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                      Handout 4A 

Roman Catholicism & Eastern Orthodoxy (continued) 

Pope Gregory VII:                                           

Simony and Celibacy (1074) 

Church reformers in the late 11th century sought to attack what they 

saw as "abuses”, especially simony [paying for ecclesiastical office] 

and clerical marriage.  Both practices were condemned by a Roman 

council held in 1074 early in the pontificate of Pope Gregory VII (I 

073 -1085).  

Those who have been advanced to any grade of holy orders, or to 

any office, through simony, that is, by the payment of money, shall 

hereafter have no right to officiate in the holy church.  Those also 

who have secured churches by giving money shall certainly be 

deprived of them.  And in the future it shall be illegal for anyone to 

buy or to sell [any ecclesiastical office, position, etc.].  

Nor shall clergymen who are married say mass or serve the altar in 

any way.  We decree also that if they refuse to obey our orders, or 

rather those of the holy fathers, the people shall refuse to receive 

their ministrations, in order that those who disregard the love of God 

and the dignity of their office may be brought to their senses through 

feeling the shame of the world and the reproof of the people.  

Pope Gregory VII: Dictatus Papae (1075) 

The Dictatus Papae was included in the Pope's register in the year 

1075.  Some argue that it was written by Pope Gregory VII (r. 1073-

1085) himself, others argues that it had a much later origin.  There 

is little doubt that the principals below do express the pope's 

principals.  

The Dictates of the Pope 

1. That the Roman church was founded by God alone.  

2. That the Roman pontiff alone can with right be called universal.  

3. That he alone can depose or reinstate bishops.  

4. That, in a council his legate, even if a lower grade, is above all 

bishops, and can pass sentence of deposition against them.  

5. That, among other things, we ought not to remain in the same 

house with those excommunicated by him.  

6. That for him alone is it lawful, according to the needs of the 

time, to make new laws, to assemble together new 

congregations, to make an abbey of a canonry; and, on the other 

hand, to divide a rich bishopric and unite the poor ones.  

7. That he alone may use the imperial insignia.  

8. That of the pope alone all princes shall kiss the feet.  

9. That his name alone shall be spoken in the churches.  

10. That this is the only name in the world.  

11. That it may be permitted to him to depose emperors.  

12. That he may be permitted to transfer bishops if need be.  

13. That he has power to ordain a clerk of any church he may wish.  

14. That he who is ordained by him may preside over another 

church, but may not hold a subordinate position; and that such a 

one may not receive a higher grade from any bishop.  

15. That no synod shall be called a general one without his order.  

16. That a sentence passed by him may be retracted by no one; and 

that he himself, alone of all, may retract it.  

17. That he himself may be judged by no one.  

18. That no one shall dare to condemn one who appeals to the 

apostolic chair.  

19. That to the latter should be referred the more important cases of 

every church.  

20. That the Roman church has never erred; nor will it err to all 

eternity, the Scripture bearing witness.  

21. That the Roman pontiff, if he have been canonically ordained, 

is undoubtedly made a saint by the merits of St. Peter.  

22. That he may depose and reinstate bishops without assembling a 

synod.  

23. That he who is not at peace with the Roman church shall not be 

considered catholic.  

24. That he may absolve subjects from their fealty to wicked men.  

Pope Gregory VII:                                               

Lay Investitures Forbidden (1080) 

Gregory issued a decree in 1073 forbidding prelates to receive their 

churches from lay rulers.  The text of this decree against "lay 

investiture" has been lost.  The following text is a reenactment of the 

same prohibition in 1078.  

Inasmuch as we have learned that, contrary to the establishments of 

the holy fathers, the investiture with churches is, in many places, 

performed by lay persons; and that from this case many disturbances 

arise in the church by which the Christian religion is trodden under 

foot: we decree that no one of the clergy shall receive the investiture 

with a bishopric or abbey or church from the hand of an emperor or 

king or of any lay person, male or female.  But if he shall presume to 

do so he shall clearly know that such investiture is bereft of apostolic 

authority, and that he himself shall lie under excommunication until 

fitting satisfaction shall have been rendered.  

King Henry IV:                                             

Letter to Gregory VII (Jan 24, 1076) 

King Henry IV of Germany (1056-1106) in January 1076 

condemned Gregory as a usurper.  

Henry, king not through usurpation but through the holy ordination 

of God, to Hildebrand, at present not pope but false monk.  

Such greeting as this hast thou merited through thy disturbances, 

inasmuch as there is no grade in the church which thou hast omitted 

to make a partaker not of honor but of confusion, not of benediction 

but of malediction.  For, to mention few and especial cases out of 

many, not only hast thou not feared to lay hands upon the rulers of 

the holy church, the anointed of the Lord -- the archbishops, bishops, 

and priests --but thou hast trodden them under foot like slaves 

ignorant of what their master is doing.  Thou hast won favor from 

the common herd by crushing them; thou hast looked upon all of 
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them as knowing nothing, upon thy sole self, moreover, as knowing 

all things.  This knowledge, however, thou hast used not for 

edification but for destruction; so that with reason we believe that St. 

Gregory, whose name thou has usurped for thyself, was prophesying 

concerning thee when he said: "The pride of him who is in power 

increases the more, the greater the number of those subject to him; 

and he thinks that he himself can do more than all."  

And we, indeed, have endured all this, being eager to guard the 

honor of the apostolic see; thou, however, has understood our 

humility to be fear, and hast not, accordingly, shunned to rise up 

against the royal power conferred upon us by God, daring to threaten 

to divest us of it.  As if we had received our kingdom from thee!  As 

if the kingdom and the empire were in thine and not in God's hand!  

And this although our Lord Jesus Christ did call us to the kingdom, 

did not, however, call thee to the priesthood.  For thou has ascended 

by the following steps. By wiles, namely, which the profession of 

monk abhors, thou has achieved money; by money, favor; by the 

sword, the throne of peace.  And from the throne of peace thou hast 

disturbed peace, inasmuch as thou hast armed subjects against those 

in authority over them; inasmuch as thou, who wert not called, hast 

taught that our bishops called of God are to be despised; inasmuch as 

thou hast usurped for laymen and the ministry over their priests, 

allowing them to depose or condemn those whom they themselves 

had received as teachers from the hand of God through the laying on 

of hands of the bishops.  

On me also who, although unworthy to be among the anointed, have 

nevertheless been anointed to the kingdom, thou hast lain thy hand; 

me whoas the tradition of the holy Fathers teaches, declaring that I 

am not to be deposed for any crime unless, which God forbid, I 

should have strayed from the faith, am subject to the judgment of 

God alone.  For himself the true pope, Peter, also exclaims: "Fear 

God, honor the king."  But thou who does not fear God, dost 

dishonor in me his appointed one.  Wherefore St. Paul, when he has 

not spared an angel of Heaven if he shall have preached otherwise, 

has not excepted thee also who dost teach other-wise upon earth.  

For he says: "If any one, either I or an angel from Heaven, should 

preach a gospel other than that which has been preached to you, he 

shall be damned."  Thou, therefore, damned by this curse and by the 

judgment of all our bishops and by our own, descend and relinquish 

the apostolic chair which thou has usurped.  Let another ascend the 

throne of St. Peter, who shall not practice violence under the cloak 

of religion, but shall teach the sound doctrine of St. Peter.  I Henry, 

king by the grace of God, do say unto thee, together with all our 

bishops: Descend, descend, to be damned throughout the ages.  

Pope Gregory VII: Deposition and Banning 

of King Henry IV (1076) 

O St. Peter, chief of the apostles, incline to us, I beg, thy holy ears, 

and hear me thy servant whom thou has nourished from infancy, and 

whom, until this day, thou hast freed from the hand of the wicked, 

who have hated and do hate me for my faithfulness to thee. Thou, 

and my mistress the mother of God, and thy brother St. Paul are 

witnesses for me among all the saints that thy holy Roman church 

drew me to its helm against my will; that I had no thought of 

ascending thy chair through force, and that I would rather have 

ended my life as a pilgrim than, by secular means, to have seized thy 

throne for the sake of earthly glory.  

And therefore I believe it to be through thy grace and not through 

my own deeds that it has pleased and does please thee that the 

Christian people, who have been especially committed to thee, 

should obey me. And especially to me, as thy representative and by 

thy favor, has the power been granted by God of binding and loosing 

in Heaven and on earth. On the strength of this belief therefore, for 

the honor and security of thy church, in the name of Almighty God, 

Father, Son and Holy Ghost, I withdraw, through thy power and 

authority, from Henry the king, son of Henry the emperor, who has 

risen against thy church with unheard of insolence, the rule over the 

whole kingdom of the Germans and over Italy. And I absolve all 

Christians from the bonds of the oath which they have made or shall 

make to him; and I forbid any one to serve him as king. For it is 

fitting that he who strives to lessen the honor of thy church should 

himself lose the honor which belongs to him.  

