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Our Services HOLY MASSES 

DAILY: Monday–Friday 8:00 AM  Eng. 

SATURDAY VIGIL:                        

  4:30 PM  English 

SUNDAY: 9:30 AM English  

& 11:30 AM Arabic/Aramaic/English                                                                                    

1st Sunday : 4:30 PM  

Rosario y la Misa en Español 

2nd Sunday: 4:30 PM 

Tagalog Mass     
 

1st SUNDAY 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM   

Youth Mass  

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

Saturday & Sunday   

all Masses are first come first serve.  

35% Capacity 

“I received your 
Baptism & Spirit,  
Body & Blood.” 

 “Fire, wind & 
floods will not 

touch me .” 

4th Sunday of Great Lent 
The Prodigal Son 

 Index     

Church Events       

Sunday of the Prodigal Son 

News from our Leaders 

Saint Rafqa 

The Prodigal Son 

Lebanese Behind Moderna Vaccine 

Beautiful Faces & Places 

Good Confession 

Filipino News 

Diary of Saint Faustina 

Advertisements  

Holy Mass Intentions 



Page 2 Good News for a change March 2021 

Let Us Keep God’s Temple Holy 

Today’s Gospel passage reminds us that Jesus 
Christ is God’s most holy temple. It  also 
reminds us of the sacredness not only of all 
places of worship but also of  every human 
being, especially those who have been 
baptized. We are God’s  temples because He 
has imprinted in us His most sacred image in 
creation, and  has consecrated us for His 
service at our baptism.  

We desecrate ourselves whenever we commit 
sin. And we desecrate others  when we fail to 
respect their dignity or lead them to commit 
sin. When this  happens, Jesus becomes even 
more indignant than when he drove the 
traders  out of the Temple area in Jerusalem.  

In this Eucharist, let us renew our 
commitment to keep all of God’s temples 
holy  in every way and at all times.  

READING:                                                                                                      

2 Corinthians 13:5-13  

GOSPEL: Luke 15:11-32  

4th  Sunday of Great Lent                        

The Prodigal Son 

There are three characters in this parable: the Father representing 

God, the older son-the Pharisee, but who is the younger son?  Is he 

the sinner or perhaps man?  The younger son wants freedom and 

thinks many times, that God takes it away and his presence has 

become a burden to him. 

But the prodical son returns.  Having become aware of his slavery, 

he takes the road back home.  The father sees him at a distance and 

runs out to meet him, throws his arms around him, kisses him, gives 

him a robe (a sign of honor), a ring (a sign of authority), and shoes 

(unlike slaves who do not have shoes).  And then they begin to 

celebrate his return home. 

But the older son, the one who obeyed with a closed heart and 

hand, has served in the hope of being rewarded, or at least, of being 

seen as superior to others, and so he is unable to welcome sinners 

or to participate in the feast of Christ because, in fact, he does not 

know how to love. 

But God the Father is with all of us in our experiences of good 

and evil.  Thanks to His only Son, Jesus, who represents the love 

of the Father who cared for the two sons.  The prophet Isaiah 

said: “Can a woman forget her baby, even if she were to forget, I 

shall not forget you” (Isaiah 49:15).  The Father who Isaiah calls 

“Mother” is Jesus who compares Himself to a mother, when He 

cries for Jerusalem saying: “How often have I wished to bring all 

of you together, just like a mother hen gathers her chickens 

under her wings”.                              Fr. Nadim Abou Zeid, MLM 

“I will get up and go                                    

to my Father                                          

and I will say to Him:                       

Father, I have sinned                          

against heaven                                       

&  before You.” (Lk 15:18) 
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OUR HOLY FATHER POPE FRANCIS 

program for Apostolic Visit to 

Iraq announced 

The Holy See's Press Office announces Pope Francis' schedule 
for his upcoming Apostolic Visit to Iraq from March 5 - 8. 

Pope Francis' Apostolic Visit to Iraq begins on Friday morning 

5 March when he departs from Rome and arrives at Baghdad 

International Airport in the afternoon. 

