, but the roof
announcing the burning of the
ignited and much of the house burned.
Pine House
The garconnieres on each side did not
burn. The Bettis family lived in these houses for two years while the house
was rebuilt. The new house was said to be a model of the original, but smaller,
and was made entirely from heart pine taken from the Plantation. The six
columns across the front were hand-hewn by the former slaves; and the ruby
glass panes, ordered in 1868, were etched in Venice and were put up around
the front and back doors.
One story which has survived about the rebuilding of the Pine House
is that one of the carpenters on the house was a former slave from the
Wanderer, the slave ship which entered the United States illegally in 1858.
According to the story, Sarah Bull Barnwell, widow of John Gibbs Barnwell
of Beaufort, purchased two of the slaves – a man and a woman – from the
Wanderer, paying for them in gold. The woman had been a princess in
Africa and the man subsequently became her husband. Mrs. Barnwell gave
these two slaves to her daughter and son-in-law, the Episcopal Reverend
Edward Tabb Walker (1818-1896).
When the War broke out and the Federal troops invaded the Beaufort
area, Walker and his wife refugeed to Edgefield, bringing the two slaves

95.

which bears his name. These letters clearly prove that he was in Edgefield County
repeatedly during the late 1860’s.
There has never been any documentation of this, but this is the likely origin of the name.
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with them. At that time, Trinity Episcopal Church in Edgefield was
without a rector and its Rectory was vacant. Rev. and Mrs. Walker moved
into the house and he began a long tenure as the rector of Trinity Church.
When the family arrived in Edgefield they had no supplies and no food.
Mrs. Mary Parsons Carroll Brooks, widow of Whitfield Brooks, heard of
their plight and sent them a large wagon of provisions.
After the War, the two former slaves, with whom the Walkers had developed
a close relationship, remained devoted to them and continued to live with them.
The Reverend Mr. Walker, though apparently a beloved man, was not a good
provider. By early 1868, his family was destitute and without provisions. They
wondered how they would survive. Finally, the princess came to Reverend
Walker, saying that her husband was a good carpenter, that he could help Mr.
Bettis rebuild the Pine House, and that he could thereby earn enough money
to support themselves and the Walker family. And so he did, thus allowing
the Walker family to get through another year. This former slave couple – the
princess and her husband – had children. The grandchild of their union was the
late Jesse Wallace (1917-1999) of Edgefield.96
In the 1870’s and 1880’s, the productivity of Bettis’s Horn’s Creek
plantation, as was the case of all plantations in that area, began to decline.
Years of intense cultivation on the dramatically hilly terrain which
characterized that portion of the County had caused yields to drop. The
land, whose rich clay had been extremely productive fifty years earlier
as compared to the flatter and less fertile lands of the Ridge where the
Pine House was located, was increasingly difficult to farm. Erosion and
the wearing out of the soils had made cultivation difficult and yields less.
By contrast, the productivity of the Pine House plantation became much
greater after the introduction of commercial fertilizer in the last half of the
19th century. The flat lands of the Ridge were also much more suitable for
farming as mechanization began to become more widespread. Thus, the
prosperous part of Edgefield County began to shift from the rich clay lands
of the southern, western and northern sides to the eastern side, with the
lands around the Pine House becoming a principal beneficiary.
Elizabeth Miller Bettis’s sister, Emily Miller (1822-1844), had been
married to Horn’s Creek planter John Rainsford (1819-1886) in 1843,
but had died after less than one year of marriage.97 John Rainsford
remained very close to the Miller family, however, serving as a guardian
to one of the Miller children. After the marriage of Benjamin Bettis and
Elizabeth Miller, and the marriage of John Rainsford to his second wife
Sarah Elizabeth Hobbs, the Bettis and Rainsford families continued to be
96 .

