
FOCUSNo. 347
Jan 2013

Local Schools Top of the
Table in Region

Name     Address    email

............................. ......................................... ......................................

............................. ......................................... ......................................

The Liberal Democrats and their elected representatives may use the information you have
provided to contact you from time to time about issues we think you may find of interest. Some
of the contacts may be automated. You can opt out of some or all contacts at any time by
contacting us.

Return to: Dave Hodgson, 37 Kathie Rd, Bedford MK42 0QJ

Published & Promoted by  M Fitzpatrickon behalf of The Liberal Democrats all at 20 Nursery Gardens, Bedford MK41 8DU.
Printed by Focal Print, 37 Kathie Rd, Bedford MK42 0QJ

You can sign online at www.savebedfordhospital.org.uk

Save Bedford Hospital
I/we call on the NHS not to downgrade Bedford Hospital and cut the
services available.

Bedford Borough Lower and Primary schools come
out a superb 11th out of 150 areas in a new Ofsted
national league table - that’s better than any other
area in the East of England.

This means that 85% of pupils attend a good or
outstanding school. That is better than neighbouring
areas like Central Beds (83%), Cambridgeshire
(66%) and Milton Keynes (67%).

BrickhillBrickhill

To support  our local shops and hard pressed residents, Dave Hodgson
and the Liberal Democrats have frozen shoppers’ car park charges for
the third year running.

Cllr Charles Royden said “We are making it a priority to help our town
centre shops by keeping the price of parking down.  In the past we have
seen the Tories hiking up car park charges to help balance the books.
The Tories just used motorists as a cash cow at the expense of our town
centre.”

Over 6 years from 2003, car park charges went up by an average of 14%
a year - that’s more than double in just  6 years.  For example that meant
that St Peter’s Street went from 60p for two hours up to £1.40.  In
contrast we have now had three years of a price freeze with the Liberal
Democrats, despite VAT going up!

If the Tories had carried on
at the same rate as 2003-2009
Actual from Dave Hodgson
and the Lib Dems

Compare the Lib Dem difference:

£3.22

£1.60

2 Hours at Lurke Street Car Park

Dave Hodgson said: “The fact that you are more likely to be able to
send your child to a good or outstanding lower or primary school in
Bedford Borough than almost anywhere else in the country is a ringing
endorsement of the efforts of pupils, families and teachers to drive up
standards, working in partnership with the Council.  We obviously aspire
to 100%, and will continue working alongside all schools in the task of
giving all children the best possible opportunity to fulfil their potential.”

In addition there is good news for secondary level schools too as the
figures show that the proportion of pupils at good or outstanding
secondary level schools is also higher in Bedford Borough than the
national average.

Keep on Fighting
for our Hospital

Dave Hodgson says a big thank you
to everyone who has already signed
the petition to save the services
under threat at Bedford Hospital.

The NHS “Healthier Together” plan
will reduce the services at two of the
five hospitals in our area. Bedford
Hospital is one of those under
serious threat as it is one of the two
smaller hospitals. The hospital would
only have a reduced A&E role, no
trauma unit, no emergency surgery,
no complex surgery, no intensive
care and no obstetrics for high risk
births.

Please sign below or online to
support this campaign.

Dave Hodgson collecting
together the “Save Bedford

Hospital” petitions
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Have you signed up for the Brickhill Bulletin yet? It
is a free e-mail newsletter from the Brickhill FOCUS Team, with local
news, useful information and more besides. To subscribe, just send
an email to Cllr Mark Fitzpatrick, markfitzp@cix.co.uk.

Taking tough action
against littering

Over the past year Mayor Dave Hodgson
has started zero tolerance policy against
littering. For the first time in Bedford
Borough, anybody seen littering is given a
£75 fixed penalty notice. Failure to pay
within 21 days results in the offender
being taken before the court, who have
being dealing severely with the offence
and issuing fines which in some cases
have been for hundreds of pounds. Mayor
of Bedford Borough, Dave Hodgson, said:
"The fines given by the court support the
action taken by Bedford Borough Council
and demonstrate that the Council is
serious about tackling and fining

people who think it is okay to drop litter. This is a criminal act which makes
our Borough untidy and costs taxpayers more than £1million every year.
Littering is anti-social behaviour and blights the local environment for
everyone. We are now prosecuting more offenders than ever before and we
will maintain a zero-tolerance approach towards the minority of people who
believe it is acceptable to drop litter in the borough."

A list of convicted people can be seen on the Borough Council’s website
http://tinyurl.com/envirocrime.