Official Welcome and Visit with Civil Authorities 

The official welcome ceremony will take place at the 

Presidential Palace in Baghdad followed by a courtesy visit to 

the President. Pope Francis will also meet with civil authorities 

and members of the Diplomatic Corps. 

Meeting with Priests and Religious 

As part of the schedule on Friday, the Pope will meet with 

Bishops, Priests, Religious, Consecrated Persons, Seminarians 

and Catechists at the Syro-Catholic Cathedral of Our Lady of 

Salvation in Baghdad. 

Visit to Najaf and Mass in Baghdad 

On Saturday, 6 March, Pope Francis will depart Baghdad for 

Najaf. Following a courtesy visit to the Grand Ayatollah Sayyid 

Ali Al-Husaymi Al-Sistani in Najaf, Pope Francis will fly to 

Nassirya for an interreligious meeting at the Plain of Ur. 

On his return to Baghdad in the afternoon, the Pope will 

celebrate Holy Mass at the Chaldean Cathedral of Saint Joseph 

in Baghdad. 

Cardinal Sandri invokes intercession  

of St Maron for Lebanon 

The Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches asks for 
the intercession of St Maron for crisis-hit Lebanon. 

On the occasion of the Feast of Saint Maron, patron of the Maronite 

Church, on February 9, Cardinal Leonardo Sandri, Prefect of the 

Congregation for the Oriental Churches, participated in a Divine 

Liturgy at the Church of the Pontifical Maronite College in Rome. 

At the end of the Liturgy, which was presided over by the Procurator 

of the Maronite Patriarch to the Holy See, Bishop Rafic El Warcha , 

the Argentinian prelate addressed the participants with a greeting 

speech in which he focused on the dramatic situation in Lebanon 

following the two terrible explosions which devastated Beirut on 

August 4. 

Solidarity in the aftermath of the explosion 

In his address, Cardinal Sandri remarked that in spite of the 

economic, social and political crisis which the Country was already 

facing before the disaster, Lebanese people have shown great 

solidarity, working hard - he said - to meet the needs of those most 

affected: to free the streets from the debris, give shelter to those left 

without a home, deliver foodstuff and clothes, repairing 

infrastructures. 

He also recalled the solidarity shown by the international 

community and especially of the Church around the world - and of 

the Holy See in particular. “With both words and charity, Pope 

Francis himself and Holy See and have been on the forefront”, he 

said. He remembered the numerous Pontiff’s appeals for Lebanon, 

including the one in his recent address to the Diplomatic Corps 

accredited to the Holy See, but also the many initiatives organized 

by the Church to help Lebanon get back on its feet again. 

Erbil and Mosul 

On Sunday morning, Pope Francis will depart for Erbil. 

On arrival at the airport, he will be welcomed by 

religious and civil authorities from the region of Iraqi 

Kurdistan before continuing his journey by helicopter to 

Mosul. While there, he will recite a prayer of sufferage 

for the victims of war at Hosh al-Bieaa (Church 

Square). 

Meeting with community in Qaraqosh 

The Pope will again take a helicopter to Qaraqosh 

where he will visit the Qaraqosh community at the 

Church of the Immaculate Conception. 

Holy Mass in Erbil 

In the afternoon, Pope Francis will return to Erbil where 

he will celebrate Holy Mass at the “Franso Hariri” 

stadium. Following the celebration, the Pope will depart 

for Baghdad. 

Departure 

After a farewell ceremony on Monday morning, Pope 

Francis will depart for Rome. He is expected to touch 

down at Rome’s Ciampino airport later in the day. 

The signs of a living Church 

Cardinal Sandri remarked that all these gestures are the sign “of a 

living Church that wants to live in the streets of the world by the 

side of her sons and daughters and all the men and women of 

good will, putting into practice the example of the Good 

Samaritan" to which the Holy Father pointed in his Encyclical 

Letter “Fratelli Tutti”. He noted that the capacity of the Lebanese 

people of different religions to live together makes the Country a 

witness of this message of fraternity.+ù 

Church, Lebanon and Lebanese diaspora entrusted to St Maron 

Recalling the history the Maronite Church, which has had to face 

many adversities to keep the faith alive, the Prefect finally 

entrusted the Church, Lebanon and the Lebanese diaspora to St. 

