
Message from the President

This past September, Ennis Center celebrated its 35th anniversary.  Well, we didn’t really celebrate it, but it 
happened.  The same month, I turned 70 years old. My staff threw me an unexpected low-key party and that 
very same day, a woman who had been the very first child in our foster care program paid a surprise visit. I had 
been her Case Manager, her Therapist, and sometimes what felt like her parent and parole officer. I searched 
the city of Flint for her on more than one occasion.

She survived her struggles and is an adult with a family of her own now but she has remembered Ennis Center. 
She thought enough of her Case Manager to come back and say hello. Her visit was significant because of the 
timing but it was far from the first time we’ve had an alumnus drop in, write, or call. 

While I know that statistics are important, somehow these communications feel more noteworthy. They mean 
we were successful in making a child feel cared for during a scary time in their life, one in which they may have 
acted out and tried to push everyone away. It means we succeeded in making a child who had experienced 
abuse, neglect, or abandonment feel valued. It means when they look back, they think of Ennis Center as 
having been important in their life.  

As an African-American man, I founded this organization in the 1970s. To say I’ve ‘been around the block’ is an 
understatement. I’ve had success in the form of expansion, awards, and personal recognition. I’ve experienced 
failures that left me mentally and emotionally drained and wanting to throw in the towel.  Ennis Center has 
rolled with the punches as the child welfare system changed drastically and then changed again…and again. 
New mental illnesses have been named, new illegal drugs have come along to devastate our communities, 
and the economy has risen and fallen. Some ask me why and how I’m still doing what I do. The answer to 
why is that despite all of the above, the needs of children and families in crisis haven’t changed much at all.  
The answer to how is right there in the visit, the phone call, the letter, the e-mail from kids Ennis Center was 
responsible for at one time; the ones that say thank you for caring, you have made 
a difference.

As a donor and friend to our agency, I hope you know that their message is for 
you, too. Look at the pages of this Annual Report with its numbers, pictures, and 
stories and know that you are part of it all. No man is an island and no non-profit 
organization is either. Thank you for being on this journey with us.

   My gratitude always,

   Robert E. Ennis, LMSW
   President and Founder

F I S C A L  Y E A R  2 0 1 2 - 2 0 1 3
ANNUA L  REPORT

‘With the support of the community, we preserve
families when possible and create new families when necessary’

-Ennis Center for Children Mission Statement
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Children in foster
care with our agency

 
Children adopted

from foster care

Families opened
their homes to

children in foster care

Teens at-risk of
delinquent behavior served
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A Second Chance at Hope
Families can be formed in the most unexpected ways and one should never give up hope. That is the message 
24-year-old Mark would give to children who find themselves in the foster care system like he did.

Mark and his younger siblings were removed from their home due to neglect 
brought on by substance abuse. For over two years, as his Mother tried to beat 
her addiction, Mark didn’t know if he’d return home, lived in several foster 
homes, and acted out at times due to this anxiety. Ultimately, despite periods 
of sobriety, Mark’s mother was unable to beat her addiction and have her 
children returned. But as the saying goes ‘after the dark comes the light’.

Soon a family friend of Mark’s foster family expressed interest in adopting him. 
His adoption as Mark Chatman was finalized when he was nine years old. Mark 

readily praises Martha Chatman as being integral in his growth. Sharing her 
love and faith helped Mark develop into a high school and Job Corps 
graduate who is now positively involved in his community.

Despite having been through so much as a child, Mark has many goals 
and is looking forward to his future, which already includes ministry 
and supporting children in similar situations. “No child asks to be 
poor, or neglected, or in foster care. I feel for any young person 
experiencing these things.  But, it’s not something that has to define 
you. Each of our journeys is unique”, says Mark. “I can appreciate 
mine now.” 

Pictured: Mark Chatman

“No child asks to be poor, or neglected,
or in foster care. I feel for any young person

experiencing these things.”

Spotlight On 
MPowering My 
Success
The MPowering My Success program guides students ages 18-25 who are 
in foster care, were formerly in foster care, or are transitioning out of foster 
care toward meeting and succeeding their educational goals. Understanding 
that college study is a challenge, even more so without family support, this 
program is a collaborative effort between Ennis Center and the University of 
Michigan-Flint. Students enrolled at the university and who meet the above qualifications have access to a 
Life Skills Coach, mentors, advisors, and help with processes, procedures, on and off campus resources, career 
counseling, housing, transportation, and financial aid. As a relatively new  program, MPowering My Success is 

always looking for young students attending or interested in attending the University of Michigan-Flint
who have also spent time in foster care. For more information, please contact 810-762-3219

or cindy-nelson@umflint.edu. For information on other colleges and universities
with similar programs, visit www.fosteringsuccessmichigan.com.



