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Exam Congratulations

FOCUS Editors

Best ever GCSE results in
Bedford Borough this year
Students in Bedford Borough achieved the best ever exam results this
summer. Mayor Dave Hodgson said “I want to add my congratulations
to students on this year's exam results.  It’s been excellent to see
improved  A Level and GCSE results over the summer. Coming from a
family of teachers, and being a former lecturer myself, I know only too
well how important these public exams are to children and young people.
I want to congratulate all of the students and staff across the Borough's
schools who have achieved such positive results.”

Thanks to all of those who turned out to the parish poll to express their
views on Tesco opening a store at the Bird in Hand. The turnout was
17.5%.  The votes were: For ‘Tesco’ 69 (6%), Against Tesco 1080
(94%). Bedford Borough Council has taken legal advice about the
covenants on the Bird in Hand property; the clear advice is that  the
Borough Council does not have a proper legal basis for trying to prevent
Tesco from trading from the Bird in Hand, despite the existence of the
restrictive covenant. Tesco have taken over the alcohol licence from
Charles Wells, which they are able to do unless the Police object; in due
course Tesco may seek to amend the alcohol licence with different terms
and conditions at which stage there can be formal objections. Tesco has
also applied for planning permission to make various changes to the
building - for details of these see http://savebrickhillshops.weebly.com.

Tesco Poll & latest news

Town Centre - Good News
Dave Hodgson has recently
launched two major projects
to revitalise the town centre.

High Street £3m
Regeneration
Dave has launched a £3m
project to revitalise the High
Street through a range of
measures intended to
preserve and enhance its
historical status. The 5 year
project will see traditional shop fronts restored, lost architectural details
reinstated and upper floors brought back into use.  This project draws in
lottery funding, as well as support from the Council and local businesses.
Dave said “The project is an exciting one for the High Street and for the
town centre as a whole, which will benefit from a vibrant, bustling High
Street which is bursting with its historical character.”

Riverside North Plans Advance
An exciting project that will see the demolition of the ‘new’ Town Hall and
a new development beside the river has moved to the next stage, having
secured agreement from the Council's cabinet.  The development plans
include a cinema, hotel, restaurants and shops creating an attractive
riverside destination.

Dave Hodgson is
working to revitalise

Bedford Town Centre.
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St Thomas More
expansion plans

The Federation of Bedford Catholic Schools has applied to change from
three-tier to two-tier schools. This would result in an increase in pupil
numbers at St Thomas More, with an extra 60 Year 7 and 60 Year 8
pupils. The first Year 7 pupils would join the school in September 2014.
The Year 9 annual intake capacity will remain at 200. The total number
of students is likely to increase from about 820 to 940. This should leave
room for the many Brickhill parents who chose to send their children via
local lower and middle schools, to transfer to St Thomas More as now.

Cllrs Wendy Rider and Charles Royden have met with the Catholic
Federation to discuss concerns about traffic and parking in the area
around St Thomas More. These issues are already bad enough, an
increase in pupil numbers seems likely to make them much worse unless
substantial steps are taken to tackle them. These would seem best to be
included in any planning permissions associated with the changes, to
ensure that they can be enforced. Brickhill Parish Council has written to
the Borough expressing similar concerns. If you have any queries or
comments, please get in touch - contact details are overleaf.

Action on Speeding
Speeding traffic is one of the main issues
residents raise with local Liberal Democrat
councillors and at the Brickhill Community
Safety Forum. The Police carried out
speed checks with 3 people reported and
30 cautioned. We have urged the Police to
continue to enforce speed limits, in
particular in Windrush Avenue, Waveney
Avenue, Avon Drive and Tyne Crescent.
As we head in winter, please take care
when driving. Slowing down won’t add
much time to your journey
but may save a life.

Cllrs Wendy Rider and Charles Royden at St
Thomas More School, Kennet Rise

Cllrs Wendy Rider and Mark Fitzpatrick by the
speed warning sign in Brickhill Drive

Wendy
Rider

Charles
Royden
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If you have a grumble
please get in touch.

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Can  you  help us?
Yes I would like to help by:

Delivering FOCUS in my street

Displaying a poster at election time

Making a donation (to North-West

Bedford Liberal Democrats)

Joining the Liberal Democrats
The Liberal Democrats and their elected representatives may use the information you have provided to contact you from time to time about issues we
think you may find of interest. Some of the contacts may be automated. You can opt out of some or all contacts at any time by contacting us.