Maron. He asked for his intercession to “end to the suffering 

aggravated by the pandemic” and to enlighten the Lebanese 

leaders so that they set aside their personal interests and commit 

themselves to pursuing the good of the Country, as asked by 

Pope Francis. 

Political and economic crisis compounded by pandemic 

Lebanon is going through one in its worst political and economic 

crisis since the official ending of the civil war in 1990, with 

rising poverty, which has dramatically increased with the 

outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, while hosting some 1.5 

million refugees from war-torn Syria. Due to partisan interests, 

political leaders are yet to come to a final agreement on a new 

government, six months after the twin explosion at the port of 

Beirut that led to the resignation of Hassane Diab. On Monday, 

Maronite Patriarch Cardinal Beshara Raï appealed for an 

“international conference” under the aegis of the United Nations 

to end the paralysis, protect the Country’s sovereignty and 

guarantee some form of stability. 
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PRAYER FOR SAINT RAFQA 

 

We implore You Saint Rafqa,                                                                               

You who walked on our soil,                                                

among our oaks and rocks,                                       

who lived among your sisters, the nuns,                                                              

in Your monastery. 

Blessed Sister, daughter of our land and cedars,                                                    

we implore You to be our guiding light                                                               

and our example in bearing                                                          

the sufferings with love and joy. 

Saint Rafqa, our Patron and Sister,                                                                       

let peace reign in our country;                                                                    

sanctify our monasteries and churches;                                                             

grant Your visitors and those who ask for Your 

intercession  the graces that they need; cure sick 

people with Your blessed soil; comfort sad 

people; bless our children and young; raise our 

orphans; let our harvest be abundant;                                                                                    

let our homes be full of blessings;                                                                

let our work be prosperous; bless our workers;                                                   

feed hungry people; accompany our immigrants                                                       

to come back to their homeland; pray for dead 

people. 

Teach us dear sister,                                                                   

to pray like You did for Our Christ and Savior            

who made You share His sufferings                                                                                  

and imprinted His wounds on Your body                                                       

adding to them the sixth wound,                                                                        

and who made You a messenger                                               

of faith, joy and love. 

So that we thank the Virgin Mary                                                                       

and glorify with You the Father                                             

the Son and the Holy Spirit, forever. 

Amen.  

 * 29 June 1832 at Himlaya,  

Lebanon as Boutrossieh Ar-Rayes 

 

+ 23 March 1914 at the Convent of Saint 

Joseph, Grabta, Lebanon                                   

of natural causes 

 

Venerated : 11 February 1982                         

by Pope John Paul II 

 

Beatified : 17 November 1985                           

by Pope John Paul II 

 

Canonized : 10 June 2001                                 

by Pope John Paul II 

Patronage:                                          
against bodily ills,                                       
against sickness,                                                 

loss of parents, sick people, CANCER 

Representation :                                              
lily, purple rose 

Feast 
Day: 

March 
23 
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Meet The 8 Lebanese Behind The Moderna Vaccine 

The Lebanese government just honored a team of 8 Lebanese for their achievement and work in developing the Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccine. Here’s a little more about the Lebanese behind the vaccine: 

#8 Joyce Kfoury Sousa 

Moderna Quality Control 

Manager Joyce Kfoury Sousa is a 

graduate of Dartmouth, an Ivy 

League school in the United 

States. Afterward, she earned her 

MBA and MS from the University 

of Phoenix and then the 

University of Rhode Island 

respectively. She joined the 

Moderna team in October 2019. 

#1 Noubar Afeyan 

Lebanese-Armenian Noubar Afeyan is 

the co-founder and chairman of 

Moderna. Born in Beirut to parents of 

Armenian origin, Afeyan is proud of 

his Lebanese and Armenian heritage. 

He moved out of Lebanon due to the 

civil war and made a prosperous life in 

North America. As of June 2019 

his estimated net worth was about $583 million. 

He is the founder and CEO of Flagship Pioneering, a company that 

has helped develop over 100 scientific ventures, including 

Moderna. 

