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St. Sharbel 
Pray for us! 

September 2019 

13th Sunday of  
the Glorious Pentecost 

Our Services HOLY MASSES 

DAILY: Monday – Friday 8:00 a.m.  English 

SATURDAY VIGIL: 4:30 p.m.  English 

SUNDAY: 9:30 a.m.  English                                                                                         

& 11:30 AM Arabic/Aramaic/English                                                                                    

1st Sunday : 4:30pm  

Rosario y la Misa en Español 

2nd Sunday: 4:30 pm 

Rosary & Tagalog Mass                                                                                                        

Sunday Catechism @ 8 am 

 (Classes are Sept – May) 

1st SUNDAY 9:30 a.m. & 11:30am   

Youth Mass  
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ABOUNA’S  MESSAGE    
“For whoever makes himself out to be great will be 

humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be raised.” 

Luke 14:11 
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He first loved us. 

September 2019 Page 2 

He first loved us. 

13h Sunday of Pentecost    

READING: 1 Corinthians 3:1-11 

GOSPEL: Luke 8:1-15  

A SOWER WENT OUT  

TO SOW HIS SEED. 

 

A farmer usually buys the best seed to plant 

in his fields.  He invests in good seeds.  So 

the sower in the parable, we believe, sows 

only good seeds.  In the same way, God 

plants nothing but goodness in our hearts.  It 

is up to us how to make that goodness grow 

and bear fruit.  True, there will be the thorns 

and rocks and birds of prey trying to eat us 

up.  But not all about us will be eaten.  There 

is enough good soil in us to allow God’s 

Word to grow.  We are good seeds, and God 

expects us to grow and live out God’s Word. 

PRAYER OF THE SOWER 
 

Heavenly Father,                                
thank You for giving us                            

faith in Jesus                                              
and making                                             

us Your children.                                         
Please always make us                              

grow in faith.                                            
Then we can live following You, 

serve You, and bring                                  
many other people                                       
to know about You                                  
and Your gift of life.                                       

We pray in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Archbishop Auza: Holy See Concerns About Situation in Middle East 

On July 25, Archbishop Bernardito Auza, Permanent Observer of 

the Holy See to the UN, gave an intervention during the Security 

Council Open Debate dedicated to The Middle East, including the 

Palestinian Question. The statement was delivered by Msgr. David 

Charters. 

In his statement, Archbishop Auza noted the ongoing violence in 

Gaza and the West Bank, as well as the distrust, dangerous rhetoric 

and extremist ideology that endanger both Palestinians and Israelis 

alike. Action, he said, is needed, particularly the care for 

Palestinian refugees as well as encouragement for both parties to 

return to negotiations. He noted the humanitarian situation in Syria 

and mentioned Pope Francis’ letter to President Assad about the 

situation in Idlib. He cited the worsening situation in Yemen and 

praised the July 15 Security Council Resolution (2481) to 

strengthen the implementation of the ceasefire and provide access 

to essential supplies. He said that Iraq offers some hope of 

reconciliation and reconstruction. 

The Archbishop’s Full Statement 

Mr. President, 

Last month in his briefing to the Security Council, the Special 

Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Nickolay 

Mladenov, noted a dangerous escalation of violence in Gaza as well 

as continued violence in the West Bank. Lack of unity on both sides 

as well as internal divisions is abetting an environment of distrust. 

Fueled by dangerous rhetoric and extremist ideology, this lack of 

trust can sadly and rapidly devolve into violent acts that put the 

lives of innocent Palestinians and Israelis alike at risk and 

negatively impact the tense wider region. Such a situation cannot 

permit this Open Debate to remain merely a rehearsal of well-

known facts and commentary on troubling setbacks and 

impediments to reaching the much sought after two-State solution 

within internationally recognized borders. It must lead to action. 

Mr. President, 

Through generous donations mainly by means of UNRWA, the 

international community continues to ensure that education, health 

care, and other basic services can be provided for Palestine 

refugees lest the situation on the ground becomes untenable. There 

is already high unemployment and limited prospects for the 

younger generations, alongside an ever-increasing demand for food 

and water. Yet while humanitarian and economic support remain 

vital for creating the environment for negotiations, they cannot 

replace negotiations. Political will and constructive dialogue are 

required to establish the conditions for lasting peace and a 

comprehensive and sustainable solution. An important contribution 

Member States can make at this time is to encourage parties to 

return to the negotiating table and offer them space and resources to 

commit to dialogue as protagonists of their own peaceful future, 

side by side. 

