
£6million
for Bus
Station Area

R Summer Playschemes
The Borough is running these again at
various locations, on Mon-Fri from 30 July –
20th August from 10am-12noon & 2pm-4pm.
Cost is £2 per session. There is one scheme
in Brickhill; it takes place at Brickhill Lower
School: for 5-8  & 9-13 yr olds, mornings only

For more information see our link at
www.puttingbrickhillfirst.com or call
718829.

R Sports Courses

These are for young people aged 6-15 years
old and run from 23 July - 5 September. Prices
vary depending on the course.

Courses include archery, golf, rowing, climbing,
street dance, bikeability, sailing, holiday
adventure and paddle sport.

For more information see our link at
www.puttingbrickhillfirst.com or call 718836.

R Band Stand Concerts in Mill Meadows

Throughout July and August concerts will run
from 3 - 5pm on Sunday afternoons at the Mill
Meadows band stand.

For more information see our link at
www.puttingbrickhillfirst.com or call
221955.
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R Olympics Live Site

Celebrate the Olympics at Bedford International Athletic Stadium from
Friday 3rd August to Thursday 9th August

Big screen showing live footage from the Games, plus sporting
activities throughout the week, bar, catering, entertainment
& much more! Free entry

R  Activity Camps, Waveney Green
Special sessions for 7-12 year olds take place
on three dates this August: 1st ‘The Matrix
Challenge’, 8th ‘Wild Survival’, 15th
‘Adventure Strategy & Tactical day’. Places
are limited and must be pre-booked. There is
a £5 fee per session, which run from 9am-
1pm. The sessions are run by Sport Support
Group and are subsidized by Brickhill Parish
Council. For more information see
www.brickhillparishcouncil.gov.uk or to
book call the Parish Council office on 271708.

Mayor Dave Hodgson has been able to put together a £6m
fund to  improve the bus station area of the town centre.
Dave Hodgson said “Residents time after time rightly tell me that this
area lets down our town centre. I am determined that we make progress
here.  That is why I've put together a fund to ensure that work can take
place. There is a lot of work to do with bus operators and planners but at
last we can now start the ball rolling.”

It is planned to be able to provide an improved bus station, as well as
refurbishment of the adjacent car park and toilets.

This project follows on from the exciting development being put in place
at Riverside North by the Town Hall and £2m investment in the High
Street.
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Manton Lane/Brickhill
Drive traffic lights
The junction of Manton Lane with Brickhill Drive has been a source of
concern for some time and the matter has been raised at the Brickhill
Community Safety Forum. Plans are currently being drawn up to remove
the two lane ahead system which encourages racing from the junction
towards Brickhill and increases the speed of traffic down the hill towards
Curlew Crescent. It is hoped the new junction will be in place in
August/September. Cllr Charles Royden said “We are very pleased that
after highlighting the issue, the traffic signals are due for removal and a
new junction will be put in place which includes our suggestions for a left
hand turn and a safe cycle lane and crossing”.

Cllr Charles Royden at the
junction of Brickhill Drive and

Manton Lane
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Local Tories try to
block redevelopment

Local Conservative Councillors have been criticised
for their negative approach to efforts to reinvigorate
our town and local economy. One week they are
trying to block regeneration of the long-derelict
Ampthill Road site and the new Morrisons (Beds on
Sunday, 6/5) and then claiming to be 'scared' of the
Riverside North development the next (BoS, 13/5).

Cllr  Charles Royden said “With attempts to block
vital redevelopments such as these, is it any wonder
that Bedford was held back for so many years while
they were in charge? It is yet another disappointing
example of the local Conservatives' approach of
simply opposing everything and refusing to take
responsibility for anything”.

Despite the tough wider economic climate, under
Mayor Dave Hodgson major national firms are
investing here and exciting regeneration actually
going ahead despite the negative approach of local
Conservatives.

No More Council Borrowing!
Dave Hodgson and the local Liberal Democrats
have stopped the extensive reliance on council
borrowing that they inherited.

The Tory-run County Council left a £90m debt
for the Borough Council to deal with and had
plans to keep increasing it over future years.
The good news is that by good financial management this has now
been stopped. Over the last year there wasn't any increase in
external borrowing.

Lib Dem finance portfolio holder Cllr Michael Headley said “The
Tories left us with a reliance on borrowing, including for everyday
costs such as buying desktop computers and building
maintenance. We have put a stop to that. Times are tough and we
can't afford to keep increasing the amount spent on the interest
costs of borrowing”.

Brickhill Liberal Democrats campaigned for the faster
replacement of the removed bus shelters. The Borough pays
nothing for the provision and maintenance of new bus
shelters as the contractor aims to recover all costs through
advertising. Unfortunately residents were left exposed to the
elements when old shelters were removed in an
uncoordinated way by the company which lost the contract.
It is a good deal for taxpayers, but the changeover was very
poor. The new shelters will be there until 2027.

There is still no agreement on the creation of a roundabout
at the far end of Ashmead Road, allowing the No. 6 bus to
serve the Woodlands Park estate properly. Until agreement
is reached, the exact future route for the No. 6 in Brickhill
remains uncertain, which is delaying the placing of bus
shelters along part of the route.

Bus Shelters -
Missing for Too Long

Brickhill Action

Working hard for
Brickhill all year round

If you have a grumble
please get in touch.

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Can  you  help us?
Yes I would like to help by:

Delivering FOCUS in my street

Displaying a poster at election time

Making a donation (to North West

Bedford Liberal Democrats)

Joining the Liberal Democrats
The Liberal Democrats and their elected representatives may use the information you have provided to contact you from time to time about issues we
think you may find of interest. Some of the contacts may be automated. You can opt out of some or all contacts at any time by contacting us.

Mayor Dave Hodgson's Surgeries
Second Tuesday every month 4pm-6pm at Borough Hall

For an appointment ring 718620

FOCUS Team Advice Surgeries
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Return to: Councillor Wendy Rider,
23 Orwell Close, Brickhill, Bedford MK41 7BQ

Liberal Democrat Councillors Surgeries
Local Brickhill surgeries

Brickhill Drive shops: 10am, Saturday  4th August
Avon Drive shops: 10am, Saturday 18th August

Bedford Central Library
Every Saturday , 2pm-3pm.

www.PuttingBrickhillFirst.com

We have arranged
for a large metal
‘bell’ to be placed
on the pavement in
Kestrel Road
where damage
was caused to the
pavement and we
are working with
residents to
identify those
responsible.

Kestrel Road -
protecting pavements

Cllr Wendy Rider by
the new metal bell in

Kestrel Road

Cllr Wendy Rider in
one of the new bus

shelters

For contact details of other
Brickhill Lib Dem Parish

Councillors,see
www.PuttingBrickhillFirst.com