97.

 his story was told to the author, circa 1970, by Mrs. W. L. (Emily Strother) Dunovant,
T
Jr. (1892-1972) of Edgefield, granddaughter of Rev. & Mrs. Walker.
John Rainsford Bible, original in the possession of Grace Norris Litzenberg, Danville, Va.
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This Mill, belonging to Benjamin Bettis was located on his
Horn’s Creek Plantation, just east of Horn’s Creek Church.

close. John Rainsford’s daughter, Mary Esther “Etta” Rainsford, was born
the same year (1852) as the
Bettis’s daughter Emma, and
they remained close friends
throughout their lives. The
children of John Rainsford
always called Elizabeth Miller
Bettis “Aunt Lizzie.”98
When Etta Rainsford was to
be married in December, 1877,
she decided to ask Aunt Lizzie
to allow her to be married
at the Pine House. She had
many friends from Augusta
who were to be invited, and it
would have very difficult in
the winter weather for them to
come to the Rainsford home on
the Sweetwater Road over the Etta Rainsford (1852-1928) was married at
long muddy roads. However,
the Pine House in 1877 to J. B. Norris.
98.

 s told to the author by June Rainsford Henderson (1895-1993), daughter of Thomas H.
A
Rainsford, during the 1980’s.
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the railroad had been completed and the bride’s father arranged for a special
train to bring all the Augusta guests to the Pine House. The train stopped
back of the house and the guests were brought the remaining distance by
carriages.99
As the Village of Trenton continued to grow, Baptist residents of the
area began to think of building a church. By September of 1872, it was
well on its way. The Bettis family, which had been devoted members of
Horn’s Creek Baptist Church for several generations and nearly a century,
joined in the effort to build the new church. Some years later, in the early
1880’s, Elizabeth Miller Bettis decided that the church needed to have a
cemetery. Assisted by her daughter, Emma, who was still unmarried and
living at the Pine House, they secured the aid of a young engineer who had
just returned to Edgefield after graduating from Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute in Albany, New York. Thomas H. Rainsford (1861-1932), arrived
with his transit and set about surveying the road
and cemetery plots. Mother and daughter had
procured the magnolia and conifer trees which
they all joined in planting. For refreshments,
Emma brought a jug of wine. Thus, Cemetery
at Ebenezer was created.100

Emma Bettis Bouknight
(1852-1896)

This period was a happy one at the Pine
House. The Edgefield Advertiser reported on
a Sunday School Picnic which was held at the
Pine House Pond in 1873:

The Sunday School Festival, or Picnic rather,
on Friday last, was, in our opinion, the prettiest and
pleasantest affair of the kind which has happened among
us for a long time. The spot selected is classic ground –
the margin of the old Pine House Pond, where thirty, forty,
fifty years ago our fathers and mothers, grandfathers and
grandmothers, went every spring and held their famous
“huckleberry parties,” and when the “stage’ traveled
from Augusta to Washington, always stopping at the Pine
House. At the picnic the other day, Capt. Ben Bettis, who
inherits the Pine House and its beautiful pond from his
fathers, told us some curious and interesting tales of these
good old days.101
Augusta Evening News, December 12, 1877. Augusta Chronicle, December 13 & 14,
1877.
100.
As told to the author by June Rainsford Henderson (1895-1993), daughter of Thomas
H. Rainsford, during the 1980’s.
101.
The Edgefield Advertiser, May 22, 1873.
99.
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A few years later, The Advertiser
again commented on the Pine House:
“We have spent a couple of days at
Pine House lately and we think it
decidedly the most delightful place in
the world – far preferable to the White
Sulphur Springs. And of course it
is the people that make the place.
What would even Paris be without
its people? Please won’t somebody
give us some sort of position at Pine
House? No matter how humble,
so it enables us to live there. . . We
even love the dogs at Pine House!
Yes, even the dogs are amiable and
accomplished. And let us tell you a
tale of one.”102