To those who have thought 
about foster parenting but are 
unsure, Steve Knickerbocker 
says “Just try it. If it’s not for 

you, you’re not in a contract.
Just try it.”

Pictured: Farrah, Madasyn, and Steve Knickerbocker

Other Peoples Problems? 
One of the many questions and comments Steve & Farrah Knickerbocker have heard since their decision to 
become foster parents over three years ago was an unsympathetic “Why would you want other people’s 
problems?”. Looking at their children, an adopted daughter and the three boys they’re currently fostering, 
one doesn’t get the impression they are ‘problems’ but rather adorable, innocent young children. Steve 
Knickerbocker would also never think of his cousin as a ‘problem’. He remembers watching her struggle when 
her mother was addicted to drugs and unable to care for her. He remembers multiple relatives stepping in 
to take over the job. Those memories are one of the reasons becoming a foster parent seemed natural.  For 
Farrah, caring for children is second nature. She’s been around them for as long as she can remember. At one 
point she even studied to be a Kindergarten teacher.

Misconceptions and misinformation surrounding foster care are plentiful. This is just one challenge of foster 
parenting, as the Knickerbockers can attest.  They’ve had children stand screaming on their kitchen table. 
They’ve smeared feces on the wall of their home. You’d never know it today given the well-behaved children 
seen with them in the Ennis Center offices, which Steve Knickerbocker simply attributes to clear rules, 
expectations, and consistency. 

The Knickerbockers have also experienced heartbreak when the children they cared for were returned to their 
birth family or reunited with a sibling in another foster home. To those on the outside, this is the nightmare 
that is verbalized as the main reason they could ‘never do it’. The Knickerbockers still think often about the kids 
that have come and gone from their home but say there are good feelings involved in knowing you’ve helped a 
family, too. They find it does take effort to prepare mentally for the possibility that kids they’ve grown to love 
will leave. Does this make it not worth it? Does this take away the pride and joy they’ve felt watching children 
grow and accomplish new things, particularly when they had been behind developmentally or cognitively? 
Absolutely not. The Knickerbockers, and indeed most foster parents, would never say it wasn’t worth 
it. They know there’s always another child who needs to be taken care of.

For the Knickerbockers, what seems so complicated comes down to this 
simple truth: every child deserves love…and a chance. 

National Foster
Care Month
May is National Foster Care Month and Ennis Center kicked it off with a press 
conference to bring attention to the cause. Our President and Founder Robert 
Ennis, Ennis Center foster parent Rebel Molina, and foster care alumni Le’Vaughn 
Johnson addressed the crowd, sharing their personal stories and citing the 
number of children in the system and the need for foster parents.
We wrapped up the month with our First Annual Bowling Fun-Raiser. Over 80 
people joined us at B’s Bowling Center in Flint and helped raise $2,300 to support 
our foster care and other programs.

Pictured: The blue ribbon is the
symbol for National Foster Care 

Month; Le’Vaughn Johnson,
alumni of Ennis Center’s foster

care program



SMILE FM host Benefit Concert

Pictured: Julian Drive and Ennis Center Public Relations 
Intern Lydia Seale

Pictured: SMILE FM Morning Espresso 
on-air DJ Jenn interviews Ennis Center 

President and Founder Bob Ennis,
during the concerts intermission.

Another Honor 
for Ennis Center 
Foster Parents
Ennis Center foster parents John and Judy Wright were the recipients 
of the Foster Parents of the Year award presented by the Michigan 
Foster Care Review Board in late 2012. The Wrights, who also 
received recognition as Oakland County Foster Parents of the Year 
at the Circle of Light Ceremony earlier in the year, were chosen for 
their dedication and outstanding care of infants with critical medical 
needs, including Jayden whose survival doctors have attributed to 
the Wrights. Sadly, John Wright was unable to make the ceremony 
due to his own critical illness and passed away (see accompanying 
article) less than a month later.

Pictured: Judy Wright, supported by her son 
Andrew, accepts the Foster Parents of the Year 

award from Supreme Court Justice
Mary Beth Kelly in Lansing on November 9.

