
Family connections, and giving back

Peter Seligman’s family has some history at Baycrest.

Both of his grandmothers lived their final years here. He organized a Bike for 
Baycrest ride that predated the current Barrie to Baycrest (B2B) fundraiser, 
participated in 17 of the 20 B2B rides – and he’s one of the top 10 B2B fundraisers.  
He was both the chair of the young leadership group and sat on the board of the 
Baycrest Foundation for a number of years. 

His relationship with Baycrest became even more poignant in December 2014 when 
his mother Fran died at age 90 in Palliative Care, and when his father Sam was 
being treated for heart failure six months later and requested to go to Baycrest, 
where he died at age 93 in June 2015.

“Baycrest has been very kind and caring to me and my family. The Palliative Care Team was exceptionally 
supportive.  My parents lived well, but they died well. I was holding my father when he died – he was in my 
arms, it was a real blessing. In my family, there were no unsaid ‘I love yous.’”

Fran and Sam lived an extremely full life, as reflected on their headstone which reads: “Do not weep. We have 
loved and been loved. A lifetime of family, friends, adventure, laughter and dance – together for 70 years.”

Peter is a strong supporter of the Palliative Care Team and he wants to 
inspire others to be generous to causes they believe in. “To move forward, 
you have to give back,” he said.

Gifts to the Peter, Fran & Sam and Eva & Irving Seligman Family Palliative 
Care Fund have an immediate impact on care and services in the Shirley 
and Philip Granovsky Palliative Care Unit.

Peter Seligman, 59, has also written Baycrest into his will with a promised 
bequest of $100,000.

And now, his children have joined him in the B2B fundraiser, adding up to 
– so far – four generations of family involvement at Baycrest, with the next 
generation due in June.

Peter Seligman, top left, with his children 
on a recent family vacation.

Sam and Fran Seligman.
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