B. W. Bettis, Jr. (1853-1885)

The youngest child of Benjamin and Elizabeth Bettis, Benjamin Warren
Bettis, Jr. (1853-1885) was, in many ways, the star of the family. An 1874
graduate of Washington and Lee University, he returned to Edgefield to
study law with John C. Sheppard. However, after a short time he entered
the law department of Washington and Lee University where he earned
a law degree. He then returned to Edgefield County where he began the
practice of law. Due to his “uniform courtesy and integrity and close
application to business,” he very quickly built up a large and lucrative
practice. In 1882 he was elected County Chairman of the Democratic Party
of Edgefield County. Though very social with a large number of female
companions, he was still unmarried and lived alone at “Heidelberg,” the
old house one mile west of Edgefield which was originally built by James
Terry, later owned by Phillip Eichelberger, and, after the death of Bettis,
owned by Dr. Harrison Strom and then the Reel family who retain it today.
Sadly, this bright and able young man developed a fever and after several
months, died at the Pine House on July 29, 1885. He was buried in the
family cemetery plot at Ebenezer.
There was universal sorrow in the County over his passing. The
Edgefield Chronicle, on August 5, 1885, editorialized as follows:
No man stood higher than he at the Edgefield Bar, and he
was fast becoming known throughout the State as a lawyer
of uncommon parts. His character was above reproach, and
he possessed all the essentials of a true, noble manhood. Had
he lived till the full maturity of his powers, his influence for
102.

Ibid., August 2, 1877.
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good would have been felt in other and broader fields of
usefulness. Already had the people of Edgefield marked him
as their coming man, and he might have had any position
within their gift. No man had more of their confidence than
he, because no man deserved it more.
Following his death a little book containing many tributes which had been
made about him was published as a reminder of his stellar life. The death of
this bright and promising son was a severe blow to his father and mother.
The other Bettis children went on with their lives. The eldest son, John
(1848-1910), was married to Natalie Johnson (1852-1893) and had three
children: Emma Bettis Mood (1886-1911), B. W. “Bub” Bettis (18881911) and Anna Natalie “Pickie” Bettis (1892-1980). This family lived in
Trenton south of the street leading to Ebenezer Church. The second son,
James Francis “Frank” (1850-1929), was married to Leila Norris (18571923) and had seven children: Elizabeth Miller Bettis (1881-1895), Alfred
Norris Bettis (1883-1885), Frances Mary Bettis (1885-19??) who married
L. S. Wolfe, Maud Alma Bettis (1889-1972) who married Ralph Shear,
Dorothy “Dolly” Bettis (1893-1970) who married James Walter Flythe,
John William Bettis (1896-1897) and William Norris Bettis (1899-1977).
The Frank Bettis home, “Hedgewood,” was in Trenton at the very end
of Church Street on the west side of Highway 121. The only daughter
of B.W. and Elizabeth Miller Bettis, Emma (1852-1896), was married
to Joseph H. Bouknight (1841-1911) and had four children: Benjamin
Bettis Bouknight (1890-1932), Joseph Huiet Bouknight, Jr. (1893-1937),
Emma Bettis (1894-1971) who married Leland Miller, and William Miller
Bouknight (1896-1945). The Bouknight family lived at Mulberry Hill
Plantation on Highway 121 between Trenton and Johnston.103
In March of 1893, the patriarch of the Bettis family, Benjamin Warren
Bettis, died at the Pine House. He had lived a long and productive life,
was deeply devoted to his family and had given much to his community.
He was thoroughly identified with the Pine House as he had lived there so
long and played such a large part in the events in that section of the county.
John Chapman, writing in his History of Edgefield County, was apparently
convinced that Benjamin Bettis had lived at the Pine House for his entire
life. Said Chapman:
If I am not mistaken [the Pine House] has been in the
ownership of the Bettis family ever since a period anterior
to the Revolutionary War. They were probably the first
settlers and owners. On the 17th of March, 1893, Benjamin
103.