And since he has scorned to obey as a Christian, and has not 

returned to God whom he had deserted -- holding intercourse with 

the excommunicated; practicing manifold iniquities; spurning my 

commands which, as thou dost bear witness, I issued to him for his 

own salvation; separating himself from thy church and striving to 

rend it -- I bind him in thy stead with the chain of the anathema. 

And, leaning on thee, I so bind him that the people may know and 

have proof that thou art Peter, and above thy rock the Son of the 

living God hath built His church, and the gates of Hell shall not 

prevail against it.  

The Concordat of Worms (1122) 

The first phase of the papal-imperial struggle of the Middle Ages 

only finally came to an end with the Concordat or Worms in 1122. 

The King was recognized as having the right to invest bishops with 

secular authority, but not with sacred authority. The struggle, 

however, would continue.  

Privilege of Pope Calixtus II 

I, bishop Calixtus, servant of the servants of God, do grant to thee 

beloved son, Henry-by the grace of God august emperor of the 

Romans - that the elections of the bishops and abbots of the German 

kingdom, who belong to the kingdom, shall take place in thy 

presence, without simony and without any violence; so that if any 

discord shall arise between the parties concerned, thou, by the 

counsel or judgment of the metropolitan and the co-provincials, 

may'st give consent and aid to the party which has the more right. 

The one elected, moreover, without any exaction may receive the 

regalia from thee through the lance, and shall do unto thee for these 

what he rightfully should.  

Edict of the Emperor Henry V 

In the name of the holy and indivisible Trinity, I, Henry, by the 

grace of God august emperor of the Romans, for the love of God and 

of the holy Roman church and of our master pope Calixtus, and for 

the healing of my soul, do remit to God, and to the holy apostles of 

God, Peter and Paul, and to the holy catholic church, all investiture 

through ring and staff; and do grant that in all the churches that are 

in my kingdom or empire there may be canonical election and free 

consecration. All the possessions and regalia of St. Peter which, 

from the beginning of this discord unto this day, whether in the time 

of my father or also in mine, have been abstracted, and which I hold: 

I restore to that same holy Roman church.  As to the possessions also 

of all other churches and princes, and of all other lay and clerical 

persons which have been lost in that war: according to the counsel of 
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the princes, or according to justice, I will restore the things that I 

hold; and of those things which I do not hold I will faithfully aid in 

the restoration. And I grant true peace to our master pope Calixtus, 

and to the holy Roman church, and to all those who are or have been 

on its side. And in matters where the holy Roman church shall 

demand aid I will grant it; and in matters concerning which it shall 

make complaint to me I will duly grant to it justice. 

First Lateran Council (1123) 

INTRODUCTION  

In 1123, during the pontificate of Pope Callistus II, a general Roman 

council was held "for various important matters of the church", as 

Callistus himself says in the letter of convocation which he sent on 

June 25, 1122. A great number of bishops, abbots and religious, 

numbering at least 300, gathered in Rome from the western 

churches, although none that we know of came from the eastern 

churches.  The council began on March 18, 1123, with the pope 

presiding. There were at least two sessions. The council ended by 

April 6, 1123.  

This council is often called "general" in the letters and decrees of 

Pope Callistus II. It is reasonable, however, to doubt its ecumenicity. 

Indeed the manner in which the council was called and conducted by 

the pope and the fathers differed from that of the older councils. 

Moreover several other councils, similar to Lateran I, were convened 

in the 11th and 12th centuries but were not termed ecumenical. The 

ecumenicity of this council seems, as far as we can tell, to have been 

confirmed later by the tradition of the Roman church.  

There had long been conflict between church and state, though some 

sort of a solution had been reached a short time before at the 

Concordat of Worms (September 1122). Thus, questions concerning 

the investiture of prelates and the freedom of the church were a 

major concern of the council. The said concordat was approved & 

confirmed by the council's authority. Thereby a measure of peace 

and discipline was restored to the church.  

The fathers devoted themselves principally to the reform of the 

church, to the abolition of simony and to the correction of 

ecclesiastical abuses. Thus pope Callistus, following as closely as he 

could the examples of Gregory VII and Urban II, and supported by 

the approval of the council, brought to a successful conclusion 

matters which had engrossed the whole church's effort and zeal for 

almost fifty years.  

C A N O N S  

1. Following the examples of the holy fathers and renewing them as 

we are bound by our office, by the authority of the apostolic see we 

altogether forbid anyone to be ordained or promoted in the church of 

God for money. If anyone indeed should have been ordained or 

promoted in the church in such a fashion, let him be utterly deprived 

of the office acquired.  

2. We absolutely forbid those excommunicated by their own bishops 

to be received into communion by other bishops, abbots and clergy.  

3. No one may consecrate as a bishop someone who is not 

canonically elected. If anyone should presume to do this, let both 

consecrator and consecrated be deposed beyond hope of restoration.  

4. Absolutely no archdeacon, archpriest, provost, or dean may grant 

to anyone the care of souls or prebends in a church without the 

decision or consent of the bishop. Rather, as it is constituted by the 

holy canons, let the care of souls and the dispensing of ecclesiastical 

affairs remain in the decision and power of the bishop. Indeed, if 

anyone presumes to do something against this, or to claim for 

himself the power which pertains to the bishop, let him be banished 

from the bounds of the church  

7. We absolutely forbid priests, deacons, or subdeacons to live with 

concubines and wives, and to cohabit with other women, except 

those whom the council of Nicaea permitted to dwell with them 

solely on account of necessity, namely a mother, sister, paternal or 

maternal aunt, or other such persons, about whom no suspicion 

could justly arise  

8. We further resolve, in accordance with the statute of the most 

blessed pope Stephen, that lay persons, however religious they may 

be, have no power to dispose of any ecclesiastical business; but 

following the apostolic canons, let the bishop have the care of all 

ecclesiastical matters, and let him manage them as in the sight of 

God. Therefore if any prince or other lay person should arrogate to 

himself the disposition or donation of ecclesiastical things or 

possessions, let him be regarded as sacrilegious.  

10. To those who set out for Jerusalem and offer effective help 

towards the defense of the Christian people and overcoming the 

tyranny of the infidels, we grant the remission of their sins, and we 

place their houses and families and all their goods under the 

protection of blessed Peter and the Roman church, just as has been 

decreed by our lord pope Urban. Whoever dares to carry off their 

houses, families and goods, while they are on their way, shall be 

punished with excommunication.  Those who have put crosses on 

their clothes, with a view to journeying to Jerusalem or to Spain, 

and have later taken them off, we command by our apostolic 

authority to wear the crosses again and to complete the journey 

between this Easter and the following Easter. Otherwise, from that 

moment we cut them off from entry into church and forbid divine 

services in all their lands, apart from the baptism of infants and 

confessions for the dying.  

14. If anyone tries to attack pilgrims to Rome and foreigners visiting 

the shrines of the apostles and the oratories of other saints, or to rob 

them of the things they bring, or to trouble merchants with new 

exactions of tolls and fees, let him be deprived of Christian 

communion until he makes reparation.  

18. Priests are to be appointed to parish churches by the bishops, to 

whom they shall answer for the care of souls and for those matters 

which pertain to the bishop. They may not receive tithes or churches 

from lay persons without the consent and wish of the bishops; and if 

they presume to do otherwise, they shall be subject to the canonical 

penalty.   

21. We absolutely forbid priests, deacons, subdeacons and monks to 

have concubines or to contract marriages. We adjudge, as the sacred 

canons have laid down, that marriage contracts between such 
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persons should be made void and the persons ought to undergo 

penance.  

Pope Urban II:                                                

Speech at Synod of Clermont (1095)                                           
(According to Fulcher of Chartres) 

In 1094 Alexios I Komnenos, the Byzantine emperor, sent to the 

pope, Urban II, and asked for aid from the west against the Seljuk 

Turks, who had taken nearly all of Asia Minor from him. At the 

synod of Clermont Urban addressed a great crowd and urged all to 

go to the aid of the Greeks and to recover Palestine from the rule of 

the Muslims. The acts of the synod have not been preserved, but we 

have four accounts of the speech of Urban which were written by 

men who were present and heard him. Here is the one by the 

chronicler Fulcher of Chartres.  

