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Foundation & Materials 
• The elder position paper on Bibles Studies will be the foundation of any 

ongoing Bible Study. 
• Bible Study materials are available on a broad range of topics at 

ACPublications.org, and we would encourage the use of these approved 
materials. 

• We understand that there are many other potential sources of materials 
available to be used in a Bible Study.  We would recommend that counsel 
be sought if you desire to use sources other than those found on the 
ACPublications.org website. 

 
Organization and Facilitation 

• Brothers and Sisters should feel empowered and supported to start a Bible 
Study in accordance with elder body guidelines and these local guidelines.  

• If you desire to organize a Bible Study, we would encourage you to follow 
these steps: 

1. Pray: Take some time to prayerfully and carefully review and 
consider the elder body position paper and these local guidelines. 

2. Consult with a Minister:  Discuss your proposed approach – 
including materials, group construction, and facilitation -- with a 
minister (Bro Brent Walder or Bro Brad Wiegand) before formally 
inviting others to participate.  This will help ensure a level of 
consistency and peacefulness among our congregation and healthy 
communication with church leadership. Please note it will not be the 
role of church leadership to assign people to Bible Studies.   

3. Invite:  Create a group either by asking others to participate (using 
appropriate discretion), or by reaching out to Sister Diana Reutter.  
Sis Diana will be maintaining a list of those interested in Bible 
Studies, and can forward an invitation from the organizer to the list 
of interested people.  Those interested in participating would then 
respond to the invitation as directed.  If the number of respondents 
is larger than the targeted group size, then a second group could 
potentially be created, with groups generally constructed on a first-
come-first-serve basis.  

• If you would like to be included on the list of those interested in Bible 
Studies and receive invitations, please contact Sis. Diana Reutter or send 
an e-mail to rockvillebiblestudy@gmail.com. 

• Any group organizing a Bible Study should not be centered around one 
person. Someone or a couple may organize the Bible Study, however, the 
leadership and facilitation should be circulated among all or most of those 
participating (i.e., a different person facilitates each session).  

• The role of the session facilitator is not to teach or be directive, but rather 
to help enable an edifying dialogue and mutual sharing among the group, 
focused on the desired topic and discussion questions.  This would include 
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setting an open and positive tone; gently encouraging participation and 
sharing by everyone in the group so that each person has opportunity to 
express themselves; ensuring balanced participation and that no one 
person dominates the conversation; and keeping the group focused and 
moving along the dialogue so that the desired material and topics are 
covered. It is not a role that has all the answers or dominates the 
conversation, but instead is focused on stimulating the conversation 
among the group. 

• If the Bible Study is a mixed group, it would be appropriate for any sister to 
take her turn facilitating a particular week’s Bible Study session, if she be 
willing to do that.  

• If the study is a sister’s only study, it would be appropriate for a sister to 
have a loud prayer if she is comfortable doing that. It would be 
encouraged that she uses language such as “thee” and “thou” when 
leading in a loud prayer. We ask and expect our brothers to do this, and it 
seems only right that we ask our sisters to do the same. 

• Bible Studies should not be used to discuss controversial church practices 
or leadership decisions, or to pursue an agenda challenging practices or 
elder body positions (e.g. facial hair).  

• Communication with a minister is in order with any questions that might 
arise. 

 
Group composition 

• When organizing a Bible Study, we should seek to be inclusive to all those 
who are interested, while recognizing that group size may need to be 
limited in order to maintain a small group dynamic.  If interest goes beyond 
the maximum number, a second group could be created. 

• It is not necessary to include a minister in the group.  If desired, a minister 
and his wife may be invited to attend periodically or participate 
consistently.  

• There will be times when a Bible Study group may be based on life stage 
or experience (e.g. widows, young singles not living at home, young 
mothers, those with a departed spouse, etc).  This should not include 
cliques or small circles of friends.   
 

Pilot Period 
• We will follow these guidelines during 2018, and will evaluate the 

effectiveness and impact of this approach and incorporate any lessons 
learned or suggestions made for 2019.  
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Examples of Bible Studies  
• Twenty couples are interested in participating in a 10-week Marriage Bible 

Study using an approved Bible Study outline. One person organizes and 
creates four groups of five couples each, based on weekly availability and 
a healthy mix of ages.  Each group has an overall organizer who is 
responsible for logistics, and within each group a different attendee 
facilitates the discussion each week.  Couples only sign up if they are 
committed to doing the weekly homework and attending at least 8 out of 
10 sessions.   

• A topical Bible Study on “Loving as One in Christ” is launched to anyone 
interested.  A mixed group of twelve brothers, sisters, and friends from 
multiple life stages and circumstances gets together every other week for 
seven weeks, using the materials from ACPublications.  

• A group of sisters meets once a month during the day with a specific topic 
or set of discussion questions on how to apply a particular scripture. 

• We also continue to encourage less formal spiritual fellowship such as at a 
potluck or similar one-time gatherings with a spiritual discussion topic, 
informal breakfasts, etc. 