 errigan, p. 96. Edgefield County Cemeteries, Vol. III, compiled by the Old Edgefield
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W. Bettis, the patriarch of the Pine House passed away
at the advanced age of eighty-two years. Surely it must
have been a happy home with pleasant surroundings to
hold one through a long life of upwards of eighty years.
There are very few who pass through so many years and
die at the place on which they were born. Life to such
fortunate persons must learn at last to glide on like a calm
and placid dream and death at the end is a waking up
rather than a dropping to sleep.104
Although Chapman was somewhat mistaken about the details of the
history of the Bettis family and the Pine House, the general tenor of his
comments are valid. Benjamin Bettis had indeed been associated with
the immediate vicinity of the Pine House for his entire life and clearly he
had given the Pine House its reputation as a happy home with pleasant
surroundings.
After the death of her husband, Elizabeth Miller Bettis did not have
long to mourn his passing. Only several months later, John Bettis’s wife,
Natalie, died, leaving their three small children, Bub, Emma and Pickie,
all under the age of five, to be cared for. Since John was unprepared to
take care of these small children, Elizabeth, their grandmother, offered
to take them to the Pine House and
raise them there. Several years
later, Elizabeth’s daughter, Emma
Bettis Bouknight, died, leaving her
four children, Bettis, Joe, Emma and
William, all under the age of six, to
be cared for. Again, the grandmother
came to the rescue, inviting them to
live at the Pine House. Thus, the
Pine House was now overflowing
with seven small children who grew
up in their grandmother’s loving
care. It was a happy time for all of
the children who became devoted to
their saintly grandmother.
The years 1910 and 1911 were
Benjamin Warren (1812-1893)
tragic ones for the Bettis family, with
in his latter years.
a series of six unexpected and heartrending deaths. The matriarch of the family, Elizabeth, had entered her
eighties, but was in generally good health. She had been the Rock of
Gibraltar for her family and no one expected that she had any major health
104.

Chapman, p. 415.
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issue. However on May 5, 1910, the Edgefield Chronicle noted, “It gives
us infinite sorrow to announce that Mrs. Elizabeth Bettis, the queenly
mistress of Pine House is sick, the effects of a very deep and very severe
cold.”105 The next week the newspaper reported the very worst:

Trenton Under a Deep Cloud
Trenton, May 9. On Friday morning last, at beautiful
and historic old Pine House, a home where true Southern
hospitality has always been lavishly dispensed, the spirit
of one of the noblest, most unselfish, most generous, most
hospitable, most self-sacrificing women the world has
ever known, passed away from earth and went “across the
river to rest ‘neath the shade of the trees”, to be forever
with her Savior, whom she so loved and on whom she
leaned so confidently.
We allude to our honored and beloved friend, Mrs.
Elizabeth Miller Bettis. No pen can picture the genuine
sorrow which has enshrouded not only her home, but the
entire community since Friday morning, and words are
too feeble to give expression to the wealth of sympathy
which follows this touch of the death angel. Heaven itself
wept and mingled her gentle raindrops with the tears of
those who mourn for her and sorrow because she is no
more. Mrs. Bettis spent her four score years right here in
the community in which she died, and these years have
been filled with such ennobling deeds for charity and
good works that she became a tower of strength, and her
life was full of moral beauty. She took up the duties of
life as they came to her, and discharged them with that
womanly dignity, courage and refinement peculiarly her
own, but her record as “Grandma” was of the highest,
tenderest, sweetest, and noblest.
To the sorely distressed grandchildren who have known
her love as that of a mother’s, and who will be so lonely
without her gentle presence and influence. Trenton’s love
will now doubly cluster and more closely cling.106
Fortunately, by the time of her death, most of the grandchildren were
grown. The oldest, Emma Bettis was twenty-four; the youngest, William
Miller Bouknight, was not quite fourteen, but all were approaching
105.
106.

The Edgefield Chronicle, May 5, 1910.
The Edgefield Chronicle, May 12, 1910.
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adulthood, and, with the help of their
siblings and other family members, they
were able to get along.
Under her Last Will and Testament,
dated February 14, 1910, Elizabeth
Miller Bettis left the Pine House Place
to her son John Miller Bettis (18481910).107 Only six months following
her death in May of 1910, John died in
November, leaving as his heirs-at-law his
three children, Bub, Emma and Pickie.108
A deed was executed conveying the Pine
House property to these three children.109
A suit for partition was brought in April
of 1911 to divide all the properties of the
Estate, with a decree being handed down
in June of 1911.110

Elizabeth Miller Bettis
(1828-1910) in her latter years.