Mr. President, 

In our consideration of the Middle East, we cannot overlook the 

still unstable areas in Syria, where the risk of a worse humanitarian 

crisis remains high. We cannot be deaf to the cries of those lacking 

food, medical care, and schooling, or to those of orphans, widows 

and the wounded. Yesterday, in his letter to President Bachar El-

Assad, Pope Francis expressed his profound preoccupation for the 

humanitarian situation in Syria and, in particular, for the dramatic 

conditions faced by the civilian population in Idlib. He renewed his 

call for their protection and for the respect of international 

humanitarian law.  

The worsening humanitarian situation in Yemen is also a cause for 

grave concern, in particular when those most in need are deprived 

of food and medical attention. The Council’s unanimous adoption 

on July 15 of Resolution 2481 to renew the mandate of the United 

Nations Mission in Support of the Hodeidah Agreement was a 

needed step to strengthen the implementation of the ceasefire in 

the governorate and to facilitate access to provisions and essential 

supplies. There is a need for coherence, however. How can we 

make eloquent appeals for peace in the Middle East and even 

commit to humanitarian action while at the same time continuing 

to permit the sale of arms in the region? 

Mr. President, 

Iraq, after the unspeakable crimes that ISIL inflicted upon its 

population, especially members of religious and ethnic minorities, 

offers some hope as it moves forward along the way of 

reconciliation and reconstruction “through the peaceful and shared 

pursuit of the common good on the part of all elements of 

society.”1 In addition, it is essential that the international 

community continue to encourage and seek out every possible 

opportunity for negotiations and peaceful solutions to current 

crises in the Gulf region. 

Mr. President, 

This is a critical moment in which all countries of the region must 

not squander peaceful advances by falling back into hostilities 

sparked by the simmering conflicts of the regional powers. 2 

Rather it is essential to promote even more “dialogue for a culture 

of tolerance, acceptance of others and of living together 

peacefully; in this way, they can contribute significantly to 

reducing many economic, social, political and environmental 

problems that weigh so heavily on a large part of humanity.”  

3 I thank you for your kind attention. 

1 From the Address of his Holiness Pope Francis to the 

participants in the Reunion of Aid Agencies for the Oriental 

Churches (ROACO), 10 June 2019 

2 cf. idem. 

3 Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living 

Together, 4 February 2019 

Copyright © 2019 Permanent Observer 
Mission Of The Holy See To  

The United Nations 
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OUR HOLY FATHER POPE FRAncis ‘PLEAsEd’ FOR iniTiATivE TO PURsUE GOALs OF 

‘ dOcUmEnT On HUmAn FRATERniTY FOR WORLd PEAcE And LivinG TOGETHER’ 

With regard to the recent formation of a Higher Committee for 

achieving the goals contained in the Document on Human 

Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together, which he signed 

last February in the United Arab Emirates together with the Grand 

Imam of Al Azhar, His Holiness Pope Francis was pleased to learn 

of the initiative and has observed: “Although sadly evil, hatred, 

and division often make news, there is a hidden sea of goodness 

that is growing and leads us to hope in dialogue, reciprocal 

knowledge and the possibility of building, together with the 

followers of other religions and all men and women of goodwill, a 

world of fraternity and peace.” 

The Holy Father encourages the efforts of the Committee to 

spread knowledge of the Document; he thanks the United Arab 

Emirates for the concrete commitment shown on behalf of human 

fraternity and he expresses the hope that similar initiatives can 

spring up throughout the world. 

Pope Francis and the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar on February 4, 

2019, signed the Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace 

and Living Together. The signing following the Holy 

Father’s speech to the Global Conference on Human Fraternity in 

Abu Dhabi, a key element in the Holy Father’s February 3-5 

apostolic visit to the United Arab Emirates. 

 

“We cannot honor the Creator without cherishing the sacredness of 

every person and of every human life: each person is equally 

precious in the eyes of God, who does not look upon the human 

family with a preferential gaze that excludes, but with a 

benevolent gaze that includes,” the Holy Father said in that speech. 

“Thus, to recognize the same rights for every human being is to 

glorify the name of God on earth. In the name of God the Creator, 

therefore, every form of violence must be condemned without 

hesitation, because we gravely profane God’s name when we use it 

to justify hatred and violence against a brother or sister. No 

violence can be justified in the name of religion.” 

Pope Francis And 

The Grand Imam Of  

Al-Azhar On 

February 4, 2019, 

Signed The 

Document On 

“Human Fraternity 

For World Peace 

And Living 

Together.” © 

Vatican Media 

This papyrus contains the oldest Marian prayer known to date 

It is from the year 250, and is written in Greek. 

