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                       Handout 1B 

The Church from 100 to 300 AD 
 

First Letter of Clement (circa 95 AD) 

CH. 1:  SALUTATION & PRAISE FOR THE CORINTHIANS 

BEFORE SCHISM BROKE FORTH AMONG THEM. --- The 

Church of God which sojourns at Rome, to the Church of God 

sojourning at Corinth, to those who are called and sanctified by the 

will of God, through our Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you, and peace, 

from Almighty God through Jesus Christ, be multiplied.                                      

 Owing, dear brethren, to the sudden and successive calamitous 

events which have happened to ourselves, we feel that we have been 

somewhat tardy in turning our attention to the points respecting 

which you consulted us; and especially to that shameful and 

detestable sedition, utterly abhorrent to the elect of God, which a 

few rash and self-confident persons have kindled to such a pitch of 

frenzy, that your venerable and illustrious name, worthy to be 

universally loved, has suffered grievous injury. For whoever dwelt 

even for a short time among you, and did not find your faith to be as 

fruitful of virtue as it was firmly established? Who did not admire 

the sobriety and moderation of your godliness in Christ? Who did 

not proclaim the magnificence of your habitual hospitality? And 

who did not rejoice over your perfect and well-grounded 

knowledge? For you did all things without respect of persons, and 

walked in the commandments of God, being obedient to those who 

had the rule over you, and giving all fitting honor to the presbyters 

among you. You enjoined young men to be of a sober and serious 

mind; you instructed your wives to do all things with a blameless, 

becoming, and pure conscience, loving their husbands as in duty 

bound; and you taught them that, living in the rule of obedience, 

they should manage their household affairs becomingly, and be in 

every respect marked by discretion.  

CH. 3:  THE SAD STATE OF THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH 

AFTER SEDITION AROSE IN IT FROM ENVY AND 

EMULATION. --- Every kind of honor and happiness was bestowed 

upon you, and then was fulfilled that which is written, "My beloved 

ate and drink, and was enlarged and became fat, and kicked." Hence 

flowed emulation and envy, strife and sedition, persecution and 

disorder, war and captivity. So the worthless rose up against the 

honored, those of no reputation against such as were renowned, the 

foolish against the wise, the young against those advanced in years. 

For this reason righteousness and peace are now far departed from 

you, inasmuch as everyone abandons the fear of God, and has 

become blind in his faith, neither walks in the ordinances of His 

appointment, nor acts a part becoming a Christian, but walks after 

his own wicked lusts, resuming the practice of an unrighteous and 

ungodly envy, by which death itself entered into the world.  

CH. 5:  EVILS HAVE ARISEN FROM THE SAME SOURCE IN 

THE MOST RECENT TIMES; THE MARTYRDOM OF PETER 

AND PAUL. --- But not to dwell upon ancient examples, let us 

come to the most recent spiritual heroes. Let us take the noble 

examples furnished in our own generation. Through envy and 

jealousy, the greatest and most righteous pillars [of the Church] have 

been persecuted and put to death. Let us set before our eyes the 

illustrious apostles. Peter, through unrighteous envy, endured not 

one or two, but numerous labors, and when he had finally suffered 

martyrdom, departed to the place of glory due to him. Owing to 

envy, Paul also obtained the reward of patient endurance, after being 

seven times thrown into captivity, compelled to flee, and stoned. 

After preaching both in the east and west, he gained the illustrious 

reputation due to his faith, having taught righteousness to the whole 

world, and come to the extreme limit of the west, and suffered 

martyrdom under the prefects. Thus was he removed from the world, 

and went into the holy place, having proved himself a striking 

example of patience.  

CH. 7:  AN EXHORTATION TO REPENTANCE. --- These things 

we write to you, not merely to admonish you of your duty, but also 

to remind ourselves. For we are struggling in the same arena, and the 

same conflict is assigned to both of us. So let us give up vain and 

fruitless cares, and approach the glorious and venerable rule of our 

holy calling. Let us attend to what is good, pleasing, and acceptable 

in the sight of Him who formed us. Let us look steadfastly to the 

blood of Christ, and see how precious that blood is to God, which, 

having been shed for our salvation, has set the grace of repentance 

before the whole world. 

CH. 38:  LET THE MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH SUBMIT 

THEMSELVES, AND NO ONE EXALT HIMSELF ABOVE 

ANOTHER. --- Let our whole body, then, be preserved in Christ 

Jesus; and let everyone be subject to his neighbor, according to the 

special gift bestowed upon him. Let the strong not despise the weak, 

and let the weak show respect to the strong. Let the rich man provide 

for the wants of the poor; and let the poor man bless God, because 

He has given him one by whom his need may be supplied. Let the 

wise man display his wisdom, not by [mere] words, but through 

good deeds.  

CH. 40: LET US PRESERVE IN THE CHURCH THE ORDER 

APPOINTED BY GOD. --- It behooves us to do all things in [their 

proper] order, which the Lord has commanded us to perform at 

stated times. He has enjoined offerings [to be presented] and service 

to be performed [to Him], and that not thoughtlessly or irregularly, 

but at the appointed times and hours. Where and by whom He 

desires these things to be done, He Himself has fixed by His own 

supreme will, in order that all things being piously done according to 

His good pleasure, may be acceptable to Him. Those, therefore, who 

present their offerings at the appointed times, are accepted and 

blessed; for inasmuch as they follow the laws of the Lord, they sin 

not. For his own peculiar services are assigned to the high priest, and 

their own proper place is prescribed to the priests, and their own 

special ministrations devolve on the Levites. The layman is bound 

by the laws that pertain to laymen.  

CH. 42:  THE ORDER OF MINISTERS IN THE CHURCH. --- The 

apostles have preached the Gospel to us from the Lord Jesus Christ; 

Jesus Christ [has done so] from God. Christ therefore was sent forth 

by God, and the apostles by Christ. Both these appointments, then, 

were made in an orderly way, according to the will of God. Having 

therefore received their orders, and being fully assured by the 
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resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, and established in the word of 

God, with full assurance of the Holy Spirit, they went forth 

proclaiming that the kingdom of God was at hand. And thus 

preaching through countries and cities, they appointed the first-fruits 

[of their labors], having first proved them by the Spirit, to be bishops 

and deacons of those who should afterwards believe.  

CH. 44:  THE ORDINANCES OF THE APOSTLES, THAT 

THERE MIGHT BE NO CONTENTION RESPECTING THE 

OFFICES OF LEADERSHIP IN THE CHURCH. --- Our apostles 

also knew, through our Lord Jesus Christ, that there would be strife 

on account of the office of the episcopate. For this reason, therefore, 

they appointed those [ministers] already mentioned, and afterwards 

gave instructions, that when these should fall asleep, other approved 

men should succeed them in their ministry. We are of opinion, 

therefore, that those appointed by them, or afterwards by other 

eminent men, with the consent of the whole Church, and who have 

blamelessly served the flock of Christ in a humble, peaceable, and 

disinterested spirit, and have for a long time possessed the good 

opinion of all, cannot be justly dismissed from the ministry. For our 

sin will not be small, if we eject from the episcopate those who have 

blamelessly and holily fulfilled its duties. Blessed are those 

presbyters who, having finished their course before now, have 

obtained a fruitful and perfect departure [from this world]; for they 

have no fear lest anyone deprive them of the place now appointed 

them. But we see that you have removed some men of excellent 

behavior from the ministry, which they fulfilled blamelessly and 

with honor.  

CH. 46:  LET US CLEAVE TO THE RIGHTEOUS: YOUR 

STRIFE IS PERNICIOUS. --- Why are there strifes, and tumults, 

and divisions, and schisms, and wars among you? Have we not [all] 

one God and one Christ? Is there not one Spirit of grace poured out 

upon us? And have we not one calling in Christ? Why do we divide 

and tear to pieces the members of Christ, and raise up strife against 

our own body, and have reached such a height of madness as to 

forget that "we are members one of another?" Remember the words 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, how He said, "Woe to that man [by whom 

offences come]! It were better for him that he had never been born, 

than that he should cast a stumbling-block before one of my elect. 

Yea, it were better for him that a millstone should be hung about [his 

neck], and he should be sunk in the depths of the sea, than that he 

should cast a stumbling-block before one of my little ones.” Your 

schism has subverted [the faith of] many, has discouraged many, has 

given rise to doubt in many, and has caused grief to us all. And still 

your sedition continues.  

CH. 47:  YOUR RECENT DISCORD IS WORSE THAN THE 

FORMER WHICH TOOK PLACE IN THE TIMES OF PAUL. --- 

Take up the epistle of the blessed Apostle Paul. What did he write to 

you at the time when the Gospel first began to be preached?  Truly, 

under the inspiration of the Spirit, he wrote to you concerning 

himself, and Cephas, and Apollos, because even then parties had 

been formed among you.  It is disgraceful, beloved, yea, highly 

disgraceful, and unworthy of your Christian profession, that such a 

thing should be heard of as that the most steadfast and ancient 

Church of the Corinthians should, on account of one or two persons, 

engage in sedition against its presbyters. And this rumor has reached 

not only us, but those also who are unconnected with us; so that, 

through your infatuation, the name of the Lord is blasphemed, while 

danger is also brought upon yourselves.  

CH. 57 -- LET THE AUTHORS OF SEDITION SUBMIT 

THEMSELVES. --- You therefore, who laid the foundation of this 

sedition, submit yourselves to the presbyters, and receive correction 

so as to repent, bending the knees of your hearts. Learn to be subject, 

laying aside the proud and arrogant self-confidence of your tongue. 

For it is better for you that you should occupy a humble but 

honorable place in the flock of Christ, than that, being highly 

exalted, you should be cast out from the hope of His people.  

 

Letter of Ignatius to Ephesians (105 AD) 
 
Ignatius, who is also called Theophorus, to the Church which is at 

Ephesus, in Asia, deservedly most happy, being blessed in the 

greatness and fullness of God the Father, and predestinated before 

the beginning of time, that it should be always for an enduring and 

unchangeable glory, being united and elected through the true 

passion by the will of the Father, and Jesus Christ, our God: 

Abundant happiness through Jesus Christ, and His undefiled grace.  

CH. 1:  PRAISE OF THE EPHESIANS. --- On hearing that I came 

bound from Syria for the common name and hope, trusting through 

your prayers to be permitted to fight with beasts at Rome, that so by 

martyrdom I may indeed become the disciple of Him "who gave 

Himself for us," [ye hastened to see me]. I received, therefore, your 

whole multitude in the name of God, through Onesimus, a man of 

inexpressible love, and your bishop in the flesh, whom I pray you by 

Jesus Christ to love, and that you would all seek to be like him. And 

blessed be He who has granted unto you, being worthy, to obtain 

such an excellent bishop.  