On July 3, 1911, J. H. Bouknight, who had
been in declining health, died, leaving his four
children orphans. Ten days later, on July 13,
1911, another tragedy struck: Bub Bettis, at the
age of nearly 23, was killed in a wreck while
traveling in the North Carolina mountains,
leaving as his heirs-at-law his two sisters,
Emma, who was now married to Dr. George
McFarlane Mood, and
John Miller Bettis
Pickie.111
The
(1848-1910)
following November
(1911), Emma, at the age of 25, and her unborn
son died, leaving, as her only heir-at-law, her
husband, Dr. Mood.112 Thus, in a span of only
eighteen months, six members of the Bettis
family had died, radically changing the lives of
those who survived.
Dr. Mood sold his interest in the Pine House
to Pickie, who, by this time, had married Dr.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112.

Anna Natalie “Pickie”
Bettis Lucas
(1892-1980)

Edgefield County Archives, package 135/5586, Estate File of Elizabeth J. Miller Bettis.
Edgefield County Archives, package 135/5622, Estate File of John Miller Bettis.
Edgefield County Archives, Deed Book 21, p. 626.
Edgefield County Archives, Equity File No. 12511.
Edgefield County Archives, Estate File of Benjamin W. Bettis, package 137/5641.
Edgefield County Archives, Estate File of Emma Bettis Mood, package 137/5663.
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Simons R. Lucas of Florence, S.C.113 Finally, pursuant to the suit for
partition which had been brought in 1911, a Master’s Deed was executed
and recorded conveying the Pine House and other properties to Pickie..114
The wedding of Pickie and Dr. Lucas, held in the hall of the Pine House,
was reported in The Edgefield Advertiser as follows:
At “The Pine House,” the ancestral home of the
Bettis family, the marriage of Miss Anna Natalie Bettis
to Dr. Simons Ravenel Lucas of Florence took place on
last Thursday evening at six o’clock. . . . Salads, ices and
cake were served to the half hundred guests and were
suggestive in abundance and quality of ante-bellum days
when hospitality was so freely dispensed at the historic
“Pine House,” always noted for its good cheer and warm
welcome to friends and neighbors.115
As reported in the newspaper, among the guests from Edgefield who
attended the wedding were four of the great-grandparents of Bettis
Cantelou Rainsford, Jr.: Mr. & Mrs. T. H. Rainsford and Mr. & Mrs.
Bettis Cantelou.116 Following the wedding, Pickie and Dr. Lucas moved to
Florence where they built a new house in 1914. That house is still there
and is undergoing a complete restoration.117

Bettis Bouknight
The eldest of the four children of Emma Bettis Bouknight and Joseph
Huiet Bouknight was Benjamin Bettis Bouknight (1890-1932). At the
time of the death of his mother in 1896, when he and his siblings went to
live with their grandmother at the Pine House, he was just six years old.
The children received their early education at home from a tutor, Mr. Long.
Later the boys went to Porter Military Academy in Charleston. Bettis then
went to the Citadel, graduating in the class of 1912 before going on to
Cornell University where he graduated with a degree in agriculture.
At 6 feet, 6 inches, Bettis was a tall man and very handsome. In his 1912
Citadel Yearbook, we learn that he was voted the most accommodating as
113.

Edgefield County Archives, Deed Book 25, pp. 92-94. Deed dated January 8, 1914.