The earliest known Marian prayer, like the Gospels 

themselves, is written in Greek. That is why, in it, the 

Virgin Mary is called Θεοτοκος, “theotokos,” the 

“Birth-Giver of God,” “the Mother of God.” That in 

such early prayer the Virgin Mary is already referred 

to with this title is quite important, both from a 

historical and a theological standpoint. 

This prayer, as explained on Trisagion Film’s 

Website, was “found on a fragment of papyrus that 

dates all the way back to approximately AD 250,” 

only a couple of centuries after the death and 

resurrection of Christ, approximately a century 

before Constantine and the Edict of Milan but, more 

importantly, two centuries before the Third 

Ecumenical Council, the Council of Ephesus, in 

which the Virgin Mary was for the first time 

officially proclaimed “Mother of God,” Theotokos. 

In 1917, the John Rylands Library in Manchester, 

England, acquired a large panel of Egyptian papyrus, 

written in Koine Greek (the Mediterranean lingua 

franca in which the Gospels were written). The 

prayer is to be found in the fragment labeled number 

470, and it appears to be from a Coptic Christmas 

liturgy (maybe Christmas Vespers), although this 

fragment might also be a private copy of the prayer 

for personal use. 

 

 

The prayer reads: 

https://zenit.org/articles/abu-dhabi-historic-document-signed-by-pope-francis-and-grand-imam-of-al-azhar/
https://zenit.org/articles/abu-dhabi-pope-francis-address-to-interfaith-meeting-at-founders-memorial-full-text/
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Knights of Columbus Membership Drive @  
St. Sharbel Church  

 
The Knights of Columbus is the world’s largest Catholic Fraternal Organization with nearly 
2 million members worldwide. Members serve their parish and community while 
working each day to create a better world through charity. Since it’s founding in 1882 by 
the Venerable Servant of God, Father Michael McGivney, the order has donated over 
$1.5 Billion to charities here in the US and around the world. If you are looking to live out 
your faith in the spirit of charity by helping others, the Knight’s welcome you to join. In 

the pews are basic information for you to take home. God Bless. 

St. Sharbel Youth Group  
First Friday Fun!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Back by popular demand!! Let’s come together to make blankets for those 

in need. A simple and fun activity that will benefit someone else!! 

  

When: Friday Sept, 6 2019  

6 – 8 pm  

Where: St. Sharbel School  
 

What you need to bring:  

1)  2 pieces of fleece fabric that are each measuring at least 2 yards or more. 

You can choose two solid pieces - or - one solid and one print (like the 

example above). 

2) Also.. please bring scissors made for cutting fabric. Hope to see you all! 
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FESTIVAL NEWS 

FESTIVAL RAFFLE  
Last 12 years we had an overwhelming response to ticket purchases. We are 

committing to our raffle for 2019 Festival, considering this has proven to be the 

highest yielding and dependable fund raising initiative to cover the Festival cost. 

There will only be 300 tickets sold with a donation of $100 per ticket.  

 

 We are humbly asking that every family participate in this by purchasing at least 

one personal ticket per adult and help distributing to other family and friends.  

  

Multiple names (teams) may be sold on each ticket in whatever denominations 

you can afford.  

  

Please make all checks /Money orders to St. Sharbel Church with your ticket 

numbers in the note section. This purchase will be TAX DEDUCTIBLE.   

 

2019 Festival – Booth Rental  
We are currently accepting Booth Rental Application for the 2019 

festival. While we always strive to accommodate everyone, Sponsors 

of the festival get priority of booth space and therefore we cannot 

guarantee a booth space. Please submit your application before                   

September 15, 2019 to guarantee a space. Application located on the 

website LEBANESEAMERICANFESTIVAL.COM  

PLEASE DONATE  

CASES OF 16 OZ. 

BOTTLED WATER & 

SODA CANS 

for our Annual Festival. 



. 
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Good News for a change 

The Church has celebrated Mary's birth since at least the sixth century. A 

September birth was chosen because the Eastern Church begins its 

Church year with September. The September 8 date helped determine the 

date for the feast of the Immaculate Conception on December 8 (nine 

months earlier). Scripture does not give an account of Mary's birth. 

However, the apocryphal Protoevangelium of James fills in the gap. This 

work has no historical value, but it does reflect the development of 

Christian piety. According to this account, Anna and Joachim are 

infertile but pray for a child. They receive the promise of a child that will 

advance God's plan of salvation for the world. Such a story (like many 

biblical counterparts) stresses the special presence of God in Mary's life 

from the beginning.  

Birth of our Blessed Mother Mary (September 8) 

St. Augustine connects Mary's birth with 

Jesus' saving work. He tells the earth to 

rejoice and shine forth in the light of her 

birth. "She is the flower of the field from 

whom bloomed the precious lily of the 

valley. Through her birth the nature inherited 

from our first parents is changed." The 

opening prayer at Mass speaks of the birth of 

Mary's Son as the dawn of our salvation and 

asks for an increase of peace. 