CH. 2:  CONGRATULATIONS AND ENTREATIES. --- May I 

always have joy of you, if indeed I be worthy of it. It is therefore 

befitting that you should in every way glorify Jesus Christ, who has 

glorified you, that by a unanimous obedience "you may be perfectly 

joined together in the same mind, and in the same judgment, and 

may all speak the same thing concerning the same thing," and that, 

being subject to the bishop and the presbytery, you may in all 

respects be sanctified.  

CH. 5:  THE PRAISE OF UNITY. --- For if I in this brief space of 

time, have enjoyed such fellowship with your bishop, how much 

more do I reckon you happy who are so joined to him as the Church 

is to Jesus Christ, and as Jesus Christ is to the Father, so that all 

things may agree in unity! Let no man deceive himself: if anyone be 

not within the altar, he is deprived of the bread of God. For if the 

prayer of one or two possesses such power, how much more that of 

the bishop and the whole Church! He, therefore, that does not 

assemble with the Church, has even by this manifested his pride, and 

condemned himself.  Let us be careful, then, not to set ourselves in 

opposition to the bishop, in order that we may be subject to God.  

CH. 7:  BEWARE OF FALSE TEACHERS. --- For some are in the 

habit of carrying about the name [of Jesus Christ] in wicked guile, 

while yet they practice things unworthy of God, whom you must flee 

as you would wild beasts.  There is one Physician who is possessed 

both of flesh and spirit; both made and not made; God existing in 

flesh; true life in death; both of Mary and of God; first possible and 

then impossible, even Jesus Christ our Lord.  

CH. 21:  CONCLUSION. --- Remember me, as Jesus Christ also 

remembered you. Pray you for the Church which is in Syria, whence 

I am led bound to Rome, being the last of the faithful who are there, 
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even as I have been thought worthy to be chosen to show forth the 

honor of God. Farewell in God the Father, and in Jesus Christ, our 

hope.  

 

Letter of Ignatius to Magnesians (105 AD) 
 
Ignatius, who is also called Theophorus, to the [Church] blessed in 

the grace of God the Father, in Jesus Christ our Savior, in whom I 

salute the Church which is at Magnesia, near the Moeander, and 

wish it abundance of happiness in God the father, and in Jesus 

Christ.  

CH. 6:  PRESERVE HARMONY. --- I exhort you to do all things 

with a divine harmony, while your bishop presides in the place of 

God, and your presbyters in the place of the assembly of the 

apostles, along with your deacons, who are most dear to me, and are 

entrusted with the ministry of Jesus Christ, who was with the Father 

before the beginning of time, and in the end was revealed.  Let 

nothing exist among you that may divide you; but be you united 

with your bishop, and those that preside over you, as a type and 

evidence of your immortality.  

Letter of Ignatius to Trallians (105 AD) 
 
Ignatius, who is also called Theophorus, to the holy Church which is 

at Tralles, in Asia, beloved of God, the Father of Jesus Christ, elect, 

and worthy of God, possessing peace through the flesh, and blood, 

and passion of Jesus Christ, who is our hope, through our rising 

again to Him.  

CH. 9:  REFERENCE TO THE HISTORY OF CHRIST. --- Stop 

your ears, therefore, when any one speaks to you at variance with 

Jesus Christ, who was descended from David, and was also of Mary; 

who was truly born, and did eat and drink. He was truly persecuted 

under Pontius Pilate; He was truly crucified, and [truly] died, in the 

sight of beings in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth. He was 

also truly raised from the dead, His Father quickening Him, even as 

after the same manner His Father will so raise up us who believe in 

Him by Christ Jesus, apart from whom we do not possess the true 

life.  

Letter of Ignatius to Romans (105 AD) 
 
Ignatius, who is also called Theophorus, to the Church which has 

obtained mercy, which also presides in the place of the Romans, 

worthy of God, worthy of honor, worthy of the highest happiness, 

worthy of praise, worthy of obtaining her every desire, worthy of 

being deemed holy, and which presides over love: [I wish] 

abundance of happiness, in Jesus Christ our God.  

CH. 3:  PRAY RATHER THAT I MAY ATTAIN TO 

MARTYRDOM. --- You have never envied anyone; you have taught 

others.  Now I desire that those things may be confirmed [by your 

conduct], which in your instructions you enjoin [on others]. Only 

request on my behalf both inward and outward strength, that I may 

not only speak, but [truly] will, so that I may not merely be called a 

Christian, but really found to be one.  

CH. 4:  ALLOW ME TO FALL A PREY TO THE WILD BEASTS. 

--- I write to all the Churches, and impress on them all, that I shall 

willingly die for God, unless you hinder me. I beseech of you not to 

show an unseasonable goodwill towards me. Suffer me to become 

food for the wild beasts, through whose instrumentality it will be 

granted me to attain to God. I am the wheat of God, and am ground 

by the teeth of the wild beasts, that I may be found the pure bread of 

God.  I do not, as Peter and Paul, issue commandments unto you. 

They were apostles of Jesus Christ, but I am the very least [of 

believers]: they were free, as the servants of God; while I am, even 

until now, a servant. But when I suffer, I shall be the freedman of 

Jesus Christ, and shall rise again emancipated in Him.  

CH. 7:  REASON OF DESIRING TO DIE. --- I have no delight in 

corruptible food, nor in the pleasures of this life. I desire the bread of 

God, the heavenly bread, the bread of life, which is the flesh of Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God, who became afterwards of the seed of David 

and Abraham; and I desire the drink of God, namely His blood, 

which is incorruptible love and eternal life.  

 

Letter of Ignatius to Philadelphians (105 AD) 

CH. 4:  HAVE BUT ONE EUCHARIST. --- Take heed, then, to 

have but one Eucharist. For there is one flesh of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, and one cup to [show forth] the unity of His blood; one altar; 

as there is one bishop, along with the presbytery and deacons, my 

fellow-servants: that so, whatsoever you do, you may do it according 

to [the will of] God.  

Letter of Ignatius to Smyrnaeans (105 AD) 

CH. 1:  THANKS TO GOD FOR YOUR FAITH. --- I glorify God, 

even Jesus Christ, who has given you such wisdom. For I have 

observed that you are perfected in an immoveable faith, as if you 

were nailed to the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, both in the flesh 

and in the spirit, and are established in love through the blood of 

Christ, being fully persuaded with respect to our Lord, that He was 

truly of the seed of David according to the flesh, and the Son of God 

according to the will and power of God; that He was truly born of a 

virgin, was baptized by John, in order that all righteousness might be 

fulfilled by Him; and was truly, under Pontius Pilate and Herod the 

tetrarch, nailed [to the cross] for us in His flesh.  

CH. 6:  UNBELIEVERS IN THE BLOOD OF CHRIST SHALL BE 

CONDEMNED. --- …But consider those who are of a different 

opinion with respect to the grace of Christ which has come unto us, 

how opposed they are to the will of God. They have no regard for 

love; no care for the widow, or the orphan, or the oppressed; of the 

bond, or of the free; of the hungry, or of the thirsty.  They abstain 

from the Eucharist and from prayer, because they confess not the 

Eucharist to be the flesh of our Savior Jesus Christ, which suffered 

for our sins, and which the Father, of His goodness, raised up again.  

CH. 8:  LET NOTHING BE DONE WITHOUT THE BISHOP. --- 

See that you all follow the bishop, even as Jesus Christ does the 

Father, and the presbytery as you would the apostles; and reverence 

the deacons, as being the institution of God. Let no man do anything 

connected with the Church without the bishop. Let that be deemed a 

proper Eucharist, which is [administered] either by the bishop, or by 

one to whom he has entrusted it. Wherever the bishop shall appear, 

there let the multitude [of the people] also be; even as, wherever 

Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church.  It is not lawful 

without the bishop either to baptize or to celebrate a love-feast; but 

whatsoever he shall approve of, that is also pleasing to God, so that 

everything that is done may be secure and valid.  
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Letter of Polycarp to Philippians (120 AD) 
 
Polycarp, and the presbyters with him, to the Church of God 

sojourning at Philippi: Mercy to you, and peace from God Almighty, 

and from the Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior, be multiplied.  

CH. 1:  PRAISE OF THE PHILIPPIANS. --- I have greatly rejoiced 

with you in our Lord Jesus Christ, because you have followed the 

example of true love [as displayed by God], and have accompanied, 

as became you, those who were bound in chains, the fitting 

ornaments of saints, and which are indeed the diadems of the true 

elect of God and our Lord; and because the strong root of your faith, 

spoken of in days long gone by, endures even until now, and brings 

forth fruit to our Lord Jesus Christ,. 

CH. 3:  EXPRESSIONS OR PERSONAL UNWORTHINESS. --

Neither I, nor any other such one, can come up to the wisdom of the 

blessed and glorified Paul.  He, when among you, accurately and 

steadfastly taught the word of truth in the presence of those who 

were then alive.  And when absent from you, he wrote you a letter, 

which, if you carefully study, you will find to be the means of 

building you up in that faith which has been given you. 

CH. 6:  THE DUTIES OF PRESBYTERS AND OTHERS. --- And 

let the presbyters be compassionate and merciful to all, bringing 

back those that wander, visiting all the sick, and not neglecting the 

widow, the orphan, or the poor, not severe in judgment, as knowing 

that we are all under a debt of sin. If then we entreat the Lord to 

forgive us, we ought also ourselves to forgive. 

CH. 7:  AVOID THE DOCETAE, AND PERSEVERE IN 

FASTING AND PRAYER. --- "For whosoever does not confess that 

Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, is antichrist;" and whosoever 

does not confess the testimony of the cross, is of the devil; and 

whosoever perverts the oracles of the Lord to his own lusts, and says 

that there is neither a resurrection nor a judgment, he is the first-born 

of Satan. Wherefore, forsaking the vanity of many, and their false 

doctrines, let us return to the word which has been handed down to 

us from the beginning. 

CH. 13:  CONCERNING THE TRANSMISSION OF EPISTLES. --

- The Epistles of Ignatius written by him to us, and all the rest [of his 

Epistles] which we have by us, we have sent to you, as you 

requested. They are subjoined to this Epistle, and by them you may 

be greatly profited; for they treat of faith and patience, and all things 

that tend to edification in our Lord.  

 

The Didache (120 AD) 
 
Chapter 1.  In the congregation (in church) thou shall confess thy 

transgressions, and thou shall not come to thy prayer (or, place of 

prayer) with an evil conscience.  This is the way of life.  

Chapter 7. Concerning Baptism. And concerning baptism, baptize 

this way: Having first said all these things, baptize into the name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, in living water. 

