
Two hours free on Saturday and
all day free on Sunday in Borough
Council Town Centre Car Parks
Until end Jan there is two hours
free parking daily at Queen Street,
Multi-Storey; after Jan it will only
cost 90p for two hours weekdays
Free after 6pm in the Town Centre

ü
New

New
Despite the huge financial pressures facing the Borough Council, Dave
Hodgson has continued to protect local town centre businesses and help
shoppers by protecting the Mayor's Car Parking Deal.
The new car park charges start on 4th January and maintain the popular
offers of two hours free parking on Saturday and all day free parking on
Sunday in town centre Borough Council run car parks. These also
introduce new opportunities to park for free after 6pm in the evening in
the town centre.
Season ticket prices have been reduced in order to support town centre
employers and workers and new free 15mins 'Drop Off' bays are to be
introduced in Greyfriars to give people more flexibility to pick up and
drop off passengers.
After five years of no increase in shoppers’ car park charges it has not
been possible to completely protect all car parking fees from increases.
Whilst the real cost of shoppers' parking has fallen every year for five
years in a row, budget pressures have meant that it is not possible to
continue with this again this year. However, the charges at Queen Street
Car Park have been reduced and you can park there to shop in Bedford
for only 50p for an hour and 90p for two hours (free in January).
Charles Royden said "At a time of such enormous financial pressure,
the Mayor's commitment to retaining free town centre parking all day
Sunday and two hours on a Saturday, combined with introducing free
parking after 6pm, is fantastic news. This will help the local economy
boost night-time trade and encourage local residents to visit our already-
thriving town centre.”
For full details see the displays at the car parks, see
www.bedford.gov.uk or call 01234 718057.
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Mr Donachie met with local councillors Mark
Fitzpatrick, Wendy Rider and Charles Royden.

Mr James Donachie of Mallard Hill has recently been awarded the
Legion d’Honneur by the French Government, which is awarding
their most prestigious award to all surviving veterans who took
part in D-Day or the subsequent liberation of France in 1944. Cllr
Mark Fitzpatrick said: “We congratulate Mr Donachie on his award
and we also thank him for his service to our country”.

Making bus travel easier in Brickhill
Real Time Information displays
have now been fitted in several
bus stops in Brickhill. They give
residents confidence in
knowing how long it will take for
the next bus to arrive. Borough
councillors Charles Royden
and Wendy Rider continue to
press the Borough to install
Real Time Information signs at
the bus stops in Waveney
Avenue (opposite the Catholic
church) and in Kimbolton Road
(near Ellis Road). They have
allocated funds for the work,
but it has been delayed. Cllr
Charles Royden says: “The
funds have been allocated and
they should be installed as a
priority”.

www.bedford.gov.uk


Osborne’s 2% Extra
Council Tax Rise

Strength of Europe demonstrated
in historic climate deal

Robinson Pool & Bunyan
Centre Improvements

If you return this form the Liberal Democrats and their elected representatives may use the information you’ve given to contact you. By providing your data to us, you are
consenting to us making contact with you in the future by mail, email, telephone, text, website and apps, even though you may be registered with the Telephone Preference
Service. You can always opt out of communications at any time by contacting us or visiting www.libdems.org.uk/optout. For more information go to www.libdems.org.uk/privacy.

Tory chancellor George Osborne has announced that to help fund social
care costs, councils are expected to increase Council Tax by 2% in
addition to the normal tax. This “Osborne Council Tax Rise” has to be
spent on social care, such as care for older people – it can’t be used for
other purposes like parks or potholes.
The Government’s own figures assume that every council will take the
2% Osborne Council Tax Rise. Charles Royden said “The 'Osborne
Council Tax Rise' is not a good deal for taxpayers. Instead of funding the
real and important growing social care needs of our ageing population
through central government funding, he’s pushed it onto councils and
council taxpayers. We all know that Council Tax isn't the fairest tax and
pushing it up further to get out of funding it centrally is like having a new
tax by the back door.”
The tax will see your council tax bills increase by 2%, so for instance if
you are currently paying £100 a month, the Osborne Council Tax Rise
would cost you an extra £24 a year.