 dgefield County Clerk of Court, Master’s Deed Book 3, p. 45. Strangely the recorded
E
copy has a grievous error in that it names the grantee as “Natalie Bettis Mood,” rather
than “Natalie Bettis Lucas.” Presumably the original deed from which this recorded
copy was made had the name correct.
115.
The Edgefield Advertiser, October 30, 1912.
116.
Ibid.
117.
The author and his son toured the house in Florence on May 8, 2013.
114.
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well as the most polite man in the school. These characteristics were to
remain with him throughout his life.
After completing his studies there, he returned to Edgefield County.
Since his cousin Pickie had moved to Florence, the Pine House was
vacant. Bettis, being close to his cousin, moved into the Pine House
and lived there for nearly twenty years until his death. He also managed
Pickie’s plantations along with his own. It was at this time that he made
one of the wonderful improvements to the Pine House: the planting of
the avenues of pecan trees along the roads leading to the house. Those
trees, now nearly 100 years old, are one of the most revered sights in
Edgefield County.
Bettis Bouknight was a very progressive farmer. He was engaged in
experimental work with Clemson College, developing new types of cotton
through seed selection. His business card noted that he specialized in
pedigreed cotton seed. Being a student of agriculture and agricultural
conditions, large New York cotton brokers engaged him every summer to
make a tour of the cotton producing states and report to them concerning
crop conditions. He was one of the organizers of the Trenton Fertilizer
Company and served as its president. He was also a member of the board
of directors of the Bank of Trenton.118
In 1922, Bettis was married to Mary
Swaney (1895-1960) of Chattanooga,
Tennessee. They had three children, Benjamin
Bettis “Benjy” Bouknight, Jr. (1923-1927),
Penelope Bouknight (1925-2013) and Mary
Bettis Bouknight (1931-). In 1927 a tragic
automobile accident occurred when Bettis
and his young son left the Pine House for
Aiken. Near the railroad behind the house a
mechanical failure caused the car to overturn.
Bettis was not badly injured but his four year
old son, “Benjy,” was killed.119 This was an
unspeakable sorrow for the father. Also during
this period, the declining agricultural economy
brought on by the boll weevil and the stock
market crash of 1929 created major financial
problems for Bettis. In the midst of these tragic
problems, he developed a case of appendicitis
from which he died at the age of only forty one
118.
119.

The Edgefield Advertiser, January 13, 1932.
Ibid., November 23, 1927.
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Benjamin Bettis
Bouknight (1890-1932)

on January 7, 1932. The Edgefield Advertiser noted in its obituary:
[Bettis Bouknight was] descended from two honored
pioneer families of Edgefield County. He bore the name
of both, and proved to be a worthy scion. Being upright,
honorable, high minded, uncompromising, and having a
sort of contempt for shams and pretenses, Mr. Bouknight’s
life was a decided moral force, the impact and influence
of which will live throughout many generations. Mr.
Bouknight was generous and public spirited, giving largely
of his time and means in promoting every worthy enterprise
or undertaking that contributed to his community’s or
county’s good. Being a kindly and thoughtful neighbor,
always sympathetic and easy of approach, his advice
and counsel were frequently sought. His death creates a
vacancy that will long remain unfilled.120
Perhaps the most revealing commentary on Bettis Bouknight is that
Edgefield County’s African American poet of that era, Braidy Holmes,
wrote a poem titled “Bouknight (In Respectful Memory of Mr. B. B.
Bouknight, ‘a very good man.’)”121

The Vann Era
After the death of Bettis Bouknight, Pickie Bettis Lucas decided to sell
the Pine House. Living so far away, she seldom got back to Edgefield
County and, without Bettis to manage her property there, it just seemed
best to sell it. Thus, in 1934 she sold the Pine House to a relative through
the Hatcher family, Mr. Julius Marshall Vann, Sr. (1892-1950) and his
wife, Beatrice Stephens Vann (1893-1957).122
Julius Vann was the son of William M. Vann (1854-1911) and Ida Day
Vann (1858-1895). William Vann had been born in Alabama where his
father, Henry Marshall Vann (1818-1875) had moved from the Edgefield
District with his parents, James “Jim” Vann, Jr. (1780-1865)123 and Mary
120.
121.

122.

123.