#2 Marcello Damiani 

Hailing from the northern Lebanese city of 

Tripoli, Marcello Damiani went on to 

become the Chief Digital & Operational 

Excellence Officer of Moderna. He is also a 

board member at Cellarity, a medical 

company founded by Flagship Pioneering. 

#3 Said Francis 

Hailing from the village of Miye Ou 

Miye in the Sidon district, Said Francis is 

the Senior Vice President for Business 

Development & Corporate Strategy at 

Moderna. 

In Lebanon, he studied at Lycee Nahr Ibrahim before enrolling in the 

world’s top university, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

(MIT). He later joined Harvard Business School where he got his 

MBA. He has been with Moderna for almost 8 years now. 

#4 Charbel Haber 

Senior Vice President for 

Regulatory Affairs at Moderna, 

Charbel Haber comes from the 

village of Bserrine in the Lebanese 

district of Aley. He secured his 

Ph.D. from John Hopkins 

University in 1999. He also has a 

Master of Public Health degree and 

an MBA. He joined Moderna in 

April 2020, at the peak of the 

pandemic. 

#5 François Nader 

Francois Nader serves as an Independent 

Board Director at Moderna. In Lebanon, he 

earned his French Doctorate in Medicine 

from the University of Saint Joseph (USJ). 

After leaving Lebanon at the age of 25, he 

continued his education in the United 

States, gaining his Physician Executive 

MBA from the University of Tennessee. 

#6 Monique Yoakim-Turk 

Director, Program and Alliance 

Management, at Moderna, Monique 

Yoakim-Turk hails from Lebanon’s capital 

Beirut. She was a student at Zahrat El-Ihsan 

High School before leaving for the U.S. 

After graduating from the University of Massachusetts Lowell, 

she went on to obtain her Ph.D. from Tufts University. 

She was awarded the post-doctoral “Individual National 

Research Service Award” from the National Institute of Health 

during her time as a post-doctoral fellow at Harvard Medical 

School. 

#7 Joe Sarkis 

Joe Sarkis is the Associate Director 

at Moderna. Before attending 

Harvard Business School, he studied 

in France where he achieved his 

Ph.D. in Biochemistry, Biophysics, 

and Molecular Biology. He joined 

Moderna in 2017. 
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Beautiful Faces & Places 

Congratulations to Giane Carlo & Krizia on the baptism of 
their son Giane Arniel in February 2021 

Congratulation to 
Ed & Samia Sako  

on their daughter’s  
engagement in 
February 2021 

On behalf of St. Sharbel Maronite  
Catholic Church, 

we offer our deepest Condolences to the 
Ghafari & Serhal families & their children &  

grandchildren for the loss of their  
beloved mother and grandmother  

Violette Ghafari 
who passed away In Las Vegas  

on February 2021  
 

May her dear soul rest in peace.+    
 

Father Nadim Abou Zeid  
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Filipino News 
500 years of Christianity in PH:  

Only 300 guests allowed physically in events 

The celebration of 500 years of Christianity in the Philippines, the 

Church’s biggest celebration in the country, would have only 300 

guests physically present in public events in April. 

The rest of what could be millions who would want to participate 

have to do it online, according to Church officials. 

Cebu Archbishop Jose Palma said the social media sites and the 

new website will continue to operate even after the end of the 

celebration of the 500 Years of Christianity (500 YOC). 

“While it is true that it is part of Plan B, these platforms are here to 

stay,” said Palma in a press statement on Tuesday (Feb. 2). “You 

can go to Church and when you go home, you can open social 

media and feel inspired by the reflections,” Palma said. 

Fr. Mhar Balili, secretary general of 500 YOC, said that if plans 

push through, there will only be 300 guests allowed to attend every 

public event related to the celebrations, including Mass and the 

reenactment of the First Baptism. 

Balili said the Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF) has actually allowed 

700 people who can attend events but for the safety of everyone, 

the Church has decided to allow only 500 people, which will 

include 300 guests and 200 staff members. 

Balili also said there are daily meetings with the local government 

unit and the IATF for updates on the preparations for 500 YOC. 

