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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
 

 
We are dwarfs astride the shoulders of giants.  
We master their wisdom and move beyond it.  

Due to their wisdom we grow wise  
and are able to say all that we say,  

but not because we are greater than they. 
                                 - Isaiah di Trani ben Mali 

 
In 1956, Earl Nightingale released a sound recording called The Strangest 
Secret. In researching The Strangest Secret and using it for guidance, I soon 
learned that Nightingale, in turn, was inspired by Napoleon Hill’s book, 
Think and Grow Rich. Nightingale became fixated around the concept that 
we become what we think about. And, as a kind of underline to his 
belief, his recording about the importance of setting goals became the 
first spoken-word record to reach gold record acclaim. 

Earl Nightingale was stirred by Napoleon Hill. Napoleon Hill was 
encouraged by industrialist and philanthropist Andrew Carnegie. Andrew 
Carnegie was stimulated by the writings of philosopher and sociologist 
Herbert Spencer. And the list of giants relying on each other goes on and 
on.	  

You will find a generous amount of quotes within the pages of this 
book—sayings from some of the most important, impactful, and wise 
people the world has ever known. These are passages that I personally 
have used to propel me forward, arouse my interests, and prompt me 
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into action. Let them work their spell on you. I suggest you take the ones 
that speak to you, copy them to little notes, sprinkle them about your 
home and office, and let them continually surprise you into a new way of 
thinking. 

In keeping with the tradition of standing on the shoulders of giants, I 
offer you . . .  

The Most Magical Secret 
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AN INTRODUCTION 
 

 
I want to be with those who know secret things or else alone. 

- Rainer Maria Rilke 
 
 
This is a book of Magic.  

It is also an act of Magic.  

It is a book whose pages are filled with Magic. 

What you are about to read has been kept closely guarded for a long 
time. 

After all, it’s brimming with secrets; secrets that should not be divulged 
indiscriminately. These are the kinds of secrets that are best revealed 
slowly and for maximum effect. They are the kinds of secrets that have 
practical use and deliver striking results. These are secrets I treasure, and 
I’ve chosen to share them with you so that you can do the same. 

Inside there are secrets that need to be handled with care because that’s 
how you want to be treated. With care. 

You’re not going to find the prestidigitation kind of Magic.  

I’m not going to teach you how to make an elephant disappear or how to 
float a car in midair or how to saw a lady in half or even how to do card 
tricks.  It’s not about that kind of Magic. 
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You’re not going to find anything mysterious or supernatural. 

I’m not going to get you to the point of finally knowing what you want to 
obtain and then banish you to a life of merely wishing and waiting and 
hoping for it to happen when some outside force deems it’s the right 
time. It’s not that kind of Magic, either. 

What you’re holding is my system for enjoying consistent success by 
knowing and thinking and acting like a Magician. This book is about the 
magical secret I’ve learned for actively living an ecstatic life. It’s about the 
Magic of abundance and self-confidence and intention. It’s about 
learning and applying the practical habits that escape most people; the 
patterns, practices, and techniques that have provided me with a life of 
my dreams and which baffle most people because they cannot or choose 
not to explain it. I’m even going to share some ideas with you about 
responding potently rather than reacting passively to a world that will 
inevitably throw you a surprise or two. 

When I first chose to write this, I did what most Magicians do: I thought 
about you, the reader. What would I need to say and do to grab your 
attention? You see, if I can hold your attention, I can entertain you. If I 
can entertain you, I can then enthrall you. If I can enthrall you, I can 
share what’s in your heart for a moment. In that moment of connection, 
I can ultimately lure you to action. This is, in the end, a book tempting 
you to be involved in your own life and I will show you how to do just 
that.  

Magic is not simply about knowing secrets. Magic is about doing 
something with what the secrets reveal. In this book, you’re going to 
learn pragmatic, hard-hitting suggestions to: 

Finally discover what you really want to achieve. 

Get incredibly focused on the goals that you need to manifest. 

Continually push you forward towards your dreams. 

Transform you and the world around you.  