But if you have no living water, baptize into other water; and if you 

cannot do so in cold water, do so in warm. But if you have neither, 

pour out water three times upon the head into the name of Father and 

Son and Holy Spirit. But before the baptism let the baptizer fast, and 

the baptized, and whoever else can; but you shall order the baptized 

to fast one or two days before.  

Chapter 8. Fasting and Prayer (the Lord's Prayer).  Let not your 

fasts be with the hypocrites.  Fast on the fourth day and the 

Preparation (Friday). Do not pray like the hypocrites, but rather as 

the Lord commanded in His Gospel, like this: “Our Father who art in 

heaven…”  Pray this three times each day.  

Chapter 9. The Eucharist. Now concerning the Eucharist, give 

thanks this way. First, concerning the cup: “We thank thee, our 

Father, for the holy vine of David Thy servant, which You made 

known to us through Jesus Thy Servant; to Thee be the glory for 

ever..”  And concerning the broken bread: “We thank Thee, our 

Father, for the life and knowledge which You made known to us 

through Jesus Thy Servant; to Thee be the glory for ever. Even as 

this broken bread was scattered over the hills, and was gathered 

together and became one, so let Thy Church be gathered together 

from the ends of the earth into Thy kingdom; for Thine is the glory 

and the power through Jesus Christ for ever…”  But let no one eat or 

drink of your Eucharist, unless they have been baptized into the 

name of the Lord; for concerning this also the Lord has said, "Give 

not that which is holy to the dogs."  

Chapter 10. Prayer after Communion. But after you are filled, 

give thanks this way: “We thank Thee, holy Father, for Thy holy 

name which You did cause to tabernacle in our hearts, and for the 

knowledge and faith and immortality, which You made known to us 

through Jesus Thy Servant; to Thee be the glory forever. Thou, 

Master almighty, did create all things for Thy name's sake; You gave 

food and drink to men for enjoyment, that they might give thanks to 

Thee; but to us You did freely give spiritual food and drink and life 

eternal through Thy Servant. Before all things we thank Thee that 

You are mighty; to Thee be the glory forever. Remember, Lord, Thy 

Church, to deliver it from all evil and to make it perfect in Thy love, 

and gather it from the four winds, sanctified for Thy kingdom which 

Thou have prepared for it; for Thine is the power and the glory 

forever. Let grace come, and let this world pass away. Hosanna to 

the God (Son) of David! If anyone is holy, let him come; if anyone 

is not so, let him repent. Maranatha. Amen.”  But permit the 

prophets to make Thanksgiving as much as they desire.  

Chapter 11.  Whosoever then comes and teaches you all the things 

aforesaid, receive him.  But if the teacher himself being perverted 

teaches another teaching to the destruction of this, hear him not, but 

if he teaches to the increase of righteousness and the knowledge of 

the Lord, receive him as the Lord.                                        Let 

every Apostle that comes to you be received as the Lord.  But he 

shall not remain longer than one day; and, if need be, another day 

also; but if he remain three days he is a false prophet. And when the 

Apostle departs, let him take nothing except bread, enough till he 

reaches his lodging. But if he asks for money, he is a false prophet.  

And every prophet who speaks in the spirit you shall not try or 

prove; for every sin shall be forgiven, but this sin shall not be 

forgiven.                                                                                           

 Not everyone that speaks in the spirit is a Prophet, but only if he 

has the behavior (the ways) of the Lord. By their behavior then shall 

the false prophet and the true Prophet be known.  And every Prophet 

who teaches the truth if he does not practice what he teaches, is a 

false prophet. But whosoever says in the spirit: Give me money or 

any other thing, you shall not listen to him; but if he bids you to give 

for others that lack, let no one judge him.  
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Chapter 13.  But every true Prophet who wishes to settle among 

you is worthy of his food (or, support). Likewise a true Teacher is 

himself worthy, like the workman, of his food. But if ye have no 

Prophet, give to the poor.  

Chapter 14. Christian Assembly on the Lord's Day. But every 

Lord's day gather yourselves together, and break bread, and give 

thanksgiving after having confessed your transgressions, that your 

sacrifice may be pure. But let no one who is at odds with his fellow 

come together with you, until they be reconciled, that your sacrifice 

may not be profaned.  

Chapter 15.  Elect therefore for yourselves Bishops and Deacons 

worthy of the Lord, men meek, and not lovers of money, and 

truthful, and approved; for they too minister to you the ministry of 

the Prophets and Teachers.  Therefore despise them not, for they are 

those that are the honored among you with the Prophets and 

Teachers. 

Justin’s First Apology (circa 150 AD) 

CH. 61 -- CHRISTIAN BAPTISM.    I will also relate the manner in 

which we dedicated ourselves to God when we had been made new 

through Christ; lest, if we omit this, we seem to be unfair in the 

explanation we are making. As many as are persuaded and believe 

that what we teach and say is true, and undertake to be able to live 

accordingly, are instructed to pray and to entreat God with fasting, 

for the remission of their sins that are past, we praying and fasting 

with them. Then they are brought by us where there is water, and are 

regenerated in the same manner in which we were ourselves 

regenerated. For, in the name of God, the Father and Lord of the 

universe, and of our Savior Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Spirit, they 

then receive the washing with water. For Christ also said, "Except 

you be born again, you shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 

Now, that it is impossible for those who have once been born to 

enter into their mothers' wombs, is manifest to all…. 

…And for this [rite] we have learned from the apostles this reason. 

Since at our birth we were born without our own knowledge or 

choice, by our parents coming together, and were brought up in bad 

habits and wicked training; in order that we may not remain the 

children of necessity and of ignorance, but may become the children 

of choice and knowledge, and may obtain in the water the remission 

of sins formerly committed, there is pronounced over him who 

chooses to be born again, and has repented of his sins, the name of 

God the Father and Lord of the universe; he who leads to the layer 

the person that is to be washed calling him by this name alone. For 

no one can utter the name of the ineffable God; and if any one dare 

to say that there is a name, he raves with a hopeless madness. And 

this washing is called illumination, because they who learn these 

things are illuminated in their understandings. And in the name of 

Jesus Christ, who was crucified under Pontius Pilate, and in the 

name of the Holy Ghost, who through the prophets foretold all 

things about Jesus, he who is illuminated is washed.  

CH. 65 -- ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS.    But 

we, after we have thus washed him who has been convinced and has 

assented to our teaching, bring him to the place where those who are 

called brethren are assembled, in order that we may offer hearty 

prayers in common for ourselves and for the baptized [illuminated] 

person, and for all others in every place, that we may be counted 

worthy, now that we have learned the truth, by our works also to be 

found good citizens and keepers of the commandments, so that we 

may be saved with an everlasting salvation. Having ended the 

prayers, we salute one another with a kiss. There is then brought to 

the president of the brethren bread and a cup of wine mixed with 

water; and he taking them, gives praise and glory to the Father of the 

universe, through the name of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, and 

offers thanks at considerable length for our being counted worthy to 

receive these things at His hands. And when he has concluded the 

prayers and thanksgivings, all the people present express their assent 

by saying Amen. This word Amen answers in the Hebrew language 

to “so be it”. And when the president has given thanks, and all the 

people have expressed their assent, those who are called by us 

deacons give to each of those present to partake of the bread and 

wine mixed with water over which the thanksgiving was 

pronounced, and to those who are absent they carry away a portion.  

CH. 66 -- OF THE EUCHARIST.    And this food is called among 

us Eukaristia [the Eucharist], of which no one is allowed to partake 

but the man who believes that the things which we teach are true, 

and who has been washed with the washing that is for the remission 

of sins, and unto regeneration, and who is so living as Christ has 

enjoined. For not as common bread and common drink do we 

receive these; but in like manner as Jesus Christ our Savior, having 

been made flesh by the Word of God, had both flesh and blood for 

our salvation, so likewise have we been taught that the food which is 

blessed by the prayer of His word, and from which our blood and 

flesh by transmutation are nourished, is the flesh and blood of that 

Jesus who was made flesh. For the apostles, in the memoirs 

composed by them, which are called Gospels, have thus delivered 

unto us what was enjoined upon them; that Jesus took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, said, "Do this in remembrance of Me, 

this is My body;" and that, after the same manner, having taken the 

cup and given thanks, He said, "This is My blood;" and gave it to 

them alone. Which the wicked devils have imitated in the mysteries 

of Mithras, commanding the same thing to be done. For, that bread 

and a cup of water are placed with certain incantations in the mystic 

rites of one who is being initiated, you either know or can learn.  

CH. 67 -- WEEKLY WORSHIP OF THE CHRISTIANS.    And we 

afterwards continually remind each other of these things. And the 

wealthy among us help the needy; and we always keep together; and 

for all things wherewith we are supplied, we bless the Maker of all 

through His Son Jesus Christ, and through the Holy Ghost. And on 

the day called Sunday, all who live in cities or in the country gather 

together to one place, and the memoirs of the apostles or the writings 

of the prophets are read, as long as time permits; then, when the 

reader has ceased, the president verbally instructs, and exhorts to the 

imitation of these good things. Then we all rise together and pray, 

and, as we before said, when our prayer is ended, bread and wine 

and water are brought, and the president in like manner offers 

prayers and thanksgivings, according to his ability, and the people 

assent, saying Amen; and there is a distribution to each, and a 

participation of that over which thanks have been given, and to those 

who are absent a portion is sent by the deacons. And they who are 

well to do, and willing, give what each thinks fit; and what is 

collected is deposited with the president, who succors the orphans 

and widows and those who, through sickness or any other cause, are 

in want, and those who are in bonds and the strangers sojourning 

among us, and in a word takes care of all who are in need. But 

Sunday is the day on which we all hold our common assembly, 

because it is the first day on which God, having wrought a change in 

the darkness and matter, made the world; and Jesus Christ our Savior 

on the same day rose from the dead. For He was crucified on the day 

before that of Saturn (Saturday); and on the day after that of Saturn, 
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which is the day of the Sun, having appeared to His apostles and 

disciples, He taught them these things, which we have submitted to 

you also for your consideration.  

The Gospel of Thomas (circa 150 AD) 

These are the secret sayings which the living Jesus spoke and which 

Didymos Judas Thomas wrote down.  

(1) And he said, "Whoever finds the interpretation of these sayings 

will not experience death."  

(2) Jesus said, "Let him who seeks continue seeking until he finds. 

When he finds, he will become troubled. When he becomes 

troubled, he will be astonished, and he will rule over the All."  

(3) Jesus said, "If those who lead you say to you, 'See, the kingdom 

is in the sky,' then the birds of the sky will precede you. If they say 

to you, 'It is in the sea,' then the fish will precede you. Rather, the 

kingdom is inside of you, and it is outside of you. When you come 

to know yourselves, then you will become known, and you will 

realize that it is you who are the sons of the living father. But if you 

will not know yourselves, you dwell in poverty and it is you who are 

that poverty."  