THE ARAB INFLUENCE IN THE PHILIPPINES 
About 200 years before the Spanish arrived in the 

Philippines, Arabs traded and settled in the 

Philippines. Arabs mostly colonized and influenced 

the island of Mindanao. In Mindanao, the Arab 

Muslims influenced and converted the indigenous 

people to Islam. Besides making Mindanao an Islamic 

and sacred island, the Arabs also introduced the 

sultanate form of government. In this type of 

government, a Sultan, is the main chief in charge. A 

Sultan gains his power, control and sovereignty 

through the number of followers he gains, rather than 

wealth.  

Archbishop Palma also said he is also regularly meeting with 

bishops from other parts of the country for the celebration. 

“I have explained to the bishops that as much as we want to invite 

everybody, but in case the COVID would worsen, I would tell 

them not to come,” Palma said. 

“But we are more hopeful and we are prepared and we are ready to 

execute the preparations given the possibilities,” he added. 

In addition, Arabs have some influence in numerous 

Filipino languages. Words such as apo(grandchild), 

alamat(legend), sulat(letter) and salamat(thank you), 

came from the Arabic language. Arabs also 

introduced the use of calendars to the Filipinos. Last 

but not least, Arabs improved the relationship 

between the Philippines and other Asian countries. 

Since Arabs colonized Mindanao, and were a 

powerful empire, the Arab empire was the center of 

commerce in Asia. 
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Station of the 

Cross every Friday  
 

6 pm in Arabic 

7 pm in English  

He first loved us. 
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In an Accident? 
THE BEAR CARES. 

Trust the 5-Star Firm  
Focused on YOU. 

CALL 24/7: 
702-602-HURT 

Gym/Physical Fitness Center  
Las Vegas  

(Come and Experience  
a five star gym) 

 

4525 W. Hacienda Ave. W-2 
Las Vegas, NV  

Call (702) 665-4115 

GOT A TRAFFIC TICKET?  
THINK PINK! CALL 702-TRAFFIC  

We go to court for you! 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 
Office Phone: 702.872.3342 

Office Address: 
4086 Spring Leaf Dr. 
Las Vegas, NV 89147 

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 401390 

Las Vegas, NV 89140 

tel:702-602-HURT
tel:702-602-HURT
tel:702-602-HURT
tel:702-602-HURT
tel:702-602-HURT


Page 12 Good News for a change March 2021 

DAILY 8AM 
MONDAY Mar 8 

*Filomena Contreras 

Healing: Mary Milewski 

 

TUESDAY Mar 9 

Healing: Mary Milewski 

  

WEDNESDAY Mar 10 

Healing: Mary Milewski 

+Jose Miranda 

+Edmuno Nepo 

  

THURSDAY Mar 11 

Healing: Mary Milewski 

 

FRIDAY Mar12 

Healing: Mary Milewski 

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS 

El Grupo Guadalupano  

de la Iglesia de San Charbel Te invita a que asistas a la                                                                                      

Misa y El Rosario que se  celebranel  primer domingo cada                                                                                                                                                                                                

mes comenzado,                                                                                                           

DIA: Domingo 7 de Marso          HORA: Rosario 4:30pm Misa  

DONDE: Iglesia Catolica de  San Charbel                                                                                                

10325 Rancho Destino Rd,                                                                                                                  

Las Vegas, NV 89183 

Despues de la Misa te invitamos a que nos acompañes a una pequeña 

recepcion  donde compartiremos: café, postres,  y bocadillos con todos los 

asistentes.   Si tienes alguna duda communicate con:                                                                                           

Oficina de la Iglesia 702-616-6902 

WEEKEND 

Saturday 4:30pm   

Mar 6 

+La Duca Family 

+Alfredo Delgado 
 

Sunday 9:30 am   

Mar 7 

+Sylvia M. Ronquillo 

Healing: Charley 

Dixon 
 

Sunday 11:30 am 

+Violette Ghafari 

 

5 pm Misa en 

Español 

Conversión de todos 

los pecadores del 

mundo 
PRAY   

FOR THE SICK 