Ennis Center was chosen by 
SMILE FM as one of seven 
charities in the state to 
highlight during their Making 
a Difference Tour 2013. 
K e n s i n g t o n  C h u r c h  i n 
Lake Orion donated their 
space for a l ive broadcast 
of the station’s Morning 
Espresso show and later that 
evening a benefit concert 

IN REMEMBRANCE
This fiscal year, the Ennis Center family experienced

the loss of two wonderful men.  

Dennis ‘Denny’ Brewer served on our Board of Directors from 1994 
until his passing in 2013.  Committed to his role, Denny organized 

events that allowed Ennis Center to speak to his co-workers at Detroit Edison about our mission, resulting in 
thousands of dollars in charitable contributions over the years. His favorite thing to do, however, was dress up 
as Santa Claus for holiday parties for children in our foster care program.  For years, Denny donned the red suit 
multiple times in the month of December.  He will be missed.

Another huge loss was that of John Wright, one of our most beloved and gracious foster parents. Together 
with his wife Judy, John fostered for over ten years, winning Statewide awards for their efforts. John’s giving 
spirit shone its light on dozens of little ones, many with special needs.

Both Denny and John’s family opted for memorial donations to be made to Ennis Center for Children in lieu of 
flowers. We hope their families will find comfort in the fact that these fine men continue to help others even 
after their departure from this world.

featuring the Christian Pop/Rock band Julian Drive. Ennis Center staff were interviewed on-air and at the 
concert to speak about child abuse/neglect and the need for foster/adoptive parents.
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Darla Alderson
Cyun Yon Allen
Charles & Beverly Armstrong
Richard & Aimee Baker
Tim Baker
Carrie Bank
Joleen Beagle
James & Alexis Belknap
Celestia Bell
Betty Bonathan
Frank & Carol Boyer
Rodney (Steve) & Terrye Branch
Anthony Brown
Bruce & Suzanne Brownlee
Kathleen Buckley O’Neil
John & Linda Buntin
Sharon Burrows
Rebecka Butcher
Ernie Carey
John & Kathy Carr
Daniel Chaney
Michael & Leslie Chapdelaine
Monica Chartrand
John Chau
Amber Cleveland
Chad & Sheila Colley
Thomas & Rosemary Combs
Rebecca Cook
Sharon Cooper
Elizabeth Corona
Erin Covert
Tim & Chelsea Cox
Robert Crees
Bill Cumming
John Cuthpert
Wayne Daniels
Richard & Nancy Dery
Bruce & Ann Marie Deverman
Terry & Judy DeVries
Kathy Diggs
Joseph Donald
Franceska Dooley
William & Jeanne Dosmann
Lillie Dover
Mark Drew
Bob & Krista Dunnigan
Ehrenberger Family
Donald Eitniear
Dennis & Loretta Ellwood
Julie Elsenhiemer
Robert E. & Jill Ennis
Joseph Fikany
Loyst Fletcher
Susan Forsyth
Gale Frase
Harold Frase
Sarah Freeman
Matthew & Angela Fremder
Susie Chiaravanont & Pete Gabi
Wilbert Garett

Dave & Cathy Genard
Jacob Glaser
Boe Glasschild
Rose Mary Gorke
Lueida Grady
Susan Graf
Ladd & Julie Gratsch
Jennifer Grundy
Lisa Hairston
Martha Hale
William & Carol Haley
Linda Hardman
Charles Harris
Jenise R. Harris
Amos & Judith Heilbrun
Diana Hensel
Will & Vickie Heyward
Janet Heyward-Frost
Dean & Sanya Hill
Kiyoshi Horiuchi
Sheery Houston
Dr. Susumu Inoue
Carrie Irwin
Harlan & Cheryl Jackson
Penny Jarvis
Joel Jenkins
Steve & Mary Urmeneta-Johnson
Amber Jones
Joseph & Deborah Jubinski
Derek & Belinda Kahn
Jimmy Kaounas
Judy Ketchum
Jennifer King
Jacqueline Kisse
Terry & Melanie Krznarich
Katherine M. Kuehl
Shebly Landesberg
Sheryl Laughren
Al J. & Cari G. Lawrence
Loletha Lee
Orin & Staci Leitner
James & Michelene Lepczyk
Barbara Liske
Diane Lomason
Marki & Allyson Ludeman
John Macksood
Michael & Rose Magnotte
Michael & Wendy Majeske
Jennifer Manare
Richard Manikowski
Eddie Marshall
John Martin
Charlene Martinez
Jeff Masterson
Laurence & Linda Matola
Timothy & Bethany Maurer
Emma Maxwell
Patricia McGarry
Rexford & Jennifer McLincha
Connie McNeal

