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Tory Cuts Force Changes to
Bin Collections & Libraries

£24 million cut
 in the main

Government gran
t over 4 years

Unprecedented Government cuts to council funding are causing damage
to services right across the UK. In Bedford Borough the £24m cut in
funding is forcing reductions in services.

Mayor Dave Hodgson said “We’ve worked very hard over the last few
years to make savings that protect key frontline services. For instance
we have saved £1.4m a year on office costs by shutting many office
blocks and £2.9m a year on reducing senior management costs.
However, each year the funding cuts bite deeper still. We will continue to
reduce council running costs wherever we can, but we are forced by the
government’s persistent cuts to now make decisions we have
successfully avoided for the last few years.”

The cuts to council funding are just part of the picture, with a threat
hanging over services at Bedford Hospital and our local court service
already closed and moved to Luton.

Lib Dems say NO to Library Closures
Mayor Dave Hodgson and the Lib Dems have rejected any proposal to
close a single one of our local libraries.  Once shut they will never open
again.  The council is still looking at ways to save money in the library
service as a result of the government cuts in funding.  Residents have
told the council that reduced opening hours at all the libraries is better
than closing any of them altogether.  Across other parts of the country
340 libraries have already shut in the last 6 years.

Fortnightly Bin Collections
Lib Dems protected our weekly bin collections over the last few years,
when council after council have had to change to fortnightly collections.
Now over 75% of councils already have fortnightly collections. The
government funding to support weekly collections has ended and not
been replaced, and coupled with the general cuts to council funding, this
has meant that black-lidded bins will have to be collected fortnightly to
save half a million pounds a year.

Dave Hodgson said "I am furious about thegovernment's continued attacks on vital localservices for residents.  Let's be totally clear -these cuts in our towns and Borough would notbe happening if it wasn't for the concertedattacks on funding from the government."
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Rosemary & Michael  asked for
improvements to the Wentworth Drive

roundabout as part of the resurfacing work.

Cllr Charles Royden said: “We are disappointed at the lack of
support from Bedfordshire Police in dealing with the recent

encampments. The police failed to use S61 powers to move them
on when they had pitched on recreation areas in Brickhill,

depriving the local community of their use”. See
www.PuttingBrickhillFirst.com for more details.

Traveller Encampments

Work will start soon after to install a fountain once a power
connection has been put in, . Cllr Wendy Rider said: “The aim is
to help keep the pond aerated. It should look nicer and prevent
some of the occasional problems with smells from the pond”.

www.PuttingBrickhillFirst.com
www.PuttingBrickhillFirst.com


Money for ALL schools not
New Grammar Schools

New Energy Saving
LED Streetlights

GoodNews
You may have noticed that streetlights
are being replaced with new energy
saving LEDs – this will save around
£200,000 a year when finished.  The
streetlights that were structurally in
poor condition have been done first.
That is why it may look a bit haphazard
at present. However, other lights will
be converted right across Brickhill over
the next year and a half.

Cllr Wendy Rider said “This is a great
scheme, saving energy and money,
year after year”.

“The Conservative government is, in real
terms, cutting school funding* and plans for
more grammar schools are a waste of
money and a complete distraction. The
divisive grammar school system doesn’t
even raise standards and increase
opportunities for children. We must improve
all schools not just a few and fund schools
for all pupils not just a few.” said Cllr Henry
Vann, cabinet member for education on the
council.
“The Liberal Democrats are the party of education and opportunity for
all. We believe in an open, tolerant and united society and not the
rose tinted view of a few right wing Tories that wasn’t even in their
manifesto and belongs in another age.”

* Figures from the Institute
for Fiscal Studies
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Service. You can always opt out of communications at any time by contacting us or visiting www.libdems.org.uk/optout. For more information go to www.libdems.org.uk/privacy.
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Please return to:
Councillor Wendy Rider, 23 Orwell Close,
Brickhill, Bedford MK41 7BQ

If you have a grumble
please get in touch.

Mayor Dave Hodgson's Surgeries
Second Tuesday every month 4pm-6pm at Borough Hall

For an appointment ring 718620

FOCUS Team Advice Surgeries
Liberal Democrat Councillors Surgeries

Local Brickhill surgeries
Avon Drive shops: 10am, Saturdays 10th Dec & 7th Jan

Brickhill Drive shops: 10am, Saturdays 26th Nov & 24th Dec

Bedford Central Library
Every Saturday, 11am-12noon.

Chair of Brickhill Parish Council Mark Fitzpatrick
20 Nursery Gardens, Brickhill, Bedford MK41 8DU
( 3572598 mark.x.fitzpatrick@gmail.com

Brickhill
FOCUS
Team

Parish Councillors: See www.PuttingBrickhillFirst.com for full
details. Wendy Rider, Charles Royden & Mark Fitzpatrick as
above plus: Peter Blakeman ( 355952 8
pj.blakeman@btopenworld.com; James Cross ( 07490
3676078 james.cross@live.co.uk; Vince Holloway( 214533
8 vholloway1975@hotmail.co.uk; Ann Reeve ( 343260 8
r_reeve1@sky.com; Corinne Royden ( 309175 8
corinneroyden@gmail.com.
Mayor of Bedford Borough Dave Hodgson
37 Kathie Road, Bedford MK42 0QJ
( 7186208 dave.hodgson@bedford.gov.uk
     www.mayordave.org.uk

www.facebook.com/BrickhillFocus
Borough Councillor Wendy Rider

23 Orwell Close, Brickhill, Bedford MK41 7BQ.
( 3032548 wendyrider41@gmail.com
Borough Councillor Charles Royden

St Mark’s Vicarage, Calder Rise,
Brickhill, Bedford MK41 7UY

( 3091758 charlesroyden@gmail.com
www.PuttingBrickhillFirst.com

Twitter
 @davethemayor

Facebook
davethemayor

Welcome to Cllr James Cross

Cllr James Cross was elected in the recent by-election in the
East Ward of Brickhill Parish Council. Cllr Mark Fitzpatrick said:
“I welcome James to the parish council and to the Lib Dem team”.

New path to connect
Carron Road estate and
Woodlands Park
Borough Councillors Charles
Royden and Wendy Rider are
using their Ward Funds, with
support from Brickhill Parish
Council and Great Barford
Borough Councillors, to
replace the current mud path
with a proper path. In wet
conditions, the present path is
both messy and also slippery.

If you know of a local problem
and think we may be able to
help - please do get in touch.

Keep up-to-date with Brickhill Liberal Democrats on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/BrickhillFocus and on our main website,

www.PuttingBrickhillFirst.com


