
News from the Borough:
Mayor sets Budget that
protects frontline services,
with core council tax frozen

Fuel Prices Too
High in Bedford

Council Tax - Good News
FLASHBACK

The Borough’s Record:
2011: Council Tax
Frozen
2012: Council Tax
Held down

Dave Hodgson said “I know that many local residents are facing
financial challenges this year and it’s vital that we do all we can to avoid
adding to that burden. That is why I'm pleased we have been able to
avoid a rise in average council tax for the second year running. We've
also been able to protect key frontline services. No libraries or children’s
centres will close, weekly bin collections will remain and we will continue
the investment in renewing our roads and pavements.”
In Brickhill, a small increase in the Borough’s Special Area Charges,
which covers maintenance of local parks and open spaces, will result in
a net increase by £1.35 a year for a Band D property.
Lib Dems have also been able to stop the inherited dependence on
external borrowing and there will be no new external borrowing – in fact
the council will be getting interest by lending money to other councils.
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You can sign online at www.mayordave.org.uk

Fuel Fairness for Bedford
I/we call on fuel retailers to give us a fair deal on fuel prices in the
Bedford area.

Brickhill Liberal Democrats are backing Dave Hodgson in the fight to get
fair petrol and diesel prices for local residents.
Wendy Rider said “It's not right that residents and businesses in
Bedford have to pay around 5p more a litre than surrounding areas.
That's why we are campaigning to get local fuel retailers to charge a fair
price here in Bedford. Fuel is expensive enough without paying extra just
because we live in Bedford.”
Please support the campaign by signing the petition to the right, or add
your name online.
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News from Brickhill Parish:
Council Tax unchanged
The Parish Council Tax for Brickhill is unchanged at £33.16 a year for a
Band D property, approximately 64p per week. Councillor Mark
Fitzpatrick, Chair of Brickhill Parish Council said: “We were determined
to keep costs down and avoid any unnecessary increases for Brickhill
residents”. The Parish Council now has responsibility for Brickhill
Community Centre and Waveney Green, where it is aiming to repair
some of the badly cracked footpaths this year.

No. 6 bus route
We continue to work to find a resolution to the buses, following the
withdrawal of the No. 6 service into the Woodlands Estate as the buses
could not negotiate the roads safely to turn around. A roundabout is
being considered and in the meantime buses are terminating on
Ashmead Road. Once the final decision is taken upon how the estate will
be serviced and which route will be taken by the buses we will be calling
for changes to bus stops to make them more suitable for passengers.

Brickhill Drive shops - action on
parking problems There have been problems with

parking recently at Brickhill Drive
shops, with on occasions
vehicles blocking the car park.
Councillor Charles Royden
called in the police to deal with
this. The Borough’s Parking staff
are regularly checking the car
park to enforce the current
maximum 45 minute parking
limit. What are your views on
parking here and on the 45
minute limit? Please let us know. Current No. 6 terminus in  Ashmead Road

Cllr Wendy Rider with Parking
officer at Brickhill Drive shops



If you have a grumble
please get in touch.
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Can  you  help us?
Yes I would like to help by:

Delivering FOCUS in my street

Displaying a poster at election time

Making a donation (to North West

Bedford Liberal Democrats)

Joining the Liberal Democrats
The Liberal Democrats and their elected representatives may use the information you have provided to contact you from time to time about issues we
think you may find of interest. Some of the contacts may be automated. You can opt out of some or all contacts at any time by contacting us.

Mayor Dave Hodgson's Surgeries
Second Tuesday every month 4pm-6pm at Borough Hall

For an appointment ring 718620

FOCUS Team Advice Surgeries

Brickhill Action

Morning Bus Pass Saved!
Dave Hodgson and the local Lib Dems have brought good news to
local pensioner and concessionary bus pass holders. Free travel
before 9.30am will now continue in Bedford Borough. This is an
extra benefit that is on top of the national scheme that only allows
free travel after 9.30am. Cllr Charles Royden said “We have
always fought to get the best scheme for local pensioners but the
grave financial challenges had put pressure on this extra local top
up service.  However, working with Stagecoach and other bus
operators means that this morning free travel can be saved.”