I’m going to show you a system of Magic that I know you can use in your 
own profound and powerful and amazing way.  
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You will find this book and my suggestions “to the point.” That’s what I 
think the worth of Magic really is, by the way. It helps you get to a point. 
A point in time. A point in your life. A point in someone else’s time and 
life. Maybe it just helps you to have a point in the first place, for far too 
many of us have allowed ourselves to live pointless lives. 

This book, for me, was always meant to be about liberation. That’s now 
what I want for you. I want you to be free of other people’s rules. I want 
you to be free of other people’s expectations. I want you to be free to 
live a life of delight and the best way for me to help you is through the 
Magic contained in these pages. 

In these pages is the Magic of believing, of confidence, of delight, and of 
deep knowing. 

May your life always be filled with such Magic. – Scott Grossberg  
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CHAPTER ONE 
THE MEANING OF MAGIC 

The moment you doubt whether you can fly, 
You cease forever to be able to do it. 

  - J.M. Barrie 
 
I’m going to share with you the most magical secret. I’m going to show 
you how to have an ecstatic life, delight-filled experiences, and a joyous 
existence. Before I do these things I must first define what Magic is so 
we understand and appreciate what we’re going to create together. I 
suppose I should warn you ahead of time that author Tom Robbins is 
correct when he wrote: “Using words to describe magic is like using a 
screwdriver to cut roast beef.”  

With that in mind, the best explanation I have found comes from the 
Persian poet, Rumi: 

Magic makes a straw a mountain by artifice;  
again, it weaves a mountain like a straw.  
It makes ugly things beautiful by means of sleight;  
it makes beautiful things ugly by means of opinion.  
The work of magic is this,  
that it breathes and at every breath transforms realities. 
 
So, how do we transform our realities? 
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We transform our realities by knowing who we are and understanding 
what we know. Magicians don’t just have beliefs—they have a deep-
down-in-the-gut self-comprehension. When you have self-knowledge, 
you have energy and self-confidence. And when you have that energy 
and self-confidence, you have Magic. 

We change our world by appreciating that what we want and what we 
create are not necessarily the same thing. All of it will change from time to 
time despite your best efforts. Still, you know that you’re responsible for 
the whole mess in the end. When you’re able to have an outcome 
without holding onto it, when you understand that everything that 
happens to you is because—ultimately and at a foundational level—you 
have asked for it to appear, only then do you have the Magic. 

We reinvent our circumstances by persisting in our visions and by being 
engrossed in our desired outcome even when others say such purpose 
and resolve and intent is hopeless, impractical, not the real world, and 
even unacceptable. When you have faith in yourself and trust in yourself 
and certainty in your dreams, you have the elements of Magic that this 
book will show you how to combine in order to transform everything. 

Erin Morgenstern, in her wondrous book, The Night Circus, wrote: 

“’This is not magic. This is the way the world is, only very few people 
take the time to stop and note it. Look around you,’ he says, waving a 
hand at the surrounding tables. ‘Not a one of them even has an inkling of 
the things that are possible in this world, and what’s worse is that none of 
them would listen if you attempted to enlighten them. They want to 
believe that magic is nothing but clever deception, because to think it real 
would keep them up at night, afraid of their own existence.’” 

In those words is the reason most people see and feel and experience so 
little Magic, if any at all, in the world and in themselves. Most have 
drifted away and estranged themselves from Magic. They think it’s 
something called “growing up,” or worse, “acting like an adult.” They 
live habitual and robotic lives so much so that they’ve stopped defying 
the impossible. Instead, they have convinced themselves that there is 
something normal about waking up, coping with daily difficulties, and 
then calling it a good day if they survive.  
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They’ve forgotten the thrill and the joy and the rapture of ignoring 
misbegotten rules, snubbing unoriginal thoughts, and waging war against 
soul-destroying opinions. 

Think about this for a moment. 

The majority of people copy the failure of others. 

There are more than 7,000,000,000 people in the world.  

Most of them would rather be somewhere else, be with someone else, 
and be something else. 

Most of them are afraid of change. So they stay where they are, how they 
are, and who they’re with. 

But transformation is what Magic is all about. 

Most people think it impressive if they can keep up with their peers, if 
they can follow instructions from someone else, if they can be like-
minded with their friends and co-workers, if they can “fly below the 
radar,” and if they can softly and safely belong to some type of group or 
tribe or clan or family unit.  