Mayor of Bedford Borough:
Dave Hodgson,

37 Kathie Road, Bedford MK42 0QJ
( 718620

8 dave.hodgson@bedford.gov.uk
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Mayor Dave Hodgson's Surgeries
Second Tuesday every month 4-6pm at Borough Hall

For an appointment ring 718620

Saturday 12th November, 10am: Brickhill Drive shops
Saturday 26th November, 10am: Avon Drive shops
Every Saturday, 2pm-3pm: Bedford Central Library

Saturday 19 Nov & 17 Dec, 10am-11am: Putnoe Library

FOCUS Team Advice Surgeries

Council Tackles £36m Funding Gap
Bedford Borough Council faces a £36m funding gap over the next 4
years, caused by a combination of reducing government funding and
greater needs, such as more older people needing support.

Mayor Dave Hodgson said “This is an unprecedented level of savings
to make. We have come up with a range of proposals that we want to
discuss with residents. Please let us know what you think. We are
proposing substantial savings in back office costs and efficiencies.
Unlike other councils we are NOT proposing any closure of libraries or
children's centres. However, given the scale of the challenge it has not
been possible to avoid some changes to services.”

You can complete a short survey at www.mayordave.org.uk or find
out more and respond to the council on the full range of proposals at
www.bedford.gov.uk/budget2012. The deadline for responses is 21
November.

New Bypass: The plans are in!

Dave Hodgson
examines the route
for the new bypass

The plans for the new bypass
section have now been
submitted for planning
permission. This will bridge the
gap between the A428 at
Biddenham and A6 at
Clapham, so that traffic
travelling on the A6 will be able
to bypass Bedford.
Dave Hodgson has already
made sure funding is lined up
and now the next big step has
been made with the application
for planning permission.

In Government - On Your Side
ü New £1.3billion scheme to revitalise our Post Offices
ü Restored the earnings link with pensions - a change worth an

average £15,000 to retirees
ü Guaranteed no like-for-like replacement for Trident in this parliament
ü Have secured £3billion for the green investment bank to drive the

growth of renewable energy
ü Green Deal and other schemes will see millions

of homes  insulated
ü Scrapped Labour’s ID card scheme

Brickhill Action

www.PuttingBrickhillFirst.com

Charles Royden & Wendy Rider are
using some of their ward funds to plant
new trees in Brickhill.

Following the bus route
changes, Charles Royden &
Wendy Rider are keen to
improve bus stops, such as this
stop in Ashmead Road - but
need to wait for the routes to
settle down.

Charles Royden in Rooksmead.
Despite more investment in road
repairs, potholes are still a problem;
to report one, please call 718003.

Mark Fitzpatrick and Wendy Rider
at the end of Westrope Way. A gate
will be erected to prevent cars
cutting through.

Borough Councillor Wendy Rider
23 Orwell Close, Brickhill, Bedford MK41 7BQ
( 3032548 wendyrider41@gmail.com

Borough Councillor Charles Royden
St Mark’s Vicarage, Calder Rise,

Brickhill, Bedford MK41 7UY( 309175
8 charlesroyden@gmail.com

Parish Councillor Mark Fitzpatrick
 20 Nursery Gardens, Brickhill, Bedford MK41 8DU

( 3572598 markfitzp@cix.co.uk

For contact details of other
Brickhill Lib Dem Parish

Councillors,  see
www.PuttingBrickhillFirst.com

Please return to:
Councillor Wendy Rider
23 Orwell Close, Brickhill,

Bedford MK41 7BQ

Help wanted: 1) Brickhill Community Safety Forum committee
is looking for some new members. If you want to help make Brickhill a
safer place to live, please contact Mark Fitzpatrick (see left for details).
2) Help run Guided Walks in Maulden Woods with the Faith
Woodlands Communities. Volunteers needed to work with people of all
ages and backgrounds. For more details, contact Marie-Ange at
fwc.bedford@gmail.com.
Community Plan news: Brickhill Good Neighbours Scheme
A committee has been formed to set up the scheme. More helpers
welcome. Brickhill Community Directory: being drafted with details of
local organisations and events. For both, contact the Clerk of Brickhill
Parish Council:( 271708 or 8 clerk@brickhllparishcouncil.gov.uk.