Joseph & Lisa McNeely
Louis & Ingelore Meredith
John Meszaros
Mike Michilli
Larry Miesner
Barbara Milin
Anthony Miller
Duane & Diane Miller
Owen & Carol Miller
Dr. Julian Moore
Gary & Linda Moore
Jeffry & Dolores Morgan
Kenneth Morris III
Gary Morse
Erma Morton
Terri Murphy-Daniels
George Neely
Cindy Nelson-Pouget
Christine & Douglas Newberry
Patricia Nichols
Kathie Nowicki
Pat & Norma Oaks
Mirjana Pantovich
Antoinette Parsons
Leland & Sue Pelham
Linda Pesonen
Jack Pitts
Matthew & Joanne Pochmara
Elesia Powell
Jay & Whitney Powers
Brian & Colleen Ramsey
Jay Raymond
Simone Reed
Jocelyn Richardson
Tess Rider
Nancy Robertson
The Robinson Family
Sheri Rooks
Darlene Russ
Andy & Sandi Rutter
Shane Sack
Carl Saine
Javier Saldana
Paula Sarnovsky
Denise K. Sarver
Brian Schaffer
Lindsey Schenten
Carl & Linda Schenten
Rex Schlagenhauf
Gary & Imogene Schwartz
Randy & Benita Seale
Robert & Donna Sears
Randy Sebastian
Amy Sell
Lynn & Roy Semmens
Susan Shandorf
Traci Shell
Thomas & Wendy Sherman
Maynard & Irene Silcox
Omar Sims

Kelvin Smith
Dawn Smith
Connie Smith
Terry & Jean Snarey
Irene Sobolesky
Betty Springer
Andreas & Ute Stahr
Shawn Stalker
Lynne Henry Stevenson
Gail Stimson
Kimberly Stout
Joseph & Winona Stout
Robert Strasz
Glen & Mary Strom
Larry Sutter
Thomas & Patricia Sutter
Fawn Swank
Richard & Heidi Tack
Karen Taylor
Charles Terry
Mickarl Thomas Sr
Elmore Tims
Tom Tithoe
Troy Tooker
Scott & Leigh Triplett
Tony Trischler
Valerie Black & Timothy Turner
Steven & Sandra Umphrey
Brian & Trisha Umphrey
Mark & Shelly Umphrey
Andrew Vandekerckhove
Kristin Varner
Sastry Vempati
Reba Verghese
Jean Volos
Gretchen Waite
Dee Walker
Kurt M. Walker
Fred & Charlotte Walker
Elton Walker
Roselyn Wallberg
Jim Warren
Jakki Watkins
Drs Wrex & Karen Weaver
Laura Webb
Gary & Karen Wend
Ruth E. Westmoreland
Curtis Whitlea
Edward Whittaker, Jr.
Rodney & Kimberly Wier
Octavio Williams
Marie Williams
Jason & Kathryn Willman
Drucilla Wilson
Dionne Wilson
David Winchip
Regina Wolford
Judy Wright
Andrew & Andy Wykes
Shelia York
Jeffrey Zapor