Most beloved brethren: Urged by necessity, I, Urban, by the 

permission of God chief bishop and prelate over the whole world, 

have come into these parts as an ambassador with a divine 

admonition to you, the servants of God. I hoped to find you as 

faithful and as zealous in the service of God as I had supposed you 

to be. But if there is in you any deformity or crookedness contrary to 

God's law, with divine help I will do my best to remove it. For God 

has put you as stewards over his family to minister to it. Happy 

indeed will you be if he finds you faithful in your stewardship. You 

are called shepherds; see that you do not act as hirelings. But be true 

shepherds, with your crooks always in your hands. Do not go to 

sleep, but guard on all sides the flock committed to you. For if 

through your carelessness or negligence a wolf carries away one of 

your sheep, you will surely lose the reward laid up for you with God.  

You must especially let all matters that pertain to the church be 

controlled by the law of the church. And be careful that simony does 

not take root among you, lest both those who buy and those who sell 

[church offices] be beaten with the scourges of the Lord through 

narrow streets and driven into the place of destruction and 

confusion. Keep the church and the clergy in all its grades entirely 

free from the secular power. See that the tithes that belong to God 

are faithfully paid from all the produce of the land; let them not be 

sold or withheld. If anyone seizes a bishop let him be treated as an 

outlaw. If anyone seizes or robs monks, or clergymen, or nuns, or 

their servants, or pilgrims, or merchants, let him be anathema [that 

is, cursed].   

"Although, O sons of God, you have promised more firmly than ever 

to keep the peace among yourselves and to preserve the rights of the 

church, there remains still an important work for you to do. Freshly 

quickened by the divine correction, you must apply the strength of 

your righteousness to another matter which concerns you as well as 

God. For your brethren who live in the east are in urgent need of 

your help, and you must hasten to give them the aid which has often 

been promised them. For, as the most of you have heard, the Turks 

and Arabs have attacked them and have conquered the territory the 

Greek empire as far west as the shore of the Mediterranean and the 

Hellespont, which is called the Arm of St. George. They have 

occupied more and more of the lands of those Christians, and have 

overcome them in seven battles. They have killed and captured 

many, and have destroyed the churches and devastated the empire. If 

you permit them to continue thus, the faithful of God will be much 

more widely attacked by them. On this account I, or rather the Lord, 

beseech you as Christ's heralds to publish this everywhere and to 

persuade all people of whatever rank, foot-soldiers and knights, poor 

and rich, to carry aid promptly to those Christians and to destroy that 

vile race from the lands of our friends. I say this to those who are 

present, and also for those who are absent. Moreover, Christ 

commands it.  

"All who die by the way, whether by land or by sea, or in battle 

against the pagans, shall have immediate remission of sins. This I 

grant them through the power of God with which I am invested. O 

what a disgrace if such a despised and base race, which worships 

demons, should conquer a people which has the faith of omnipotent 

God and is made glorious with the name of Christ! With what 

reproaches will the Lord overwhelm us if you do not aid those who, 

with us, profess the Christian religion! Let those who have been 

accustomed unjustly to wage private warfare against the faithful now 

go against the infidels and end with victory this war which should 

have been begun long ago. Let those who for a long time, have been 

robbers, now become knights. Let those who have been fighting 

against their brothers and relatives now fight in a proper way against 

the barbarians. Let those who have been serving as mercenaries for 

small pay now obtain the eternal reward. Let those who have been 

wearing themselves out in both body and soul now work for a 

double honor. Let those who go not put off the journey, but rent their 

lands and collect money for their expenses; and as soon as winter is 

over and spring comes, let them eagerly set out on the way with God 

as their guide."  

Albert of Aix: Emico and the Slaughter of 

the Rhineland Jews 

 At the beginning of summer in the same year in which Peter, and 

Gottschalk, after collecting an army, had set out, there assembled in 

like fashion a large and innumerable host of Christians from diverse 

kingdoms and lands; namely, from the realms of France, England, 

Flanders, and Lorraine. . . . I know not whether by a judgment of the 

Lord, or by some error of mind;, they rose in a spirit of cruelty 

against the Jewish people scattered throughout these cities and 

slaughtered them without mercy, especially in the Kingdom of 

Lorraine, asserting it to be the beginning of their expedition and their 

duty against the enemies of the Christian faith. This slaughter of 

Jews was done first by citizens of Cologne. These suddenly fell upon 

a small band of Jews and severely wounded and killed many; they 

destroyed the houses and synagogues of the Jews and divided among 

themselves a very large amount of money. When the Jews saw this 

cruelty, about two hundred in the silence of the night began flight by 

boat to Neuss. The pilgrims and crusaders discovered them, and after 

taking away all their possessions, inflicted on them similar slaughter, 

leaving not even one alive.  

Not long after this, they started upon their journey, as they had 

vowed, and arrived in a great multitude at the city of Mainz. There 

Count Emico, a nobleman, a very mighty man in this region, was 

awaiting, with a large band of Teutons, the arrival of the pilgrims 

who were coming thither from diverse lands by the King's highway.  

The Jews of this city, knowing of the slaughter of their brethren, and 

that they themselves could not escape the hands of so many, fled in 

hope of safety to Bishop Rothard. They put an infinite treasure in his 

guard and trust, having much faith in his protection, because he was 

Bishop of the city. Then that excellent Bishop of the city cautiously 

set aside the incredible amount of money received from them. He 

placed the Jews in the very spacious hall of his own house, away 
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from the sight of Count Emico and his followers, that they might 

remain safe and sound in a very secure and strong place.  

But Emico and the rest of his band held a council and, after sunrise, 

attacked the Jews in the hall with arrows and lances. Breaking the 

bolts and doors, they killed the Jews, about seven hundred in 

number, who in vain resisted the force and attack of so many 

thousands. They killed the women, also, and with their swords 

pierced tender children of whatever age and sex. The Jews, seeing 

that their Christian enemies were attacking them and their children, 

and that they were sparing no age, likewise fell upon one another, 

brother, children, wives, and sisters, and thus they perished at each 

other's hands. Horrible to say, mothers cut the throats of nursing 

children with knives and stabbed others, preferring them to perish 

thus by their own hands rather than to be killed by the weapons of 

the uncircumcised.  

From this cruel slaughter of the Jews a few escaped; and a few 

because of fear, rather than because of love of the Christian faith, 

were baptized. With very great spoils taken from these people, 

Count Emico, Clarebold, Thomas, and all that intolerable company 

of men and women then continued on their way to Jerusalem… 

So the hand of the Lord is believed to have been against the pilgrim 

who had sinned by excessive impurity and fornication, and who had 

slaughtered the exiled Jews through greed of money, rather than for 

the sake of God's justice, although the Jews were opposed to Christ. 

The Lord is a just judge and orders no one unwillingly, or under 

compulsion, to come under the yoke of the Catholic faith.  

Fulcher of Chartres:                                              

The Capture of Jerusalem (1099) 

The final act of the First Crusade was Christian attack on 

Jerusalem, which was captured on July 15, 1099. Fulcher of 

Chartres, the author of this account, participated in the storming of 

the city and in the bloody massacre which followed. 

On the seventh of June the Franks besieged Jerusalem. The city is 

located in a mountainous region, which is lacking in rivers, woods, 

and springs, except the Fountain of Siloam, where there is plenty of 

water, but it empties forth only at certain intervals. This fountain 

empties into the valley, at the foot of Mount Zion, and flows into the 

course of the brook of Kedron, which, during the winter, flows 

through the valley of Jehosaphat. There are many cisterns, which 

furnish abundant water within the city. When filled by the winter 

rains and well cared for, they offer both men and beasts an unfailing 

supply at all times. Moreover, the city is laid out most beautifully, 

and cannot be criticized.  On the west is the tower of David, which is 

flanked on both sides by the broad wall of the city. The lower half of 

the wall is solid masonry, of square stones and mortar, sealed with 

molten lead. So strong is this wall that, if fifteen or twenty men 

should be well supplied with provisions, they would never be taken 

by any army. . . .  

When the Franks saw how difficult it would be to take the city, the 

leaders ordered scaling ladders to be made, hoping that by a brave 

assault it might be possible to surmount the walls by means of 

ladders and thus take the city, God helping. So the ladders were 

made, and on the day following the seventh, in the early morning, 

the leaders ordered the attack, and, with the trumpets sounding, a 

splendid assault was made on the city from all sides. The attack 

lasted till the sixth hour, but it was discovered that the city could not 

be entered by the use of ladders, which were few in number, and 

sadly we ceased the attack.  

