
Despite huge cuts in government funding, Mayor Dave Hodgson’s
budget will deliver the 5th successive Council Tax Freeze from Bedford
Borough Council. The budget put forward by the Mayor was agreed with
cross-party support at a recent council meeting. Charles Royden said
“We have worked very closely with Dave Hodgson to protect frontline
services and still not have to increase borough council tax. Bedford
Borough Council Tax is now a little lower than it was in 2010.”

Wendy Rider & Charles Royden have worked with Mayor
Dave Hodgson to deliver the 5th Council Tax freeze in a row

Council Budget
Highlights
 Replacement of temporary classrooms by permanent buildings
 £3m investment in leisure facilities and no closures  All

Children’s Centres still open  No library closures  Keep weekly
bin collections  Finish the western bypass  Extra £1m on
pavement resurfacing  Free 2 hours Saturday shoppers’ parking;
free on Sundays  Town centre shoppers’ car park charges
frozen for 5th year  £4m refurbishment of council care homes

Did you know? Council Tax in Bedford Borough is lower
than in neighbouring Tory-run Central Bedfordshire

New Bus Station “Departure Hub” for Nos. 7 & 10

News and Action for Brickhill

www.PuttingBrickhillFirst.com

The Lib Dem FOCUS team continue to work hard to make Brickhill a safer, greener and more pleasant place.
Scott and Brickhill Lower schools now have new permanent classrooms to replace old ‘temporary’ ones;
Mayor Dave Hodgson joined Scott in their celebrations. The 20mph speed limit zone will soon be extended
from Tyne Crescent towards Brickhill Drive; we have paid for speed activated devices for Tyne Crescent and
in the new zone, to remind drivers to slow down. We are planting more trees across Brickhill, making sure
that they will be suitable for their location. Curlew Crescent has been resurfaced recently, with Kestrel Road
to follow.  We continue to try to protect grass verges from vehicle damage; in Mallard Hill and Rooksmead we
have arranged for improvements to two badly damaged areas. For more information please visit our website,
www.PuttingBrickhillFirst.com. If you don’t have internet access and want more details, do contact us.

Proper classrooms

Verge repairs

Road resurfacingMore treesSafer roads

Wendy Rider & Charles Royden in Mallard Hill

Cllrs Royden & Rider, with
Mayor Dave Hodgson and Head

Anita Barker at Scott Lower
Wendy Rider & Mark Fitzpatrick

in Tyne Crescent
Cllrs Rider & Royden, with

newly planted tree in Avon Drive
Wendy Rider & Charles Royden at

Curlew Crescent/Kestrel Road junction

Good news from Brickhill Parish Council The Lib Dem-led Parish
Council has cut its Parish Council tax. Cllr Mark Fitzpatrick said: “It may
only be a reduction of 0.5%, but while we continue to try to support the
Brickhill community, we also need to be keep costs down”.
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A second phase of the bus station refurbishment will see a  makeover
of the area at the front used by the Nos. 7 and 10 buses that serve
Kimbolton Road (opposite Ellis Road) and Putnoe Lane. A new
“Departure Hub” will replace the three existing small traditional shelters;
while pavements and seating will be renewed and improved.

Fifth year running



Tory £20m Local
Cuts Bombshell

“These Tory election promises would mean an extra £20m of council
spending needing to be cut over the next four budget years. I believe
that this would be devastating to local services” said Cllr Wendy Rider.
“We have worked very hard to protect local residents from the cuts in
services being seen up and down the country in other council areas.
Now the Tories have shown their true colours and are making election
promises that can only be kept if they make further and deeper cuts in
council spending than those already being predicted.”

The Tories have shown their true colours
making election promises that just don’t add
up! Promises of tax cuts and increased
spending need to be funded from somewhere.

Cutting Income Tax
by a further £400 for
ordinary workers
Having already delivered an £800 Tax Cut to  workers across the country, the Lib
Dems will cut Income Tax by a further £400 .