El Potrero Mexican Restaurant
Ethel and James Flinn Foundation
Exclusive Realty
Expert Human Resources, LLC
F G and S Investments
Faces, Inc
Fifth Third Bank
Fiscal Associates, Inc.
Flint City T-Shirts
Flint Crepe Company
Flint Farmer’s Market
Flint Masonic Temple
Flushing Valley Golf Club
Forever Friends Rescue
Fundamentals Day Spa
General Motors Customer
 Care & Aftersales Employees
General Motors Exterior Trim 
Group Employees
Genesee District Library
Genesys Hospital-Main Lab 
Employees
George R. Hamo, P.C.
Gifford, Krass, Sprinkle, 
 Anderson & Citkowski PC
Giving Orphans Hope
 Organization
GoodSearch
Grand Blanc Tang Soo Do
Green Oaks Golf Course
Growth Works, Inc.
Halo Burger
Hamilton Community
 Health Network
Harman Becker
 Automotive Systems
Health Plus of Michigan
Hershey & Associates
 Orthodontics
HHI Forge
Highfields, Inc.
Hino Motors
 Manufacturing USA, Inc.
Hoffman’s Deco Deli & Cafe
Holy Cross Children’s Services
HP Pelzer Automotive
 Employees
Hylant Group
Ivy House
JAC Products
James and Lynelle Holden Fund
Japan Business Society
 of Detroit Foundation
Karasick Criminal Defense Law 
Firm PLC
Katharine Bushmann’s
 Acting Class
King Par Golf
Kiwanis Club of Flint / Kiwanis 
Health Camp Foundation
Lakeridge Village, Inc.
Lawrence E. Moon
 Funeral Home, Inc.
Lawrence-Webster, LLC
Leave the Light On Foundation
Legacy Realty Group
Leo’s Coney Island
Linden Free Methodist Church
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Lipari Foods
Loving Hands
M P & S Communication, Inc.
Maid in a Minute Cleaning
MBL USA
Meijer
Michigan Technical Academy
Microsoft Giving Campaign
Midway Products Group, Inc.
MLive-The Flint Journal
MOMS Club of Ortonville/Goodrich
Monroe Community
 Mental Health Authority
Mott Community College
MPC, Inc.
NAACP Flint Branch
 Freedom Fund
New Bethel Missionary
 Baptist Church
New Century Chorale
New York Life Insurance
 Company
Nicole Leigh DDS PC
O’Reilly Auto Parts
Oakland Schools Technical
 Campus- Southeast Students
Oliver T’s Market
OpTech, LLC
Oracle Corporation Employees
Oracle Corporation
 Matching Gifts Program
Orchards Children’s Services, Inc.
Pages Bookstore
Pamela Wistrand Attorney at Law
Pamela’s Salon
Paul’s Pipe & Tobacco Shop
Pepsi Cola Company
Pittsburgh Glassworks
Plante & Moran Employees
Plante & Moran, LLP
Praetorian International LLC
Puzzlers Pub
Quality Metalcraft
Rachel’s Hallmark Shop
Red Hat Society-Longtime
 Lassies Chapter
Red Hat Society-Ruby
 Jewels Chapter
Reflective Productions
 and Recording
Regency Beauty Institute
Reliable Software Resources
Resource Genesee
Rightway Fasteners, Inc.
Robert Bosch LLC
Ruggeros Italian Restaurant
 and Bar
Ruth Mott Foundation
Sara Lee Corporation
Shaltz Automation, Inc.
Sharp Tooling Solutions, Inc.
Shea LaVelle Boutique
Sika Corporation
Siren PR, LLC
Snacktime Services
Solomon’s Temple
Spartan Stores Foundation
Spectrum Human Services, Inc.

Spring Meadows Country Club
SRG Global
St. Joseph Catholic Church
 Congregation & Staff
St. Sabina’s Men’s Activities Club
Stanton Charity for Children
Synergy Step Solutions, Inc.
Taboon of Grand Blanc
Talmer Bank & Trust Employees
Tax & Accounting
 Professionals, Inc.
Tenneco Automotive
Terra Contracting, LLC
Terry R. Bankert P.C.
 Attorney at Law
The Beauty Image
The Children’s Center-Head
 Start Academy
The Good Beans Cafe
The Great Put On
The Jung Do Martial Arts
 Academy
The Kroger Company
The Mad Hatter
The Williams Firm, P.C.
Timothy Goodrich Custom
 Made Shoes
Tina M. Marshall DDS PC
TMCI/Tri-Bar
Toshiba Business Solutions
Tower International
Toyota Motor Engineering
 & MFG. North America, Inc.
Treger Studio of Martial Arts
Tyrone Hills Golf Club
UAW General Motors Center
 for Human Resources
UAW Local 653
UAW Region 1C
United Construction
 Services Limited LLC
United Senior Network
United Way-BEST
UnitedHealthcare
University of Michigan-
 Flint Recreation Center
Veit Youth Charitable Trust
Viva Grand Salon-
 Melissa Palmer
Vogt’s Flowers, Inc.
Walter Barkey, MD, PLLC
Weaver Family Dentistry, P.C.
Well Place, Inc.
Wend & Associates, Inc.
Westco Metalcraft, Inc.
WEYI NBC 25/Barrington
 Broadcasting
White Horse Tavern
WJRT ABC 12
Wolverine Human Services
WSMH Fox 66-Sinclair
 Broadcast Group
Young Chevrolet
 Oldsmobile Cadillac