Cllr Charles Royden at Avon
Drive shops: “Please use a
bin or take your litter home”



If you have a grumble
please get in touch.
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Can  you  help us?
Yes I would like to help by:

Delivering FOCUS in my street

Displaying a poster at election time

Making a donation

(to Putnoe Liberal Democrats)
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Brickhill Action

Dealing with the Wintry Weather
The Borough Council is well stocked up with gritting salt ready to do all it
can to help in wintry weather. If you want to find out the up to the minute
information on any school closures, public transport, school buses or
waste collections that have been affected by the weather you can go to
the website at www.bedford.gov.uk/winterupdates.

Free Warm Home Packs
Do you know someone in Bedford Borough, who is over 60 years old
and/ or are likely to be vulnerable to the cold and who could benefit from
a 'Warm Home' pack? The pack consists of: a 'Snuggie' or blanket,
fleece hat and gloves, room thermometer card, soup sachets and useful
leaflets about how to keep warm.
Free 'Warm Home' packs can be delivered to them .Please call: 01234
718457 or email: james.wallbank@bedford.gov.uk

£3 million Reward for
Keeping Weekly Bin Rounds

The council has been awarded £3.1 million
from the government because Mayor Dave
Hodgson has made sure we keep our
weekly black bin collections.

Charles Royden said “We have fought hard
to protect weekly collections over a number
of years, going back to the days when the
former Tory-run County Council tried to
impose fortnightly collections on Bedford
Borough households, and in the face of
extraordinary financial pressures it is great

to receive this support. It will help us continue that protection of the
weekly collection as well as investing in increasing recycling.”

Under Dave Hodgson’s leadership the council has not only protected
weekly bin collections but has protected other frontline services meaning
that there have been no closures of Libraries or Childrens’ Centres that
other areas have seen.

Minimum Wage Workers
Income tax paid by worker
on minimum wage under
Labour

£573

£1018

Income tax paid by worker
on minimum wage now
under Lib Dem tax plans

www.fairertax.org

Linda Jack says “THANK YOU!”
Linda Jack and your local Lib Dem Team want to say thank you for all
the support in the recent Police and Crime Commissioner Election.
Although not successful this time, the result in Bedford was one of the
strongest Lib Dem results in the country.

Brickhill
FOCUS
Team

Borough Councillor Wendy Rider
23 Orwell Close, Brickhill, Bedford MK41 7BQ
( 3032548 wendyrider41@gmail.com

Borough Councillor Charles Royden
St Mark’s Vicarage, Calder Rise,
Brickhill, Bedford MK41 7UY( 309175
8 charlesroyden@gmail.com

Chair of Brickhill Parish Council Mark Fitzpatrick
20 Nursery Gardens, Brickhill, Bedford MK41 8DU
( 3572598 markfitzp@cix.co.uk

Mayor Dave Hodgson's Surgeries
Second Tuesday every month 4pm-6pm at Borough Hall

For an appointment ring 718620

FOCUS Team Advice Surgeries
Liberal Democrat Councillors Surgeries

Local Brickhill surgeries
Avon Drive shops: 10am, Saturday 2nd Feb & 2nd March
Brickhill Drive shops: 10am, Saturday 19th Jan & 16th Feb

Bedford Central Library
Every Saturday, 2pm-3pm.

Parish Councillors: Wendy Rider, Charles Royden & Mark Fitzpatrick as
above plus: Peter Blakeman( 3559528 pj.blakeman@btopenworld.com;
Gurmel Chambers ( 212536; Dean Crofts ( 302322, 8
deancrofts@live.co.uk; Linda Darbon ( 325962 8
lindadarbon@googlemail.com; Jane Josephs ( 341825, 8
Dr.Jane.Josephs@gmail.com; Patricia Ovenell( 341422; Corinne Royden
( 309175 8 corinneroyden@gmail.com; Ray Waterhouse ( 355801 8
raymond.waterhouse@yahoo.co.uk; Andrew Wilkins ( 308957 8
andywilkins.bpc@ntlworld.com. For details see www.PuttingBrickhillFirst.com.

Mayor of Bedford Borough Dave Hodgson
37 Kathie Road, Bedford MK42 0QJ
( 7186208 dave.hodgson@bedford.gov.uk
www.mayordaveorg.uk Twitter

 @davethemayor
Facebook
davethemayor

We are pressing for proper connections
from Browney Path and Thurne Way to
the new path along the edge of the
Woodlands Park estate.

www.PuttingBrickhillFirst.com

Working with residents,
we have arranged for
new trees to be planted
in several roads - such
as here in Pipit Rise.

We are taking action to tackle
the problem of flooding from
St Thomas More school that
is affecting Stour Way.

The footpath and cyclepath from Brickhill Drive to Bedford Park has
recently been resurfaced after action by your local Lib Dem councillors.

Charles Royden
& Wendy Rider in
Pipit Rise

Mark Fitzpatrick
& Wendy Rider
in Stour Way

Wendy Rider  & Mark
Fitzpatrick in Pilgrim
cycle/footpath

Charles Royden
by Thurne Way By Browney Path