Much needed improvements at Robinson Pool and the
Bunyan Centre are due to start in the New Year.
Wendy Rider said “We are really pleased  that not
only are these local leisure sites being protected from
the threat of closure being seen elsewhere in the
country, they are actually being improved.”

At the Bunyan Sports Centre, upgrade works will see a brand new soft
play area for children along with two new exercise studios, a fully
refurbished gym and an extended fitness class timetable. Robinson Pool
will receive a state-of-the-art gym along with a large new exercise studio,
indoor cycling studio and refreshed changing rooms.

Renovation works at Robinson Pool will start at the beginning of January.
Work at Bunyan starts in February with completion on both centres due
in the middle of 2016. These improvements are all part of the new
contract the council entered into that sees savings for council taxpayers,
improved facilities and no closures.

The European Union played a key role in reaching an
historic agreement to limit global carbon emissions.
EU Climate Action and Energy Commissioner Miguel Arias Cañete
said: "This agreement is a major win for Europe. But more
importantly, it is a major win for the global community. Europe has
led the efforts in Paris to get an ambitious and legally binding global
climate deal. We have forged alliances and others have joined."

Europe has most impact in these global negotiations when it speaks
with one voice, and its joint position was a legacy of the Liberal
Democrats in government. We are the only party to unequivocally
support the campaign to remain part of the European Union with
both Labour and the Conservatives split on the issue.

For more information see www.libdems.org.uk

Borough Councillor Wendy Rider
23 Orwell Close, Brickhill, Bedford MK41 7BQ
( 3032548 wendyrider41@gmail.com
Borough Councillor Charles Royden
St Mark’s Vicarage, Calder Rise,
Brickhill, Bedford MK41 7UY
( 3091758 charlesroyden@gmail.com

Chair of Brickhill Parish Council Mark Fitzpatrick
20 Nursery Gardens, Brickhill, Bedford MK41 8DU
( 3572598 mark.x.fitzpatrick@gmail.com

Brickhill
FOCUS
Team

Parish Councillors: See www.PuttingBrickhillFirst.com for full
details. Wendy Rider, Charles Royden & Mark Fitzpatrick as above
plus: Peter Blakeman( 3559528 pj.blakeman@btopenworld.com;
Linda Darbon( 3259628 lindadarbon@googlemail.com; Vince
Holloway( 2145338 vholloway1975@hotmail.co.uk; Ann Reeve
( 3432608 r_reeve1@sky.com; Corinne Royden( 3091758
corinneroyden@gmail.com;

Twitter
 @davethemayor

Facebook
davethemayor

Mayor of Bedford Borough Dave Hodgson
37 Kathie Road, Bedford MK42 0QJ
( 7186208 dave.hodgson@bedford.gov.uk

www.mayordave.org.uk
Mayor Dave Hodgson's Surgeries

Second Tuesday every month 4pm-6pm at Borough Hall
For an appointment ring 718620

FOCUS Team Advice Surgeries
Liberal Democrat Councillors Surgeries

Local Brickhill surgeries
Avon Drive shops: 10am, Saturdays 9th Jan & 6th Feb

Brickhill Drive shops: 10am, Saturdays 23rd Jan & 20th Feb

Bedford Central Library
Every Saturday, 11am-12noon.

If you have a grumble
please get in touch.

Can  you  help us?
Yes I would like to help by:

Delivering FOCUS in my street

Displaying a poster at election time

Making a donation

(to Bedford Liberal Democrats)

Joining the Liberal Democrats
Published & Promoted by Mark Fitzpatrick on behalf of The
Liberal Democrats all at 20 Nursery Gardens, Brickhill, Bedford
MK41 8DU

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Please return to:
Councillor Wendy Rider, 23 Orwell Close,
Brickhill, Bedford MK41 7BQ

Local Lib Dem Action
Your Lib Dem councillors have

reported fly tipping in Carron Road.

Cllrs Wendy Rider & Charles
Royden have put funds to
refurbish the Brickhill Drive
pond. They want to see if a

fountain could be installed to
stop it becoming stagnant.

Brickhill Community Safety Forum
The next meeting takes place on Thursday 14th January, 7pm-9pm,

Wren Room, St Mark’s Church Community Centre, Calder Rise.
There will be a speaker from Bedfordshire Victim Support, as well as

reports from councillors and other agencies. Do come along - all
residents are warmly welcome.