501 Bar & Grill
A-Frame Awards, Inc.
AAA Michigan Employees
Advance Auto Parts
Aerotek
AISIN World Corp. of America
APlasman
Atkins RV
Auker Homes
Auto Metal Craft, Inc.
Auto Zone
Bavarian Inn Lodge
 & Conference Center
Belle Tire
Bernard J. & Camille Cebelak 
 Foundation
Berry Moorman, P.C.
Big Family of Michigan
Biggby Coffee
Blackstone’s
Blue Cross Blue Shield
 Employees
Bordine’s
Borg Warner TTS
Brightside Consulting
Brookwood Golf Club
Building Bridges Community
 Outreach Center
Bundles of Luv
 Child Development, Inc.
Callaway Golf Company
Camera Mart
Carhartt, Inc.
Carl’s Golfland
CARS 108 - Town Square Media
Central Care Management
 Organization
Christy’s Legacy of Hope
Churchill’s Food & Spirits
Citizens Bank Employees
Club General Motors
Coca-Cola Enterprises
Community Foundation
 of Greater Flint
Costco
Craig Ryan Fine Menswear, Inc.
Creative Foam Corporation
Cumulus Broadcasting, Inc.
Customized Cakes by Carol
Daido Metal U.S.A., Inc.
Dale’s Natural Foods
Data FactsZ
Delta Dental
Denver Mattress Company
Detroit Red Wings
Detroit Tigers
Dollar Days International
Dominick’s Warriors
Dover & Company
Dr. Heuerman
 & Dr. Shumaker, P.L.L.C
Dunham’s Sports
DYNA MIG
Eaton Corporation
Eaton Corporation Employees
eFund Insurance
El Bethel Missionary
 Baptist Church



Foster Care (Genesee, Oakland, St. Clair, Wayne and outlying Counties)
Ennis Center is licensed by the State of Michigan to provide services to children from birth to age 21 who have experienced 
abuse and/or neglect.  Ennis Center’s foster parents participate as full partners with our certified, licensed staff to provide 
temporary, safe care in a stable family environment, while working to reunify and preserve birth families whenever 
possible, or seek permanent adoptive families when needed. The foster care program provides:
 • Foster care home recruitment, training, and continued support
 • Case management services
 • Full range of mental health services by licensed practitioners
 • Specialized services to children with extensive medical needs
 • Age-appropriate State reimbursement to foster parents to help defray costs 

Treatment Foster Care (Genesee, Oakland, St. Clair, Wayne and outlying Counties)
A community-based model program for youth that utilizes licensed foster care homes and provides gender-specific and 
intensive in-home services to males and females who may struggle in placements.  Youth entering the program may be 
returning to the community from a residential placement or are being diverted from a residential placement and do not 
have appropriate homes to return to within their community.  Specially-trained staff provides:
 • Foster home recruitment, training and intensive ongoing support
 • Assignment of a specialized Treatment Team to each foster home to work closely with the youth and foster 
 parents weekly
 • Weekly mental health services by Master-level Practitioners
 • Mentoring and 24-hour crisis intervention
 • Age-appropriate State reimbursement to foster parents to help defray costs  of increased responsibilities

Specialized Group Care (Wayne County/Detroit)
A community-based model program for adjudicated youth that utilizes licensed foster care homes and provides gender-
specific and intensive in-home services to males and females ages 13 to 17 years.  Youth entering the program may be 
returning to the community from a residential placement or are being diverted from a residential placement and do not 
have appropriate homes to return to within their community.  Specially-trained staff provides:
 • Foster home recruitment, training and intensive ongoing support
 • Assignment of a specialized Treatment Team to each foster home to work closely with the youth and foster parents 
 • Full range of mental health services by Master-level Practitioners
 • Mentoring and 24-hour crisis intervention
 • Age-appropriate County reimbursement to foster parents to help defray costs  

Adoption (Genesee, Oakland, St. Clair, Wayne, and outlying Counties)
Ennis Center is a member of a specialized recruitment effort to find permanent homes for children and adolescents 
available for adoption in our foster care programs, as well as those outside of our program, and is currently the third 
largest specialized adoption agency in the state.  Ennis Center’s adoption program provides:
 • Adoption evaluation of children, including those with special needs 
 • Recruitment, orientation and training of adoptive families, including special-needs adoptive families 
 • Certification of adoptive homes 
 • Adoptive placement and support services, including case management
 • Supervision during the post-adoption period 
 • Advocacy for special needs resources and subsidies for children and families