The Edgefield Advertiser, January 13, 1932.
Holmes, B. L., Twilight Reflections, Privately Printed, 1942, p. 7. For more background
and detail on this, see Rainsford, Bettis C., Braidwood “Braidy” Lester Holmes (18901966) “The Edgefield Bard”, published in the program of the 2010 Fall Meeting of the
Edgefield County Historical Society, September 25, 2010, pp. 10-11.
Edgefield County Archives, Deed Book 33, p. 237, Deed of Anna Natalie Bettis Lucas
to Mrs. J. M. Vann, dated November 7, 1934 “with possession on January 1, 1935.”
Jim Vann was the son of James Vann, Sr. (1742-1800), who was the son of Edward
Vann (1720-1773), who was the son of John Vann (1690-17??). Jim Vann was the one
half first cousin of the famous and notorious Chief James Vann of the Cherokee.
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Mourning Robertson Vann (1784-1864).124 Upon reaching maturity
William Vann returned to visit cousins in Edgefield County where he
met Ida Day, daughter of Julius and Elizabeth Hatcher Day. They were
married and remained in the county near the Day family. Their son, Julius
Marshall Vann, named for his two grandfathers, was born in 1892. Sadly,
Ida Day Vann died in 1895. Her husband thereafter married Ida’s sister,
Clara Day (1859-1913).
Beatrice Stephens Vann was the daughter of Lawrence Stephens (18541928) and Laura Stephens (1854-1938) of the Sweetwater Community.
She and Julius Vann had been married on May 16, 1917.

Julius Marshall Vann (1892-1950)

Beatrice Stephens Vann (1894-1957)

Julius Vann was a prominent farmer of the region who gradually expanded
his holdings by acquiring additional lands over the years, including the Burt
place, purchased in 1945.125 He specialized in the growing of seed from
pedigreed stock that was widely distributed in this and other states. He
served as president and treasurer of the County Farm Bureau, was a member
of the Edgefield County Cotton Committee during the early days of the
Bankhead Control program, and played an important part in the program’s
local effectiveness. He was vice president and a director of the Bank of
124.

125.

 orning Robertson Vann was the daughter of Mary Wilson Bettis Robertson Vann,
M
the sixth great grandmother of Bettis Cantelou Rainsford, Jr., and her second husband,
Russell Robertson. This means that Bettis Cantelou Rainsford, Jr. and Melissa Logan
Vann are one half sixth cousins.
Edgefield County Clerk of Court, Deed Book 36, pp. 676-679, deed of Metropolitan
Life Insurance Company to J. M. Vann.
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Trenton. He was also deeply involved in community affairs, being for thirtyfive years the superintendent of the Sunday School at Our Saviour Episcopal
Church and, at the time of his death, Senior Warden of the Church.126
Julius and Bea Vann had four children: Cathryn Vann, who married
Marion Bates Holman of Batesburg, South Carolina, Lawrence William
“Bill” Vann who married Margaret Ann “Peggy” Smith of Concord,
Georgia, Julius Marshall “Mot” Vann, Jr. who married Mary Porter
Phinizy of Augusta, and Carolyn Vann who married Jesse Turner “Jay”
Crawford, Jr. of Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina. Julius and Bea did a
major restoration of the Pine House in 1945, adding bathrooms, wallpaper
and other improvements.
In 1948, just after giving a speech at Clemson College during Farmers’
Week on agricultural practices, Mr. Vann was stricken with a heart attack and
was thereafter very limited in what he could do. He died in May of 1950.127
Mrs. Vann continued to live at the Pine House after her husband’s
death and enjoyed maintaining the tradition of hospitality there. In July
of 1957, she was the hostess at the Pine House for the rehearsal dinner for
the wedding of Frances Payne “Paynie” Bouknight and Harrison Ruffin
Tyler. The next evening, as she was dressed to the nines and headed to the
wedding at Our Savior Episcopal Church in Trenton, she died of a heart
attack in the car at the church.128
Mot and Bill Vann had worked with their father on the plantation. After
his death they continued to operate the farm under the name of “Vann
Brothers.” While their father had grown primarily cotton, Mot and Bill
began to grow peaches. During the period after 1950, peaches became
the most profitable crop on the Ridge. For the next thirty years, Vann
Brothers was widely known as one of the most successful peach producing
operations in Edgefield County.
After Mot and Mary Porter were married in 1951, they moved into
the garconniere on the north side of the Pine House, made a substantial
addition to it and named it “the little Pine House.” They lived there until
after the death of Mrs. Vann, Sr., when they bought the entire Pine House
property from the Estate and moved into the main house.129 Although
The Edgefield Advertiser, May 3, 1950.
. Ibid.
128.
The Edgefield Advertiser, July 24, 1957.
129.
Edgefield County Clerk of Court, Deed Book 46, p. 225, deed of Catherine V. Holman,
Lawrence William Vann and Carolyn V. Crawford to J. M. Vann, Jr., dated September
30, 1957. Mot Vann subsequently transferred the property to Mary Porter, see Edgefield
County Clerk of Court, Deed Book 46, p. 559, Deed of J. M. Vann, Jr. to Mary Porter
Phinizy Vann, deed dated February 26, 1959.
126.
127
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Mot, Mary Porter, Cathryn, Bill and Carolyn