Then a council was held, and it was ordered that siege machines 

should be constructed by the artisans, so that by moving them close 

to the wall we might accomplish our purpose, with the aid of God. 

This was done. When the tower had been put together and bad been 

covered with hides, it was moved nearer to the wall. Then knights, 

few in number, but brave, at the sound of the trumpet, took their 

places in the tower and began to shoot stones and arrows. The 

Saracens defended themselves vigorously, and, with slings, very 

skillfully hurled back burning firebrands, which had been dipped in 

oil and fresh fat. Many on both sides, fighting in this manner, often 

found themselves in the presence of death.  

On the following day the work again began at the sound of the 

trumpet, and to such purpose that the rams, by continual pounding, 

made a hole through one part of the wall… At the noon hour on 

Friday, with trumpets sounding, amid great commotion and shouting 

"God help us," the Franks entered the city. When the pagans saw one 

standard planted on the wall, they were completely demoralized, and 

all their former boldness vanished, and they turned to flee through 

the narrow streets of the city. Those who were already in rapid flight 

began to flee more rapidly.  

Count Raymond and his men, who were attacking the wall on the 

other side, did not yet know of all this, until they saw the Saracens 

leap from the wall in front of them. Forthwith, they joyfully rushed 

into the city to pursue and kill the nefarious enemies, as their 

comrades were already doing. Some Saracens, Arabs, and 

Ethiopians took refuge in the tower of David, others fled to the 

temples of the Lord and of Solomon. A great fight took place in the 

court and porch of the temples, where they were unable to escape 

from our gladiators. Many fled to the roof of the temple of Solomon, 

and were shot with arrows, so that they fell to the ground dead. In 

this temple almost ten thousand were killed. Indeed, if you had been 

there you would have seen our feet colored to our ankles with the 

blood of the slain. But what more shall I relate? None of them were 

left alive; neither women nor children were spared.  

Thus, after several days they burned a great heap of dead bodies, that 

they might more easily get the precious metal from the ashes. 

Moreover, Tancred broke into the temple of the Lord and most 

wrongfully stole much gold and silver, also precious stones, but 

later, repenting of his action, after everything had been accounted 

for, be restored all to its former place of sanctity.  

The carnage over, the crusaders entered the houses and took 

whatever they found in them. Thus many poor men became rich. 

Afterward, all, clergy and laymen, went to the Sepulcher of the Lord 

and His glorious temple, singing the ninth chant. With fitting 

humility, they repeated prayers and made their offering at the holy 

places that they had long desired to visit. . . .  

It was the eleven hundredth year of our Lord, if you subtract one, 

when the people of Gaul took the city. It was the 15th day of July 

when the Franks in their might captured the city. It was the eleven 

hundredth year minus one after the birth of our Lord, the 15th day of 

July in the two hundred and eighty-fifth year after the death of 
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Charles the Great and the twelfth year after the death of William I of 

England.  

Pope Innocent III:                                      

Summons to the 4th Crusade (1215) 

Aspiring with ardent desire to liberate the Holy Land from the hands 

of the ungodly, by the counsel of prudent men who fully know the 

circumstances of times and places the holy council approving: we 

decree that the crusaders shall so prepare themselves that, at the 

Calends of the June following the next one, all who have arranged to 

cross by sea shall come together in the kingdom of Sicily, in order 

that by our counsel and aid the Christian army may be healthfully 

arranged, about to start with the divine and apostolic benediction.  

2. Priests, moreover, and other clergy who shall be in the Christian 

army, subordinates as well as prelates, shall diligently insist with 

prayer and exhortation, teaching the crusaders by word and example 

alike that they should always have the divine fear and love before 

their eyes, and that they should not say or do anything which might 

offend the divine majesty. Although at times they may lapse into sin, 

through true penitence they shall soon arise again; showing humility 

of heart and body, and observing moderation as well in their living 

as in their apparel; altogether avoiding dissensions. So that, thus 

armed with spiritual and material weapons, they may fight the more 

securely against the enemies of the faith; not presuming in their own 

power, but hoping in the divine virtue.  

4. Lest therefore this holy undertaking should happen to be impeded 

or retarded, we distinctly enjoin on all the prelates of the churches, 

that, separately, throughout their districts, they diligently move and 

induce to fulfil their vows to God those who have arranged to 

resume the sign of the cross; and besides these, the others who are 

signed who have hitherto been signed; and that, if it shall be 

necessary, through sentences of excommunication against their 

persons and of interdict against their lands, all backsliding being put 

an end to, they compel them to fulfil their vows: those only being 

excepted who shall meet with some impediment on account of 

which, according to the ordinance of the apostolic chair, their vow 

may rightly be commuted or deferred.  

5. Besides this, lest anything which pertains to the work of Jesus 

Christ be omitted, we will and command that the patriarchs, 

archbishops, bishops, abbots and others who obtain the care of souls 

shall studiously propound to those committed to them the word of 

the cross, exhorting through the Father and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit - the one sole true eternal God - the kings, dukes, princes, 

margraves, counts and barons and other magnates, also the 

communities of the cities towns and burghs, that those who do not in 

person go to the aid of the Holy Land, shall donate a suitable number 

of warriors, with the necessary expenses for three years, according to 

their own wealth, for the remission of their sins. Of this remission 

we wish to be partakers not only those who furnish their own ships, 

but also those who on account of this work have striven to build new 

ships.  

7. Lest, however, we seem to impose upon the shoulders of men 

heavy and unbearable burdens which we are unwilling to put a 

finger to, like those who only say, and do not do; behold we do grant 

and give thirty thousand pounds to this work; and, besides the 

transport from Rome and the neighboring places that we have 

granted, we assign in addition, for this same purpose, three thousand 

marks of silver which have remained over to us from the alms of 

some of the faithful. 

16. Since, moreover., in order to carry on this matter it is most 

necessary that the princes and the People of Christ should mutually 

observe peace: we do establish that, at least for four years, 

throughout the whole Christian world, a general peace shall be 

observed; so that, through the prelates of the churches, the 

contending parties may be brought back to inviolably observe a full 

peace or a firm truce.  And those who by chance, shall scorn to 

acquiesce, shall be most sternly compelled to do so through 

excommunication against their persons and interdict against their 

land; unless the maliciousness of the injuries shall be so great, that 

the persons themselves ought not to have the benefit of such peace. 

But if by chance they despise the ecclesiastical censure, not without 

reason shall they fear lest, through the authority of the church, the 

secular power may be brought to bear against them as against 

disturbers of what pertains to the Crucified One.  

17. We therefore, trusting in the mercy of almighty God and in the 

authority of the blessed apostles Peter and Paul, from that power of 

binding and loosing which God conferred on us, although unworthy, 

do grant to all who shall undergo this labor in their own persons and 

at their own expense, full pardon of their sins of which in their heart 

they shall have freely repented, and which they shall have confessed; 

and, at the retribution of the just, we promise them an increase of 

eternal salvation. To those, moreover, who do not go hither in their 

own persons, but who only at their own expense, according to their 

wealth quality, send suitable men; and to those likewise, although at 

another's expense, go, nevertheless, we grant full pardon of their 

sins. Of this remission, we will and grant that, according to the 

quality of their aid and the depth of their devotion, all shall be 

partakers, who shall suitably minister from their goods towards the 

aid of that same Land, or who shall give timely counsel and aid. To 

all, moreover, who piously proceed in this work the general synod 

imparts in common the aid of all its benefits, that it may help them 

to salvation.  

Given at the Lateran, on the nineteenth day before the Calends of 

January (Dec 14th) in the eighteenth year of out pontificate.  

Pope Innocent III:                                        

Reprimand of Papal Legate                                                   
(On hearing of the sack of Constantinople in 1204) 

Pope Innocent III was furious at the conquest of Constantinople. He 

wrote the following letter in anger to the papal legate. Despite these 

bitter words, there was little that the Pope could do to alter what 

had happened and so, as his initial anger subsided, Innocent first 

recognized and then embraced the new order in Constantinople.  

To Peter, Cardinal Priest of the Title of St. Marcellus, Legate of the 

Apostolic See.  

We were not a little astonished and disturbed to bear that you, in fear 

of the looming perils of the Holy Land, have left the province of 

Jerusalem (which, at this point is in such great need) and that you 

have gone by ship to Constantinople. And now we see that what we 

dreaded has occurred and what we feared has come to pass.... For 

you, who ought to have looked for help for the Holy Land, you who 

should have stirred up others, both by word and by example, to assist 
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the Holy Land  on your own initiative you sailed to Greece. When 

you had deserted it, the Holy Land remained destitute of men, void 

of strength. Because of you, its last state was worse than the first, for 

all its friends deserted with you; nor was there any admirer to 

console it.... We ourselves were not a little agitated and, with reason, 

we acted against you, since you had fallen in with this counsel and 

because you had deserted the Land which the Lord consecrated by 

his presence, the land in which our King marvelously performed the 

mystery of our redemption....  