Community-Based Delinquency (Wayne County/Detroit)
Specially trained staff works intensively with delinquent Wayne County youth and their families on becoming positive, 
productive members of the community. Community Specialists, Community Aides, and Master-level Therapists develop 
individualized treatment plans and provide:
 • Strength-based needs assessment
 • Individual and family counseling
 • Mentoring and transportation assistance
 • Educational and employment tracking
 • Substance abuse counseling and screening

2012-2013  PROGRAMS



Youth Assistance Program (Wayne County/Detroit)
YAP works with youth who have come to the attention of the juvenile justice system and are at risk of continued 
involvement in the system. The program provides:
 • Mentoring and educational assistance
 • Problem-solving and anger management counseling
 • Peer group counseling in building positive relationships and decision-making skills
 • Behavioral, mental health and substance abuse counseling

Home Builders (Wayne County/Detroit)
Provides intensive behavioral intervention services to delinquent youth and their families.  The youth referred are at risk 
of being removed from their homes or are returning from an out-of-home placement.  Specially trained staff provides 
eight weeks of intensive services that combine teaching, modeling, and support to assist families in reaching sustainable 
stability.  Families receive services from a Bachelor-level Family Specialist and a para-professional Family Aide including:
 • Weekly individual and family counseling
 • 24-hour crisis management and safety planning
 • Parenting and communication skills training
 • Academic assistance and mentoring
 • Substance abuse screening

SafeNet (Wayne County/Detroit and Genesee County)
A reintegration/ transition, relapse prevention and diversionary treatment for teenage sexual offenders. The program 
combines the use of tethering, voice monitoring, psychiatric and psychological testing, polygraph testing, Abel Assessment, 
therapy, and safety contacts to assure community safety and progressive treatment growth.  Youth and families are 
required to attend the following treatment components facilitated by specially trained, Master-level Therapists:
 Treatment Component (six months)
 Group therapy twice a week
 Individual therapy once a week
 Family therapy bi-weekly or as needed
 
 Maintenance Component (six months)
 Group therapy twice a week
 Individual  and/or family therapy once a week

Behavioral Health Programs (Wayne County/Detroit)
Designed to provide intensive services to children between the ages of 7 and 17, and their families, who have multiple 
service needs which require access to various mental health, clinical and community services. The program’s primary 
goals focus on promoting normal develop-mental milestones, supporting and promoting healthy family functioning 
along, with preserving and reuniting families while reducing the need for institutional care in psychiatric hospitals and 
other placements.  

Behavioral Health Program staff includes Bachelor Level Case Managers, Master Level Therapists, a Licensed Registered 
Nurse, a Licensed Psychiatrist, and a Clinical Director.  The home-based services treatment team provides: 
 • An extensive intake assessment which includes a psychosocial evaluation, case management assessment,
  a psychiatric evaluation, and an initial individual plan of service 
 • 24/7 crisis planning and intervention
 • Therapy and case management  services twice a week 
 • Academic assistance and referrals to community resources
 • Physical health and nutrition education and referral assistance
 
MPowering My Success (Genesee County)
A partnership with the University of Michigan-Flint and other local organizations, this program is designed for 18-25 year 
olds in foster care, formerly in foster care, or transitioning out of foster care who are pursuing a college degree from the 
university.  Providing a wrap-around approach, it includes visits with a Life Skills Coach, mentors, and advisors that are 
standing by to help the student meet their educational goals.

2012-2013  PROGRAMS



2nd Annual Clarkston 
Turkey Trot
In 2013 and for the second time, the Ehrenberger family invited family 

Pictured: Participants
at the 2nd Annual 
Clarkston Turkey Trot

and friends to join them in a 5/10k walk/run in their hometown 
of  C larkston,  Mich igan  on 
Thanksgiving morning. As a way 
to give thanks for their good 
fortune, the  Ehrenbergers 
donated all proceeds to 
Ennis Center.

Creating Positive 
Memories
This year we held four parties (one in each county we serve) for our foster families and 
provided gifts to 362 children in foster care. Generous contributions from UAW GM 
Center for Human Resources, Veit Youth Charitable Trust, and Data FactsZ, ensured that 
children in foster care, and their foster siblings, enjoyed a traditional holiday meal, got 
the chance to meet Santa Claus, and took home a self-made craft and goody bag or gift. 
  