(4) Jesus said, "The man old in days will not hesitate to ask a small 

child seven days old about the place of life, and he will live. For 

many who are first will become last, and they will become one and 

the same."  

(12) The disciples said to Jesus, "We know that you will depart from 

us. Who is to be our leader?"  Jesus said to them, "Wherever you 

are, you are to go to James the righteous, for whose sake heaven and 

earth came into being."  

(13) Jesus said to his disciples, "Compare me to someone and tell me 

whom I am like."  Simon Peter said to him, "You are like a righteous 

angel."  Matthew said to him, "You are like a wise philosopher."  

Thomas said to him, "Master, my mouth is wholly incapable of 

saying whom you are like."  Jesus said, "I am not your master. 

Because you have drunk, you have become intoxicated from the 

bubbling spring which I have measured out."  And he took him and 

withdrew and told him three things. When Thomas returned to his 

companions, they asked him, "What did Jesus say to you?"  Thomas 

said to them, "If I tell you one of the things which he told me, you 

will pick up stones and throw them at me; a fire will come out of the 

stones and burn you up."  

 (18) The disciples said to Jesus, "Tell us how our end will be."  

Jesus said, "Have you discovered, then, the beginning, that you look 

for the end? For where the beginning is, there will the end be. 

Blessed is he who will take his place in the beginning; he will know 

the end and will not experience death."  

(22) Jesus saw infants being suckled. He said to his disciples, "These 

infants being suckled are like those who enter the kingdom."  They 

said to him, "Shall we then, as children, enter the kingdom?"  Jesus 

said to them, "When you make the two one, and when you make the 

inside like the outside and the outside like the inside, and the above 

like the below, and when you make the male and the female one and 

the same, so that the male not be male nor the female female; and 

when you fashion eyes in the place of an eye, and a hand in place of 

a hand, and a foot in place of a foot, and a likeness in place of a 

likeness; then will you enter the kingdom."  

(50) Jesus said, "If they say to you, 'Where did you come from?', say 

to them, 'We came from the light, the place where the light came 

into being on its own accord and established itself and became 

manifest through their image.' If they say to you, 'Is it you?', say, 

'We are its children, we are the elect of the living father.' If they ask 

you, 'What is the sign of your father in you?', say to them, 'It is 

movement and repose.'"  

(51) His disciples said to him, "When will the repose of the dead 

come about, and when will the new world come?"  He said to them, 

"What you look forward to has already come, but you do not 

recognize it."  

(77) Jesus said, "It is I who am the light which is above them all. It 

is I who am the all. From me did the all come forth, and unto me did 

the all extend. Split a piece of wood, and I am there. Lift up the 

stone, and you will find me there."  

(100) They showed Jesus a gold coin and said to him, "Caesar's men 

demand taxes from us."  He said to them, "Give Caesar what belongs 

to Caesar, give God what belongs to God, and give me what is 

mine."  

(114) Simon Peter said to him, "Let Mary leave us, for women are 

not worthy of life."  Jesus said, "I myself shall lead her in order to 

make her male, so that she too may become a living spirit 

resembling you males. For every woman who will make herself 

male will enter the kingdom of heaven."  

The Acts of Thomas (circa 180 AD) 

 (1) At that season all we the apostles were at Jerusalem, Simon 

who is called Peter and Andrew his brother, James the son of 

Zebedee and John his brother, Philip and Bartholomew, Thomas and 

Matthew the publican, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the 

Canaanite, and Judas the brother of James: and we divided the 

regions of the world, that every one of us should go unto the region 

that fell to him and unto the nation where the Lord sent him.                                                                             

  (2) According to the lot, therefore, India fell to Judas 

Thomas, who is also the twin: but he would not go, saying that by 

reason of the weakness of the flesh he could not travel, and “I am a 

Hebrew man; how can I go amongst the Indians and preach the 

truth?” And as he thus reasoned and spoke, the Savior appeared to 

him by night and said: “Fear not, Thomas, go unto India and preach 

the word there, for my grace is with you.” But he would not obey, 

saying: “Send me wherever you will, but elsewhere, for unto the 

Indians I will not go.”                                                                                                                                 

 (3) And while he thus spoke and thought, it chanced that there 

was there a certain merchant from India whose name was Abbanes, 

sent from the King Gundaphorus, and having commandment from 

him to buy a carpenter and bring him to him. Now the Lord seeing 

him walking in the market-place at noon said to him: “Would you 

buy a carpenter?” And he said to him: “Yes.” And the Lord said to 

him: “I have a slave that is a carpenter and I desire to sell him.” And 

so he showed him Thomas afar off, and agreed with him for three 

denarii of silver unstamped, and wrote a deed of sale, saying: “I, 

Jesus, the son of Joseph the carpenter, acknowledge that I have sold 

my slave, Thomas by name, unto you Abbanes, a merchant of 
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Gundaphorus, king of the Indians.” And when the deed was finished, 

the Savior took Thomas and led him away to Abbanes.                                                                                                                                                                         

 (4) Now when the apostle had arrived in the cities of India with 

Abbanes the merchant, Abbanes went to salute the king 

Gundaphorus, and reported to him of the carpenter whom he had 

brought with him. And the king was glad, and commanded him to 

come in to him. So when he was before him, the king said to him: 

“What craft do you practice?” The apostle said to him: “The craft of 

carpentry and of building.” The king said to him: “What 

craftsmanship, then, do you know in wood, and what in stone?” The 

apostle said: “In wood: ploughs, yokes, goads, pulleys, and boats 

and oars and masts; and in stone: pillars, temples, and court-houses 

for kings.” And the king said: “Can you build me a palace?” And he 

answered: “Yes, I can both build and furnish it; for to this end have I 

come, to build and to do the work of a carpenter.”                                                                                                                                                     

 (5) And from time to time the king sent money and provision, 

and food for him and the rest of the workmen. But Thomas receiving 

it all dispensed it, going about the cities and the villages round 

about, distributing and giving alms to the poor and afflicted, and 

relieving them, saying: “The king knows how to obtain recompense 

fit for kings, but at this time it is needful that the poor should have 

refreshment.”  Now when the king came to the city he inquired of 

his friends concerning the palace which Thomas was building for 

him. And they told him: “Neither has he built a palace nor done 

anything else that he promised to perform, but he goes about the 

cities and countries, and whatever he has he gives to the poor, and 

teaches of a new God, and heals the sick, and drives out devils, and 

does many other wonderful things; and we think him to be a 

sorcerer. Yet his compassions and his cures which are done of him 

freely, and the simplicity and kindness of him and his faith, do 

declare that he is a righteous man or an apostle of the new God 

whom he preaches; for he fasts continually and prays, and eats bread 

only, and he wears but one garment alike in fair weather and in 

winter, and receives nothing of any man, and all that he has he gives 

to others.” And when the king heard that, he rubbed his face with his 

hands, and shook his head for a long space.                                                                                 

 (6) The king sent for the merchant who had brought him, and 

for the apostle, and said to him: “Have you built me the palace?” 

And Thomas said: “Yes.” And the king said: “When, then, shall we 

go and see it?” but he answered him and said: “You cannot see it 

now, but when you depart this life, then you shall see it.” And the 

king was very angry, and commanded both the merchant and 

Thomas to be put in bonds and cast into prison until he should 

inquire and learn unto whom the king's money had been given, and 

so destroy both him and the merchant. And the apostle went into the 

prison rejoicing, and said to the merchant: “Fear nothing, only 

believe in the God that is preached by me, and you shall indeed be 

set free from this world, and from the world to come you shall 

receive life.”                                                          (7) At this same 

time, the soul of the king’s brother, Gad, departed. And the king 

mourned sorely for Gad, for he loved him much, and commanded 

that he should be buried in royal and precious apparel. Now after 

this angels took the soul of Gad and bore it up into heaven, showing 

to him the places and dwellings that were there, and inquired of him: 

“In which place would you like to dwell?” And when they drew near 

to the building of Thomas the apostle which he had built for the 

king, Gad saw it and said to the angels: “I beseech you, my lords, 

suffer me to dwell in one of the lowest rooms of this.” And they said 

to him: “You cannot dwell in this building.” And he said: “Why 

not?” And they said to him: “This is that palace which that Christian 

built for your brother.” And he said: “I beseech you, my lords, suffer 

me to go to my brother, that I may buy this palace of him, for my 

brother knows not of what sort it is, and he will sell it to me.”                                                                                                                                                       

 (8) Then the angels let the soul of Gad go. And as they were 

putting his grave clothes upon him, his soul entered into him and he 

said to them that stood about him: “Call my brother to me, that I 

may ask one petition of him.” Straightway they told the king, saying: 

“Your brother has revived.” And the king ran forth with a great 

company and came to his brother and entered in and stood by his 

bed as one amazed, not being able to speak to him. And his brother 

said: “Sell me that palace which you have in the heavens?” And the 

king said: “How can I have a palace in the heavens?” And he said: 

“It is the one which that Christian built for you who is now in the 

prison, whom the merchant brought to you, having purchased him 

from one Jesus: I mean that Hebrew slave whom you desired to 

punish as having suffered deceit at his hand.  Then the king 

considering the matter, understood it of those eternal benefits which 

should come to him and which concerned him, and said: “That 

palace I cannot sell you, but I pray to enter into it and dwell therein 

myself someday…” 

Irenaeus: Against Heresies (180 AD) 

BOOK I 

PREFACE. --- Inasmuch as certain men have set the truth aside, I 

have felt constrained, my dear friend, to compose the following 

treatise in order to expose and counteract their machinations.  These 

men falsify the oracles of God, and prove themselves evil 

interpreters of the good word of revelation. They also overthrow the 

faith of many, by drawing them away, under a pretence of [superior] 

knowledge, from Him who rounded and adorned the universe; as if, 

they had something more excellent and sublime to reveal, than that 

God created the heaven and the earth, and all things that are therein. 

By means of specious and plausible words, they cunningly allure the 

simple-minded to inquire into their system; but they nevertheless 

clumsily destroy them, while they initiate them into their 

blasphemous and impious opinions.   Error, indeed, is never set 

forth in its naked deformity, lest, being thus exposed, it should at 

once be detected. But it is craftily decked out in an attractive dress, 

so as, by its outward form, to make it appear to the inexperienced 

more true than the truth itself. I intend, then, to the best of my ability 

to set forth the opinions of those who are now promulgating heresy.  

I shall endeavor, according to my moderate ability, to furnish the 

means of overthrowing them, by showing how absurd and 

inconsistent with the truth are their statements.  