Local Campaigner   said, “I know how much the Lib Dem tax
cut has helped local people through tough times so I’m delighted that we’ll
provide even further help to local families.”

More money for the
NHS and protecting
education spending
The Lib Dems in government will provide
an extra £1bn a year in NHS funding and
will guarantee equal care and waiting

times for mental health as for physical health . Spending on nurseries, schools
and colleges will be protected and they will ensure every child is taught by a
qualified teacher.

Making the
Council
Greener

Mayor Dave Hodgson has led a number of new environmental
initiatives since his election. These include:

 1,000 new Solar Panels fitted on council and community buildings
 A new waste contract introduced to divert waste away from

landfill
 36 local community facilities including village halls and schools

have benefited from energy efficiency and renewable energy
technologies supported by the Mayor’s Climate Change Fund

 A Hydropower plant on the River Great Ouse which is generating
even more electricity than predicted, saving taxpayers more money.

Parliamentary Campaigner:
Mahmud Henry Rogers

65 Ashburnham Road, Bedford MK40 1EA
Tel: 07972 583 665 email: mahmudhenry@gmail.com

Borough Councillor Wendy Rider
23 Orwell Close, Brickhill, Bedford MK41 7BQ
( 3032548 wendyrider41@gmail.com

Borough Councillor Charles Royden
St Mark’s Vicarage, Calder Rise,
Brickhill, Bedford MK41 7UY
( 3091758 charlesroyden@gmail.com

Chair of Brickhill Parish Council Mark Fitzpatrick
20 Nursery Gardens, Brickhill, Bedford MK41 8DU
( 3572598 markfitzp@cix.co.uk

Brickhill
FOCUS
Team

Parish Councillors: See www.PuttingBrickhillFirst.com for full details.
Wendy Rider, Charles Royden & Mark Fitzpatrick as above plus:
Peter Blakeman ( 3559528 pj.blakeman@btopenworld.com; Dean
Crofts( 302322,8 dean@croftsy.com; Corinne Royden( 309175
8 corinneroyden@gmail.com; Ray Waterhouse( 355801
8 raymond.waterhouse@yahoo.co.uk; Andrew Wilkins( 308957
8 andywilkins.bpc@ntlworld.com.

Twitter
 @davethemayor

Facebook
davethemayor

Mayor of Bedford Borough Dave Hodgson
37 Kathie Road, Bedford MK42 0QJ
( 7186208 dave.hodgson@bedford.gov.uk

www.mayordave.org.uk

Mayor Dave Hodgson's Surgeries
Second Tuesday every month 4pm-6pm at Borough Hall

For an appointment ring 718620

FOCUS Team Advice Surgeries
Liberal Democrat Councillors Surgeries

Local Brickhill surgeries
Brickhill Drive shops: 10am, Saturday 14th March

Avon Drive shops: 10am, Saturday 28th March

Bedford Central Library
Every Saturday, 2pm-3pm.

If you have a grumble
please get in touch. Can  you  help us?

Yes I would like to help by:

Delivering FOCUS in my street

Displaying a poster at election time

Making a donation

(to Bedford Liberal Democrats)

Joining the Liberal Democrats
The Liberal Democrats and their elected representatives may use the information you have provided to contact you from time to time about issues we
think you may find of interest. Some of the contacts may be automated. You can opt out of some or all contacts at any time by contacting us.

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:
Published & Promoted by  M Fitzpatrick on behalf of The Liberal Democrats
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Please return to:
Councillor Wendy Rider 23 Orwell
Close, Brickhill, Bedford MK41 7BQ

Councillors Wendy Rider & Charles
Royden at the Calder Rise play area

Play area refurbishment
The main play structure at the
popular play area behind St Mark’s
Church is to be replaced. The
Borough’s regular inspections have
shown that it is reaching the end of
its life. It is hoped that the
disruption won’t be for too long.

Keep in touch - stay informed. If you would like to know more about
local news in Brickhill, please email Mark Fitzpatrick (see left) and we
will send you the Brickhill Bulletin - full of local news and information.