POPE TO cHOiRs: ‘HELP cOmmUniTY sinG, dOn'T REPLAcE iTs vOicE' 

Pope Francis invites choirs and singers around the world to promote the Church community’s 

participation and prayer during liturgical celebrations, rather than replacing its voice 

“You have awoken the Vatican!” 

With those joyful words, Pope Francis expressed his 

appreciation for the musical art shown by participants 

in the 3rd International Meeting of Choirs, during a 

Saturday audience in the Paul VI Hall. 

“Your music and song are truly an instrument of 

evangelization to the extent that you bear witness to 

the depth of the Word of God, which touches 

people’s hearts, and to the extent that you assist in the 

celebration of the Sacraments, in particular the Holy 

Eucharist, allowing us to perceive the beauty of 

Paradise.” 

Some 7,000 musicians and singers are participating 

in the Meeting of Choirs, a three-day event organized 

by the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the 

New Evangelization. 

 

 

Liturgical animators 

The Pope encouraged the choristers to continue 

giving voice to the emotions that lie at the heart of 

the Church community. 

“Music and song can often make certain moments 

unique in a person’s life, because they become a 

precious memory that has marked their lives.” 
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Community Life  

ST SHARBEL YOUTH FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM 

@STSHARBELYOUTHLASVEGAS (Ages 10 – 20)  

While the Olympics were going on in the Brazilian city 

of Rio, there was an alleged miracle of the Host turning 

into the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ in another 

Brazilian city of Tangará da Serra. 

This incident which happened in the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus parish in Tangará da Serra on Sunday, August 14th 

went viral on social media. One account has it that it 

happened during the Holy Hour when people were 

praying in front of Our LORD Jesus Christ while another 

version of the story has it that it happened during Mass. 

RECENT EUCHARISTIC MIRACLE IN BRAZIL: HOST TURNS 

INTO BODY AND BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST 

The second account said the Priest placed a consecrated 

host in a chalice with the Precious Blood, drank the 

Precious Blood, and when he finished noticed something 

strange: the host had stuck to the side of the chalice, and on 

it appeared the face of Jesus. Other various stories being 

passed around are saying the host was or is bleeding, or that 

it had turned to flesh. 

These images have widely circulated and from the images 

above, this must have happened during the Holy Hour. 

There is no official Church claim in this as a Eucharistic 

miracle yet, there must be proper investigation before the 

Church can authoritatively proclaim this as a Eucharistic 

miracle. 

1. TUESDAY:  With Fr. Nadim @ 6PM we will have the Rosary & Benediction 

blessing with the healing oil of St. Sharbel. All are welcome. 

2. MONTHLY SPANISH MASS: Sunday, September 1st at 5:00 pm & Rosary 

at 4:30 PM. 

3. GOD OUR FATHER DEVOTIONS Sunday, September 1st after the 9:30 

Mass. All are welcome 

4. MONTHLY TAGALOG MASS 5:00 PM: Sunday, September 8th @ 5 pm & 

Rosary at 4.30pm. 
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FILIPINO NEWS 
Ilongga nun from Molo on path to sainthood 

Ilongga nun Maria Beatriz del Rosario Arroyo, known fondly as 

Madre Sayong or Mother Rosario, is another step closer to 

sainthood. 

Madre Sayong, born in Molo district on Feb. 17, 1884 and died on 

June 14, 1957, was the founder of the congregation Dominican 

Sisters of the Most Holy Rosary and a great grandaunt of First 

Gentleman Mike Arroyo. 

Early this month without much fanfare, Pope Francis declared “the 

heroic virtues of the Servant of God Rosario of the Visitation” 

nearly 10 years after then Jaro Archbishop Angel Lagdameo issued 

an edict initiating the diocesan process for the “Cause of the 

Canonization of the Servant of God Mother Rosario Arroyo de la 

Visitacion.” 

With the Pope’s recent move, Madre Sayong is granted the title 

“Venerable”. The next stage in her “cause” would be beatification, 

followed ultimately by canonization. 

With several miracles attributed to her, this relative by affinity of 

former president Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo could be the country’s 

next saint. 

The Philippines currently has two saints in the Catholic Church – 

San Lorenzo Ruiz de Manila and San Pedro Calungsod. 

The canonization process for Mother Rosario formally started on 

Oct. 7, 2009 at the St. Anne Church in Molo where she was 

baptized. 