CH. 10:  UNITY OF THE FAITH OF THE CHURCH 

THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE WORLD. --- The Church, though 

dispersed through our the whole world, even to the ends of the earth, 

has received from the apostles and their disciples this faith: [She 

believes] in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven, and 

earth, and the sea, and all things that are in them; and in one Christ 

Jesus, the Son of God, who became incarnate for our salvation; and 

in the Holy Spirit, who proclaimed through the prophets the 

dispensations of God, and the advents, and the birth from a virgin, 

and the passion, and the resurrection from the dead, and the 

ascension into heaven in the flesh of the beloved Christ Jesus, our 

Lord, and His [future] manifestation from heaven in the glory of the 

Father "to gather all things in one," and to raise up anew all flesh of 

the whole human race, in order that to Christ Jesus, our Lord, and 

God, and Savior, and King, according to the will of the invisible 

Father, "every knee should bow, of things in heaven,, and things in 

earth, and things under the earth, and that every tongue should 

confess" to Him, and that He should execute just judgment towards 

all.                                                                                                            
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 As I have already observed, the Church, having received this 

preaching and this faith, although scattered throughout the whole 

world, yet, as if occupying but one house, carefully preserves it. She 

also believes these points [of doctrine] just as if she had but one 

soul, and one and the same heart, and she proclaims them, and 

teaches them, and hands them down, with perfect harmony, as if she 

possessed only one mouth. For, although the languages of the world 

are dissimilar, yet the import of the tradition is one and the same. 

For the Churches which have been planted in Germany do not 

believe or hand down anything different, nor do those in Spain, nor 

those in Gaul, nor those in the East, nor those in Egypt, nor those in 

Libya, nor those which have been established in the central regions 

of the world. Nor will any one of the rulers in the Churches, 

however highly gifted he may be in point of eloquence, teach 

doctrines different from these (for no one is greater than the Master); 

nor, on the other hand, will he who is deficient in power of 

expression inflict injury on the tradition. For the faith being ever one 

and the same, neither does one who is able at great length to 

discourse regarding it, make any addition to it, nor does one, who 

can say but little diminish it.  

CH. 26:  DOCTRINES OF CERINTHUS, THE EBIONITES, AND 

NICOLAITANS. --- Cerinthus, again, a man who was educated in 

the wisdom of the Egyptians, taught that the world was not made by 

the primary God, but by a certain Power far separated from him, and 

at a distance from that Principality who is supreme over the 

universe, and ignorant of him who is above all. He represented Jesus 

as having not been born of a virgin, but as being the son of Joseph 

and Mary according to the ordinary course of human generation, 

while he nevertheless was more righteous, prudent, and wise than 

other men. Moreover, after his baptism, Christ descended upon him 

in the form of a dove from the Supreme Ruler, and that then he 

proclaimed the unknown Father, and performed miracles. But at last 

Christ departed from Jesus, and that then Jesus suffered and rose 

again, while Christ remained impassible, inasmuch as he was a 

spiritual being.                                                                                                                                               

CH. 27:  DOCTRINES OF MARCION. --- Marcion of Pontus 

advanced the most daring blasphemy against Him who is proclaimed 

as God by the law and the prophets, declaring Him to be the author 

of evils, to take delight in war, and even to be contrary to Himself. 

But Jesus being derived from that father who is above the God that 

made the world, and coming into Judaea in the times of Pontius 

Pilate the governor, who was the procurator of Tiberius Caesar, was 

manifested in the form of a man to those who were in Judaea, 

abolishing the prophets and the law, and all the works of that God 

who made the world.  Besides this, he mutilates the Gospel which is 

according to Luke, removing all that is written respecting the 

generation of the Lord, and setting aside a great deal of the teaching 

of the Lord, in which the Lord is recorded as most dearly confessing 

that the Maker of this universe is His Father. In like manner, too, he 

dismembered the Epistles of Paul, removing all that is said by the 

apostle respecting that God who made the world, to the effect that 

He is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and also those passages 

from the prophetical writings which the apostle quotes, in order to 

teach us that they announced the coming of the Lord.  

BOOK 3 

CH. 1:  THE APOSTLES AND THEIR PREACHING. --- We have 

learned from none others the plan of our salvation, than from those 

through whom the Gospel has come down to us, which they did at 

one time proclaim in public, and, at a later period, by the will of 

God, handed down to us in the Scriptures, to be the ground and pillar 

of our faith.   

CH. 2 --- THE HERETICS FOLLOW NEITHER SCRIPTURE 

NOR TRADITION. --- When, however, the heretics are confuted 

from the Scriptures, they turn round and accuse these same 

Scriptures, as if they were not correct, nor of authority, and [assert] 

that they are ambiguous, and that the truth cannot be extracted from 

them by those who are ignorant of tradition.                                                       

 But, again, when we refer them to that tradition which 

originates from the apostles, [and] which is preserved by means of 

the succession of presbyters in the Churches, they object to tradition, 

saying that they themselves are wiser not merely than the presbyters, 

but even than the apostles, because they have discovered the 

unadulterated truth. For [they maintain] that the apostles 

intermingled the things of the law with the words of the Savior.  It 

comes to this, therefore, that these men do now consent neither to 

Scripture nor to tradition.  

CH. 3:  A REFUTATION OF THE HERETICS, FROM THE FACT 

THAT, IN THE VARIOUS CHURCHES, A PERPETUAL 

SUCCESSION OF BISHOPS WAS KEPT UP. --- It is within the 

power of all, therefore, in every Church, who may wish to see the 

truth, to contemplate clearly the tradition of the apostles manifested 

throughout the whole world; and we are in a position to reckon up 

those who were by the apostles instituted bishops in the Churches, 

and [to demonstrate] the succession of these men to our own times. 

For if the apostles had known hidden mysteries, which they were in 

the habit of imparting to "the perfect" apart and privately from the 

rest, they would have delivered them especially to those to whom 

they were also committing the Churches themselves. For they were 

desirous that these men should be very perfect and blameless in all 

things, whom also they were leaving behind as their successors, 

delivering up their own place of government to these men.                                                                                                                   

  Since, however, it would be very tedious, in such a volume 

as this, to reckon up the successions of all the Churches, we do this, 

I say, by indicating that tradition derived from the apostles, of the 

very great, the very ancient, and universally known Church founded 

and organized at Rome by the two most glorious apostles, Peter and 

Paul.  For it is a matter of necessity that every Church should agree 

with this Church, on account of its pre-eminent authority, that is, the 

faithful everywhere, inasmuch as the apostolic tradition has been 

preserved continuously by those [faithful men] who exist 

everywhere.                                                                                                                                      

  The blessed apostles, then, having founded and built up the 

Church, committed into the hands of Linus the office of the 

episcopate. Of this Linus, Paul makes mention in the Epistles to 

Timothy. To him succeeded Anacletus; and after him, in the third 

place from the apostles, Clement was allotted the bishopric. This 

man, as he had seen the blessed apostles, and had been conversant 

with them, might be said to have the preaching of the apostles still 

echoing [in his ears], and their traditions before his eyes. Nor was he 

alone [in this], for there were many still remaining who had received 

instructions from the apostles. In the time of this Clement, no small 

dissension having occurred among the brethren at Corinth, the 

Church in Rome dispatched a most powerful letter to the 

Corinthians, exhorting them to peace, renewing their faith, and 

declaring the tradition which it had lately received from the apostles.  

To this Clement there succeeded Evaristus. Alexander followed 

Evaristus; then, sixth from the apostles, Sixtus was appointed; after 

him, Telephorus, who was gloriously martyred; then Hyginus; after 

him, Pius; then after him, Anicetus.  Soter having succeeded 

Anicetus, Eleutherius does now, in the twelfth place from the 

apostles, hold the inheritance of the episcopate. In this order, and by 
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this succession, the ecclesiastical tradition from the apostles, and the 

preaching of the truth, have come down to us. And this is most 

abundant proof that there is one and the same vivifying faith, which 

has been preserved in the Church from the apostles until now, and 

handed down in truth.                                                                                    

                                                                                   

 But Polycarp also was not only instructed by apostles, and 

conversed with many who had seen Christ, but was also, by apostles 

in Asia, appointed bishop of the Church in Smyrna, whom I also saw 

in my early youth, for he tarried [on earth] a very long time, and, 

when a very old man, gloriously and most nobly suffering 

martyrdom, departed this life, having always taught the things which 

he had learned from the apostles, and which the Church has handed 

down, and which alone are true.  

CH. 4:  THE TRUTH IS TO BE FOUND NOWHERE ELSE BUT 

IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, THE SOLE DEPOSITORY OF 

APOSTOLIC DOCTRINE. --- Since therefore we have such proofs, 

it is not necessary to seek the truth among others which it is easy to 

obtain from the Church. For she is the entrance to life; all others are 

thieves and robbers.  Suppose there arise a dispute relative to some 

important question among us, should we not have recourse to the 

most ancient Churches with which the apostles held constant 

intercourse, and learn from them what is certain and clear in regard 

to the present question? For how should it be if the apostles 

themselves had not left us writings? Would it not be necessary, [in 

that case,] to follow the course of the tradition which they handed 

down to those to whom they did commit the Churches?                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                  

CH. 13:  REFUTATION OF THE OPINION THAT PAUL WAS 

THE ONLY TRUE APOSTLE.  --- With regard to those (the 

Marcionites) who allege that Paul alone knew the truth, and that to 

him the mystery was manifested by revelation, let Paul himself 

convict them, when he says, that one and the same God wrought in 

Peter for the apostolate of the circumcision, and in himself for the 

Gentiles.  Peter, therefore, was an apostle of that very God whose 

was also Paul; and Him whom Peter preached as God among those 

of the circumcision, and likewise the Son of God, did Paul [declare] 

also among the Gentiles. For our Lord never came to save Paul 

alone, nor is God so limited in means, that He should have but one 

apostle who knew the dispensation of His Son.  

CH. 22:  CHRIST ASSUMED ACTUAL FLESH, CONCEIVED 

AND BORN OF THE VIRGIN. --- Those, therefore, who allege that 

He took nothing from the Virgin do greatly err, [since,] in order that 

they may cast away the inheritance of the flesh, they also reject the 

analogy [between Him and Adam].  For if He did not receive the 

substance of flesh from a human being, He neither was made man 

nor the Son of man; and if He was not made what we were, He did 

no great thing in what He suffered and endured.   