It was your duty to attend to the business of your legation and to 

give careful consideration, not to the capture of the Empire of 

Constantinople, but rather to the defense of what is left of the Holy 

Land and, with the Lord's leave, the restoration of what has been 

lost. We made you our representative and we sent you to gain, not 

temporal, but rather eternal riches. And for this purpose, our 

brethren provided adequately for your needs.  

We have just beard and discovered from your letters that you have 

absolved from their pilgrimage vows and their crusading obligations 

all the Crusaders who have remained to defend Constantinople from 

last March to the present. It is impossible not to be moved against 

you, for you neither should nor could give any such absolution.  

Whoever suggested such a thing to you and how did they ever lead 

your mind astray? How, indeed, is the Greek church to be brought 

back into ecclesiastical union and to a devotion for the Apostolic See 

when she has been beset with so many afflictions and persecutions 

that she sees in the Latins only an example of perdition and the 

works of darkness, so that she now, and with reason, detests the 

Latins more than dogs? As for those who were supposed to be 

seeking the ends of Jesus Christ, not their own ends, whose swords, 

which they were supposed to use against the pagans, are now 

dripping with Christian blood  they have spared neither age nor sex. 

They have committed incest, adultery, and fornication before the 

eyes of men. They have exposed both matrons and virgins, even 

those dedicated to God, to the sordid lusts of boys. Not satisfied with 

breaking open the imperial treasury and plundering the goods of 

princes and lesser men, they also laid their hands on the treasures of 

the churches and, what is more serious, on their very possessions. 

They have even ripped silver plates from the altars and have hacked 

them to pieces among themselves. They violated the holy places and 

have carried off crosses and relics. 

Furthermore, under what guise can we call upon the other Western 

peoples for aid to the Holy Land and assistance to the Empire of 

Constantinople? When the Crusaders, having given up the proposed 

pilgrimage, return absolved to their homes; when those who 

plundered the aforesaid Empire turn back and come home with their 

spoils, free of guilt; will not people then suspect that these things 

have happened, not because of the crime involved, but because of 

your deed? Let the Lord's word not be stifled in your mouth. Be not 

like a dumb dog, unable to bark. Rather, let them speak these things 

publicly, let them protest before everyone, so that the more they 

rebuke you before God and on God's account, the more they will 

find you simply negligent.  

2nd Lateran Council (1139) 

Introduction 

In Lent of 1139 a general council was summoned by Pope Innocent 

II and held in the Lateran basilica. Thus, a good number of fathers, 

at least five hundred, met in Rome. With the pope presiding the 

council began on 2 April and it seems to have ended before 17 April, 

as far as we can judge from the sources. This council is called 

"general" in the records and more frequently "plenary" by Innocent 

himself. However, there is a doubt as to its ecumenicity for the same 

reasons that affect Lateran I.  

Some heretics were condemned by the fathers, and canons were 

enacted concerning the reform of the church. The pope and the 

council fathers, following the example and mind of Pope Gregory 

VII, took up a good many canons which had been established by 

previous councils, with a view to restoring ecclesiastical discipline 

to an unblemished state.  

CANONS 

1. We decree that if anyone has been ordained simoniacally, he is 

to forfeit entirely the office which he illicitly usurped.  

2. If anyone has acquired, through payment, a prebend, priory, 

deanery or any ecclesiastical honor or preferment, or a holy thing of 

the church of any kind, such as chrism or holy oil, or the 

consecrations of altars or churches, where the execrable passion of 

avarice has been the motive, let him be deprived of the honor which 

he wrongly acquired, and let the buyer and seller and intermediary 

be stigmatized with the mark of infamy.  

3. We utterly prohibit those who have been excommunicated by 

their bishops to be received by others. Indeed, whoever knowingly 

presumes to communicate someone who has been excommunicated, 

before he is absolved by the one who excommunicated him, is to be 

held liable to the same sentence.  

6. We also decree that those in the orders of subdeacon and above 

who have taken wives or concubines are to be deprived of their 

position and ecclesiastical benefice. For since they ought to be in 

fact and in name temples of God, vessels of the Lord and sanctuaries 

of the holy Spirit, it is unbecoming that they give themselves up to 

marriage and impurity.  

7. Adhering to the path trod by our predecessors, the Roman pontiffs 

Gregory VII, Urban and Paschal, we prescribe that nobody is to hear 

the masses of those whom he knows to have wives or concubines. 

Indeed, that the law of continence and the purity pleasing to God 

might be propagated among ecclesiastical persons and those in holy 

orders, we decree that where bishops, priests, deacons, subdeacons, 

canons regular, monks and professed lay brothers have presumed to 

take wives and so transgress this holy precept, they are to be 

separated from their partners. For we do not deem there to be a 

marriage which, it is agreed, has been contracted against 

ecclesiastical law. Furthermore, when they have separated from 

each other, let them do a penance commensurate with such 

outrageous behavior.  

14. We entirely forbid, moreover, those abominable jousts and 

tournaments in which knights come together by agreement and 

rashly engage in showing off their physical prowess and daring, and 

which often result in human deaths and danger to souls. If any of 

them dies on these occasions, although penance and viaticum are not 

to be denied him when he requests them, he is to be deprived of a 

church burial.  
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21. We decree that sons of priests are to be removed from the 

ministries of the sacred altar unless they are living religiously in 

monasteries or canonries.  

3rd Lateran Council (1179) 

Introduction 

By an agreement reached at Venice in 1177, the bitter conflict which 

had arisen about twenty years earlier between Pope Alexander III 

(1159-1181) and Emperor Frederick I (1152-1190) was brought to 

an end. For when Pope Hadrian IV had died in 1159, the cardinals 

elected two popes together, namely Roland of Siena, who took the 

name of Alexander III, and Octavian of Rome who though he was 

nominated by fewer cardinals, nevertheless with the support of the 

emperor Frederick usurped the name of Pope Victor IV. The 

emperor, wishing to remove everything which stood in the way of 

his authority in Italy, declared war upon the Italian states and 

especially the Roman church which after its struggle for 

ecclesiastical liberty for so many years, was enjoying great 

authority. The emperor carried on the war for a long time. A serious 

schism had arisen out of this conflict, and after Victor IV two 

antipopes were nominated in opposition to Alexander III, namely 

Paschal III (1164-1168) and Callistus III (1168-1178). At last, when 

Alexander had gained the victory, he promised the emperor at 

Venice that he would summon a general council.  

The particular object of this council was to put an end to the schism 

within the church and the quarrel between the emperor and the 

papacy. It was summoned by Pope Alexander in 1178, "so that 

according to the custom of the ancient fathers, the good should be 

sought and confirmed by many, and that with the cooperation of the 

grace of the holy Spirit, by the efforts of all, there should be carried 

out what was required for the correction of abuses and the 

establishment of what was pleasing to God". The council was held at 

Rome in March 1179. About three hundred fathers assembled from 

the provinces of Europe and some from the Latin east. 

We do not have the same reasons for doubting the ecumenical nature 

of this council as we have for Lateran I and II. For, the way in which 

the council was summoned and conducted by the pope, and the 

number of fathers who gathered from the whole Latin world and 

devoted their efforts to strengthening the unity of the church and 

condemning heretics, resemble rather the ancient councils than 

Lateran I and II and exemplify the typical council of the Middle 

Ages presided over by the Roman pontiff. For this reason it is not 

surprising that chronicles of the period frequently refer to this 

council as Lateran I.  

Accordingly, to avoid future schisms it was first laid down that 

nobody was to be regarded as Roman pontiff unless he had been 

elected by two thirds of the cardinals (canon 1) ; all appointments by 

antipopes were deemed invalid (canon 2), heretics called Cathars 

were excommunicated and likewise were the bands of mercenaries, 

or rather criminals, which were causing utter destruction in some 

parts of Europe; it was declared, and this seems an innovation, that 

arms should be taken up against them (canon 27). All this seems to 

have been directed to strengthening the unity of the church. In 

addition, Alexander III and the fathers, renewing the precedent of 

Lateran I and II, laid down several canons for the reform of the 

church and some concerning morals and civil affairs.  