During the warm summer months, our Annual 
Picnic gives kids who have experienced abuse/
neglect and the trauma of being separated from the 
only family they’ve ever known a day of outdoor 

fun at a local park. Contributing 
to our ability to provide lunch, crafts, 
inflatables, treats, and 
prizes were several local 
businesses and groups, 
including Kiwanis Club of 
Flint, the Bernard J. and 
Camille Cebelak Foundation, 
Coca-Cola, Pepsi Cola, Lipari 
Foods, Coffee Break Services, 
Snacktime Services, and 
Kroger.



One of our Detroit offices got an update and upgrade courtesy of eFund Insurance. In a period 
of two days eFund staff and family volunteered their time and talents to paint, carpet, 

decorate, and assemble furniture to give two parent/child visiting rooms a child 
friendly makeover.  The visiting rooms are frequented by multiple children 

in our foster care program on a weekly basis. The visits that take place 
in these rooms are often anxiety provoking and can be stressful.  

Having a comfortable space that is designed with them in mind 
help make it a better experience.  Thank you eFund Insurance 

for the hard work and dollars
you put into this project!

The ‘before’ photo
of one of the visiting
rooms eFund Insurance 
redecorated and
refurnished.

After eFund
Insurance 

worked their 
magic

Trio of Golf Outings Bolster Agency
When the weather breaks and the birds start to chirp, it’s a sure sign that golf outing 
fundraisers are just around the corner.  Ennis Center is lucky to be assisted by three! 

In 2013, first up was our 20th Annual ‘Scramble for Kids’ Golf Outing. Always held on the 
third Friday in June, the event sold out with 144 golfers taking to the lush greens of Coyote 
Preserve Golf Club in Fenton. With fun contests and a silent auction held throughout the 
day, over $46,000 was raised to support our agency in the fulfillment of its mission.

Next up was the Toyota Supplier Golf Outing, another sold out event.  Spearheaded by 
Bruce Brownlee, Senior Executive Administrator at Toyota Technical Center and President 
of our Board of Directors, players filled the field at Stonebridge Golf Club in Ann Arbor. With 
$48,070 raised, all proceeds supported Ennis Center’s programs for disadvantaged children 
and families in crisis.

Toward the end of the season, the Wendy’s Charity Classic was held at the Jackson Country 
Club. This popular annual event pairs golfers from the professional women’s circuit with 
amateur participants with the goal of raising money which will help find adoptive families for youth in foster care who have 
been waiting the longest. As a leader in finding permanent homes for Michigan’s children with special needs, Ennis Center 
is one of several agencies to receive a portion of the proceeds.

eFund Insurance Refinishes and
Refurnishes Parent/Child Visiting Rooms

A ribbon cutting ceremony was held 
to celebrate the newly designed 

visiting rooms. Pictured: Gina 
Spampinato of eFund Insurance; 

Vince Spampinato, Managing 
Partner of eFund Insurance; 

and Deena Spampinato 
who designed the 

wall paintings for the 
revamped visiting room.



20100 Greenfield Road
Detroit, MI 48235

Serving Wayne County, Oakland, St. Clair, Genesee

and surrounding counties through offices in.

       Northwest Detroit:   20100 Greenfield Rd., Detroit, MI  48235
                                 Pontiac:  91 S. Telegraph Rd., Pontiac, MI  48329
                   Port Huron:  222 Huron Ave., Port Huron, MI  48060
                               Flint:   129 E. Third St., Flint, MI  48502

www.enniscenter.org  •  www.facebook.com/EnnisCenter

How Can You Help? Become a Foster or Adoptive Parent.  
Ennis Center provides its foster parents with training, ongoing support and financial reimbursement.  

Please call 888-200-8915 to learn more about how you can make a difference in the life of a child.  

If foster parenting or adopting isn’t for you, consider
a donation to one of the following:

Operational Fund
Supports our overall agency and its 
programs for children and families. 
This contribution allows our 
leadership to apply your gift to the 
area of greatest need  

Scholarship Fund 
Ensures that our children get 
what they need (tutoring, drivers 
training, special medical devices, 
etc.) and are afforded the same 
opportunities as their peers

Holiday Fund
Helps provide holiday gifts and holiday parties for 
our kids, many of whom come from poverty and 
may not know the warmth of the season

Endowment Fund
Will help ensure Ennis Center is a lasting resource 
for children and families in need

Youth Special Needs Fund
Awards scholarships to former Ennis Center foster 
children pursuing a college or technical school 
degree
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