But being unusual and being discontent and being a maverick and being 
strange and being an individual are the hallmarks of Magic. 

We strive and strain, reach out and rack out brains, climb ladders of 
success and clamber over rivals. And then, one day, we succeed in getting 
to where we wanted to be. We finally make it. As if part of the Jerry 
Leiber and Mike Stoller “Is That All There Is?” song, we look around 
and wonder what was so important and significant in the first place. 
Because we forgot, or never learned, how to enjoy the Magic of the 
chase.  

We forgot that how we’re playing the game is the real Magic. 

Why? Why do we do these things? 

We copy failure. 
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APPENDIX—
RECOMMENDED READING 
 
 

Illusions - The Adventures of a Reluctant Messiah (Richard Bach) 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B008IU9ZXW 

“Remember where you came from, where you’re going, and why you created 
the mess you got yourself into in the first place. You’re going to die a horrible 
death, remember. It’s all good training, and you’ll enjoy it more if you keep 
the facts in mind. Take your dying with some seriousness, however. Laughing 
on the way to your execution is not generally understood by less-advanced life-
forms, and they’ll call you crazy.”  

Jonathan Livingston Seagull: The New Complete Edition (Richard 
Bach) 

www.amazon.com/dp/B00FNVSK1M 

“Jonathan Seagull discovered that boredom and fear and anger are the 
reasons that a gull’s life is so short, and with those gone from his thought, he 
lived a long fine life indeed.”  
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The Champion’s Mind (Jim Afremow) 

www.amazon.com/dp/1623361486 

“Excellence can be achieved only today—not yesterday or tomorrow, because 
they do not exist in the present moment. Today is the only day you have to 
flex your talents and maximize your enjoyment. Your challenge is to win in 
all aspects of life. To reach that goal, you need to set yourself up for success by 
winning one day at a time. Procrastination is no match for a champion.”  

Zen in the Martial Arts (Joe Hymans) 

www.amazon.com/dp/B003IS764O 

“A man who has attained mastery of an art reveals it in his every action.”  

A Course in Miracles (Helen Schucman) 

www.amazon.com/dp/1883360250 

“When you meet anyone, remember it is a holy encounter. As you see him you will 
see yourself. As you treat him you will treat yourself. As you think of him you 
will think of yourself. Never forget this, for in him you will find yourself or lose 
yourself.” 

In the Shadow of the Shaman (Amber Wolfe) 

www.amazon.com/dp/0875428886 

“We are mapmakers charting our own path. The path of the shaman leads us in 
and out of the chaos of pure Nature energies—a collage of elements spinning 
around us. For a moment in time this collage of chaos crystalizes into a clear 
vision. We chart our experiences and take our bearings. We travel on, just as the 
shamans of old.” 

Creative Visualization - Use the Power of Your Imagination to 
Create What You Want in Your Life (Shakti Gawain) 

www.amazon.com/dp/1577312295 

“Every moment of your life is infinitely creative and the universe is endlessly 
bountiful. Just put forth a clear enough request, and everything your heart truly 
desires must come to you.”  
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The Last Word on Power - Executive Invention for Leaders Who 
Must Make the Impossible Happen (Tracy Goss) 

www.amazon.com/dp/B003XVYLHQ 

“The new master paradigm that you are about to invent is rooted in a particular 
type of declaration: a declaration of possibility. A powerful declaration of 
possibility can move the forces that alter the world. From the moment it is spoken, 
this declaration lays the groundwork for action in a new realm: a specific realm of 
possibility, which you define, that did not previously exist as possible. The new 
realm of possibility you declare is founded solely on your stand for that 
possibility—without precedent, argument, or proof. Said another way: A 
declaration of possibility brings ‘what is not’ into existence as a possibility.” 