Mary Porter was from one of the most prominent families in Augusta,
she had, through her father’s father, deep roots in Edgefield and South
Carolina, being descended from Arthur Simkins, founder of Edgefield, his
son Eldred Simkins, General Andrew Pickens, Governor Andrew Pickens,
Governor Francis Pickens, and Georgia Revolutionary hero, Elisha Clarke.
Under Mot and Mary
Porter’s ownership, the
Pine House saw a number
of improvements: brick
porches and walks, with
bricks from the old Georgia
Power Company building
in Augusta, were added in
1964. Carriage lights on
either side of the front door
came from an old hearse in
Edgefield. The chandelier
in the hall was from the
Mot and Mary Porter
remodeled State House in
Atlanta. The kerosene light
in the library was from an old railroad car. A marble mantelpiece, from
the old Walker home in Augusta where the Richmond County Court House
now stands, was installed in the dining room. The cornices from an old
theatre in Baltimore were remade, gilded, and restored. The cabinets in the
kitchen are made from the ceiling boards of the garconniere on the south
side of the house. The blinds are from the old Black House in Augusta.
Mot and Mary Porter had three children – Mary Porter, Beatrice Stephens
45

“Bebe”, and Julius Marshall, III – who all enjoyed growing up in this
wonderful old landmark where their parents and grandparents had lived.
Mot and Mary Porter’s son, Julius Marshall “Marshall” Vann, III, and
his wife, Anne Marie Markwalter, lived in the little Pine House from the
time of their marriage in 1980 until 1991. Their three daughters, Neely,
Laura and Melissa, spent their earliest years in this home.
Sadly in the 1990’s Mary
Porter became ill and was
confined to her home until her
death in 2001.130 Mot continued
to live at the Pine House until his
failing health mandated that he
go to an assisted living facility in
Augusta. He died at the end of
2007.131 Mot and Mary Porter’s
three children inherited the Pine
House.

Marshall and Anne Marie

A New Era
The Pine House was vacant from the time of Mot’s death in 2007 until
2013. On April 24, 2013, Bettis Cantelou Rainsford, Jr. and Melissa
Logan Vann, who will be married on May 18, 2013, became the new
owners of this wonderful old landmark and plan to make this their lifetime
home. Bettis has completed his first year in law school at the University of
South Carolina and plans to practice law when he has finished his studies.
Melissa, who has a Master’s degree in nursing, will begin her studies at
Georgia Regent’s University’s nurse anesthetist program in September of
this year. As the Pine House has now entered its second quarter millennium,
the young couple hopes to maintain the tradition of a happy home, broad
hospitality and gracious living which has characterized the Pine House
throughout its first quarter millennium.

130.

131.

 dgefield County Clerk of Court, Record Book 850, p. 260, Deed of Mary Porter Vann
E
Estate to J. M. Vann, Jr., dated April 24, 2003.
Edgefield County Clerk of Court, Record Book 850, p. 260, Deed of Julius Marshall
Vann, Jr. Estate to Mary Porter Vann, Beatrice Vann and Julius Marshall Vann, III, dated
October 7, 2008.
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Beginning our lives together. . . .
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Celebrating the engagement in the Gup’s Hill hay field.

At the Pine House
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The Little Pine House

The inside of the hall door
looking out the front with the
Venetian glass in the sidelights

This mile marker, installed in the
1850’s in front of the Pine House
marks 20 miles to Augusta.
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The avenue of pecan trees leading to the Pine House

The Rear Facade
At Home
Mr. & Mrs. Bettis Cantelou Rainsford, Jr.
The Pine House
5995 Edgefield Road
Trenton, South Carolina 29847