 Superfluous, too, in that case is His descent into Mary; for why 

did He come down into her if He were to take nothing of her? Still 

further, if He had taken nothing of Mary, He would never have 

availed Himself of those kinds of food which are derived from the 

earth, by which that body which has been taken from the earth is 

nourished; nor would He have hungered, fasting those forty days, 

unless His body was craving after its own proper nourishment; nor 

would He have wept over Lazarus, nor have sweated great drops of 

blood; nor have declared, "My soul is exceeding sorrowful;" nor, 

when His side was pierced, would there have come forth blood and 

water. For all these are tokens of the flesh which had been derived 

from the earth, which He had recapitulated in Himself, bearing 

salvation to His own handiwork.                                                                                                                           

BOOK 4 

CH. 26:  TRUE EXPOSITION OF SCRIPTURES BY CHURCH 

ALONE. --- It is incumbent to obey the presbyters who are in the 

Church, -- those who, as I have shown, possess the succession from 

the apostles; those who, together with the succession of the 

episcopate, have received the certain gift of truth, according to the 

good pleasure of the Father. But [it is also incumbent] to hold in 

suspicion others who depart from the primitive succession, and 

assemble themselves together in any place whatsoever, [looking 

upon them] either as heretics of perverse minds, or as schismatics 

puffed up and self-pleasing, or again as hypocrites, acting thus for 

the sake of and vainglory. For all these have fallen from the truth.  

CH. 33:  SCRIPTURES MUST BE READ IN COMMUNION 

WITH PRESBYTERS OF CHURCH. --- True knowledge is [that 

which consists in] the doctrine of the apostles, and the ancient 

constitution of the Church throughout all the world, and the 

distinctive manifestation of the body of Christ according to the 

successions of the bishops, by which they have handed down that 

Church which exists in every place, and has come even unto us, 

being guarded and preserved without any forging of Scriptures, by a 

very complete system of doctrine, and neither receiving addition nor 

[suffering] curtailment [in the truths which she believes]; and [it 

consists in] reading [the word of God] without falsification, and a 

lawful and diligent exposition in harmony with the Scriptures, both 

without danger and without blasphemy; and [above all, it consists in] 

the pre-eminent gift of love, which is more precious than knowledge, 

more glorious than prophecy, and which excels all the other gifts [of 

God].  

BOOK 5 

CH. 2:  CHRIST FULLY HUMAN, SHED HIS TRUE BLOOD, 

EUCHARIST. --- But vain in every respect are they who despise the 

entire dispensation of God, and disallow the salvation of the flesh, 

and treat with contempt its regeneration, maintaining that it is not 

capable of incorruption. But if this indeed does not attain salvation, 

then neither did the Lord redeem us with His blood, nor is the cup of 

the Eucharist the communion of His blood, nor the bread which we 

break the communion of His body. And as we are His members, we 

are also nourished by means of creation. He has acknowledged the 

cup (which is a part of the creation) as His own blood, from which 

He blesses our blood; and the bread (also a part of the creation) He 

has established as His own body, from which He gives increase to 

our bodies. 

 When, therefore, the mingled cup and the manufactured bread 

receives the Word of God, and the Eucharist of the blood and the 

body of Christ is made, from which things the substance of our flesh 

is increased and supported, how can they affirm that the flesh is 

incapable of receiving the gift of God, which is life eternal, which 

[flesh] is nourished from the body and blood of the Lord, and is a 

member of Him? 

CH. 20:  APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION. --- Now all these [heretics] 

are of much later date than the bishops to whom the apostles 

committed the Churches; which fact I have in the third book taken 

all pains to demonstrate. It follows, then, as a matter of course, that 

these heretics aforementioned, since they are blind to the truth, and 

deviate from the [right] way, will walk in various roads; and 

therefore the footsteps of their doctrine are scattered here and there 

without agreement or connection. But the path of those belonging to 

the Church circumscribes the whole world, as possessing the sure 
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tradition from the apostles, and gives unto us to see that the faith of 

all is one and the same, since all receive one and the same God the 

Father, and believe in the same dispensation regarding the 

incarnation of the Son of God, and are cognizant of the same gift of 

the Spirit, and are conversant with the same commandments, and 

preserve the same form of ecclesiastical constitution, and expect the 

same advent of the Lord, and await the same salvation of the 

complete man, that is, of the soul and body.  

Tertullian’s Apology (circa 200 AD) 

CH. 39 ---  I shall at once go on, then, to exhibit the peculiarities of 

the Christian society, that, as I have refuted the evil charged against 

it, I may point out its positive good. We are a body knit together as 

such by a common religious profession, by unity of discipline, and 

by the bond of a common hope. We meet together as an assembly 

and congregation, that, offering up prayer to God as with united 

force, we may wrestle with Him in our supplications. This violence 

God delights in. We pray, too, for the emperors, for their ministers 

and for all in authority, for the welfare of the world, for the 

prevalence of peace, for the delay of the final consummation. We 

assemble to read our sacred writings, if any peculiarity of the times 

makes either forewarning or reminiscence needful. However it be in 

that respect, with the sacred words we nourish our faith, we animate 

our hope, we make our confidence more steadfast; and no less by 

inculcations of God's precepts we confirm good habits…  

…The tried men of our elders preside over us, obtaining that honor 

not by purchase, but by established character. There is no buying 

and selling of any sort in the things of God. Though we have our 

treasure-chest, it is not made up of purchase-money, as of a religion 

that has its price. On the monthly day, if he likes, each puts in a 

small donation; but only if it be his pleasure, and only if he be able: 

for there is no compulsion; all is voluntary.  

These gifts are, as it were, piety's deposit fund. For they are not 

taken thence and spent on feasts, and drinking-bouts, and eating-

houses, but to support and bury poor people, to supply the wants of 

boys and girls destitute of means and parents, and of old persons 

confined now to the house; such, too, as have suffered shipwreck; 

and if there happen to be any in the mines, or banished to the islands, 

or shut up in the prisons, for nothing but their fidelity to the cause of 

God's Church, they become the nurslings of their confession. But it 

is mainly the deeds of a love so noble that lead many to put a brand 

upon us. See, they say, how they love one another, for they 

themselves are animated by mutual hatred; how they are ready even 

to die for one another, for they themselves will sooner put to 

death…. 

…Yet about the modest supper-room of the Christians alone a great 

ado is made. Our feast explains itself by its name The Greeks call it 

agape, i.e., affection. Whatever it costs, our outlay in the name of 

piety is gain, since with the good things of the feast we benefit the 

needy; not as it is with you, do parasites aspire to the glory of 

satisfying their licentious propensities, selling themselves for a 

belly-feast to all disgraceful treatment,--but as it is with God 

himself, a peculiar respect is shown to the lowly. If the object of our 

feast be good, in the light of that consider its further regulations. As 

it is an act of religious service, it permits no vileness or immodesty. 

The participants, before reclining, taste first of prayer to God.  

They say it is enough, as those who remember that even during the 

night they have to worship God; they talk as those who know that 

the Lord is one of their auditors. After manual ablution, and the 

bringing in of lights, each is asked to stand forth and sing, as he can, 

a hymn to God, either one from the holy Scriptures or one of his 

own composing,--a proof of the measure of our drinking. As the 

feast commenced with prayer, so with prayer it is closed. We go 

from it, not like troops of mischief-doers, nor bands of vagabonds, 

nor to break out into licentious acts, but to have as much care of our 

modesty and chastity as if we had been at a school of virtue rather 

than a banquet.  

Tertullian’s                                              

“Prescription Against the Heretics” 

CH. 1 --- The character of the times in which we live is such as to 

call forth from us even this admonition, that we ought not to be 

astonished at the heresies (which abound) neither ought their 

existence surprise us, for it was foretold that they should come to 

pass; nor the fact that they subvert the faith of some, for their final 

cause is, by affording a trial to faith, to give it also the opportunity of 

being "approved." 

CH. 7 --- Whence spring those "fables and endless genealogies," and 

"unprofitable questions," and "words which spread like a cancer?"  

From all these, when the apostle Paul would restrain us, he expressly 

names philosophy as that which he would have us be on our guard 

against. Writing to the Colossians, he says, "See that no one beguile 

you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, 

and contrary to the wisdom of the Holy Ghost."  He had been at 

Athens, and had in his interviews (with its philosophers) become 

acquainted with that human wisdom which pretends to know the 

truth, whilst it only corrupts it, and is itself divided into its own 

manifold heresies, by the variety of its mutually repugnant sects.  

What indeed has Athens to do with Jerusalem? What concord is 

there between the Academy and the Church? What between heretics 

and Christians?  Away with all attempts to produce a mottled 

Christianity of Stoic, Platonic, and dialectic composition!  We want 

no curious disputation after possessing Christ Jesus, no inquisition 

after enjoying the gospel!  With our faith, we desire no further 

belief.  

CH. 9 --- Let it be granted, that the words, "Seek, and ye shall find," 

were addressed to all men (equally).  You must "seek" until you 

"find," and believe when you have found; nor have you anything 

further to do but to keep what you have believed provided you 

believe this besides, that nothing else is to be believed, and therefore 

nothing else is to be sought, after you have found and believed what 

has been taught by Him who charges you to seek no other thing than 

that which He has taught.   

CH. 13 --- Now, with regard to this rule of faith—that we may from 

this point acknowledge what it is which we defend—it is, you must 

know, that which prescribes the belief  that there is one only God, 

and that He is none other than the Creator of the world, who 

produced all things out of nothing through His own Word, first of all 

sent forth;  that this Word is called His Son, and, under the name of 

God, was seen "in diverse manners" by the patriarchs, heard at all 

times in the prophets, at last brought down by the Spirit and Power 

of the Father into the Virgin Mary, was made flesh in her womb, 

and, being born of her, went forth as Jesus Christ; thenceforth He 

preached the new law and the new promise of the kingdom of 
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heaven, worked miracles; having been crucified, He rose again the 

third day; (then) having ascended  into the heavens, He sat at the 

right hand of the Father; sent instead of Himself  the Power of the 

Holy Ghost to lead such as believe; will come with glory to take the 

saints to the enjoyment of everlasting life and of the heavenly 

promises, and to condemn the wicked to everlasting fire, after the 

resurrection of both these classes shall have happened, together with 

the restoration of their flesh.  This rule, as it will be proved, was 

taught by Christ, and raises amongst ourselves no other questions 

than those which heresies introduce, and which make men heretics. 

 

CH. 20 --- Immediately, therefore, so did the apostles, whom this 

designation indicates as "the sent." Having, on the authority of a 

prophecy, which occurs in a psalm of David, chosen Matthias by lot 

as the twelfth, into the place of Judas, they obtained the promised 

power of the Holy Ghost for the gift of miracles and of utterance; 

and after first bearing witness to the faith in Jesus Christ throughout 

Judaea, and founding churches (there), they next went forth into the 

world and preached the same doctrine of the same faith to the 

nations.  They then in like manner rounded churches in every city, 

from which all the other churches, one after another, derived the 

tradition of the faith,  and the seeds of doctrine, and are every day 

deriving them,  that they may become churches.  Indeed, it is on this 

account only that they will be able to deem themselves apostolic, as 

being the offspring of apostolic churches.  Therefore the churches, 

although they are so many and so great, comprise but the one 

primitive church, (rounded) by the apostles, from which they all 

(spring).  In this way all are apostolic, whilst they are all proved to 

be one, in (unbroken) unity, by their peaceful communion,  and title 

of brotherhood, and bond  of hospitality, — privileges  which no 

other rule directs than the one tradition of the selfsame mystery. 