Way of the Peaceful Warrior: A Book That Changes Lives (Dan 
Millman) 

www.amazon.com/dp/1932073256 

“Wake up! Wake up! Soon the person you believe you are will die - so now, 
wake up and be content with this knowledge: there is no need to search; 
achievement leads to nowhere. It makes no difference at all, so just be happy now! 
Love is the only reality of the world, because it is all ONE, you see. And the only 
laws are paradox, humor, and change. There is no problem, never was, and never 
will be. Release your struggle, let go of your mind, throw away your concerns, and 
relax into the world. No need to resist life; just do your best. Open your eyes and 
see that you are for more than you imagine. you are the world, you are the 
universe; you are yourself and everyone else too! It’s all the marvelous Play of God. 
Wake up, regain your humor. Don’t worry, just be happy. You are already free!”  

War as I Knew It (George S. Patton) 

www.amazon.com/dp/0395735297 

“A man must know his destiny . . . if he does not recognize it, then he is lost. By 
this I mean, once, twice, or at the very most, three times, fate will reach out and 
tap a man on the shoulder… if he has the imagination, he will turn around and 
fate will point out to him what fork in the road he should take, if he has the guts, 
he will take it.”  

 

COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL. SOME PAGES ARE OMITTED FROM THIS EXCLUSIVE PREVIEW.



 

	  

A NOTE OF THANKS 
 

I owe a great deal of gratitude to the people who provided their time, 
energy, enthusiasm, and expertise so that this book is a magical 
experience for you. Thank you to Ruben Padilla, The Narrative Strategist, 
who has been my cheerleader and confidant and who has championed 
this project from its inception. Paul Green has been a gentle voice of 
reason, a cherished mentor, and a loving guide as this book developed. 
Thank you for being such a great friend. Uri Geller—who single-
handedly mystified an entire world—reached across the pond to share his 
support and his own, personal excitement with me. What a thrill! My 
friend, Richard Webster, took time away from his own world-changing 
and creative work to provide his help, skillful thoughts and artful 
suggestions. The care and kindness he always provides are evident within 
these pages. Kevin Roberts of Saatchi & Saatchi and Brian Sweeney of 
SweeneyVesty together provided some incredible encouragement. Erin 
Cronk and Denise Schwob proofread and edited and commented in ways 
that were truly magical. Of course, there’s a long list of family members 
and friends who have supported my work, in general, and this book, in 
particular, as it made its way into your hands but I want to specially thank 
Kelli Maroney, Sabine Howard, Gabe Abelson, Zita Ost, Daniel Ulin, 
Tim Fillmore, Dean White, and Greg Bennick for being the safe places 
and safe people to share with. Each of you brings something special to 
my life and your collective generosity is amazing. My mother, Syd 
Darnell, is the reason you’re reading any of this. She brought me into the 
world, nurtured me, and still loves me unconditionally. If you ever get a 
chance to meet her you will find that she has an elf-twinkle in her eyes 
and I have no doubt she will help you, as she did me, see the magic in 
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everything. Of course, there’s my wife, Carolyn, who has, yet again, 
endured the emotional roller coaster that comes with the birth of a new 
project: the initial excitement, the uncertainty whether there was 
something in all this that should be seen at all, the transformation that 
takes place in all writers as they finish the first draft, the happiness and 
unsettling feelings that come with feedback from others, the sleepless 
nights, the labor pains, and then that sigh of relief and joy and 
excitement. Each and every one of you has been an integral part of this 
book and my own growth, change, improvement, and success. - SG 
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A NOTE ON THE AUTHOR 
 
 

Scott Grossberg is hired to make individuals and businesses more 
positive, more powerful, and more productive. He works with others to 
take their lives and their dreams of success in incredible new directions. 
There is a reason why some of the largest and most respected businesses 
in the world have put their trust in him. Scott’s lectures and workshops 
have directly impacted thousands of people around the world. He is one 

of the founding partners of the AV-rated, California law firm of 
Cihigoyenetche, Grossberg & Clouse. Scott is a member of the National 
Speakers Association, the Academy of Magical Arts (the Magic Castle in 
Hollywood), the International Brotherhood of Magicians, the Psychic 

Entertainers Association, and the British Society of Mystery Performers. 
He lives in Southern California. 

 
scottgrossberg.com 

scottgrossberg.wordpress.com 
facebook.com/scottgrossberg 

@sgrossberg 
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THE MAGIC I WANT TO CREATE 
(a page for notes that will change my life) 

⌘
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