Mother Rosario was a daughter of wealthy couple Ignacio Arroyo 

and Doña Maria Pidal but at an early age, she chose the austere 

life of the convent. She died of heart failure and was buried at the 

Molo cemetery but in 1975, her body was exhumed to be 

transferred to a crypt at the congregation’s motherhouse on 

Avanceña Street, Molo. 

When her coffin was opened, Mother Rosario’s body was still 

intact. After people rushed to touch her, however, it deteriorated. 

Mother Rosario had two brothers. Jose Arroyo became a senator 

representing Iloilo in 1919 while Mariano Arroyo became the 

governor of Iloilo in 1928. 

Senator Arroyo and spouse Jesusa Lacson from Negros Occidental 

had seven children, one of whom was Ignacio Arroyo (father of 

former First Gentleman Mike Arroyo). 

 

 

MIRACLES 

Testimonies of favors granted upon Mother Rosario’s intercession 

included that of a third year high school student of the Sacred 

Heart Academy in Zarraga, Iloilo. She was admitted in a hospital 

for continually vomiting, fever and weakness. 

The girl remembered the prayer for Mother Rosario in times of 

illness. While gasping and weakening, she prayed and recovered 

even before she took her medications. 

Another documented testimony of cure was that of a woman 

named Prescilla of Barangay Tabuc Suba, Jaro district whose 

daughter Roselyn, an overseas Filipino worker in Cyprus, suffered 

from intracranial tumor. 

 

Roselyn was hospitalized for three days in Cyprus in June 2009 

before she was sent home. 

On July 20 of that year, she was admitted at the Intensive Care 

Unit of the Western Visayas Medical Center. Without financial 

means, she was operated for free and after a while, her family was 

told to pray to Mother Rosario. They did just that day and 

night.  After a while, Roselyn fully recovered. 

 

The Mother Rosario Arroyo Commission spearheaded the formal 

opening of the canonization process in 2009. 

 

In his edict, then Jaro Archbishop Lagdameo called on anyone 

who may have useful information regarding the cause for Mother 

Rosario’s canonization to bring such documents, materials or 

information to his attention. 

 

HOLY LIFE 

Mother Rosario made her religious profession at the Congregation 

of the Dominican Sisters of Sta. Catalina of Siena in Manila. 

Later, she founded the Congregation of the Dominican Sisters of 

the Most Holy Rosary in Molo upon the encouragement and 

financial assistance of her parents. 

 

She also donated her inheritance to the Congregation and lived a 

life detached from worldly goods. 

During her life, she distinguished herself as an ardent devotee of 

the Eucharist, the Blessed Sacrament and the Virgin Mary. 

 

Then Archbishop Lagdameo said the diocesan process of 

canonization was being initiated after consultations with the Holy 

See, bishops and the faithful of the archdiocese, and after having 

verified the existence of the widespread sanctity enjoyed by 

Mother Rosario Arroyo in life and even after her death. 

 

As a religious, Mother Arroyo set an example of the observance of 

the vows, and mirrored the virtues of purity and innocence, deep 

simplicity, profound humility, and ardent love for the poor, the 

sick and the needy.  

Maria Beatriz del Rosario Arroyo 
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WEEKEND 

 

Saturday 4:30pm Aug 31 

+Stella Elidas Maletych  

 

Sunday 9:30am Sept 1 

Evangelizers of the World 

 

Sunday 11:30 am 

Unborn Babies  

 

Sunday 4:30 pm  Spanish 

Misioneros cristianos del 

Mundo 

DAILY 8AM 

 

MONDAY  Sept 2 

Tim Coulter   

 

TUESDAY Sept 3 

+*Dennis Villar 

 

WEDNESDAY Sept 4 

Lisette DaSilva  

 

THURSDAY Sept 5 

Children & Youth of  

the World 

 

FRIDAY Sept 6 

+Edgardo Tapawan 

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS 

PRAY  

FOR THE SICK 

 El Grupo Guadalupano de la                            

Iglesia  de San Charbel                                                                   

Te invita a que asistas a la Misa                          

y El Rosario  que se celebran el            

primer domingo cada mes                                   

comenzado,                                                                     

DIA: Domingo 1 de Setiembre del 2019                        

HORA: Rosario 4:30 pm Misa                                      

DONDE: Iglesia Catolica de San Charbel                                                     

10325 Rancho Destino Rd,                                             

Las Vegas, NV 89183 

Despues de la Misa te invitamos a que nos 

acompañes a una pequeña recepcion donde 

compartiremos: café, postres,  y bocadillos 

con todos los asistentes. 

Si tienes alguna duda communicate con:                                                           

Oficina de la Iglesia 702-616-6902 