CH. 21 --- If, then, these things are so, it is in the same degree  

manifest that all doctrine which agrees with the apostolic churches—

those original sources of the faith must be reckoned for truth, as 

undoubtedly containing that which the (said) churches received from 

the apostles, the apostles from Christ, Christ from God.  Whereas all 

doctrine must be prejudged as false  which is contrary to the truth of 

the churches and apostles of Christ and God.  We hold communion 

with the apostolic churches because our doctrine is in no respect 

different from theirs. This is our witness of truth. 

CH. 30 --- Where was Marcion then, that shipmaster of Pontus, the 

zealous student of Stoicism? Where was Valentinus then, the 

disciple of Platonism?  For it is evident that those men lived not so 

long ago,—in the reign of Antoninus for the most part, —and that 

they at first were believers in the doctrine of the Catholic Church, in 

the church of Rome under the episcopate of the blessed Eleutherus,  

until on account of their ever restless curiosity, with which they even 

infected the brethren, they were more than once expelled. Marcion, 

indeed, when banished at last to a permanent excommunication, 

scattered abroad the poisons of his doctrines.   

CH. 32 --- But if there be any (heresies) which are bold enough to 

plant themselves in the midst of the apostolic age, that they may 

thereby seem to have been handed down by the apostles, because 

they existed in the time of the apostles, we can say: Let them 

produce the original records of their churches; let them unfold the 

roll of their bishops, running down in due succession from the 

beginning.  For this is the manner in which the apostolic churches 

transmit  their registers:  as the church of Smyrna, which records that 

Polycarp was placed therein by John; as also the church of Rome, 

which makes Clement to have been ordained in like manner by 

Peter.  In exactly the same way the other churches exhibit their 

several worthies, whom, as having been appointed to their episcopal 

places by apostles, they regard as transmitters of the apostolic seed.                                                                                                                                                                           

 To this test, therefore will they be submitted for proof  by those 

churches, who, although they derive not their founder from apostles 

or apostolic men (as being of much later date, for they are in fact 

being founded daily), yet, since they agree in the same faith, they are 

accounted as not less apostolic because they are akin in doctrine.  

Then let all the heresies, when challenged to these two tests by our 

apostolic church, offer their proof of how they deem themselves to 

be apostolic.   

CH. 36 --- Come now, you who would indulge a better curiosity, if 

you would apply it to the business of your salvation, run over the 

apostolic churches, in which the very thrones of the apostles are still 

pre-eminent in their places, in which their own authentic writings  

are read.  Achaia is very near you, (in which) you find Corinth. 

Since you are not far from Macedonia, you have Philippi; (and there 

too) you have the Thessalonians. Since you are able to cross to Asia, 

you get Ephesus. Since, moreover, you are close upon Italy, you 

have Rome, from which there comes even into our own hands the 

very authority (of apostles themselves).  How happy is its church, on 

which apostles poured forth all their doctrine along with their blood, 

where Peter endures a passion like his Lord's, where Paul wins his 

crown in a death like John's!                                                                                             

 See what she has learned, what taught, what fellowship has had 

with even (our) churches in Africa!  One Lord God does she 

acknowledge, the Creator of the universe, and Christ Jesus (born) of 

the Virgin Mary, the Son of God the Creator; and the Resurrection 

of the flesh; the law and the prophets she unites  in one volume with 

the writings of evangelists and apostles, from which she drinks in 

her faith. This she seals with the water (of baptism), arrays with the 

Holy Ghost, feeds with the Eucharist, and cheers with martyrdom. 

Tertullian’s “Against Marcion” 

BK. 4, CH. 4 --- I say that my Gospel is the true one; Marcion, 

that his is. I affirm that Marcion's Gospel is adulterated; Marcion, 

that mine is. Now what is to settle the point for us, except it be 

that principle  of time, which rules that the authority lies with that 

which shall be found to be more ancient; and assumes as an 

elemental truth,  that corruption (of doctrine) belongs to the side 

which shall be convicted of comparative lateness in its origin.   

 

Tertullian’s “Against Praxeas” 
 
CH. 2 --- We, however, believe that there is one only God, but under 

the following dispensation as it is called, that this one only God has 

also a Son, His Word, who proceeded  from Himself, by whom all 

things were made, and without whom nothing was made. Him we 

believe to have been sent by the Father into the Virgin, and to have 

been born of her, being both Man and God, the Son of Man and the 

Son of God, and to have been called by the name of Jesus Christ; we 

believe Him to have suffered, died, and been buried, according to the 

Scriptures, and, after He had been raised again by the Father and 

taken back to heaven, to be sitting at the right hand of the Father, 

and that He will come to judge the quick and the dead; who sent also 

from heaven from the Father, according to His own promise, the 

Holy Ghost, the Paraclete,  the sanctifier of the faith of those who 

believe in the Father, and in the Son, and in the Holy Ghost.  

 That this rule of faith has come down to us from the beginning 

of the gospel, even before any of the older heretics, much more 
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before Praxeas, a pretender of yesterday, will be apparent both from 

the lateness of date  which marks all heresies, and also from the 

absolutely novel character of our new-fangled Praxeas.  

 

Tertullian’s On Baptism (circa 200 AD) 

CH. 1 ---  Happy is our sacrament of water, in that, by washing away 

the sins of our early blindness, we are set free and admitted into 

eternal life! A treatise on this matter will not be superfluous; 

instructing not only such as are just becoming formed (in the faith), 

but them who, content with having simply believed, without full 

examination of the grounds of the traditions, carry (in mind), 

through ignorance, an untried though probable faith. But we, little 

fishes, after the example of our IXTHS (“fish”) Jesus Christ, are born 

in water, nor have we safety in any other way than by permanently 

abiding in water… 

CH. 4 ---  …the Spirit of God, who hovered over (the waters) from 

the beginning, would continue to linger over the waters of the 

baptized….All waters, therefore, in virtue of the pristine privilege of 

their origin, do, after invocation of God, attain the sacramental 

power of sanctification; for the Spirit immediately supervenes from 

the heavens, and rests over the waters, sanctifying them from 

Himself; and being thus sanctified, they imbibe at the same time the 

power of sanctifying. Albeit the similitude may be admitted to be 

suitable to the simple act; that, since we are defiled by sins, as it 

were by dirt, we should be washed from those stains in waters…. 

CH. 7 ---  After this, when we have issued from the font, we are 

thoroughly anointed with a blessed unction. Whence it is called 

"chrism," which is "the unction;" which, when made spiritual, 

furnished an appropriate name to the Lord, because He was 

"anointed" with the Spirit by God the Father. Thus, too, in our case, 

the unction runs on the body, but profits spiritually; in the same way 

as the act of baptism itself too is carnal, in that we are plunged in 

water, but the effect spiritual, in that we are freed from sins…In the 

next place the hand is laid on us, invoking and inviting the Holy 

Spirit through benediction… 

CH. 15 ---  There is to us one, and but one, baptism; as well 

according to the Lord's gospel as according to the apostle's letters, 

inasmuch as he says, "One God, and one baptism, and one church in 

the heavens." But it must be admitted that the question, "What rules 

are to be observed with regard to heretics?" is worthy of being 

treated. For it is to us that that assertion refers. Heretics, however, 

have no fellowship in our discipline, whom the mere fact of their 

excommunication testifies to be outsiders. I am not bound to 

recognize in them a thing which is enjoined on me, because they and 

we have not the same God, nor one--that is, the same--Christ. And 

therefore their baptism is not one with ours either, because it is not 

the same… 

CH. 17 ---  For concluding our brief subject, it remains to put you in 

mind also of the due observance of giving and receiving baptism. Of 

giving it, the chief priest (who is the bishop) has the right: in the 

next place, the presbyters and deacons, yet not without the bishop's 

authority, on account of the honor of the Church, which being 

preserved, peace is preserved. Beside these, even laymen have the 

right; for what is equally received can be equally given. Unless 

bishops, or priests, or deacons, be on the spot, other disciples are 

called i.e. to the work. The word of the Lord ought not to be hidden 

by any: in like manner, too, baptism, which is equally God's 

property, can be administered by all.  

Tertullian’s The Crown (circa 200 AD) 

CH. 3 --- To deal with this matter briefly, I shall begin with baptism. 

When we are going to enter the water, but a little before, in the 

presence of the congregation and under the hand of the president, we 

solemnly profess that we disown the devil, and his pomp, and his 

angels. Hereupon we are thrice immersed, making a somewhat 

ampler pledge than the Lord has appointed in the Gospel. Then when 

we are taken up (as new-born children), we taste first of all a mixture 

of milk and honey, and from that day we refrain from the daily bath 

for a whole week. We take also, in congregations before daybreak, 

and from the hand of none but the presidents, the sacrament of the 

Eucharist, which the Lord both commanded to be eaten at meal-

times, and enjoined to be taken by all alike. As often as the 

anniversary comes round, we make offerings for the dead as 

birthday honors. We count fasting or kneeling in worship on the 

Lord's day to be unlawful. We feel pained should any wine or bread, 

even though our own, be cast upon the ground. At every forward 

step and movement, at every going in and out, when we put on our 

clothes and shoes, when we bathe, when we sit at table, when we 

light the lamps, on couch, on seat, in all the ordinary actions of daily 

life, we trace upon the forehead the sign.  

Tertullian’s On Modesty (circa 200 AD) 

CH. 21 --- But," you say, "the Church has the power of forgiving 

sins." I now inquire into your opinion, (to see) from what source you 

usurp this right to "the Church."  If, because the Lord has said to 

Peter, "Upon this rock will I build My Church," "to thee have I given 

the keys of the heavenly kingdom;" or, "Whatsoever thou shall have 

bound or loosed in earth, shall be bound or loosed in the heavens," 

you therefore presume that the power of binding and loosing has 

derived to you, that is, to every Church akin to Peter. What sort of 

man are you, subverting and wholly changing the manifest intention 

of the Lord, conferring (as that intention did) this (gift) personally 

upon Peter?   

