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From Wendy Rider and Charles Royden  

 

We have experienced warm and wet weather this year which has caused 
excessive growth of grass. The grass cutting which we experienced across 
our amenity areas suffered considerably as a result of the saturated grass. 
In addition there was some extremely poor and unacceptable cutting with 
areas such as Lune Walk missed all together. We took this up with the 
Borough Council and action was taken with extra cutting over the 
weekends to catch up, sweeping of paths and training of the grass cutters. 
We recognise the problems caused by the wet weather but the frequency 
of grass cutting has not been reduced and the budget has remained the same, so do tell us if you have 
problems and we will follow up complaints         
 
A leaflet was tucked under your black bin recently to tell you about the consultation on changes to waste 
collections. We need further savings of £25 million to council services and the suggested changes such 
emptying black bins fortnightly will save over £500,000. We have resisted this for a long time but the 
government no longer provides financial support and most councils have already done this across the 
country. Please join the consultation which you can find on the council website and tell us your views.  
 
On a positive note all political parties on the council have joined together to commission specialist work to 
save services at Bedford Hospital. The CCG which is the body responsible for organising NHS Services 
has repeatedly proposed massive NHS cuts and removals of services from Bedford Hospital, and now 
they want to stop all births at Bedford Hospital, forcing mothers to travel for up to an hour away from their 
homes and their families. Bedford is a growing town and we need more hospital services not less ! Mayor 
Dave Hodgson has worked tirelessly to stop the CCG from cutting our hospital and it has now been 
shown that maternity closure plans are unnecessary. Mothers should not have to travel long distances 
away from their community to have a hospital birth and we will fight to retain services here in Bedford. .  
 
We are always pleased to speak with you and you are welcome to come to our regular surgeries at the 
shops on a Saturday morning, as advertised on our website.      
For more information on what is happening in and around Brickhill and to keep in touch please visit our 
website www.puttingbrickhillfirst.com 
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