CANONS 

1. Although clear enough decrees have been handed down by our 

predecessors to avoid dissension in the choice of a sovereign pontiff, 

nevertheless in spite of these, because through wicked and reckless 

ambition the church has often suffered serious division, we too, in 

order to avoid this evil, on the advice of our brethren and with the 

approval of the sacred council, have decided that some addition must 

be made. Therefore we decree that if by chance, through some 

enemy sowing tares, there cannot be full agreement among the 

cardinals on a successor to the papacy, that person shall be held as 

Roman pontiff who has been chosen and received by the two 

thirds. Further, if anyone is chosen to the apostolic office by less 

than two thirds, unless in the meantime he receives a larger support, 

let him in no way assume it, and let him be subject to the foresaid 

penalty if he is unwilling humbly to refrain.  

3. Since in holy orders and ecclesiastical ministries both maturity of 

age, a serious character and knowledge of letters should be required, 

much more should these qualities be required in a bishop, who is 

appointed for the care of others and ought to show in himself how 

others should live in the house of the Lord. Therefore, lest what has 

been done with regard to certain persons through the needs of the 

time should be taken as a precedent for the future, we declare by the 

present decree that no one should be chosen bishop unless he has 

already reached the age of thirty, been born in lawful wedlock 

and also is shown to be worthy by his life and learning.  

8. Let no ecclesiastical ministries or even benefices or churches 

be assigned or promised to anyone before they are vacant, so that 

nobody may seem to wish for the death of his neighbor to whose 

position or benefice he believes himself to be the successor. For 

since we find this forbidden even in the laws of the pagans 

themselves, it is utterly disgraceful and calls for the punishment of 

God's judgment if the hope of future succession should have any 

place in God's church when even pagans have taken care to condemn 

it.  

11. Clerics in holy orders, who in open concubinage keep their 

mistresses in their houses, should either cast them out and live 

continently or be deprived of ecclesiastical office and benefice. If 

any cleric without clear and necessary cause presumes to frequent 

convents of nuns, let the bishop keep him away; and if he does not 

stop, let him be ineligible for an ecclesiastical benefice.  

13. Because some, setting no limit to their avarice, strive to obtain 

several ecclesiastical dignities and several parish churches contrary 

to the decrees of the holy canons, so that though they are scarcely 

able to fulfil one office sufficiently they claim the revenues of very 

many, we strictly forbid this for the future. Therefore when it is 

necessary to entrust a church or ecclesiastical ministry to anyone, the 

person sought for this office should be of such a kind that he is able 

to reside in the place and exercise his care for it himself. If the 

contrary is done both he who receives it is to be deprived of it, 

because he has received it contrary to the sacred canons, and he who 

gave it is to lose his power of bestowing  

14. Because the ambition of some has now gone to such lengths that 

they are said to hold not two or three but six or more churches, and 

since they cannot devote the proper care to two, we order, through 

our brethren and most dear fellow bishops, that this be corrected, 

and with regard to this pluralism, so contrary to the canons, and 
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which gives rise to loose conduct and instability, and causes definite 

danger to the souls of those who are able to serve the churches 

worthily, it is our wish to relieve their want by ecclesiastical 

benefices. Further, since some of the laity have become so bold that 

disregarding the authority of bishops they appoint clerics to churches 

and even remove them when they wish, and distribute the property 

and other goods of the church for the most part according to their 

own wishes, and even dare to burden the churches themselves and 

their people with taxes and impositions, we decree that those who 

from now on are guilty of such conduct are to be punished by 

anathema. Priests or clerics who receive the charge of a church from 

the hands of lay persons, without the authority of their own bishop, 

are to be deprived of communion, and if they persist, they are to be 

deposed from the ecclesiastical ministry and order.  

26. Jews and Saracens are not to be allowed to have christian 

servants in their houses, either under pretence of nourishing their 

children or for service or any other reason. Let those be 

excommunicated who presume to live with them. We declare that 

the evidence of Christians is to be accepted against Jews in every 

case, since Jews employ their own witnesses against Christians, and 

that those who prefer Jews to Christians in this matter are to lie 

under anathema, since Jews ought to be subject to Christians and to 

be supported by them on grounds of humanity alone. If any by the 

inspiration of God are converted to the christian faith, they are in no 

way to be excluded from their possessions, since the condition of 

converts ought to be better than before their conversion. If this is not 

done, we enjoin on the princes and rulers of these places, under 

penalty of excommunication, the duty to restore fully to these 

converts the share of their inheritance and goods.  

27. As St. Leo says, though the discipline of the church should be 

satisfied with the judgment of the priest and should not cause the 

shedding of blood, yet it is helped by the laws of catholic princes so 

that people often seek a salutary remedy when they fear that a 

corporal punishment will overtake them. For this reason, since in 

Gascony and the regions of Albi and Toulouse and in other places 

the loathsome heresy of those whom some call the Cathars has 

grown so strong that they no longer practice their wickedness in 

secret, as others do, but proclaim their error publicly and draw the 

simple and weak to join them, we declare that they and their 

defenders and those who receive them are under anathema, and we 

forbid under pain of anathema that anyone should keep or support 

them in their houses or lands or should trade with them. If anyone 

dies in this sin, then neither under cover of our privileges granted to 

anyone, nor for any other reason, is mass to be offered for them or 

are they to receive burial among Christians.  On these and on all the 

faithful we enjoin, for the remission of sins, that they oppose this 

scourge with all their might and by arms protect the christian 

people against them. Their goods are to be confiscated and princes 

free to subject them to slavery. Those who in true sorrow for their 

sins die in such a conflict should not doubt that they will receive 

forgiveness for their sins and the fruit of an eternal reward. We too 

trusting in the mercy of God and the authority of the blessed apostles 

Peter and Paul, grant to faithful Christians who take up arms against 

them, and who on the advice of bishops or other prelates seek to 

drive them out, a remission for two years of penance imposed on 

them, or, if their service shall be longer, we entrust it to the 

discretion of the bishops, to whom this task has been committed, to 

grant greater indulgence, according to their judgment, in proportion 

to the degree of their toil. We command that those who refuse to 

obey the exhortation of the bishops in this matter should not be 

allowed to receive the body and blood of the Lord. Meanwhile we 

receive under the protection of the church, as we do those who visit 

the Lord's sepulchre, those who fired by their faith have taken upon 

themselves the task of driving out these heretics, and we decree that 

they should remain undisturbed from all disquiet both in their 

property and persons.  

Innocent III on Papal Authority:                    

Letter to the Nobles of Tuscany (1198) 

Just as the founder of the universe established two great lights in the 

firmament of heaven, the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser 

light to rule the night, so too He set two great dignities in the 

firmament of the universal church..., the greater one to rule the day, 

that is, souls, and the lesser to rule the night, that is, bodies. These 

dignities are the papal authority and the royal power. Now just as the 

moon derives its light from the sun and is indeed lower than it in 

quantity and quality, in position and in power, so too the royal power 

derives the splendor of its dignity from the pontifical authority....  

Innocent III on Heresy:                                                       

Letter to the Archbishob of Auch (1198)  
 

The little boat of St. Peter is beaten by many storms and tossed about 

upon the sea, but it grieves us most of all that, against the orthodox 

faith, there are now arising more...ministers of diabolical error who 

are ensnaring the souls of the simple and ruining them. With their 

superstitions and false inventions they are perverting the meaning of 

the Holy Scriptures and trying to destroy the unity of the catholic 

church. Since we have learned from you and others that this 

pestilential error is growning in Gascony and in the neighboring 

territories, we wish you and your fellow bishops to resist it with all 

your might, because it is to be feared that it will spread and that by 

its contagion the minds of the faithful will be corrupted. And 

therefore by this present apostolic writing we give you a strict 

command that, by whatever means you can, you destroy all these 

heresies and expel from your diocese all who are polluted with them. 

You shall exercise the rigor of the ecclesiastical power against them 

and all those who have made themselves suspected by associating 

with them. They may not appeal from your judgements, and if 

necessary, you may cause the princes and people to suppress them 

with the sword. 

4th Lateran Council (1215) 

Introduction 

During the pontificate of Innocent III (1198-1216) there appears to 

have occurred much growth in the reform of the church and in its 

freedom from subservience to the empire as well as in the primacy 

of the bishop of Rome and in the summoning of ecclesiastical 

business to the Roman curia. Innocent himself, turning his whole 

mind to the things of God, strove to build up the christian 

community.  