Hippolytus’ “Against the Heresy of a 

Certain Noetus” (circa 215 AD) 
 
Let us believe then, dear brethren, according to the tradition of the 

apostles, that God the Word came down from heaven, and entered 

into the holy Virgin Mary, in order that, taking the flesh from her, 

and assuming also a human rational soul, and becoming thus all that 

man is with the exception of sin, He might save fallen man, and 

confer immortality on men who believe in His name.  In all, 

therefore, the word of truth is demonstrated to us, that the Father is 

One, whose word is present with Him, by whom He made all things; 

whom also the Father sent forth in later times for the salvation of 

men.  This Word was preached by the law and the prophets as 

destined to come into the world.  And even as He was preached then, 

in the same manner also did He come and manifest Himself, being 

by the Virgin and the Holy Spirit made a new man; taking to 

Himself the flesh from the old Adam by the medium of the Virgin, 

He now, coming forth into the world, was manifested as God in a 

body, coming forth too as a perfect man.  For it was not in mere 

appearance or by conversion, but in truth, that He became man. 
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Hippolytus’ Apostolic Tradition 
(circa 215 AD, in Rome) 

 
 He who is ordained as a bishop, being chosen by all the people, 

must be irreproachable.  When his name is announced and approved, 

the people will gather on the Lord's day with the council of elders 

and the bishops who are present.  With the assent of all, the bishops 

will place their hands upon him, with the council of elders standing 

by, quietly.   Everyone will keep silent, praying in their hearts for the 

descent of the Spirit.  After this, one of the bishops present, at 

the request of all, shall lay his hand upon him who is being ordained 

bishop, and pray, saying: 

  

 “God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

  Father of mercies and God of all consolation,  

 you who instituted princes and priests,  

  and did not leave your sanctuary without a minister;  

 who from the beginning of the world has been pleased  

  to be glorified by those whom you have chosen,  

 pour out upon him the power which is from you,  

  the princely Spirit,  

 which you gave to your beloved Son Jesus Christ,  

  which he gave to your holy apostles,  

 who founded the Church in every place as a sanctuary,  

  for the glory and endless praise of your name.” 

                                                                                                                                                                                  

 “Grant to your servant whom you chose for the episcopate,                                      

  that he will feed your holy flock,  

  that he will wear your priesthood without reproach,  

 serving night and day,  

  and offering the gifts of your holy church;  
  in the spirit of high priesthood  

 having the power to forgive sins  

  according to your command; 

  to loose any bond according to the authority  

  which you gave to the apostles;  

 to please you in mildness and a pure heart,  

  offering to you a sweet scent,  

  through your son Jesus Christ, 

 through whom to you be glory, power, and honor,  

  Father and Son, with the Holy Spirit,                                     

  in the Holy Church,  

  now and throughout the ages of the ages.  Amen.” 

 

 When he has been made bishop, everyone shall give him the 

kiss of peace, and salute him respectfully, for he has been made 

worthy of this.  Then the deacons shall present the oblation to him, 

and he shall lay his hand upon it, and give thanks, with the entire 

council of elders, saying: 
                                                                                                                                                                                     

“The Lord be with you.” 

And all reply: “And with your spirit.” 

The bishop says: “Lift up your hearts.” 

The people respond: “We have them with the Lord.” 

The bishop says: “Let us give thanks to the Lord.” 

The people respond: “It is proper and just.” 

                                                                                                                                                                                        

The bishop then continues:  

 

 “We give thanks to you God,  

  through your beloved son Jesus Christ, 

 whom you sent to us in former times as Savior,  

  Redeemer, and Messenger of your Will, 
 who is your inseparable Word,  

  through whom you made all,  

  and in whom you were well-pleased, 
 whom you sent from heaven into the womb of a virgin   

 who, being conceived within her, was made flesh,   and 

appeared as your Son,  

  born of the Holy Spirit and the virgin. 
 It is he who, fulfilling your will  

  and acquiring for you a holy people,  

  extended his hands in suffering, 

 in order to liberate from sufferings  

  those who believe in you. 
 Who, when he was delivered to voluntary suffering,  

  in order to dissolve death, 

 and break the chains of the devil, and tread down hell,  

  and bring the just to the light, 

  and set the limit, and manifest the resurrection, 
 taking the bread, and giving thanks to you, said, 

 ‘Take, eat, for this is my body which is broken for you.’ 

 Likewise the chalice, saying,  

  ‘This is my blood which is shed for you. 
  Whenever you do this, do this (in) memory of me.’” 

 

 “Therefore, remembering his death and resurrection,  

  we offer to you the bread and the chalice,  

 giving thanks to you, who has made us worthy  

  to stand before you and to serve as your priests. 
 And we pray that you would send your Holy Spirit  

  to the oblation of your Holy Church.  

 Give to all those who partake of your holy mysteries  

  the fullness of the Holy Spirit,  

  toward the strengthening of the faith in truth,  

  that we may praise you and glorify you, 

 through your son Jesus Christ,  

  through whom to you be glory and honor, 

  Father and Son, with the Holy Spirit, 

  in your Holy Church,  

  now and throughout the ages of the ages. 

 Amen.” 

 

 When one ordains a deacon, he is chosen according to what has 

been said above, with only the bishop laying on his hand in the same 

manner. In the ordination of a deacon, only the bishop lays on his 

hand, because the deacon is not ordained to the priesthood, but to 

the service of the bishop, to do that which he commands.  For he is 

not part of the council of the presbyters, but acts as a manager, and 

reports to the bishop what is necessary.  He does not receive the 

spirit common to the presbyters, which they share, but that which is 

entrusted to him under the bishop's authority.  This is why only the 

bishop makes a deacon.  Upon the presbyters, the other presbyters 

place their hands because of a common spirit and similar duty.  

Indeed, the presbyter has only the authority to receive this, but he 

has no authority to give it.  Therefore he does not ordain to the 

clergy. Upon the ordination of a presbyter he seals; the bishop 

ordains. 
                                                                                                                                                                                  
 The bishop shall give thanks according to all that was said 

above.  It is not at all necessary that he prays with the very same 

words given above, as though by an effort of memory giving thanks 

to God. Each shall pray whatever is according to his ability.  If 

someone has the ability to pray a lengthy and solemn prayer, that is 

well. If someone else, in praying, offers a short prayer, this is not to 

be prevented. That prayer must only be correct in orthodoxy. 
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 Those who are to receive baptism shall fast on the Preparation 

of the Sabbath. On the Sabbath, those who are to receive baptism 

shall all gather together in one place chosen according to the will of 

the bishop. They shall be commanded to pray and kneel.  

Then, laying his hand on them, he will exorcise every foreign spirit, 

so that they flee from them and never return to them. When he has 

finished exorcising them, he shall breathe on their faces and seal 

their foreheads, ears and noses. Then he shall raise them up.  They 

shall all keep vigil all night, reading and instructing them.   

 At the hour in which the cock crows, they shall first pray over 

the water.  When they come to the water, the water shall be pure and 

flowing, that is, the water of a spring or a flowing body of water.  

Then they shall take off all their clothes.  The children shall 

be baptized first. All of the children who can answer for themselves, 

let them answer. If there are any children who cannot answer for 

themselves, let their parents answer for them, or someone else from 

their family.  After this, the men will be baptized. Finally, the 

women, after they have unbound their hair, and removed their 

jewelry. No one shall take any foreign object with themselves down 

into the water.                                                                                                                  

 At the time determined for baptism, the bishop shall give thanks 

over some oil, which he puts in a vessel. It is called the Oil of 

Thanksgiving.  He shall take some more oil and exorcise it. It is 

called the Oil of Exorcism.  A deacon shall hold the Oil of Exorcism 

and stand on the left. Another deacon shall hold the Oil of 

Thanksgiving and stand on the right.                                                                                                               

 When the elder takes hold of each of them who are to receive 

baptism, he shall tell each of them to renounce, saying, "I renounce 

you Satan, all your service, and all your works."  After he has said 

this, he shall anoint each with the Oil of Exorcism, saying, "Let 

every evil spirit depart from you."  Then, after these things, the 

bishop passes each of them on nude to the elder who stands at the 

water. They shall stand in the water naked. A deacon, likewise, will 

go down with them into the water.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 When each of them to be baptized has gone down into the 

water, the one baptizing shall lay hands on each of them, asking, 

"Do you believe in God the Father Almighty?"                                                                                           

 And the one being baptized shall answer, "I believe."                                                                                         

 He shall then baptize each of them once, laying his hand upon 

each of their heads.                                        

 Then he shall ask, "Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God, who was born of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, who was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate, and died, and rose on the third day 

living from the dead, and ascended into heaven, and sat down at the 

right hand of the Father, the one coming to judge the living and the 

dead?"                                                                                                                                

 When each has answered, "I believe," he shall baptize a second 

time.                                                                     

 Then he shall ask, "Do you believe in the Holy Spirit and the 

Holy Church and the resurrection of the flesh?"                                                                                                                                                                

 Then each being baptized shall answer, "I believe." And thus let 

him baptize the third time. 

 Afterward, when they have come up out of the water, they shall 

be anointed by the elder with the Oil of Thanksgiving, saying, "I 

anoint you with holy oil in the name of Jesus Christ."  Then, drying 

themselves, they shall dress and afterwards gather in the church. 

 The bishop will then lay his hand upon them, invoking, saying,  

 "Lord God, you who have made these worthy of the removal of 

sins through the bath of regeneration, make them worthy to be filled 

with your Holy Spirit, grant to them your grace, that they might 

serve you according to your will, for to you is the glory, Father and 

Son with the Holy Spirit, in the Holy Church, now and throughout 

the ages of the ages. Amen.” 

 After this he pours the oil into his hand, and laying his hand on 

each of their heads, says, 

 "I anoint you with holy oil in God the Father Almighty, and 

Christ Jesus, and the Holy Spirit." 

 Then, after sealing each of them on the forehead, he shall give 

them the kiss of peace and say, 

 "The Lord be with you." 

And the one who has been baptized shall say, "And with your spirit."  
 

 From then on they will pray together will all the people. Prior to 

this they may not pray with the faithful until they have completed 

all.  After they pray, let them give the kiss of peace. 
 Then the deacons shall immediately bring the oblation. The 

bishop shall bless the bread, which is the symbol of the Body of 

Christ; and the bowl of mixed wine, which is the symbol of the 

Blood which has been shed for all who believe in him; and the milk 

and honey mixed together, in fulfillment of the promise made to the 

fathers, in which he said, "a land flowing with milk and honey," 

which Christ indeed gave. The bishop shall give an explanation of 

all these things to those who are receiving. 

Breaking the bread, distributing a piece to each, he shall say,  

 "The Bread of Heaven in Jesus Christ." 
 And the one who receives shall answer, "Amen." 

 

The elders, and the deacons if there are not enough, shall hold the 

cups and stand together in good order and with reverence: first the 

one who holds the water, second the one who holds the milk, and 

third the one who holds the wine.  They who partake shall taste of 

each three times. 

 When these things are done, they shall be zealous to do good 

works, and to please God, living honorably, devoting themselves to 

the church, doing the things which they were taught, and advancing 

in piety. 

 