•  Extending services into the late
evening and new Sunday service

•  Saving the morning use of the bus
pass

•  Supporting Door to Door community
transport service

•  Subsidising rural bus routes, when
other councils have slashed these

Bedford Lib Dems
Backing Our Buses

Local Tories Opt Out of
Cross Party Consensus
Mayor Dave Hodgson went out of his way to appoint
an all-party cabinet to put this year's budget together.
Despite being involved in the entire process that
started last summer, Tory councillors let residents
down and showed a lack of leadership by failing to
take part in the final budget vote and just abstained.

Cllr Michael Headley said “The savings needed from
councils are unprecedented and we thought it was

right to make sure everyone was involved in putting this difficult budget
together. This had been very successful and we welcomed the
contribution from Labour, Tory and Independent councillors. However,
without even the courtesy of prior warning, the Tory group abstained on
the budget that they had helped put together. It appears they have
chosen a position of sniping from the sidelines rather than facing up to
taking responsibility in tough times. ”
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Liberal Democrat Councillors Surgeries
Local Brickhill surgeries

Avon Drive shops: 10am, Saturday 31st March
Brickhill Drive shops: 10am, Saturday 14th April

Bedford Central Library
Every Saturday

2pm-3pm.

Putnoe Library
3rd Saturday each month,

10am-11am

Tackling parking and speeding
problems in Brickhill
Borough Councillors Wendy Rider and Charles Royden remain
concerned about speeding in Brickhill. They are working with
the Borough Council to consult with residents about introducing
a 20mph speed limit for the Tyne Crescent, Wansbeck Road,
Hawk Drive area. This area is heavily used by children going to
school and has seen many speeding-related accidents as well
as ‘near misses’. There will be traffic speed surveys in March.
Also, as part of discussions with St Thomas More Upper School
to tackle parking problems, the school is encouraging more on-
site parking where possible and to move on parents who are
parked illegally. Cllrs Rider and Royden are considering placing
a parking restriction along the adjacent  part of Tyne Crescent
which would affect parking for maybe an hour in the morning
and evening. For more information see
http://www.puttingbrickhillfirst.com.Brickhill

FOCUS
Team

Mayor of Bedford Borough:
Dave Hodgson,

37 Kathie Road, Bedford MK42 0QJ
( 718620

8 dave.hodgson@bedford.gov.uk

Borough Councillor Wendy Rider
23 Orwell Close, Brickhill, Bedford MK41 7BQ
( 3032548 wendyrider41@gmail.com

Borough Councillor Charles Royden
St Mark’s Vicarage, Calder Rise,

Brickhill, Bedford MK41 7UY( 309175
8 charlesroyden@gmail.com

Parish Councillor Mark Fitzpatrick
20 Nursery Gardens, Brickhill, Bedford MK41 8DU

( 3572598 markfitzp@cix.co.uk

For contact details of other
Brickhill Lib Dem Parish

Councillors, see
www.PuttingBrickhillFirst.com

www.PuttingBrickhillFirst.com

Some new street lights  have been put up in Plover Way and Curlew
Crescent, but are not yet in use. They need to be connected to the
power supply, which may not happen until April (at the earliest). ² New
dual litter bins have been installed in several places in Brickhill to help
encourage more recycling² Plover Way has now been added to the
regular gritting network. ² We have asked the Borough to provide a
suitable path to re-connect Browney Path to the kick-about pitch.

Are you missing out? The ‘BrickhillBulletin’ email
newsletter is packed with using local information. To get
it in future, please email Mark Fitzpatrick at
markfitzp@cix.co.uk and he will add you to the list.

North Brickhill
Country Park Well
done to the volunteers
who braved the wind
and rain on 4th March.
Over 500 trees were
planted.

Cllr Wendy Rider by the
gap to Browney Path

Cllr Wendy Rider in Tyne
Crescent (see right)