The council may therefore be regarded as a great summary of the 

pontiff's work and also as his greatest initiative. The purposes of the 

council were clearly set forth by Innocent himself : "to eradicate 

vices and to plant virtues, to correct faults and to reform morals, to 

remove heresies and to strengthen faith, to settle discords and to 

establish peace, to get rid of oppression and to foster liberty, to 

induce princes and christian people to come to the aid and succor of 
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the holy Land... ". It seems that when Innocent summoned the 

council he wished to observe the customs of the early ecumenical 

councils, and indeed this fourth Lateran council was regarded as an 

ecumenical council by all learned and religious men of the age.  

When the council began in the Lateran basilica in November 1215 

there were present 404 bishops from throughout the western church, 

and a large number of abbots, canons and representatives of the 

secular power. No Greeks were present, even those invited, except 

the patriarch of the Maronites and a legate of the patriarch of 

Alexandria. The bond with the Greek church was indeed neglected, 

and matters became more serious through the actions of Latin 

bishops living in the east or through the decrees of the council. The 

council began on 11 November with the pontiff's sermon.   

1. Confession of Faith  

We firmly believe and simply confess that there is only one true 

God, eternal and immeasurable, almighty, unchangeable, 

incomprehensible and ineffable, Father, Son and holy Spirit, three 

persons but one absolutely simple essence, substance or nature. The 

Father is from none, the Son from the Father alone, and the holy 

Spirit from both equally, eternally without beginning or end; the 

Father generating, the Son being born, and the holy Spirit 

proceeding; consubstantial and coequal, co-omnipotent and 

coeternal; one principle of all things, creator of all things invisible 

and visible, spiritual and corporeal; who by his almighty power at 

the beginning of time created from nothing both spiritual and 

corporeal creatures, that is to say angelic and earthly, and then 

created human beings composed as it were of both spirit and body in 

common. The devil and other demons were created by God naturally 

good, but they became evil by their own doing. Man, however, 

sinned at the prompting of the devil.  

This holy Trinity, which is undivided according to its common 

essence but distinct according to the properties of its persons, gave 

the teaching of salvation to the human race through Moses and the 

holy prophets and his other servants, according to the most 

appropriate disposition of the times. Finally the only-begotten Son of 

God, Jesus Christ, who became incarnate by the action of the whole 

Trinity in common and was conceived from the ever virgin Mary 

through the cooperation of the holy Spirit, having become true man, 

composed of a rational soul and human flesh, one person in two 

natures, showed more clearly the way of life. Although he is 

immortal and unable to suffer according to his divinity, he was made 

capable of suffering and dying according to his humanity. Indeed, 

having suffered and died on the wood of the cross for the salvation 

of the human race, he descended to the underworld, rose from the 

dead and ascended into heaven. He descended in the soul, rose in the 

flesh, and ascended in both. He will come at the end of time to judge 

the living and the dead, to render to every person according to his 

works, both to the reprobate and to the elect. All of them will rise 

with their own bodies, which they now wear, so as to receive 

according to their deserts, whether these be good or bad; for the 

latter perpetual punishment with the devil, for the former eternal 

glory with Christ.  

There is indeed one universal church of the faithful, outside of which 

nobody at all is saved, in which Jesus Christ is both priest and 

sacrifice. His body and blood are truly contained in the sacrament of 

the altar under the forms of bread and wine, the bread and wine 

having been changed in substance, by God's power, into his body 

and blood, so that in order to achieve this mystery of unity we 

receive from God what he received from us. Nobody can effect this 

sacrament except a priest who has been properly ordained according 

to the church's keys, which Jesus Christ himself gave to the apostles 

and their successors. But the sacrament of baptism is consecrated in 

water at the invocation of the undivided Trinity -- namely Father, 

Son and holy Spirit -- and brings salvation to both children and 

adults when it is correctly carried out by anyone in the form laid 

down by the church. If someone falls into sin after having received 

baptism, he or she can always be restored through true penitence. 

For not only virgins and the continent but also married persons find 

favor with God by right faith and good actions and deserve to attain 

to eternal blessedness.  

3. On Heretics  

We excommunicate and anathematize every heresy raising itself up 

against this holy, orthodox and catholic faith which we have 

expounded above. We condemn all heretics, whatever names they 

may go under. They have different faces indeed but their tails are 

tied together inasmuch as they are alike in their pride. Let those 

condemned be handed over to the secular authorities present, or to 

their bailiffs, for due punishment. The goods of the condemned are 

to be confiscated, if they are lay persons, and if clerics they are to be 

applied to the churches from which they received their stipends. 

Those who are only found suspect of heresy are to be struck with the 

sword of anathema, unless they prove their innocence by an 

appropriate purgation, having regard to the reasons for suspicion and 

the character of the person.  

Let secular authorities, whatever offices they may be discharging, be 

advised and urged and if necessary be compelled by ecclesiastical 

censure, if they wish to be reputed and held to be faithful, to take 

publicly an oath for the defense of the faith to the effect that they 

will seek, in so far as they can, to expel from the lands subject to 

their jurisdiction all heretics designated by the church in good faith.  

If however a temporal lord, required and instructed by the church, 

neglects to cleanse his territory of this heretical filth, he shall be 

bound with the bond of excommunication by the metropolitan and 

other bishops of the province.  

Catholics who take the cross and gird themselves up for the 

expulsion of heretics shall enjoy the same indulgence, and be 

strengthened by the same holy privilege, as is granted to those who 

go to the aid of the holy Land. Moreover, we determine to subject to 

excommunication believers who receive, defend or support heretics. 

If any refuse to avoid such persons after they have been pointed out 

by the church, let them be punished with the sentence of 

excommunication until they make suitable satisfaction. Clerics 

should not, of course, give the sacraments of the church to such 

pestilent people nor give them a christian burial nor accept alms or 

offerings from them; if they do, let them be deprived of their office 

and not restored to it without a special indult of the apostolic see.  

4. On the pride of the Greeks towards the Latins  

Although we would wish to cherish and honor the Greeks who in our 

days are returning to the obedience of the apostolic see, by 

preserving their customs and rites as much as we can in the Lord, 

nevertheless we neither want nor ought to defer to them in matters 

which bring danger to souls and detract from the church's honor. The 

Greeks even had the temerity to rebaptize those baptized by the 

Latins; and some, as we are told, still do not fear to do this. Wishing 
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therefore to remove such a great scandal from God's church, we 

strictly order, on the advice of this sacred council, that henceforth 

they do not presume to do such things but rather conform themselves 

like obedient sons to the holy Roman church, their mother, so that 

there may be one flock and one shepherd. If anyone however does 

dare to do such a thing, let him be struck with the sword of 

excommunication and be deprived of every ecclesiastical office and 

benefice.  

5. The dignity of the patriarchal sees  

Renewing the ancient privileges of the patriarchal sees, we decree, 

with the approval of this sacred universal synod, that after the 

Roman church, which through the Lord's disposition has a primacy 

of ordinary power over all other churches inasmuch as it is the 

mother and mistress of all Christ's faithful, the church of 

Constantinople shall have the first place, the church of Alexandria 

the second place, the church of Antioch the third place, and the 

church of Jerusalem the fourth place, each maintaining its own rank. 

Thus after their pontiffs have received from the Roman pontiff the 

pallium, which is the sign of the fullness of the pontifical office, and 

have taken an oath of fidelity and obedience to him they may 

lawfully confer the pallium on their own suffragans, receiving from 

them for themselves canonical profession and for the Roman church 

the promise of obedience.  

14. Clerical incontinence  

In order that the morals and conduct of clerics may be reformed for 

the better, let all of them strive to live in a continent and chaste way, 

especially those in holy orders. Let them beware of every vice 

involving lust, especially that on account of which the wrath of God 

came down from heaven upon the sons of disobedience, so that they 

may be worthy to minister in the sight of almighty God with a pure 

heart and an unsullied body. Lest the ease of receiving pardon prove 

an incentive to sin, we decree that those who are caught giving way 

to the vice of incontinence are to be punished according to canonical 

sanctions, in proportion to the seriousness of their sins. We order 

such sanctions to be effectively and strictly observed, in order that 

those whom the fear of God does not hold back from evil may at 

least be restrained from sin by temporal punishment. Therefore 

anyone who has been suspended for this reason and presumes to 

celebrate divine services, shall not only be deprived of his 

ecclesiastical benefices but shall also, on account of his twofold 

fault, be deposed in perpetuity.  

20. Chrism and the Eucharist to be kept under lock and key  

We decree that the chrism and the eucharist are to be kept locked 

away in a safe place in all churches, so that no audacious hand can 

reach them to do anything horrible or impious. If he who is 

responsible for their safe-keeping leaves them around carelessly, let 

him be suspended from office for three months; if anything 

unspeakable happens on account of his carelessness, let him be 

subject to graver punishment.  

21. On yearly confession to one's own priest, yearly communion, 

the confessional seal  

All the faithful of either sex, after they have reached the age of 

discernment, should individually confess all their sins in a faithful 

manner to their own priest at least once a year, and let them take 

care to do what they can to perform the penance imposed on them. 

Let them reverently receive the sacrament of the eucharist at least at 

Easter unless they think, for a good reason and on the advice of their 

own priest, that they should abstain from receiving it for a time. 

Otherwise they shall be barred from entering a church during their 

lifetime and they shall be denied a christian burial at death.  If any 

persons wish, for good reasons, to confess their sins to another priest 

let them first ask and obtain the permission of their own priest; for 

otherwise the other priest will not have the power to absolve or to 

bind them. The priest shall be discerning and prudent, so that like a 

skilled doctor he may pour wine and oil over the wounds of the 

injured one. Let him carefully inquire about the circumstances of 

both the sinner and the sin, so that he may prudently discern what 

sort of advice he ought to give and what remedy to apply, using 

various means to heal the sick person. Let him take the utmost care, 

however, not to betray the sinner at all by word or sign or in any 

other way. If the priest needs wise advice, let him seek it cautiously 

without any mention of the person concerned. For if anyone 

presumes to reveal a sin disclosed to him in confession, we decree 

that he is not only to be deposed from his priestly office but also to 

be confined to a strict monastery to do perpetual penance.  

62. Regarding saint's relics  

The christian religion is frequently disparaged because certain 

people put saints' relics up for sale and display them 

indiscriminately. In order that it may not be disparaged in the future, 

we ordain by this present decree that henceforth ancient relics shall 

not be displayed outside a reliquary or be put up for sale. As for 

newly discovered relics, let no one presume to venerate them 

publicly unless they have previously been approved by the authority 

of the Roman pontiff. Prelates, moreover, should not in future allow 

those who come to their churches, in order to venerate, to be 

deceived by lying stories or false documents, as has commonly 

happened in many places on account of the desire for profit.  

67. Jews and excessive Usury  

The more the christian religion is restrained from usurious practices, 

so much the more does the perfidy of the Jews grow in these matters, 

so that within a short time they are exhausting the resources of 

Christians. Wishing therefore to see that Christians are not savagely 

oppressed by Jews in this matter, we ordain by this synodal decree 

that if Jews in future, on any pretext, extort oppressive and excessive 

interest from Christians, then they are to be removed from contact 

with Christians until they have made adequate satisfaction for the 

immoderate burden. Christians too, if need be, shall be compelled by 

ecclesiastical censure, without the possibility of an appeal, to abstain 

from commerce with them. We enjoin upon princes not to be hostile 

to Christians on this account, but rather to be zealous in restraining 

Jews from so great oppression.  

68. Jews appearing in public  

A difference of dress distinguishes Jews or Saracens from Christians 

in some provinces, but in others a certain confusion has developed 

so that they are indistinguishable. Whence it sometimes happens that 

by mistake Christians join with Jewish or Saracen women, and Jews 

or Saracens with christian women. In order that the offence of such a 

damnable mixing may not spread further, under the excuse of a 

mistake of this kind, we decree that such persons of either sex, in 

every christian province and at all times, are to be distinguished in 
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public from other people by the character of their dress.  They shall 

not appear in public at all on the days of lamentation and on passion 

Sunday; because some of them on such days, as we have heard, do 

not blush to parade in very ornate dress and are not afraid to mock 

Christians who are presenting a memorial of the most sacred passion 

and are displaying signs of grief. What we most strictly forbid 

however, is that they dare in any way to break out in derision of the 

Redeemer. We order secular princes to restrain with condign 

punishment those who do so presume, lest they dare to blaspheme in 

any way him who was crucified for us, since we ought not to ignore 

insults against him who blotted out our wrongdoings.  

69. Jews not to hold public offices  

It would be too absurd for a blasphemer of Christ to exercise power 

over Christians. We therefore renew in this canon, on account of the 

boldness of the offenders, what the council of Toledo providently 

decreed in this matter: we forbid Jews to be appointed to public 

offices, since under cover of them they are very hostile to Christians.  

We extend the same thing to pagans.  

Pope Boniface VIII:                                       

Unam Sanctam (1302) 

Urged by faith, we are obliged to believe and to maintain that the 

Church is one, holy, catholic, and also apostolic. We believe in her 

firmly and we confess with simplicity that outside of her there is 

neither salvation nor the remission of sins, as the Spouse in the 

Canticles [Sgs 6:8] proclaims: 'One is my dove, my perfect one. She 

is the only one, the chosen of her who bore her,' and she represents 

one sole mystical body whose Head is Christ and the head of Christ 

is God [1 Cor 11:3]. In her then is one Lord, one faith, one baptism 

[Eph 4:5]. There had been at the time of the deluge only one ark of 

Noah, prefiguring the one Church, which ark, having been finished 

to a single cubit, had only one pilot and guide, i.e., Noah, and we 

read that, outside of this ark, all that subsisted on the earth was 

destroyed.  

We venerate this Church as one, the Lord having said by the mouth 

of the prophet: 'Deliver, O God, my soul from the sword and my 

only one from the hand of the dog.' [Ps 21:20] He has prayed for his 

soul, that is for himself, heart and body; and this body, that is to say, 

the Church, He has called one because of the unity of the Spouse, of 

the faith, of the sacraments, and of the charity of the Church. This is 

the tunic of the Lord, the seamless tunic, which was not rent but 

which was cast by lot [Jn 19:23-24]. Therefore, of the one and only 

Church there is one body and one head, not two heads like a 

monster; that is, Christ and the Vicar of Christ, Peter and the 

successor of Peter, since the Lord speaking to Peter Himself said: 

'Feed my sheep' [Jn 21:17], meaning, my sheep in general, not these, 

nor those in particular, whence we understand that He entrusted all 

to him [Peter]. Therefore, if the Greeks or others should say that they 

are not confided to Peter and to his successors, they must confess not 

being the sheep of Christ, since Our Lord says in John 'there is one 

sheepfold and one shepherd.' We are informed by the texts of the 

gospels that in this Church and in its power are two swords; namely, 

the spiritual and the temporal. For when the Apostles say: 'Behold, 

here are two swords' [Lk 22:38] that is to say, in the Church, since 

the Apostles were speaking, the Lord did not reply that there were 

too many, but sufficient. Certainly the one who denies that the 

temporal sword is in the power of Peter has not listened well to the 

word of the Lord commanding: 'Put up thy sword into thy scabbard' 

[Mt 26:52]. Both, therefore, are in the power of the Church, that is to 

say, the spiritual and the material sword, but the former is to be 

administered for the Church but the latter by the Church; the former 

in the hands of the priest; the latter by the hands of kings and 

soldiers, but at the will and sufferance of the priest.  

However, one sword ought to be subordinated to the other and 

temporal authority, subjected to spiritual power. For since the 

Apostle said: 'There is no power except from God and the things that 

are, are ordained of God' [Rom 13:1-2], but they would not be 

ordained if one sword were not subordinated to the other and if the 

inferior one, as it were, were not led upwards by the other.  

For with truth as our witness, it belongs to spiritual power to 

establish the terrestrial power and to pass judgement if it has not 

been good. Thus is accomplished the prophecy of Jeremias 

concerning the Church and the ecclesiastical power: 'Behold to-day I 

have placed you over nations, and over kingdoms' and the rest. 

Therefore, if the terrestrial power err, it will be judged by the 

spiritual power; but if a minor spiritual power err, it will be judged 

by a superior spiritual power; but if the highest power of all err, it 

can be judged only by God, and not by man, according to the 

testimony of the Apostle: 'The spiritual man judgeth of all things and 

he himself is judged by no man' [1 Cor 2:15]. This authority, 

however, (though it has been given to man and is exercised by man), 

is not human but rather divine, granted to Peter by a divine word and 

reaffirmed to him (Peter) and his successors by the One Whom Peter 

confessed, the Lord saying to Peter himself, 'Whatsoever you shall 

bind on earth, shall be bound also in Heaven' etc., [Mt 16:19]. 

Therefore whoever resists this power thus ordained by God, resists 

the ordinance of God [Rom 13:2], unless he invent like Manicheus 

two beginnings, which is false and judged by us heretical, since 

according to the testimony of Moses, it is not in the beginnings but 

in the beginning that God created heaven and earth [Gen 1:1]. 

Furthermore, we declare, we proclaim, we define that it is absolutely 

necessary for salvation that every human creature be subject to the 

Roman Pontiff. 

 


